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THE inconvenience frequently experi- 
enced from the want of a complete col- 
lection of the Statutes and Reſolutions of 
the houſe relative to Elections, has occa- 
fioned the preſent attempt to collect and ar- 
range them; and to render the publication 
the more uſeful, a copious Index is added 
thereto, * | 
5 :4Y þ 

is volume will be found to contain 
every ſtatute in force, from the 5th year of 
Richard the Second to the preſent time, on 
tion of eleQors and of perſons capable of 
being elected, the duty of ſheriffs and re- 
turning - officers, the forming of ſelect 
committees, their duty and authority, —and 
the privilege and protection of the perſons of 
members; and the Appendix will ſhew all 
the orders of the houſe, now in force, which 
| are ſuppoſed to have relation to the writ, 


vi 


PREFACE. 


ceedings relpecting controverſies * 
committees. The different acts and re- 
ſolutions are Indbvcd' under ſuch 1 or 


titles as have appeared to be moſt con- 
bar N of . 


W Abe threeaQoat7 Ed-1;fiati rome. 3. 
ap- IA. and 46 Ed. z. are not printed, 
as they are eonceived tor be obſolete and 
virtually repealed by ſubſequent acts; nor 
bas notice been taken of the: acts to fegu- 
late the Scotch parliament previous to the 
union of the two kingdoms, theſe having 
already been collected and publiſhed. 
bo mpy tha ct 0% 310k as es 
- The: Bedfordſhire act of the a th year of 
his preſent majeſty, though ſor the ſule 


purpoſe of continuing the procerdings of 


the ſelect committee from the one ſeſſion 
to the next, is here printed, as a prece- 
re; pon ung 
202 0 et! * 44 v4 5 A 

The «0s regulating the, election of the 
fixteen _ peers. for Scotland, and the forty 
five. ONE the. houſe of commons 


17.2 for 


PREFACE? 

for that part of the kingdom, are alſo here 
given. They are thrown together in the 

Appendix; becauſe they could not have 

IT incorporated with the Engliſh acts in 


one general Index, without er obvious 
inconvenience. | 


 A' ſhort abſtrack is allo inferred of all 
cauſes which have becn determined under 


the juſtly celebrated acts of the late Mr! 


Grenville, referring by dates to the Journals 
of the Houſe; and, where the caſes have 
deen reported, diſtinguiſhing the name of 
the reporter and the volume in which ſuch 
caſe is to be found. This addition, it is 


hoped, will prove of conſiderable utility 


. * * % 3 0 
b & © 3 ERR ' 


On the whole, no endeavour has been 
ſpared to make this publication as com- 
plete as poſſible for every purpoſe, and no- 
thing has been omitted which was thought 
likely to be inſtructive to returning offi- 
cers'in the execution' of the writ, and to 
candidates themſelves, when they may 
happen not to be within the reach of legal 
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PREFACE. 


advice ;. or which might be convenient to 


gentlemen of the profeſſion, particularly at 
the poll and before committees. 


Iff at this particular period, ſuppoſed to 
be the eve of a diffolution, the humble 
efforts of the Editor ſhall be deemed uſeful 
or acceptable, by the public at large or 
by thoſe immediately concerned in the bu- 
fineſs of elections, he will feel himſelf 
highly gratified, conſcious at the fame 
time, that a man of ſuperior ability and 
conſequence in the profeſſion, would have 
rendered a production of this nature more 
worthy of the public attention. 


11th June, 1790. 
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STATUTES. 


ANNO 5* RICHARDI II. STAT. 2. CAP. 4. 


Every one to whom it belongeth ſhall, upon Summons, 
969 


5 It the king doth will and command, 
and it is aſſented in the parliament by the pre- 
+ lates, lords, and commons, That all and ſingular 
perſons and commonalties, which from hence- 
forth ſhall have the ſummons of the parliament, 
ſhall come from henceforth to the parliaments in 
the manner as- they are bound to do and have 
been accuſtomed within the realm of England of 
old times. (2.) And if any perſon of the ſame Amercement 
realm, which from henceforth ſhall have the ſaid * 
{ſummons (be he archbiſhop, biſhop, abbot, prior, 
duke, earl, baron, banneret, knight of the ſhire, 
citizen of city, burgeſs of borough, or other 
ſingular perſon, or commonalty) do abſent him- 
elf, and come not at the ſaid ſummons, (except 
n 4 he 


Amercement of 
ſheriff omitting 
his return. 


7 HENRICI IV, c. 15. 


he may reaſonably and honeſtly excuſe him to 


our lord the king) he ſhall be amerced and other- 

wiſe puniſhed, according as of old times hath 
been uſed to be done within the ſaid realm in the 
faid cafe. . (3.) And if any ſheriff of the realm 
be from henceforth negligent in making his re- 
turns of writs of the parliament; or that he leave 
out of the ſaid returns any cities or boroughs, 
which be bound, and of old time were wont, to 
come to the parliament, he ſhall be amerced, or 
otherwiſe puniſhed, in the manner as was ac- 
cuſtomed to be done in the ſaid caſe in times 
paſt.” A. b. 1382. 
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ANNO 7 HENRICI Iv. CAP. 15. 
Manner of elecbing Knights of Shires. 


© IrEM; our lord the king, at the griev- 
ous complaint of his commons in this preſent par- 
liament, of the undue election of the knights of 
counties for the parliament, which be ſometimes 
made of affection of ſheriffs, and otherwiſe againſt 
the forni of the writs directed to the ſheriff, to 
the great flander of the counties, and hindrance 
of the buſineſs of the commonalty in the ſaid 
county; © (2) our ſovereign lord. the king wil- 
ling therein to provide remedy, by the afſent of 
the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and the commons 
in this preſent parhament aſſembled, hath or- 
dained and eftabliſhed, — from henceforth the 
| elections 


7 HENRICI IV. c. 15. 


elections of ſuch knights ſhall be made in the 0 
form as followeth; (that is to ſay) at the next Manner of = 
county to be holden after the delivery of the writ tr edges. 
of the parliament, proclamation ſhall be made in 

the full county of the day and place of the par- 
| liament, (3) and that all they that be there pre- 
4 ſent, as well ſuitors duly ſummoned for the ſame 
X cauſe, as other, ſhall attend to the election of the 
knights for the parliament, (4) and then in the 
3 full county they ſhall proceed to the election 

4 freely and indifferently, notwithſtanding any re- 

queſt or commandment to the contrary ; (5) and 

after that they be choſen, the names of the per- 

ſons ſo choſen (be they preſent or abſent) ſhall be 

written in an indenture under the ſeals of all them 

that did chooſe them, and tacked to the ſame writ 

of the parliament, which indenture fo ſealed and 

tacked ſhall be holden for the ſheriff's return of 

the ſaid writ, touching the knights of the ſhires, 

(6) And in the writs of the parliament to be 

made hereafter, this clauſe ſhall be put: © Et Claufe tobe la- 
electionem tuam in pleno comitatu tuo factam, o. 
diſtincte & aperte ſub ſigillo tuo & ſigillis eorum 
noſtra ad diem & locum in brevi contentos cer- 
tifices indilate.” A. D. 1405. 
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ſtatute, that then the ſaid ſheniff ſhall incur the 


no penalty was ordained or limited in ſpecial 
upon the ſheriffs of the counties, if they make 


er to inquire in their ſeſſions of aſſizes, of ſuch 


ties ſo unduly returned, ſhall loſe their wages of 
the parliament, of old time accuſtomed.” 


11 HENRICT IV. c. 1. 
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ANNO II“ HENRICI IV. CAP. I. 


Penalty en Sheriffs for making an untrue Return of 
| the Election of the Knights of Parliament. 

* FIRST, Whereas in the parliament hol- 
den at Weſtminſter, the 7th year of the reign of 
our ſaid lord the king, there was ordained and 
eſtabliſhed by a ſtatute for the preſervation of 
the liberties and franchiſes of the election of the 
knights of the ſhire uſed through the realm, a 
certain form and manner of the election of ſuch 
knights, as in the ſaid ſtatute more fully is con- 
tained: (2) and foraſmuch as in the ſame ſtatute 


any returns to the contrary of the ſame ſtatute,” 
(3) lit is ordained and ſtabliſhed, That the juſ- 
tices aſſigned to take aſſizes, ſhall have pow- 


returns made ; (4) and if it be found by inqueſt, 
and. due examination before the ſame ' juſtices, 
that any ſuch ſheriff hath made, or hereafter ſhall 
make, any return contrary to the tenor of the ſaid 


penalty of 1001. to be paid to our lord the king; 
(5) and moreover, that the knights of the coun- 


A. D. 1409. 
ANNO 


1 HENRICI VI. c. 4. 
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ANNO 1* HENRICI v. CAP. I. 

What fort of People ſhall be choſen and who ſhall be 
the chooſers of the Knights and Burgeſſes of the 
Parliament. 

EnaQts, 


* FIRST, that the ſtatutes of the election 
of the knights of the ſhires to come to the parlia- 


ment be holden and kept in all points; (2) ad- => ——oi00g 


Joining to the ſame, That the knights of the mA 
which from henceforth ſhall be choſen in every 
Thire, be not choſen unleſs they be reſident within 
the ſhire where they ſhall be choſen the day of 
the date of the writ of the fummons of the par- 
liament; (3) and that the knights and eſquires, 
and others which ſhall be chooſers of thoſe knights 
of the hires, be alſo reſident within the fame 


ſhires, in manner and form as is aforeſaid ; (4) 


and moreover it is ordained and eſtabliſhed, 
That the citizens arid burgeſſes of the cities and 
boroughs be choſen men citizens and burgeſſes 
reſiant, dyelling and free in the ſame cities and 
boroughs, and no other in any wiſe'. A. D. 1413. 


— —— — — 
— — — 


/ ANNO 6* HENRICI VI. CAP. 4. 


The Sheriffs T1 raverſe to an Inqueſt found, touching 
returning Knights of the Shire for the Parliament. 

A Item, Whereas ir was ordained and 
eſtabliſhed in the 7th year of king Henry the 
F ourth, grandfather of our lord the king that now 
: AZ is, 


FR — 
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is; that knights of ſhires for the parliament; 


ſhould be choſen in manner and form following; 


that is to ſay, At the next county to be holden after 
the delivery of the writ of the parliament, procla- 
mation ſhall be made in the full county of the 
day and place of the parliament, (2) and that all 
they which be preſent there, as well ſuitors duly 
ſummoned for this cauſe, as other, ſnall attend to 
the election of their knights for the parliament, 
(3) and then in full county they ſhall proceed to 
the election freely and indifferently, notwithſtand- 
ing any requeſt or commandment to the contra- 
ry; (4) and that after they be choſen, whether 


ſuch perſons choſen be preſent or abſent, their 
names ſhall be written in indentures under the 


ſeals of all the chooſers, and annexed to the ſaid 
writ of parliament, which indenture ſo ſcaled and 
tacked, ſhall be holden for the return of the ſaid 
writ, as to the knights of the ſaid ſhires ; (5) and 
alſo in the writs of the parliament hereafter to be 


made, this clauſe ſhall be put in the manner as 
' © followeth: Et clectionem tuam in pleno comi- 
tatu tuo factam, diſtincte & aperte ſub ſigillo tuo 


& ſigillis eorum qui electioni illi interfuerint, nobis 
in cancellaria noſtra ad diem & locum in brevi 
contentos certifices indilate (6). And for that in 
the ſame ſtatute no pain was ordained, nor ſpe- 
cially ſet upon the ſheriffs of the county, if they 


make their return contrary to the ſaid ſtatute, it 


was ordained and eſtabliſhed the 11th year of the 
ud king Henry the Fourth, That the juſtices of 
aſſizes ſhould have power to inquire in their ſeſſions 


| of afſzes, of fuch returns made; (7) and if it be 
found 
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ot the law.” | A. D. 1427. 
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found by inqueſt and due examination before the 
faid juſtices, that any ſuch ſheriff hath made or 
hereafter ſhall make any return contrary to the 
tenor of the ſaid ſtatute, that the ſame ſhꝛeriſf 
ſhould incur the pain of 1001. to be paid to our 
faid lord the king, (8) and moreover that the 


knights ſo unduly returned, ſhall loſe their wages 


of the parliament, in old times accuſtomed ; (9) 
to the great miſchiefs of ſheriffs and knights of 
the ſhire, which be forebarred and put out of their 
anſwer againſt ſuch inqueſts or offices, taken be- 
fore the ſaid judges, becauſe of the ftatute and 
ordinance aforeſaid.” (10) Our lord the king, 
willing in this caſe to provide remedy, hath or- 
dained and eſtabliſhed, That all the knights of Tie kg 
the ſhires, choſen for this preſent parliament, and paniument, an 
the ſheriffs of the ſame counties againſt whom — 2 
any inqueſts or offices of undue election be found hve their tay | 
before the juſtices of aſſizes ſhall have their an- found again 
ſwer and traverſe to ſuch inqueſts or offices ta- 

ken; (11) and alſo all the knights from hence- 
forth ſo to be choſen, and the ſheriffs that ſhall 

make ſuch elections ſhall have their anſwer and 

traverſe to ſuch inqueſts and offices before any 

Juſtices of aſſizes hereafter to be taken ; (12) and 

the ſaid knights and ſheriffs ſhall not be enda- 

maged unto our faid lord the king or his ſucceſ- 

ſors, for any ſuch inqueſt taken, or to be taken, 

until they be duly convict according to the form 


A 4 ANNO 
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AN NO 8* HENRICI VI. CAP. 7. 


What fr of Men ſhall be Choofers, and who hal. 
| be choſen Knights of the Parliament. 


© ITEM, Whereas the elections of knights 
of ſhires to come to the parliaments of our lord 
the king in many counties of the realm of Eng- 
land, have now of late been made by very great, 
| outrageous and exceſſive number of people dwell- 
ing within the ſame counties of the realm of Eng- 
land, of the which moſt part was of people of 
ſmall ſubſtance, and of no value, whereof every 
Fs of them pretended a voice equivalent, as to ſuch 
elections to be made, with the moſt worthy 
knights and eſquires, dwelling within the ſame 
counties, whereby manſlaughter, riots, batteries, 
people of the ſame counties, ſhall very likely riſe 
and be, unleſs convenient and due remedy be 
provided in this behalf; (2) our lord the king, 
- conſidering the premiſes, hath provided, ordained 
and eſtabliſhed by authority of this preſent par- 
liament, That the knights of the ſhires to be 
Choſen within the ſame realm of England, to 
come to, the parliaments of our lord the king, 
hereafter to be holden, ſhall be choſen in every 
county of the realm of England, by people dwell- 
The qualifea- ing and reſident in the ſame counties, whereof 
tions of the cle every one of them ſhall have free land or tene- 
ment to the yalue of forty ſhillings by the year, 
| at 
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at the leaſt, above all charges; (3) and that they 
which ſhall be fo choſen, ſhall be dwelling and re- 
ſident within the ſame counties; (4) and ſuch as 
have the greateſt number of them that may ex- 
pend 408. by year, and above, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be returned by the ſheriffs of every county, 
knights for the parliament, by indentures ſealed 
between the ſaid ſheriffs and the ſaid chooſers ſo 
to be made. (5) And every ſheriff of the realm The theriff im- 


powered to exa- 


of England, ſhall have power by the faid autho- mine the electors 
rity, to examine upon the Evangeliſts every ig der as 
ſuch chooſer, how much he may expend by the 
year; (6) and if any ſheriff return knights to 
come to the parliament, contrary to the ſaid or- 
dinance, the juſtices of aſſizes, in their ſeſſions of — 
afſizes, ſhall have power by the authority afore- — 
ſaid, thereof to inquire ; (7) and if by inqueſt the lament. 
ſame be found before the juſtices, and the ſheriff 
thereof be duly attainted, that then the ſaid ſhe- — on the | 
riff ſhall incur the pain of 1001. to be paid to our — 
lord the king, and alſo that he have impriſon- 
ment by a year, without being let to bail or main- 
prize; (8) and that the knights for the parlia- — wo 
ment, returned contrary to the ſaid ordinance, bg their wages» 
hall loſe their wages. 

Provided always, that he which cannot expend 
408. by year, as afore is ſaid, ſhall in no wiſe be 
chooſer of the knights for the parliament ; and 
that in every writ that ſhall hereafter go forth to 
the ſheriffs to chooſe knights for the parliament, 


mention be made of the ſaid ordinances.” 
A. D. 1423. 


ANNO 
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AN NO 10? HENRICI VI. CAP. 2. 


. Certain Things required i in him who ſhall be a Chooſer 
| o the Knights of Parliament. 

f 
| 


« It EM, whereas at the parliament holden 
| | at Weſtminſter, the morrow of St. Matthew the 
. 5 Hl. vi. c. 2. apoſtle, the 8th year of the king that now is, it 
| was ordained by the authority of the ſame parlia- 

+ ment, that the knights of all counties within the 
realm of England, to be choſen to come to the 
Parliament hereafter to be holden, ſhall be choſen 
in every county by people dwelling and reſiant 
in the ſame, whereof every one ſhall have freehold 
to the value of 40s. by year, at-the leaſt, above 
all charges, upon a certain pain contained in 
the ſame ſtatute ; (2) not making expreſs mention 
in the ſame, that every man that ſhall be chooſer 
of any ſuch knights ſhall have freehold to the 
value of 40s. at the leaſt, above all charges, within 
the ſame county, where ſuch chooſer with other 
like ſhall make ſuch election, or elſewhere :” (3) 
© and therefore our lord the king, willing to 
make plain declaration of the ſaid ſtatute, by the 
advice and aſſent aforeſaid, and at the ſpecial re- 

queſt of the ſaid commons, hath ordained, That 
the knights of all counties within the ſaid realm, 
to be choſen to come to parliaments hereafter to 
be holden, ſhall be choſen in every county by 
people dwelling and reſiant in the ſame, whereof 
every man ſhall have. fiechold to the value of 
408. 


23 HENRICI VI. c. 10. 


408. by the year, at the leaſt, above all charges 
within the ſame county where any ſuch chooſer 
will meddle of any ſuch election.“ A. D. 1432. 


— 


— — 
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ANNO 2% HENRICI VI. CAP. IO. 


The Order of levying the Wages of the * of 
the Parliament. 


wy I TEM, whereas before this time divers 
ſheriffs in divers counties of England, by colour 
of writs to them directed, to levy the wages of 
the knights of the ſhires for the time being, of 
the parliament of the king that now is, and of 
his noble progenitors, have levied more money 
than hath been due to the ſaid knights, and more 
than they have delivered, keeping and retaining 
great part of the money to their own uſe and 
profit, to their officers and ſervants, to the great 
loſs of the common people of the ſaid counties.“ 
(2) © The king, conſidering the premiſes, hath 
ordained by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſhe- 
riff of every county for the time being, in the 
next county court hoiden in their counties after 
the delivery of the ſaid writs directed to them, 
ſhall make open proclamation, that the coroners, 
and every chief conſtable of the peace of the ſaid 
counties, and the bailiffs of every hundred cr 


wapentake of the ſame county, and all other 


which will be at the aſſeſſing of the wages of the 
knights of the ſhires, ſhall be at the next county 


there to be holden to aſſeſs the ſaid wages of the 
ſaid 
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ſaid knights; (3) and that the ſheriff, under- 
ſheriff, coroners, or bailiffs for the time being, 
be there at the ſame time in their proper perſon, 
upon pain of forfeiture, to the king, of every of 
them that maketh default, 40s. (4) at which 
time the ſaid ſheriff or under ſheriff, in the pre- 
ſence of them that ſhall come to the ſame, and 
of the ſuitors of the ſame counties then being 
there, in the full county well and duly ſhall aſſeſs 
every hundred to that aſſeſſable by itſelf, to pay a 
certain ſum for the wages of the knights of the 
ſhire, ſo that the whole ſum of all the hundreds 
do not exceed the ſum which ſhall be due to the 

ſaid knights. (5) And after that, in the ſame 
county, they ſhall aſſeſs well and lawfully every 
village within the ſaid hundreds, which ſhould be 
there aſſeſſable, to a certain ſum for the payment 
of the ſaid wages; fo that the whole ſum of all 
the towns within any of the ſaid hundreds, do not 
exceed the ſum aſſeſſed upon the hundred of which 
they be. (6) And that neither the ſaid ſheriffs, 
under-ſheriffs, bailiffs, nor any other officers for 
the cauſe aforeſaid, ſhall levy more money of any 
village than that whereunto they were aſſeſſed ; 
(7) and if any do or will aſſeſs any hundred or 
village otherwiſe than is aforeſaid, that they ſhall 
forfeit for every default to the king 20l. and to 
any man which will ſue in this caſe 10l. 

* And that the ſaid ſheriffs well and duly ſhall 
levy the money ſo aſſeſſed upon the aforeſaid vil- 
lages, as ſpeedily as they well may after the faid 
aſſeſſing, and the ſame ſhall deliver to the. ſaid 
knights, according to the writs thereof to be 

made, 
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made, upon the ſaid penalties ; and he that will Who may profe- 
ſue in this caſe, ſhall be thereunto admitted and and by what 


recover againſt them which be ſo convict 101. 


to be made to levy the wages of the faid knights, 
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cute on this act, 


ſhall have for his action in this caſe a ſcire facias ry 
againſt him that offendeth contrary to this ordi- 
nance : (3) and if the defendant, duly warned in 
the ſame, make default, or elſe appear, and be 
in the ſame convict, that then the plaintiffs ſhall 


to their own uſe, over the ſaid 20 l. with their 
treble damages for the coſts of their ſuits. 

And the juſtices of the king's bench and of the The penatty on 
common pleas, juſtices of aſſizes, and gaol de- fender. 
livery, and juſtices of peace in their county, 
ſhall have power to inquire, hear and determine 
of all the ſaid defaults, as well by inquiry at the 
king's ſuit, as by action at the ſuit of the parties; 
and that all ſuch expences of knights ſhall not be The knight's 
levied of any other villages, ſeigniories, or places, Late only in 
but of ſuch whereof it hath been levied before this e 3 
ume. | 

And that in every ſuch writ from henceforth 


this act ſhall be comprehended in the ſame.” 
A. D. 1444. 
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ANNO 23”. HENRICI VI. CAP. 14. 


be ſhall be Knights for the Parliament. The 
Manner of their Election. The Remedy where 
one is choſen and another returned. 


ol TEM, whereas by authority of a parlia- 
ment holden at Weſtminſter, the firſt year of the 1H. v. c. 1. 


reign 


14 


2 H. vi. c. 7. 


The ſeveral de- 
faults of ſheriffs 
in returning of 

. knights, &c. to 
ſerve in parlia- 
ment. 


23 HENRICI VI, c. 14. 


reign of king Henry, father to the king that 
now is, amongſt other things it was ordained, 
that the citizens and burgeſſes of cities and bo- 
roughs, coming to the parliament, ſhould be cho- 
ſen men citizens and burgeſſes reſident, abiding, 
and free, in the ſame cities and boroughs, and 
none other, as in the ſame ſtatute more fully is 


contained; (2) which citizens and burgeſſes have 


always in cities and boroughs been choſen by ci- 
tizens and burgeſſes, and no other, and to the 
ſheriff of the counties returned, and upon their 
returns received and accepted by the par- 
liaments before this holden. (3) And alſo, whereas 
by authority of a parliament holden at Weſtmin- 
ſter, the eighth year of the reign of the king that 
now 1s, it was ordained in what manner and 


form the knights of the ſhires coming to parlia- 


ments, from thenceforth to be holden, ſhould be 
choſen, and how the ſheriffs of the ſaid counties 
thereupon ſhould make their returns, as in the 
ſame ſtatute more fully appeareth ; (4) by force 
of which ſtatute elections of knights to come to the 
parli: ments ſometimes have been duly made and 
lawfully returned, until now of late, that divers 
ſheriffs of the counties of the realm of England, for 


their ſingular avail and lucre, have not made due 


elections of the knights, nor in convenient time, 
nor good men and true returned, and ſometimes 
no return of the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes 
lawfully choſen to come to the parliaments; (5) 
but ſuch knights, citizens, or burgeſſes have 


been returned, which were never duly choſen, 


and other cicizens and burgeſſes than thoſe which 


I by 
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by the mayors and bailiffs were to the faid 
ſheriffs returned ; (6) and ſometimes the ſheriffs 
have not returned the writs which they had to 
make election of knights to come to the parlia- 
ments, but the ſaid writs have imbeſiled, and 
moreover made no precept to the mayor and 
bailiff, or to the bailiffs or bailiff where no mayor 
is, of cities and boroughs, for the election of 
citizens and burgeſſes to come to the parliament 
by the colour of theſe words contained in the ſame 
writs, © Quod in pleno comitatu tuo eligi facias 
pro comitatu tuo duos milites, et pro qualibet 
civitate in comitatu tuo duo cives, et pro quolibet 
burgoin comitatu tuo duos burgenſes; () and alſo 
becauſe ſufficient penalty and convenient penalty ö 
and convenient remedy for the party in ſuch caſe 


grieved is not ordained in the ſaid ſtatutes againſt 


the ſheriffs, mayors, and bailiffs, which do con- 

trary to the form of the ſaid ſtatutes :” * (8) the 

king conſidering the premiſes hath ordained by | 
authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid ſtatutes ſhall be 7H. iv. c. 15. 


1 H. vi. C. I, 


duly kept in all points; (9) and mgreover that 6 H. vi. c. 7. 
every ſheriff after the delivery of any ſuch writ 

to him made, ſhall make and deliver without 

fraud, a ſufficient precept under his ſeal to 

every mayor and bailiff, or to bailiffs or bailiff 

where no mayor is, of the cities and bo- 

roughs within his county, reciting the ſaid writ, The theriffs hall 


. . + ſend out precepts 
commanding them by the ſaid precept, if it t. the mayors 
: 4 N 

be a city, to chooſe by citizens of the fame des and bo- 


city, citizens, and in the fame manner and 999% © cle 


citizens and bur- 


form if it be a boroughs by the burgeſſes of the gefles to ferve in 


parliament. 
ſame 
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ſame, to come to parliament. (10) And that the 
fame mayor and bailiffs, or bailiffs or bailiff 
where no mayor is, ſhall return lawfully the pre- 
cept to the ſame ſheriffs, by indentures betwixt 
| the ſame ſheriffs and them to be made. of the 
t ' ſame elections, and of the names of the ſaid ci- 
1 | tizens and burgeſſes by them ſo choſen, and 
| thereupon every ſheriff ſhall make a good and. 
| 


l rightful return, of every ſuch writ and of every 
of return by the mayors and bailiffs, or bailiffs 


or bailiff where no mayor is, to him made. 
The penalty en (11) And that every ſheriff at every time that 
n contrary to this ſtatute, or any other 


i — * ſtatutes for the election of knights, citizens and 
np burgeſſes to come to the parliament, before 
[4 this time made, ſhall incur the pain contain- 
„ ed in the ſaid ſtatute made the ſaid 8th year, 
and moreover ſhall forfeit and pay to every perſon 
hereafter choſen knight, citizen, or burgeſs in his 
county, to come to any parliament and not duly 

returned, or to any other perſon, which in de- 
fault of ſuch knight, citizen, or burgeſs will ſue, 
1001. whereof every knight, citizen, and burgeſs 
ſo grieved, ſcverally, or any other perſon which 
in their default will ſue, ſhall have his action of 
debt againſt the ſaid ſheriff, or his executors or 
adminiſtrators, to demand and have the ſaid 100l- 
with his coſts ſpent in that caſe. (12) And that 
in ſuch action taken by virtue of this ſtatute the 
defendant ſhall not wage his law of the demand 
aforeſaid in any wiſe, (13) and that no defen- 
dant in ſuch action ſhall. have any eſſoin. (14) 
And in'the fame manner at every time that any 
2 4 mayor 
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mayor and bailiffs, or bailiffs or bailiff where no 
mayor is, ſhall return other than thoſe which be 
choſen by the citizens and burgeſſes of the cities 


or boroughs where ſuch elections be or ſhall be 


made, ſhall incur and forfeit to the king 401. 
and moreover ſhall forfeit and pay to every per- 
ſon hereafter choſen citizen and burgeſs to come 
to the parliament, and not returned by the ſame 
mayor and bailiff, or bailiffs or bailiff where no 
mayor is, or to any other perſon which in de- 
fault of ſuch citizen or burgeſs ſo choſen, will 
ſue, 40 l. whereof every of the citizens and bur- 
geſſes ſo grieved ſeverally, or any other perſon, 
which in default will fue, ſhall have his action of 
debt againſt every of the ſaid mayor and bailiffs, 
or bailiffs or bailiff where no mayor is, againſt their 
executors or adminiſtrators, to demand and have 
of every the ſaid mayor and bailiffs, or bailiffs or 
bailiff where no mayor is, 40 l. with his coſts in 
this caſe expended ; (15) and that in ſuch action 
of debt, taken by force of this ſtatute, no defen- 
dant in any wiſe ſhall wage his law of the faid 
demand, nor have any eſſoin. 

© And that every ſheriff that maketh no due 
election of knights to come to the parliament, in 
convenient time, that is to ſay, every ſheriff in his 
full county, betwixt the hour of 8 and the hour 
of 11 before noon, without colluſion in this be- 
half; (2) and that every ſheriff that maketh not 
good and true return of ſuch elections of knights 
to come to the parliament in time to come, as to 
them pertaineth, in manner and form aforeſaid, 
ſhall forfeit to the king 1001.-and alſo ſhall incur 

| " B the 
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the penalty of an 1001. to be paid to him that 
will ſue againſt him, his executors or adminiſtra- 
tors, for this cauſe, by way of action of debt, with 
his coſts in this behalf expended, without waging 
of law of his PALE or having eſſoin as afore is 
ſaid. 

Provided PREY That every.knight, citizen, 
and burgeſs, to come to any parliament, hereaf- 
ter to be holden in due form, choſen and not re- 
turned as afore is ſaid, ſhall begin his action of 
debt aforeſaid, within 3 months after the ſame 
parliament commenced, to proceed in the ſame 
ſuit effectually without fraud; (2) and if he ſo do 
not, another that will ſue ſhall have the ſaid ac- 


tion of debt (as it is before ſaid) and ſhall recover 
the fame ſum with his coſts ſpent in this behalf, 


in manner and form aforeſaid, ſo that no defen- 
dant in ſuch action ſhall wage his law, nor be eſ- 
ſoined in any wile as aforeſaid; (3) and if any 
knight, citizen, or burgeſs, hereafter returned by 
the ſheriff to come to the parliament in the man- 
ner aforeſaid, after ſuch, return, be by any perſon 
put out, and another put in his place, that ſuch 
perſon ſo put in the place of him which is out, if 
he take upon him to be knight, citizen, or bur- 
geſs, at any parliament in time to come, ſhall for- 
feit to the king 1001. and 1ool. to the knight, 
citizen, or burgels, ſo returned by the ſheriff, and 
after as aforeſaid put out ; (4) and that the knight, 
citizen, or burgeſs, which is ſo put out, ſhall have an 
action of debt of the fame 1001. againſt ſuch per- 
ſon put in his place, his executors or adminiſtra- 
tors; (5) provided always, That he ſhall. begin 
2 his 
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his ſuit within three months after the parliament 
commenced; (6) and if he do not, then he that 
will ſue ſhall have an action of debt of the ſame 
1001. againſt him, which is put in place of him 
that is ſo put out after ſuch return, his executors, 
or adminiſtrators, and that no defendant in ſuch: 
action, ſhall wage his law nor be eſſoined; (7) 
and that ſuch proceſs ſhall be in the actions afore- 
faid, as in a writ of treſpaſs done againſt the peace 
at the common law; (8) ſo that the knights of 
the ſhires for the parliament, hereafter to be cho- 
ſen, ſhall be notable knights of the ſame counties 
for which they ſhall be choſen; or otherwiſe ſuch 
notable eſquires, gentlemen of the ſame counties, 
as ſhall be able to be knights; (9) and no man 
to be ſuch knight which ſtandeth in the degree of 
a yeoman and under.” A. D. 1444. 


ANNO 6° HENRICI VIII. CAP. 16. 


An Af that no Kni gts of Shires nor Burgeſſes de- 
part before the End of Parliament, 


2 ORASMUCH as commonly in the end 
of every parliament divers and many great and 
weighty matters, as well touching the pleaſure, 
weal, and ſurety of our ſovereign lord the king, as 
the common weal of this his realm and ſubjects, 
are to be treated, communed of, and by autho- 
rity of parliament to be concluded; (2) ſo it is 
that divers knights of ſhires, citizens for cities, 
burgeſſes for boroughs, and barons of the cinque 


B 2 ports, 
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ports, long time before the end of the ſaid parlia- 
ment, of their own authorities, depart and go 
home into their countries, whereby the ſaid great 
and weighty matters are many times greatly de- 
layed; (3) in conſideration whereof, be it enact- 

ed by the king our ſovereign lord, the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and the commons in this 
preſent parliament aſſembled, and by authority of 
the ſame, That from henceforth none of the ſaid 
knights, citizens, burgeſſes, and barons, nor any 
of them that ſhall hereafter be elected to come or 
be in any parliament, do not depart from the ſaid 
parliament, nor abſent himſelf from the ſame, till 
the ſaid parliament be fully finiſhed, ended, or 
prorogued, except he or they fo departing have 
licence of the ſpeaker and commons, in the ſaid 
parliament aſſembled, and the ſame licence be en- 
tered of record in the book of the clerk of the 
parliament, appointed or to be appointed for the 
commons houſe, upon pain to every of them ſo 


departing, or abſenting themſelves in any other 


manner, to loſe all thoſe fums of money which he 


or they ſhould or ought to have had for his or 


their wages ; (4) and that all the counties, cities, 
and boroughs, whereof any ſuch perſon ſhall be 


elected; and the inhabitants of the ſame, ſhall be 


clearly diſcharged of all the ſaid wages againſt 
the ſaid perſon and perſons, and their executors, 
for evermore.” - A. D. 1514. 
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ANNO 27* HENRICI VIII. CAP. 26. 
Concerning the Laws to be uſed in Wales. 


28. AND it is further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That for this preſent parlia- 
ment, and all other parliaments to be holden and 
kept for this realm, two knights ſhall be choſen 
and elected to the ſame parliament for the ſhire 
of Monmouth, and one burgeſs for the borough 
of Monmouth, in like manner, form, and order, 
as knights and burgeſſes of the parliament to be 
elected and choſen in all other ſhires of this realm 
of England ; (2) and that the ſame knights and 
burgeſſes ſhall have like dignity, pre-eminence, 
and privilege, (3) and ſhall be allowed ſuch fees 
as other knights and burgeſſes of the parliament 
have been allowed; (4) and the knights fees to be 
levied, perceived, received, gathered, and paid, 
in ſuch manner, form, and order, as ſuch fees be 
gathered, levied, perceived, received, and paid, in 
other ſhires of this realm of England; (5) and the 
burgeſſes fees to be levied as well within the bo- 


Two knights for 
the ſhire of 
Monmouth, and 
one burgeſs for 
the town. 


rough of Monmouth, as within all other ancient 


boroughs within the ſaid ſhire of Monmouth. 
29. And that for this preſent parliament, and 
all other parliaments, to be holden and kept for 
this realm, one knight ſhall be choſen and elect- 
ed to the ſame parliaments, for every of the ſhires 
of Brecknock, Radnor, Montgomery, and Den- 
bigh, and for every other ſhire within the country 
or dominion of Wales; (2) and for every ba- 
jough, being a ſhire town within the ſaid country 
p 3 or 


Knights and bure 
geſſes for the 
parliament in 
fees, 
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or dominion of Wales, except the ſhire town of 
the aforeſaid county of Monmouth, one burgeſs ; 
(3) and the election to be in like manner, form, 
and order, as knights and burgeſſes of the parlia- 
ment, to be elected and choſen in other ſhires of 
this realm; (4) and that the knights and bur- 
geſſes, and every of them, ſhall have like dignity, 
pre-eminence, and privilege, and ſhall be allow- 
ed ſuch fees, as other knights of the parliament 
have and be allowed; (5) and the knights fees 
to be levied and gathered of the commons of the 
ſhire that they be elected in; (6) and the bur- 


geſſes fees to be levied and gathered as well of 


the boroughs and ſhire towns, as they be bur- 
geſſes of, as of all other boroughs within the ſame 
ſhires. A. D. 1535. 


ANNO 34% & 356* HENRICI VIII. CAP. 13. 


An Act for making of Knights and Burgeſſes within 
the County and City of Cheſter. 


To te king our ſovereign lord, in moſt 


humble wiſe, ſhew unto your excellent majeſty, 


the inhabitants of your grace's county palatine of 
Cheſter, That where the ſaid county palatine of 
Cheſter is and hath been always hitherto exempt, 
excluded, and ſeparated, out and from your high 


court of parliament to have any knights and 


burgeſſes within the ſaid court; by reaſon 
whereof the ſaid inhabitants have hitherto ſuſ- 
tained manifold diſheriſons, loſſes, and damages, 

| as 
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as well in their lands, goods, and bodies, as in 
the good, civil, and politic governance and 
maintenance of the common-wealth of their ſaid 
country : (2) and foraſmuch as the faid inhabi- 
tants have always hitherto been bound by the 
acts and ſtatures made and ordained by your faid 
highneſs and your moſt noble progenitors, by 
authority of the ſaid court, as far forth as other 


counties, cities, and boroughs have been that 


have had their knights and burgeſſes within your 
ſaid court of parliament, and yet have had nei- 
their knight nor burgeſs there for the ſaid county 
palatine, the ſaid inhabitants, for lack thereof, 
have been oftentimes touched and grieved with 
acts and ſtatutes made within the ſaid court, as 
well derogatory unto the moſt ancient jurifdic- 
tions, liberties, and privileges of your ſaid county 
palatine, as prejudicial unto the common-wealth, 
quietneſs, reſt, and peace of your grace's moſt 
bounden ſubjects inhabiting within the ſame :” 
(3) for remedy whereof, may it pleaſe your ſaid 
highneſs that it may be enacted, with the aſſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and the com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and 
by the authority of the ſame, That from the end 
of this preſent ſeſſion, the ſaid county palatine of 
Cheſter ſhall have two knights for the ſaid county 
palatine, and likewiſe two citizens to be burgeſſes 
for the city of Cheſter, to be elected and choſen 
by proceſs to be awarded by the chancellor of 
England, unto the chamberlain of Cheſter, 
his lieutenant or deputy for the time being; (4) 
and alſo like proceſs to be made by the , ſaid 
chamberlain, his lieutenant or deputy, to the 

B 4 ſheriff 
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ſheriff of the ſaid county of Cheſter; (5) and 
the ſame election to be made under like manner 
and form to all intents, conſtructions, and pur- 
poſes, as is uſed within the county palatine of 
Lancaſter, or any other county and city within 
tis realm of England; (6) which ſaid knights and 
j! burgeſſes, and every of them ſo elected and 
1 | choſen, ſhall be returned by the ſaid ſheriff into 
% the chancery of England in due form, and upon 
| like pains as it is ordained that the ſheriff or 
6 ſheriffs of any other county within this realm 
4 ſhould make their return in like caſe; (7) and 
FI which faid knights and burgeſſes, and every of 
them ſo elected and returned, ſhall be knights 
and burgeſſes of the court of parliament, and 
have like voice and authority to all intents and 
purpoſes as any other the knights and burgeſſes 
of the ſaid court of parliament have, uſe, and 
enjoy; (8) and in like wiſe ſhall and may take all 
and every ſuch like liberties, advantages, dig- 
nities, privileges, wages, fees, and commodities, 
concerning this ſaid court of parliament, to all 
intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as any other 
the knights and burgeſſes of the ſaid court ſhall, 
may, or ought to, have, take, or enjoy. 
A.D. 1542, 


— 
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14 The Bill for Knights and Burgeſſes in Wales, con- 
1 1 cerning the Payment of their Fees and Wages. 


Lf © WHERE the knights of all and every 
ſhire of this realm of England and Wales, and 
tho 
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the burgeſſes of all cities, towns and boroughs 
of the ſame be named, elected, and choſen for 
their aſſembly in the king's high court of par- 
| liament, as by ancient laudable laws and cuſ- 
toms of this realm hath been uſed and accuſ- 
tomed, at and by the king's majeſty's high 
commandments, unto the which knights and 
burgeſſes their fees and wages be affigned cer- 
tainly ; that is to ſay, to every knight by the 
day 48. and to every citizen and burgeſs by the 
day 2s. or more, as heretofore hath been ac- 
cuſtomed, (2) accounting for the ſame ſo many 
days as the faid high court of parliament en- 
dureth, with addition thereunto of ſo many days 
as every ſuch knight and burgeſs may reaſon- 
ably journey and reſort from their habitations or 
dwelling places to the ſaid high court of par- 
liament, and from the ſaid high court to return 
to their habitations or dwelling places, together 
with their coſts of writs, and other ordinary 
fees and charges; (3) which wages, fees, and 
charges, at all times ought to be levied and 
collected by the ſheriffs, and by the mayors, 
bailiffs. and other head officers of and in the 
cities, boroughs, and towns aforeſaid, wherein 
ſome of the ſaid ſheriffs, mayors, and bailiffs, 
and other head officers, have been negligent 
and laches, not endeavouring thernſelves in 
accompliſhment of their duties in collection and 
payment of the ſame in due form, according to 
juſtice, to the great hurt, injury, and delay of 
the king's ſaid ſubjects.“ (4) Be it therefore 
enacted by the authority of this preſent parlia- 


ment, 
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The ſheriff ſhall ment, that the ſheriff; for the time being, of 
Ef the knights every of the twelve ſhires in Wales, and in the 


3 county of Monmouth, from the beginning of this 
Monmouth. preſent parliament, ſhall have full power and 
authority by force of this act to gather and levy, 
or cauſe to be gathered and levied, the ſaid 
knights fees and wages, of the inhabitants of the 
ſaid twelve ſhires, and of the ſaid county of 
Monmouth, which ought to pay the fame ; and 
the ſame ſo gathered, ſhall pay, or cauſe to be 
paid to every fuch knight or knights, or to his 
or their aſſigns, within the term of two months 
after that any ſuch knight or knights ſhall deliver 
or cauſe to be delivered, the king's writ de 
folutione feodi militis parliamenti, to any ſuch 
. ſheriff; (5) and every ſuch ſheriff making de- 
fault of payment of the ſaid wages or fees, in 
manner and form as is aforeſaid, to loſe and-for- 
feit 201. whereof the one moiety to be to the 
king's uſe, and the other to his or their uſe that 
will ſue for the ſame in any of the king's courts 
of record, by information, bill, or plaint, or 
otherwiſe afore any of the king's officers, where- 
in no eſſoin, protection, or wager of law ſhall 
be admitted. (6) And if it ſhall happen to any 
ſheriff, in any of the ſaid twelve ſhires and county 
of Monmouth, to make default of payment of 
the faid wages or fees by a longer term than two 
months, then every ſuch ſheriff to forfeit for 
every month that he or they ſhall make default 
20l. to be forfeited and levied i in manner and 
form as aforeſaid. 


And 
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And that every mayor and bailiff, and other The levying of 
head officers of cities, boroughs, and towns in b 
every of the ſaid twelve ſhires, and in the ſaid went. 


county of Monmouth, within like term and 
ſpace of two months after the receipt of the 
king's majeſty's writ de /olutione feed” burgens 
parliament”, like as is before mentioned for 
gathering or levying of the knights fees, ſhall 
levy, gather and pay the wages and fees to their 
burgeſſes in like manner and form as is aforeſaid, 
and in and under like pains and forfeitures, as 
be before mentioned to be levied of the goods 
and chattels of every ſuch mayor, bailiff and 


other head officer to whom the king's ſaid writ. 


ſhall be directed for the levying of ſuch fees, 
making default of payment of the ſaid fees and 


wages to the burgeſſes in manner and form as is 


aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforeſaid, foraſmuch as the inhabitants of all 
cities and boroughs in every the ſaid twelve ſhires 
within Wales, and in the ſaid county of Mon- 
mouth, not finding burgeſſes for the parliament 


_ themſelves, muſt bear and pay the burgeſſes wa- 


ges within the ſhire towns of, and in every the ſaid 
twelve ſhires in Wales, and in the faid county of 
Monmouth, That from the beginning of the ſaid 
parliament, the burgeſſes of all and every of the ſaid 
cities, boroughs, and towns which be and ſhall 
be contributary to the payment of the burgeſſes 
wages of the ſaid ſhire towns, ſhall be lawfully 
admoniſhed by proclamation or otherwiſe, by the 
mayors, bailiffs, or other head officers of the 

ſaid 
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ſaid towns, or by one of them to come and to 
give their votes for the electing of the faid 
burgeſſes at ſuch time and place lawful and rea- 
ſonable as ſhall be aſſigned for the ſame intent 
by the ſaid mayors, bailiffs, and other head of- 
ficers of the ſaid ſhire towns, or by one of them; 
in which elections the burgeſſes ſhall have like 
Who halt be voice and authority to ele&t, name, and chooſe 
— 3 car the burgeſſes of every the ſaid ſhire towns, like 
Janentin ch. and in ſuch manner as the burgeſſes of the ſaid 
ſhire towns have or uſe. | 
Provided always that two juſtices of the peace 
in every of the ſhires in Wales, and in the ſaid 
county of Monmouth by force of this act, ſhall 
have full power and authority indifferently to lot 
Rating of bo- and tax every city, borough, and town within the 
Pants for hires in Wales, wherein they do inhabit, and in 
ph the ſaid county of Monmouth, for the portions 
and rates that every the faid cities and boroughs 
ſhall bear and pay towards the ſaid burgeſſes, 
within the faid ſhire towns of every of the ſaid 
ſhires in Wales and the county of Monmouth 
(2) which rates ſo rated and taxed in groſs by the 
ſaid two juſtices of peace as is aforeſaid, ſhall be 
again rated and taxed on the inhabitants of every 
the ſaid cities and boroughs, by four or ſix diſcreet 
and ſubſtantial burgeſles of every the ſaid cities 
and boroughs in- Wales, thereunto named and 
aſſigned by the mayor, bailiffs or other head officers 
of the ſaid cities, towns, and boroughs, for the time 
being, and thereupon the mayors, bailiffs, or other 
head officers of every ſuch city, borough, and town, 
to collect and gather the ſame, and thereof to make 
payment 
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ent, in manner and form as is aforeſaid, to the 
— of the parliament for the time being, 


within like time, and upon the like pains and 
forfeitures as is abovementioned. A. b. 1543. 


* - 


— — 


ANNO 25% CAROLI II. CAP. 9. 


An AR to enable the County Palatine of Durham 
to ſend Knights and Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment. 


* WHEREAS the inhabitants of the 
county palatine of Durham, have not hitherto had 
the liberty and privilege of electing and ſending 
any knights and burgeſſes to the high court of 
parliament, although the inhabitants of the ſaid 
county palatine are liable to all payments, rates, 
and ſubſidies granted by parliament, equally with 
the inhabitants of other counties, cities, and 
boroughs in this kingdom who have their knights 
and burgeſſes in the parliament, and are therefore 
concerned equally with others the inhabitants of 
this kingdom, to have knights and burgeſſes in 
the ſaid high court of parliament of their own 
election, to repreſent the condition of their coun- 
ty, as the inhabitants of other counties, cities, and 
boroughs of this kingdom have ;* (2) wherefore 
may it pleaſe your majeſty, that it may be enact- 

ed, and be it enacted by the king's moſt excel- 

| lent majeſty, by and with the advice and aſſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and the com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by 
the 


kiights, and 


the city of Dur- 
ham to ſend two 


borgeſſes to 
Parliament. 


How the elec- 
tions are to be 


To be returned 
by the ſheriff, 
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the authority of the ſame, That from time to time, 
and at all times from and after the end of this 


The county pa- Preſent ſeſſion of parliament, the ſaid county pa- 
latine of Dur- 
ham to ſend two 


latine of Durham, may have two knights for the 
ſame county, and the city of Durham two citi- 
zens to be burgeſſes for the ſame city, for ever 
hereafter to ſerve in the high court of parliament; 
(3) to be elected and choſen by virtue of your ma- 
jeſty's writ, to be awarded by the lord chancellor, 
or lord keeper of the great ſeal of England for 
the time being, in that behalf, to the lord biſhop 
of Durham, or his temporal chancellor of the 
faid county of Durham, and a precept to be 
thereupon grounded, and made by the lord biſhop 
of Durham, or his temporal chancellor for the 
time being, to the ſheriff of the ſaid county for 
the time being; (4) and the ſame election from 
time to time to be made in the manner and form 
following, that is to ſay, the elections of the 
knights to ſerve for the ſaid county palatine from 
time to time hereafter to be made by the greater 
number of freeholders of the ſaid county palatine 
of Durham, which from time to time ſhall be 
preſent at ſuch elections, accordingly as is uſed in 
other counties in this your majeſty's kingdom; 
(5) and that the election of the ſaid burgeſſes 


from time to time, to ſerve in the high court of 


parliament for the city of Durham, to be made 
from time to time by the major part of the mayor, 
aldermen, and freemen of the ſaid city of Dur- 
ham, which from time to time ſhall be preſent 
at ſuch elections; (6) which ſaid knights and 
burgeſſes and every of them, ſo elected or re- 
turned, 
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turned, ſhall be returned by the ſaid ſheriff into 
the chancery of England, in due form, and upon 
the like pains as be ordained for the ſheriff or 
ſheriffs of any other county of this kingdom to 
make his or their returns in like caſes; (7) and 
that the faid knights and burgeſſes and every of 
them, ſo elected and returned, ſhall be by autho- 
rity of this preſent act, knights and burgeſſes of 
the high, court of parliament, to all intents and 
purpoſes, and have and uſe the like voice, autho- 
rity, and places therein, to all intents and pur- 
poſes, as any other the knights and burgeſles of the 
ſaid high court of parliament, have, uſe and enjoy, 
and likewiſe ſhall and may, by virtue of thispre- 
ſent act, take, have, uſe, and enjoy all ſuch and 
the like liberties, advantages, dignities and pri- 
vileges concerning the ſaid court of parliament 
to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes as any 
other the knights and burgeſſes of the ſaid high 
court of parliament have taken, had, uſed or en- 
joyed, or ſhall, may or ought hereafter to have, 
take, or enjoy. A. D. 1672. 


ANNO 30% CAROLI II. STAT. 2. CAP, I. 
An Af for the more effeual preſerving the King's 
Perſon and Government, by diſabling Papiſts from 
fitting in either Houſe of Parliament. 


* FORASMUCH as divers good laws have 
been made for preventing the increaſe and danger 
of popery in this kingdom, which have not had 
the deſired effects, by reaſon of the free acceſs 


which 


32 


For theſe oaths 
f-c 1 W. and M. 
ſe i. 1. c. 1. 
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The declaration. 
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which popiſh recuſants have had to his majeſty's 
court, and by reaſon of the liberty which, of late, 
ſome of the recuſants have had and taken to fit 
and vote in parliament.” 

Wherefore, and for the fafety of his majeſty's 
royal perſon and government, be it enacted by 
the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 


the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 


temporal, and of the commons, in this preſent 
parliament afſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That from and after the firſt day of Decem- 
ber, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord God 
1678, no perſon that now is or hereafter ſhall be 
a peer of this realm, or member of the houſe of 
peers, ſhall vote, or make his proxy in the houſe of 
peers, or fit there during any debate in the ſaid 
houſe of peers; (2) nor any perſon that now is 
or hereafter ſhall be a member of the houſe of 
commons, ſhall vote in'the houſe of commons, 
or ſit there during any debate in the ſaid houſe of 
commons after the ſpeaker is choſen ; (3), until 
ſuch peer or member ſhall, from time to time 
reſpectively, and in manner following, firſt take 
the ſeveral oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, 
and make, ſubſcribe; and audibly repeat this de- 
claration following: 

© I, A. B. do ſolemnly and — in the pre- 
ſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that I do 
believe that in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
there is not any tranſubſtantiation of the elements 
of bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Chriſt, at or after the conſecration thereof by any 


perſon whatſoever: (2) and that the invocation 
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or adoration of the Virgin Mary; or any other 
faint, and the ſacrifice of the Maſs, as they are 
now uſed in the church of Rome, are ſuperſtitious This 8 
and idolatrous. (3) And I do ſolemnly; in the t 83 th poſt 
preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that r at 1 
I do make this declaration and every part thereof, L * ij 
in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words read © 8 
unto me, as they are commonly underſtood by 
Engliſh. Proteſtants, without any evaſion, equi- 
vocation or mental reſervation whatſoever, and 
without any diſpenſation already granted me for 
this purpoſe by the Pope, or any other authority 
or perſon whatſoever, or without any hope of any 
ſuch diſpenſation from any perſon or authority 
whatſoever, or without thinking, that I am or 
can be acquitted before God or man, or abſolved, 
of this declaration or any part thereof, although 
the Pope, or any other perſon or perſons or power 
whatſoever, ſhould diſpenſe with or annul the 
ſame, or declare that it was null or void from 
the beginning. 

4. Which ſaid oaths and declarations ſhall be in 
this and every ſucceeding parliament, ſolemnly and 
publicly made and ſubſcribed betwixt the hours 
of nine in the morning and four in the afternoon, 
by every ſuch peer and member of the houſe of The time and 
peers, at the table in the middle of the ſaid houſe, e rh anf 
before he takes his place in the faid houſe of pans de 4. 
peers, and whilſt a full houſe of peers is there ration. 
with their ſpeaker in his place; (2) and by every 
ſuch meraber of the houſe of commons, at the 
table in the middle of the faid- houſe, and whilſt 
a full houſe of commons is there duly fitting with 
their ſp. aker in his chair; (3) and that the fame 
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Members of par- 


liament not 
ſwearing and de- 
claring as afore- 
ſaid, and recu- 
ſants convict, 
forbidden the 
king's or queen's 
preſence, 
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be done in either houſe, in ſuch like order or me- 
thod as each houſe is called over by reſpectively. ' 

5. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the ſaid firſt day of December, every peer of this 
realm and member of the houſe of peers, and every 
peer of the kingdom of Scotland or of the kingdom 
of Ireland, being of the age of one and twenty years 
or upwards, not having taken the ſaid oaths and 
made and ſubſcribed the faid declaration; (2) and 
every.member of the ſaid houſe of commons not 
having as aforeſaid taken the ſaid oaths, and 
made and ſubſcribed the ſaid declaration; (3) 
and every perſon now or hereafter convicted of 
Popiſh recuſancy, (4) who hereafter ſhall at any 
time, after the faid firſt day of December, come 
adviſedly into or remain in the preſence of the 
king's majeſty, or queen's majeſty, or ſhall come 
into the court or houſe where they or any of them 
reſide, as well during the reign of his preſent ma - 
jeſty (whoſe life God long preſerve) as during 
the reigns of any of his royal ſucceſſors kings or 
queens of England; (5) ſhall incur and ſuffer all 
the pains, penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, in 
this act mentioned or contained; (6) unleſs ſuch 
peer, member or perſon ſo convicted, do reſpec- 
tively, in the next term after ſuch his coming or 
remaining, take the ſaid oaths, and make and 
fubſcribe the ſaid declaration in his majeſty” 8 
high court of chancery between the hours of nine 
and twelve in the forenoon. 

6. And be it further enacted by the authori- 
ty aforeſaid, That if any perſon that now is, 
or hereafter ſhall be a peer of this realm, or 
member of the R 

3 houſe 
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houſe of commons, ſhall preſume to do any thing 
contrary to this act, or ſhall offend in any of the 
caſes aforeſaid; That then every ſuch peer and 
member ſo offending, ſhall from thenceforth be 
deemed and adjudged a Popiſh recuſant convict 
to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever; (2) and 
ſhall forfeit and ſuffer as a Popiſh recuſant con- 
vict; (3) and ſhall be diſabled to hold or execute 
any office or place of profit or truſt, civil or mili- 
tary, in any of his majeſty's realms of England or 
Ireland, dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, or in any of his majeſty's iſlands, 
or foreign plantations to the ſaid realms belong- 
ing; (4) and ſhall be diſabled from thenceforth 
to ſit or vote in either houſe of parliament, or 
make a proxy in the houſe of peers, (5) or to ſue 
or uſe any action, bill, plaint, or information in 
courſe of law, or to proſecute any ſuit in any court 
of equity, (6) or to be guardian of any child, or 
executor or adminiſtrator of any perſon, (7) or 
capable of any legacy or deed of gift, (8) and 
ſhall forfeit, for every wilful offence againſt this 
act, the ſum of five hundred pounds to be reco- 
vered and received by him or them that ſhall ſue 
for the ſame, and may be proſecuted by any ac- 
tion of debt, ſuit, bill, plaint, or information in 
any of his majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter, wherein 

no eſſoin, protection, or wager of law ſhall lie. 
7. Ard be it further enacted by the authority 
atorefaid, That from the {aid firſt day of Decem- 
ber, it ſhall and may be lawful, ' to and for the 
houſe of peers and houſe of commons, or either 
of them reſpectively, as often as they or either of 
Ft c'2 them 
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The penalty up- 
on members of 
parliament of- 
fending contrary 
9 this act. 


Either houſe of 
parliament may 
cauſe any of 
their members 
to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe as a- 
foreſaid. 
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them ſhall ſee occaſion, either in this preſent par- 
lament, or any other hereafter to be holden, to 
order and cauſe all or any of the members of their 
reſpective houſes of parliament, openly in their re- 
ſpective houſes of parliament, to take the ſaid 
oaths, and to make and ſubſcribe the ſaid decla- 
ration, at ſuch times and in ſuch manner as they 
ſhall appoint. (2) And if any peer ſhall, con- 
trary to ſuch order made by their ſaid houſe, wil- 
fully. preſume to ſit therein, without taking the 
ſaid oaths, and ſubſcribing the ſaid declaration, 
according to the ſaid order, eveiy ſuch peer or 
member of the houſe of peers, ſo pieſuming to 
fir, ſhall be adjudged, and is hereby declared, to 
be uncapable, and diſabled in law, to all intents 
and purpoſes whatſpeyer, to ſit in the ſaid houſe 
of peers, and give any voice therein, either by 
proxy or otherwiſe howſoever, during that parlia- 
ment; (3) and if any member or members of 
the houſe of commons ſhall, contrary to ſuch 
order made by their houſe, wilfully preſuine to 
ſit therein, without taking the ſaid oaths, and 
making and ſubſcribing the ſaid declaration, every 
ſuch member or men:bers-cf the houſe of com- 
mons ſq preſuming to fit, ſhall be adjudged, and 
is hereby declared, to be uncapable and diſabled 
in law, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, to 
ſit in the ſaid houſe of commons, or give any 
yoice therein during that parliament. 

8, And be it enacted, That in every caſe where 
any member or members of the houſe of com- 
mons ſhall, by virtue of this act, be diſabled to ſit 
or vote in the houſe of commons, then and in 
every ſuch caſe, FIRou any further conviction 

or. 
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or other proceedings againſt ſuch member or Th* places of 


members of the 


members, the place or places for which they or houſe of com- 


any of them were elected, be hereby declared wee, hallbe rde 
void; (2) and a new writ or writs ſhall iſſue out pra ayes = 
of the high court of chancery by warrant or ions. 
warrants from the ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 

mons for the time being, and by order of the 

ſaid houſe, for the election of a new member or 
members to ſerve in the houſe of commons, in 

the place or places of ſuch member or members 

ſo difabled, to all intents and purpoſes, as if ſuch 
memberor members were naturally dead. 


A. D. 1677. 


— 


AN NO 2* GULIELMI ET MARIA, SESS. I. C. 7. * 


An AF 10 declare the Right and Freedom of Eleckion 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for the Cinque 
Ports, 


g WIEEREAS the election of members 
to ſerve in parliament ought to be free; and 
whereas the late lord wardens of the cinque ports 
have pretended unto, .and claimed as of right, a 
power of nominating and recommending to each 
of the ſaid cinque ports, the two ancient towns, and 
their reſpective members, one perſon whom they 
ought to elect to ſerve as a baron or member of 
parliament for ſuch reſpective port, ancient town, 

or member, contrary to the ancient uſage, right 
and freedom of elections: 

2. Be it therefore declared and enacted by 
the king's andqueen's moſt excellent majeſties, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi- 
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Recommendati- 
ons of members 
to the cinque 


pt 8. 


No members, 
except commiſſi - 
oners of treaſury 
and land tax and 
'T's Neale, 0 be 
farmers. 
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ritual and temporal and commons in this pre- 
ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 
the ſame, That all ſuch nominationsor recommen- 
dations were and are contrary to the laws and con- 
ſtitution of this realm, and for the future ſhall 
be ſo deemed and conſtrued, and hereby are de- 
clared to have been, and are, void to all intents 
and purpoſes whatſoever; any-pretence to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. A. D. 1690. 


had 
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An Ad for granting to their Majeſties certain Rates 
and Duties upon Salt and upon Beer, Ale, and 
other Liquors, fer ſecuring certain Recompences 
and Advantages in the ſaid AF mentioned, to 
ſuch Perſens as ſhall voluntarily advance the ſum 
of Ten Hundred Thouſand Pounds towards carry- 
ing en the War againſt France. 


. PROVI DED always, and be it enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That no member of 
the houſe of commons ſhall at any time be con- 
cerned directly or indirectly, or any other in 
truſt for him, in the farming, collecting, or ma- 
naging any of the ſums of money, duties, or 
other aids granted to their majeſties by this act, 
or that hereafter ſhall be granted by any other 
act of parliament; except the commiſſioners of 
the treaſury, and the officers and commiſ- 
ſioners for managing the cuſtoms and exciſe, not 
exceeding the preſent number in each office, and 
thoſe appointed to be commiſſioners for putting 
in execution an act, intitled, an Act for granting 

to 
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to their majeſties an aid of four ſhillings in the 
pound for one year, for carrying on a vigorous 
war againſt France, as to their executing only the 
authority of the ſaid act, by which they are ap- 
pointed commiſſioners. Provided always, That 
Thomas Neale, Eſq. may be employed by their 
majeſties as they ſhall think fit, in the ordering, 
or managing the ſeveral recompences and advan- 
tages hereby given to the contributors upon this 
act, any thing in this act contained to the con- 


trary notwithſtanding. A. D. 1694. 


— — 
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An Att for granting to their Mapyfties ſeveral Rates 
and Duties upon Tonnage of Ships and Veſſels, and 
upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, for ſecuring 
certain Recompences and Advantages in the ſaid 
Att mentioned, to ſuch Perſens as ſhall voluntarily 
advance the Sum of Fifteen Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds towards carrying on the War againſt 


France. 


43. © AND whereas by an act of this preſent 
ſeſſion of parliament, intitled, an Act for granting 
to their majeſties certain rates and dutics upon 
falt, and upon beer, ale, and other hquors, for 
ſecuring certain recompences and advantages, in 
the ſaid act mentioned, to ſuch perſons as ſhall 
voluntarily advance the ſum of ten hundred thou- 
ſand pounds towards carrying on the war againft 
France ;* it is enacted, That no member of the 
houſe of commons ſhall at any time be concerned 
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in the farming, collecting, or managing any ſum 
or ſums of money, duties, or other aids, by the 
ſaid act, or any other act of parliament granted, 
or to be granted to their majeſties, except the 
perſons in the ſaid act excepted; and whereas 
ſome doubts may ariſe, whether any member or 
members of parliament may be concerned in the 
corporation to be erected in purſuance of this 
act: Be it therefore declared and enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful to, and for, any member or members of 
the houſe of commons, to be a member or 
members of the ſaid corporation for the purpoſes 
in this act mentioned; any thing in the ſaid re- 
cited act contained to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. 


48. And to the end the great duties of exciſe, 
and the powers given for the collecting and levy- 
ing the ſame, may not be employed for the in- 
fluencing of elections of members to ſerve in par- 
liament, which elections, by the conſtitution of 
this government, ought to be free and uncorrupt; 
be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the 1ſt day of May, in the year 
of our Lord 1694, no collector, ſuperviſor, 
gauger, or other officer, or perſon whatever con- 
cerned or employed in the charging, collecting, 
levying, or managing the duties of exciſe or any 
branch or part thereof, ſhall, by word, meſlage, 
or writing, or in any other manner whatſo- 
ever endeayour to perſuade any elector to give, 
or diſſuade any - elector from giving, his vote 
for the choice of any perſon to be a knight of the 

| ſhire 
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ſhire, citizen, burgeſs, or baron of any county, 
city, borough, or cinque port, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, and every officer or other perſon offending 
therein ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds, 
one moiety thereof to the informer, the other 
moiety to the poor of the pariſh where ſuch of- 
fence ſhall be committed, to be recovered by any 
perſon that ſhall ſue for the ſame, by action of 
debt, bill, plaint, or information in any of their 
majeſties courts of record at Weſtminſter, in 
which no eſſoin, protection, privilege, or wager 
of law, or more than one imparlance ſhall be al- 
lowed ; and every perſon convict, on any. ſuch ſuit, 
of the ſaid offence, ſhall thereby become diſabled 
and incapable of ever bearing or executing any 
office or place concerning or relating to the duty 
of exciſe, or any other office or place of truſt 


Penalty. 


whatſoever under their. majeſties, their heirs or 


ſucceſſors. 
A. D. 1694. 


— — — — 
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An Af for the frequent meeting and calling of Par- 


laments. 


6 . HEREAS by the ancient laws and 


ſtatutes of this kingdom frequent parliaments 
ought to be held; and whereas frequent and new 
parliaments tend very much to the happy union 
and good agreement of the king and people; 
We your majeſties moſt loyal and obedient ſub- 

e's jects, 
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jects, the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 

mons in this preſent parliament afſembled, do 

moſt humbly beſeech your moſt excellent majeſ- 

nies that it may be declared and enacted in this pre- 

ſent parliament; and it is hereby declared and en- 

acted by the king's and queen's moſt excellent ma- 

jeſties, by and with the advice and conſent of the 

lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons 1n this 

preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 

Cee; of the ſame, That from henceforth a parliament 
years. {ſhall be holden once in three years at the leaſt, 

.2. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That within three years at the 
fartheſt, from and after the diſſolution of this 
preſent parliament, and ſo from time to time for 
ever hereafter, within three years at the fartheſt, 
from and after the determination of every other 

— parliament, legal writs under the great ſeal ſhall 
de iſſued by directions of your majeſties, your 
heirs and ſucceſſors, for calling, aſſembling, and 

holding another new parliament. 

3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That from henceforth no parliament 
whatſoe ver, that ſhall at any time hereafter be 

—— called, aſſembled, or held, ſhall have any con- 

3 years. tinuance longer than for three years only at the 
fartheſt, to be accounted from the day on which, 
by the wnits of ſummons, the faid parliament 
ſhall be appointed to meet. 

4. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
Deter bene rity aforeſaid, That this preſent parliament ſhall 
iel November, ceaſe and determine on the firſt day of Novem- 
OO ber, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord 1696, 

2 unleſs 
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unleſs their majeſties ſhall think fit to diſſolve it 
ſooner. 
A. b. 1694. 


= — ===} 
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Ai for preventing Charge and Expence in Elec- 
liens of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS grievous complaints are 
made and manifeſtly appear to be true in the 
kingdom, of undue elections of members to par- 
liament by exceſſive and exorbitant expences, 
contrary to the laws and in violation of the free- 
dom due to the election of repreſentatives for the 
commons of England in parliament, to the great 
ſcandal of the kingdom, diſhonourable, and may 
be deſtructive to the conſtitution of parliaments: 
Wherefore, for remedy therein, and that all elec- 
tions of members to parliament may be hereafter 
freely and indifferently made without charge or 
expence; be it enacted, and declared by our 
ſovereign lord the king's molt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal and commons in this preſent 
parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That no perſon or perſons hereafter to be dates after 
elected to ſerve in parliament for any county, n of — 
city, town, borough, port, or place within the fuch place be- 
kinzdom of England, dominion of Wales, or — 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, after the teſte ed _ 
of the writ of ſummons to parliament, or after —_— — 

c 6 | the © elected. 
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the teſte or the iſſuing out or ordering of the 
writ or writs of election upon the calling or ſum- 
moning of any parliament hereafter, or after any 
ſuch place becomes vacant hereafter in the time 
of this preſent or any other parliament, ſhall or do 
hereafter, by himſelf or themſelves, or by any other 
ways or means on his or their behalf, or at his or 
their charge, before his or their election to ſerve in 
parliament for any county, city, town, borough, 
port, or place within the kingdom of England, 
dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, directly or indirectly give, preſent or 
allow, to any perſon or perſons having voice or 
vote in ſuch election, any money, meat, drink, 
entertainment, or proviſion, or make any preſent 
gift, reward, or entertainment, or ſhall at any 
time hereafter, make any promiſe, agreement, 
| obligation, or engagement to give or allow any 
1 money, meat, drink, proviſion, preſent, reward, 
4 or entertainment, to or for any ſuch perſon or 
| perſons in particular, or to any ſuch county, 
city, town, borough, port, or- place in general, 
or to or for the uſe, advantage, benefit, employ- 
ment, profit, or preferment of any ſuch perſon 
or perſons, place or places, in order to be elected, 
or for being elected, to ſerve in parliament for 
ſuch county, city, borough, town, port, or 
place. | 

In 2. And it is hereby further enacted and declared, 
| | | That every perſon and perſons ſo giving, preſent- 
— 1 ing, or allowing, making, promiſing, or engag- 
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— 1 ing, doing, acting, or proceeding, ſhall be, and 
| |  Incapabletoſerve are hereby declared and enacted, diſabled and 
N 1 * in parliament. incapa- 
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incapacitated, upon ſuch election to ſerve in par- 
liament for ſuch county, city, town, borough, 
port, or place; and that ſuch perſon or perſons 
| ſhall be deemed and taken, and are hereby de- 
clared and enacted to be deemed and taken, no 
members in parliament, and ſhall not act, fit, or 
have any vote or place in parliament, but ſhall 
be and are hereby declared and enacted to be, to 
all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as if they 
had been never returned or elected members for 
the parliament. 

| | A. b. 1696. 


= —— — 
AN NO 7 ET 8 GULIELMI III. CAP. 7. 


An AF to prevent falſe and double Returns of Mem- 


bers to ſerve in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS falſe and double returns 


45 


Continued by 12 
and 13 W. 3. 


of meinbers to ſerve in parliament are an abuſe of . 5. 


truſt in a matter of the greateſt conſequence to 
the kingdom, and not only an injury to the per- 
ſons duly choſen, by keeping them from their 
ſervice in the houſe of commons, and putting 
them to great expence to make their elections ap- 
pear, but alſo to the counties, cities, boroughs, 
and cinque ports, by which they are choſen, and 
the buſineſs of parliament diſturbed and delayed 
thereby: Be it therefore enacted and declared 
by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal and commons in this preſent parliament 

EY aſſembled, 
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aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
That all falſe returns, wilfully made, of any knight 
of the ſhire, citizen, burgeſs, baron of the cinque 
Falſe returns of . . 
me:nbers prohii- ports, or other member to ſerve in parliament, 
POS are againſt law, and are hereby prohibited, and 
in caſe that any perſon or perſons ſhall return any 
member to ſerve in parliament for any county, 
city, borough, cinque port, or place, contrary to 
What ſhall be a the laſt determination in the houſe of commons, 
falſe rerum. of the right of election in ſuch county, city, 
borough, cinque port, or place, that fuch return 
ſo made, ſhall, and is hereby adjudged to be, 2 
falſe return. ä 
2. And be it further enacted, That the party 
Party grieves grieved, to wit, every perſon that ſhall be duly 
may fue in 27 elected to ſerve in parliament for any county, 


= — — borough, cinque port, or place, by ſuch falſe 
= ages. return, may ſue the officers and perſons making or 
| procuring the ſame, and every or any of them, 
1 at his election, in any of his majeſty's courts of 
114 record at Weſtminſter, and ſhall recover double 
the damages he ſhall fuſtain by reaſon thcreof, 
together with his full coſts of ſuch ſuit. 

3- And to the end the law may not be cluded 
by double. returns, be it further enacted, That 
if any officer ſhall wilfully, falſely, and mali- 
ciouſſy return more perſons than are required 
to be choſen by the writ or precept on which any 
choice is made, the like remedy may be had, 
againſt him or them, and the party or parties 
that willingly procure the ſame, and every or 
any of them, by the party grieved, at his elec- 
tion. 


— — 2 * 2 
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4. And 
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4. And be it further enacted, That all con- Contrafts mate 


tracts, promiſes, bonds, and ſecurities whatſo- 
ever hereafter made or given, to procure any re- 
rum of any member to ſerve in parliament, or 
any thing relating thereunto, be adjudged void; and 
that whoever makes or gives ſuch contract, ſe- 
curity, promiſe, or bond, or any gift or reward, 
to procure ſuch. falſe or double returns, ſhall for- 
feit the ſum of three hundred pounds, one third 
part thereof to be to his majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, another third part thereof to the poor 


to procure te- 
turns void. 


Penalty. 


of the county, city, borough, or place concerned, 


and one third part thereof to the informer, with 
his coſts, to be recovered in any of his majeſty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, by action of 
debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no eſſoin, 
protection, or wager of law, ſhall be allowed, 
nor any. more than one imparlance. 

5. And for the more eaſy and better proof of 
any ſuch falſe or double return, be it enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That the clerk of the 
crown for the time being ſhall from time to time 
enter, or cauſe to be entered, in a book for that 
purpoſe to be kept in his office, every ſingle and 
double return of any member or members to 
ſerve in parliament which ſhall be returned or 
come into his office, or to his hands, and alſo 
every alteration and amendment as ſhall be made 
by him or his deputy in every ſuch return; to 
which book all perſons ſhall have free acceſs at 
all ſeaſonable times, to ſearch and take true 
copies of ſo much thereof as ſhall be deſired, 
paying a reaſonable fee or reward for the ſame : 

1 and 


Clerk of the 
crown to enter 
every return an. 
amendment. 


All perſons hall 
have acceſs to 
the bock, and 
the book or 3 
copy nay be 
given in ev] 
denes. 
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and that the party or parties proſecuting ſuch 
ſuit, ſhall and may at any trial give in evidence 

| fuch book ſo kept, or a true copy thereof, relat- 

ing to ſuch falſe or dauble return, and ſhall have 

the like advantage of ſuch proof, as he or they 

ſhould or might have had by producing the record 

itſelf ; any law, cuſtom, or uſage to the contrary 

Clerk notenter- notwithſtanding; and in caſe the ſaid clerk of the 
2 crown ſhall not, within fix days after any return 
ure maki”s ſhall come into his office or to his hands, duly and 


any alteration, 


—— © fairly make an entry or entries as aforeſaid, or 


1 ſhall make any alteration in any return, unleſs by 
is oe. Order of the houſe of commons, or give any cer- 
tificate of any perſon not returned, or ſhall wil- 
fully neglect or omit to perform his duty in the 
premiſes, he ſhall for every ſuch offence farfeit 
to the party or parties aggrieved the ſum of five 
hundred pounds to be recovered as aforeſaid, and 
ſhall forfeit and loſe his ſaid office, and be for 

ever incapable of having or holding the ſame. 
| 6. Provided always that every information or 
8 action, grounded upon this ſtatute, ſnall be brought 
pers. within the ſpace of two years after the cauſe of 
action ſhall ariſe, and not after. 

7. Provided alſo, and be it enacted by the autho- 
AR to continue rity aforeſaid, that this act ſhall continue for the 
Made "perpetual term of 7 years, and from thence to the end of 
- 5.8 1g. the next ſeſſion of parliament, and no longer. 


A. Db. 1696. 


ANNo 
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ANNO 7 ET 8* GULIELMI III. CAP. 25. 


An Af for the further regulating Elections of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament, and for the preventing 
irregular Proceedings of Shersffs and other Officers, 
in the electing and returning ſuch Members. 


WIEREAS by the evil practices and 
irregular proceedings of ſheriffs, under ſheriffs, 
mayors, bailiffs, and other officers, in the execu- 
tion of writs and precepts for electing of members 
to ſerve in parliament, as well the freeholders 


and others in their right of election, as alſo the 


perſons by them elected to be their repreſentatives, 
have heretofore been greatly injured and abuſed ;' 
Now, for remedying the ſame and preventing the 
like for the future, be it enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by 

the authority of the ſame, That when any new par- 


liament ſhall at any time hereafter be ſummoned 


or called, there ſhall be forty days between the 


teſte and returns of the writs of ſummons ; and 


that the lord chancellor, lord keeper, or lords 
commiſſioners of the great ſeal for the time being, 
ſhall iſſue out the writs for election of members 
to ſerve in the ſame parliament, with as much 
expedition as the ſame may be done; and that, 
as well upon the calling or ſummoning any new 
parliament, as alſo in caſe of any vacancy during 
tha preſent or any future parliament, the ſeveral 


D writs 


49 


Forty days be- 
tween the teſte 
and return of the 
writ. 


Writ to be iſſued 
out with all ex- 
pe lition, and de- 
livered to the 
proper officer, 
who is to indorſe 
the day when 
received, and 
make out tho 
precept. 
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'writs ſhall be delivered to the proper officer to 
whom the execution thereof doth belong or ap- 
pertain,” and to no other perſon whatſoever ; and 
that every ſuch officer, upon the receipt of the 
ſame writ, ſhall upon the back thereof indorſe the 
day he received the ſame, and ſhall forthwith, 
upon receipt of the writ, make out the precept or 
precepts to each borough, town corporate, port or 
place within his juriſdiction, where any member 
or members are to be elected to ſerve in ſuch 
new parliament, or to ſupply any vacancy during 
the preſent or any future parliament, and within 
three days after the receipt of the ſaid writ of 
election, ſhall by himſelf, or proper agent, de- 
liver, or cauſe to be delivered, ſuch precept or 
precepts to the proper officer of every ſuch bo- 
rough, town corporate, port.or place within his 
_— juriſdiction, to whom the execution of ſuch pre- 
days arcerre<iPt cept doth belong or appertain, and to no other 
perſon whatſoever; and every ſuch officer upon 
. the back of the ſame precept, ſhall indorſe the 
ceipt, and, give day of his receipt thereof, in the preſence of the 
— * ww party from whom he received ſuch precept, and 
in 8 days after. ſhall forthwith cauſe public notice to be given of 
the time and place of election, and ſhall proceed 
to election thereupon, within the ſpace of eight 
days next after his receipt of the ſame precept, 
and give four days notice at leaſt of the day ap- 
pointed for the election. 
2. And be it further enacted by the n 
* c. not aforeſaid, That neither the ſheriff nor his under 
any fee formak- ſheriff in any county or city, nor the mayor, 
&. of any welt bailiff, conſtable, port- reeve, or other officer or 


Sc. of any writ 
cr precepr, officers 
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officers of any borough; town corporate, port or 
place, to whom the execution of any writ or 
precept for electing members to ſerve in par- 
liament doth belong or appertain, ſhall give, 
pay, receive, or take any fee, reward, or gra- 
tuity whatſoever, for the making out receipt, 
delivery, return or execution of any ſuch writ or 
precept. 

3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That upon every election to be made 
of any knight or knights of the ſhire to ſerve in 
this-preſent or any future parliament, the ſheriff 
of the county where ſuch election ſhall be made 
ſhall hold his county court for the ſame election 
at the moſt public and uſual place of eleCtion 
within the ſame county, and where the ſame has 
moſt uſually been for forty years laſt paſt, and ſhall 
there proceed to election at the next county court, 
unleſs the ſame fall out to be held within fix days 
after the receipt of the writ, or upon the ſame 
day, and then ſhall adjourn the fame court to 
ſume convenient day, giving ten days notice of 
the time and place of election; and in caſe the 
ſaid election be not determined upon the view, 
with the conſent of the freeholders there preſent, 
but that a poll ſhall be required for determina- 
tion thereof, then the ſaid ſheriff, or in his abſence 
his under ſheriff, with ſuch others as ſhall be de- 
puted by him, ſhall forthwith there proceed to 
take the ſaid poll in ſome open or public place or 
places, by the ſame ſheriff, or his under ſheriff 
as aforeſaid in his abſence, or others appointed 


for the taking thereof as aforeſaid; and for the 


D 2 more 


County court to 
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uſual place, and 
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more due and orderly proceeding in the ſaid poll, 
the fa:d ſheriff or in his abſence his under ſheriff, 
or ſuch as he {hall depute, ſhall appoint ſuch 
number of clerks as to him ſhall ſeem meet and 
convenient for taking thereof ; which clerks ſhall 
all take the ſaid poll, in the preſence of the ſaid 
ſheriff or his under ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall 
depute; and before they begin to take the ſaid 
poll, every clerk ſo appointed ſhall by the ſaid 
ſheriff, or his under ſheriff as aforeſaid, be ſworn 
truly and indifferently to take the ſame poll, and 
to ſet down the names of each freeholder, and 
the place of his freehold, and for whom he ſhall 
poll, and to poll no freeholder who is not ſworn, 
if ſo required by the candidates or any of them, 
(which oath of the ſaid clerks, the ſaid ſheriff, or 
his under ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall depute, are 
hereby impowered to adminiſter) and the ſheriff, 
or in his abſence his under ſheriff, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall appoint for each candidate ſuch one perſon 
as ſhall be nominated to him by each candidate, 
to be inſpectors of every clerk who. ſhall be ap- 
pointed for taking the poll; and every freeholder 
before he is admitted to poll at the ſame election, 
ſhall, if required, by the candidates or any of 
them, firſt take the oath herein-after mentioned; 
which oath the ſaid ſheriff, by himſelf or his under 
ſheriff, or ſuch ſworn clerks by him appointed 
for taking of the ſaid poll as aforeſaid, are hereby 
authorized to adminiſter, (viz.) 

« You ſhall ſwear that you are a freeholder for 
te the county of and have freehold lands 
<« or hereditaments of the yearly value of forty 

2 ſhillings, 
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ec ſhillings, lying at within the faid county 
« of and that you have not been before 
« polled at this election.“ | 

4. And in caſe any freeholder or any other per- 
ſon taking the ſaid oath, ſhall thereby commit 
wilful and corrupt perjury, and be thereof con- 
victed, or if any perſon do unlawfully and cor- 
ruptly procure or ſuborn any frecholder or other 
perſon, to take the faid oath in order to be polled, 
whereby he ſhall commit ſuch wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury, and ſhall be thereof convicted, he 
and they for every ſuch offence, ſhall incur the 
like pains and penalties, as are in and by one act of 
parliament, made in the. 5th year of the reign of 
the late queen Elizabeth, intituled, An act for 
puniſhment of ſuch perſons, as ſhall procure or 
commit any wilful perjury,” enacted againſt all 
ſuch who ſhall commit wilful perjury, or ſuborn 
or procure any perſon to commit any unlawful 
and corrupt perjury contrary to the ſaid act. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the ſaid ſheriff, or in his abſence 
his under ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall depute as 
aforeſaid, ſhall at the ſame place of election pro- 
ceed to the polling all the freeholders then and 
there preſent, and ſhall not adjourn the county 
court then and there held, to any other town or 
place within the ſame county, without the con- 
ſent of the candidates, nor ſhall, by any unneceſ- 
ſary adjournment in the ſame place of election, 
protract or delay the election; but ſhall duly and 
orderly proceed in the taking of the ſaid poll, from 
day to day and time to time, without any fur- 
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ther or other adjournment, without the conſent 
of the candidates, until all the frecholders then and 
there preſent ſhall be polled, and no longer. 

6. And be it further enacted, That every ſheriff, 
under ſheiiff, mayor, bailiff, and other officer to 
whom the execution of any writ or precept ſhall 
belong for the electing of members to ſerve in par- 
liament, ſhall forchwith deliver to ſuch perſon or 
Copy of the pol Perſons as ſhall defire the ſame, a copy of the 
porting — poll taken at ſuch election, paying only a reaſon- 
for writing: able charge for writing the ſame, and every ſheriff, 

under ſheriff, mayor, bailiff, and other officer, to 

whom the execution of any writ or precept for 

electing of members to ſerve in parliament doth 

belong, for every wilful offence contrary to this 

P-ralty on the- act, ſhall forfeic to every party ſo aggrieved, the 

unos wit ſum of five hund: ed pounds to be recovered by 

— him or them, his or their executors or admini- 

ſtrators, together with full coſts of ſuit, and for 

which he or they may ſue by action of debt, bill, 

plaint, or information, in any of his majeſt;'s 

courts at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, pro- 

tection, wager of law, privilege, or imparlance 
ſhall be admitted or allowed. 

- 7. And be it alſo enacted, That no perſon or 

perſons ſhall be allowed to have any vote in 

| election of members to ſerve in parliament, for 

223 by reaſon of any truſt, eſtate, or mortgage, 

&c. unleſs in unleſs ſuch truſtee or mortgagee be in actual poſ- 

— — ſeſſion or receipt of the 1ents and profits of the 

6 ſame eſtate; but that the mortgager, or cęſtui 

que truſt, in poſſeſſion, ſhall and may vote 


for the ſame eſtate, notwithſtanding ſuch mort- 
Sage 
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gage or truſt; and that all conveyances of any 


meſſuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in 
any county, city, borough, town corporate, port 
or place, in order to multiply voices, or to ſplit 
and divide the intereſt in any houſes or lands 
among ſeveral perſons, to enable them to vote 
at elections of members to ſerve in parliament, 
are hereby declared to be void and of none effect, 
and that no more than one ſingle voice ſhall be 
admitted to one and the ſame houſe or tene- 
ment. 

8. And be it further enacted, That no perſon 
whatſoever, being under the age of one and twenty 
years, ſhall at any time hereafter be admitted to 
give his voice for election of any member or 
members, to ſerve in this preſent or any future 
parliament; and that no perſon hereafter ſhall be 
capable of being elected a member to ſerve in 
this or any future parliament, who is not of the age 
of one and twenty years; and every election or re- 
turn of any perſon under that age is hereby declared 
to be null and void, and if any ſuch minor here- 
after choſen, ſhall preſume to ſit or vote in par- 
hament, he ſhall incur ſuch penalties and for- 


feitures, as if he had preſumed to fit and vote in 


parliament without being choſen or returned. 

9. And whereas the county court of the county 
of York is by cuſtom called and held upon 
Mondays, which hath long been complained of 
to be a very inconvenient day to all the ſuitors 
thereunto, who at the elections of knights of 
the ſhire and all ſervices at other times, are 
forced to travel upon Sundays to their atten- 
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dance there, to their very great diſſatisfaction and 
grievance,” 

Be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That all county courts after the 25th March, 
1696, held for the county of York, or any other 
county courts which heretofore uſed to be held 
on a Monday, ſhall be called and held upon a 
Weaneſday and not otherwiſe, any cuſtom or 
uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

10. Provided alſo, and be it enacted by the 


authority aforeſaid, that the ſheriff of the county 


Poll may be ad- 


| Deer from 
incheſter to 

Newport in the 

Ne of Wight. 


of Southampton, or his deputy at the requeſt of 
one or more of the candidates for election of a 
knight or knights for that county, ſhall adjourn 
the poll from Wincheſter, after every freeholder 
then and there preſent is polled, to Newport in 
the e of Wight, for the eaſe of the inhabitants 
of the ſaid Iſland; any thing in this act contained 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
A. D, 1696. 
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An Af for preventing irregular Proceedings of Sheriffs, 
and other Officers, in making the Returns of Mem- 
bers choſeu to ſerve in Parliament. 


For preventing abuſes in the returns of writs 
of ſummons, for the calling and aſſembling of 
any parliament for the future, or writs for the 
choice of any new member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, and to the end ſuch writs may, by the pro- 

| | per 
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per officer or his deputy, be duly returned and 
delivered to the clerk of the crown, to be by him 
filed according to the ancient and legal courſe; 
be it enacted by the king's moſt excellent ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons in 
parliament aſſembled, and by authority of the 
ſame, That the ſheriff, or other officer having the 
execution and return of any ſuch writ which ſhall 
be iſſued for the future, ſhall, on or before the day 
that any future parliament ſhall be called to meet, 
and with all convenient expedition not exceeding 
fourteen days after any election made by virtue 
of any new writ, either in perſon or by his de- 
puty, make return of the ſame to the clerk of the 
crown in the high court of chancery to be by him 
filed; and the ſheriff, or other perſon making ſuch 
return, ſhall pay to the ſaid clerk of the crown 
the ancient and lawful fees of four ſhillings, and 
no more, for every knight of a ſhire, and two 
ſhillings, and no more, for every citizen, burgeſs, 
or baron of the cinque ports, returned into the 
ſaid court to be by him filed; and the ſaid ſheriff 
or officer ſhall, by virtue of this act, charge the 
ſame to his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, and 
have allowance thereof in his account in the ex- 
_ or elſewhere, 
And whereas by an act made in the 7th 
Fog 8th years of the reign of his preſent ma- 
jeſty, intituled, An act for the further regulating 
election of members to ſerve in parliament, and 
for the preventing irregular proceedings of ſheriffs 
and other officers, in the electing and returning 
fuck 
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ſuch members, it is provided and enacted, That 
the officer, on the receipt of any ſuch writ, ſhall, 

within three days aiter ſuch his receipt, by him- 
ſelf or proper agent, deliver or cauſe to be de- 
livered, a precept or precepts to the proper offi- 
cer of every borough, town corporate, port, or 
place within his juriſdiction, to whom the execu- 
tion of ſuch precept doth belong or appertain, 
which by experience hath been found too ſhort a 
time for the performance of the ſame, in the 
cinque ports; be it therefore enacted, by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That from henceforth the pro- 
per officer of the cinque ports, ſhall be allowed 
ſix days from the receipt of ſuch writ, for the de- 
livery of the precept, according to the purport of 
the ſaid act; any thing in the ſaid act or any other 
law, ſtztute, or uſage, to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. 

3. And it is further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That every ſheriff or other officer, or 
officers aforeſaid, who ſhall not make the returns 
according to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, ſhall forfeit for every ſuch offence the ſum of 
five hundred pounds, one moiety whereof ſhall be 
to his majeſty, and the other moiety to him or 
them that ſhall ſue for the ſame, to be recovered 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in 
any of his majeſty's courts of record at Weſtmin- 
ſter, wherein no eſſoin, protection, privilege, or 
wager of law ſhall be allowed, nor any more than 
one imparlance. 

A. D. 1699. 
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An A fer granting an Aid to his Majeſty by ſale of 
the forfeited and other Eſtates and Intereſts in 
Treland, and by a Land-tax in England, for ibe 
ſeveral Purpoſes therein mentioned. 


150. AND be it fuither enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That no member of the 
houſe of commons in this preſent or any future 
parliament, during the time of his being a mem- 
ber of parliament, ſhall, f.om and after the ſaid 
twenty-fourth day of June, 1700, be capable of 
being a commiſſioner or farmer of the duty of 
exciſe upon beer, ale and other liquors, or of be- 
ing a comm.ſſioner for determining appeals con- 
cerning the ſaid duty, or controuling or auditing 
the account of the ſaid duty, or of holdingor enjoy- 
ing in his own name, or in the name of any other 
perſon in truſt for him, or for his uſe and benefit, 
or of executing by himſelf or his deputy any 
office, place, or employment, touching or con- 
cerning the farming, collecting, or managing the 
ſaid duty of exciſe. 

151. And be it further enacted, That if any 
member of the houſe of commons, in this pre- 
ſent or any future parliament, during the time 
of his being a member of parliament, ſhall at 


any time after the ſaid twenty- fourth day of June, 


by himſelf or his deputy, or any other in truſt for 
him, or for his benefit, take, enjoy, or execute, 
any 
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any office, place or employment, touching or 
concerning the farming, managing, or collecting 
the ſaid duty of exciſe, or determining appeals 
concerning the ſaid duty, or controuling or au- 
diting the accounts of the ſame, ſuch perſon is 
— hereby declared and enacted, to be abſolutely in- 
in th: bouts ® capable of ſitting, voting, or acting as a member 
of the houſe of commons in ſuch parliament. 
152. Provided always, and be it hereby de- 
clared, That nothing herein- before contained ſhall 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend (during the 
88 continuance of this parliament) to the diſabling 
e any preſent 
member, till any perſon, at preſent a member of the houſe 
wer 24 June. of commons, from being concerned in the ma- 
naging, farming, or collecting the ſaid duties of 
exciſe, or in determining appeals concerning 
the ſame, or in controuling or auditing the ac- 
counts thereof, ſo as ſuch perſon ſhall not, after 
the faid twenty-fourth day of June, 1700, ſit, 
vote, or act in the ſaid houſe; any thing herein- 
before contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
A. D. 1700, 


ANNO 12* ET 13” GULIELMI III. CAP, 3. 


An Ad for preventing any Inconveniencies that may 
heppen by Privilege of Parliament. 


© Amended by 1 Fok the preventing all delays the king 
or his ſubjects may receive in any of his courts of 
law or equity, and for their eaſe in the recovery 


of 


_ Geo. 2. c. 24. 
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of their rights and titles to any lands, tenement?, 
or hereditaments, and their debts or other dues 
for which they have cauſe of ſuit or action: Be 
it enacted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this pre- 
ſent parliament afſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That from and after the four and 
twentieth day of June, 1701, any perſon or 
perſons ſhall and may commence and proſe- 
cute any action or ſuit in any of his majelty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, or high court 
of chancery, or court of exchequer, or the 
dutchy court of Lancaſter, or in the court of 
admiralty, and in all cauſes matrimonial and teſ- 
tamentary in the court of arches, the prerogative 
courts of Canterbury and York, and the dele- 
gates, and all courts of appeal, againſt any peer 
of this realm, or lord-of parliament, or againſt 
any of the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes of the 
houſe of commons for the time being, or againſt 
their or any of their menial or other ſervants, or 
any other perſon entitled to the privilege of par- 
liament, at any time from and immediately after 
the diſſolution or prorogation of any parliament, 
until a new parliament ſhall meet, or the ſame 
be re-afſembled, and from and immediately after 
any adjournment of both houſes of parliament 
for above the ſpace of fourteen days, until both 
houſes ſhall meet or re- aſſemble; and that the 
. faid reſpective courts ſhall and may, after ſuch 
diſſolution, prorogation, or adjournment as afore- 
faid, proceed to give judgement, and to make 

final 
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final orders, decrees, and ſentences, and award 
execution thereupon ; any privilege of parliament 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

2. Provided nevertheleſs, That this act ſhall 
not extend to ſubject the perſon of any of the 
knights, citizens, and burgeſſes of the houſe 
of commons, or any other perſon entitled to the 
privilege of parliament, to be arreſted during the 
time of privilege. Nevertheleſs, if any perſon, 

Perſons may or perſons, having cauſe of action, or complaint 
ve proceſs g : 

againſt any peer againſt any peer of this realm, or lord of par- 
tution of parlia- liament, ſuch perſon, or perſons, after any diſ- 
Ew ſolution, prorogation, or adjournment as afore- 
ſaid, or before any ſeſſion of parliament, or 
meeting of both houſes as aforeſaid, ſhall and 
may have ſuch proceſs out of his majeſty's 
courts of king's bench, common pleas, and ex- 
chequer, againſt ſuch peer, or lord of parliament 
as he or they might have had againſt him out 
of the time of privilege ; and if any perſon or 
perſons having cauſe of action againſt any of the 
ſaid knights, citizens, or burgeſſes, or any other 
perſon entitled to privilege of parliament, after 
any diſſolution, prorogation, or ſuch adjournment 
as aforeſaid, or before any ſeſſions of parliament, 
or meeting of both houſes as aforeſaid, ſuch perſon 
or perſons ſhall and may proſecute ſuch knight, 
citizen, or burgeſs, or other perſon entitled to 
the privilege of parliament, in his majeſty's courts 
of king's bench, common pleas, or exchequer, 
by ſummons and diſtreſs infinite, or by original 
bill and ſummons, atrachment and diſtreſs infi- 
nite thereupon to be iſſued out of any of the 

2 ſaid 
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ſaid courts of record, which the ſaid reſpective 

courts are hereby impowered to iſſue againſt 

them, or any of them, until he or they ſhall 

enter a common appearance, or file common 

bail to the plaintiff's action, according to the 

courſe of each reſpective court, and any perſon 

or perſons having cauſe of ſuit or complaint, 

may, in the times aforeſaid, exhibit any bill or ys dag 
complaint againſt any peer of this realm, or lord peer or — 
of parliament, or againſt any of the ſaid knights, 
citizens, or burgeſſes, or other perſon entitled 

to the privilege of parliament, in the high court 

of chancery, court of exchequer, or dutchy court 

of Lancaſter, and may proceed thereon by letter 

or lena as is uſual, and upon leaving a copy 

of the bill with the defendant, or at his houſe or 
lodging, or laſt place of abode, may proceed 
thereon, and, for want of an appearance or an- 
ſwer, or for non-performance of any order or de- 
cree, or breach thereof, may ſequeſter the real and ad — 
perſonal eſtate of the party, as 1s uſed and prac- tate, but not as 
tiſed where the defendant is a peer of this realm, © © 
but ſhall not arreſt or impriſon the body of any of 
the ſaid knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, or other 
privileged perſon, during the continuance of pri- 
vilege of parliament. 

3. And be it enacted by the authority afore- — 
ſaid, That where any plaintiff ſhall, by rea- — by 7 
ſon or occaſion of privilege of parliament, be _ 
ſtayed or prevented from proſecuting any ſuit by xy bY an 
him commenced, ſuch plaintiff ſhall not be en, &c 
barred by any ſtatute of limitation, or nonſuited, 
diſmiſſcd, or his ſuit diſcontinued, for want of 


proſecution 
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proſecution of the ſuit by him begun, but ſhall 
from time to time, upon the rifing of the par- 
liament, be at liberty to proceed to judgement 
and execution. 
[8 No ation, &. 4. And it is hereby enacted, That no ac- 
1 againſt the 5 : . 
5 king's immedi- tion, ſuit; proceſs, order, judgement; decree, or 
1 . proceeding in law or equity againſt the king's 
original and immediate debtor, ſor the recovery 
or obtaining any debt or duty originally and im- 
mediately due or payable unto his majeſty, his 
heirs or ſucceſſors, or againſt any accountant, or 
perſon anſwerable or liable to render any ac- 
count unto his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
for any part or branch of any of his or their 
revenues, or other original or immediate debt 
| or duty, or the execution of any ſuch proceſs, 
0 . bier ef order, Judgement, decree, or proceedings, ſhall 
—.— * be impeached, ſtayed, or delayed, by or under 
to be arreſted, the colour or pretence of any privilege of parlia- 
55 ment; yet ſo, nevertheleſs, that the perſon or 
perſons of any ſuch debtor, or accountant, or 
perſon anſwerable or liable to account, being a 
1 peer of this realm or lord of parliament, ſhall 
4 not be liable to be arreſted or impriſoned by or 
| upon any ſuch ſuit, order, judgement, decree, 
proceſs, or proceedings, or being a member of 
the houſe of commons, ſhall not, during the 
continuance of the privilege of parliament, be 
arreſted or impriſoned, by or upon any ſuch 
order, judgement, decree, proceſs, or proceed- 
1 ings. 
1 — 5. Provided nevertheleſs, That neither this 
| act, nor any thing herein contained, ſhall ex- 
| tend 
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tend to give any juriſdiction, power, or autho- 
rity, to any court, to hold plea in any real or 
mixed actions in any other manner than ſuch 
court might have done before the making this 
act, 

A. D. 1700. 
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An AF for granting an Aid to his Majeſty, for de- 

fraying the Expence of his Navy, Guards, and 

Garriſons for one 2 ; and for other neceſſary 
Occaſions. 


89. AND be it enacted by the authority After aifolu- 
aforeſaid, That no member of the houſe of Hansa, us“ 
commons, from and after the diſſolution of this member fall be 
preſent parliament, ſhall be capable of being a #c. of cuſtoms. 
commiſſioner, or farmer of the cuſtoms, or of 
holding, or enjoying in his own name, or in the 
name of 'any other perſon in truſt for him, or for 
his uſe or benefit, or of executing by himſelf, or 
his deputy, any office, place, or employment, 
touching or concerning the farming, collecting, 
or managing the cuſtoms. 


90. And be it further enacted, That if 


ment, ſhall, during the time of his being a mem- 
ber of parliament, by himſelf, or his deputy, or 
any other in truſt for him, or for his benefit, 

E take, 


Member execu- 
any member of the houſe of commons, from ting office in 


cuſtoms, inca- 


and after the diſſolution of this preſent parlia- pable of srting. 


12 & 13 GULIELMI III. CAP, 10. 


take, enjoy, or execute any office, place, or em- 
ployment, touching or concerning the farming, 
managing, or collecting the cuſtoms ; ſuch perſon 
is hereby declared and enacted to be abſolutely 
incapable of fitting, voting, or acting as a mem- 
ber of the houſe of commons in ſuch parlia- 

ment. | 
3 And be it further enacted, by the autho- 
ence any . aforeſaid, That from and after the 29th day of 
as September 1701, no commiſſioner, collector, 
comptroller, ſearcher, or other officer, or perſon 
whatſoever, concerned or employed in the. charg- 
ing, collecting, levying, or managing the cuſ- 
toms, or any branch or part thereof, ſhall by 
word, meſſage, or writing, or in any other manner 
whatſoever, endeavour to perſuade any elector to 
give, or diſſuade any elector from giving, his vote 
for the choice of any perſon to be a knight of 
the ſhire, citizen, burgeſs, or baron of any 
county, city, borough, or cinque port, to ſerve 
in parliament; and every officer, or other perſon 
offending therein, ſhall forfeit the ſum of 1001. 
one moiety thereof to the informer, the other moie- 
ty to the poor of the pariſh where ſuch offence 
ſhall be committed, to be recovered by any per- 
fon that ſhall ſue for the ſame by action of debt, 
bill, plaint, or information, in any of his ma- 
jeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, in which 
no eſſoin, protection, or wager of law, or more 
than one imparlance ſhall be allowed; and every 
perſun convict on any ſuch ſuit of the ſaid 
offence, ſhall thereby become difabled and inca- 
pable of ever bearing, or executing any office, 
or 
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or place concerning or relating to the cuſtoms, 


or any other office, or place of truſt whatſoever 
under his majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, 


A. D. 1700. 
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An A for the further Explanation- and Regulation 
of Privilege of Parliament in relation to Perſons in 
Public Offices. 


© WHEREAS it is moſt juſt and reaſon- 
able that perſons employed in offices and placesof 
public truſt, ſhould at all times be accountable 
for any miſdemeanors therein, and the public juſ- 
tice of the realm requireth a vigorous proſecution 
of ſuch offenders: To the end therefore that 
your majeſty's good ſubjects may not lie under 
any doubts or diſcouragements whereby ſuch pro- 
ſecution might be prevented or delayed, may it 
pleaſe your moſt excellent majeſty that it may be 
enacted, and be it enacted by the queen's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That any action 
or ſuit ſhall and may be commenced and proſe- 
cuted in any of her majeſty's courts at Weſtmin- 
ſter, againſt any officer or perſon intruſted or 
employed in the revenue of her majeſty, her heirs 
or ſucceſſors, or any part or branch thereof, or 
E 2 any 


* 
Action may be 
proſecuted a- 

gainſt any officer 
ot the revenue or 
any other place 
of public truſt 
for any miſde- 
meanor, &. 
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any other office or place of public truſt, for any 
forfeiture, miſdemeanor, or breach of truſt, of, 
in, or relating to ſuch office or place of truſt, or 
any penalty impoſed by law to enforce the due exe- 
cution thereof, and that no ſuch action, ſuit, or any 
other proceſs, proceeding, judgment, or execution 
thereupon, although ſuch officer or perſon ſhall be 
a peer of this realm, or lord of parliament, or 
one of the knights, citizens, or burgeſſes of the MI, 
houſe of commons, or otherwiſe intitled to the 
to 3 privilege of parliaments, ſnall be impeached, 
prezence of pri- ſtayed, or delayed by or under colour, or pretence 
ebe of any privilege of parliament. 
2dly. Provided nevertheleſs, and be it fur- 
ther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
— mw — nothing in this act ſhall extend to ſubject the per- 
peerto impriſan- ſon of ſuch officer, being a peer of this realm, or 
Og lord of parliament, to be arreſted or impriſoned, 
but that all proceſs ſhall iſſue againſt ſuch officer 
or perſon, being a peer of this realm, or lord of 
parliament, as ſhould have iſſued againſt him 
Nor member of Out of the time of privilege. Nor ſhall extend 
Fenn to ſubject the perſon of ſuch officer being a 
knight, citizen, or burgeſs of the houſe of com- 
mons, to be arreſted or impriſoned, during the 
time of privilege of parliament, and that againſt 
ſuch officer or other perſon, being a knight, citi- 
zen, or burgeſs of the houſe of commons intitled 
to prividege, ſhall be iſſued ſummons and diſtreſs 
infinite or original bill, ſummons, attachment, 
and diſtreſs infinite, which the ſaid reſpective 
courts are . impowered to —_ in ſuch caſe, 
until 


be 


6 ANNE, CAP. 7. 


until the party ſhall appear upon ſuch proceſs ac- 
cording to the courſe of ſuch reſpective court. 
| 4 Do" $707 
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An A for the Security of her Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government, and of the Succeſſion to the Crown of 
Great Britain in the Proteſtant Line, 


Fett. 4. AND be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That this preſent parliament, or 
any other parliament which ſhall hereafter be 
ſummoned and called by her Majeſty Queen 
Anne, her heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall not be deter- 
mined or diſſolved by the death or demiſe of her 
ſaid Majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors; but ſuch 
parliament ſhall and is hereby enacted to conti- 
nue, and is hereby empowered and required, if 
ſitting at the time of ſuch demiſe, immediately 
to proceed to act, notwithſtanding ſuch death or 
demiſe, for and during the term of ſix months, 
and no longer, unleſs the ſame be ſooner pro- 
rogued or diſſolved by ſuch perſon to whom the 
crown of this realm of Great Britain ſhall come, 
remain, and be, according to the acts for limit- 
ing and ſettling the ſucceſſion, and for the union 
above mentioned; and if the faid parliament ſhall 
be prorogued, then it ſhall meet and fir on and 
upon the day-unto which it ſhall be prorogued, 
and continue for the reſidue of the ſaid time of 

E 3 {ix 
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fix months, unleſs ſooner prorogued or diſſolved, 


as aforeſaid. | 


Se, 5. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if there be a parliament in 
being at the time of the death of her Majeſty, 
her heirs or ſucceſſors, but the ſame happens to 
be ſeparated by adjournment or prorogation, ſuch 
parliament ſhall, immediately after ſuch demiſe, 
meet, convene, and fit, and ſhall act, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch death or demiſe, for and during the 
time of ſix months, and no longer, unleſs the 
ſame ſhall be ſooner prorogued and diſſolved, as 
aforeſaid, | 

Se. 6. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That in caſe there 1s no parlia- 
ment in being at the time of ſuch demiſe, that 
hath met and fat, then the laſt preceding parlia- 
ment ſhall immediately canvene, and fit at Weſt- 
minſter, and be a parliament, to continue as a- 
foreſaid, to all intents and purpoſes as if the ſame 
parliament had never been diſſolved, but ſubject 
to be prorogued and diſſolved as aforeſaid. 

Se. 7. Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
clared, That nothing in this a& contained ſhall 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to alter or a- 
bridge the power of the queen, hei heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, to prorogue or diſſolve parliaments, nor 
to repeal or make void one act of parliament 
made in England in the 6th year cf the reign 
of their ſaid late majeſties, king William and 
queen Mary, intituled, An act for the frequent 
meeting and calling of parliaments ; but that the 
ſaid act ſhell continue in force in eyery thing that 

1 


6 ANN, CAP. 7. 


is not contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, the direc- 
tion of this act, and the ſaid act for the frequent 
meeting and calling of parliaments is hereby de- 
clared and enacted to extend to the parliament 
of Great Britain, as fully and effectually, to all 
intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as if the ſame 
were herein and hereby particularly recited and 
enacted. | 
Se, 16. And be it further enacted by the au- 


thority aforeſaid, That any nomination and ap- Nomination of 


pointment already made by the next ſucceſſor, 
ſignified by ſuch initruments depoſited as afore- 


Lord's Juſtices 
by ſucceflor, al- 
ready made, to 
be as effectual 


ſaid, purſuant to the ſaid former act, for the bet- = 'f appointed 


ter ſecurity of her mazeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, and of the ſucceſſion to the crown of Eng- 
land in the proteſtant line, ſhall be deemed and 
taken to be as effectual, for conſtituting and ap- 
pointing the perſons ſo nominated lords juſtices 
of England to be lords juſtices of Great Bri- 
tain to all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as 
if ſuch nomination and appointment were made 
purſuant to this act. 

Seck. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 


ſaid lords juſtices, conſtituted as aforeſaid, ſhall not 3 


by this act. 


Juſtices 


diſſolve the parliament continued and ordered to nt t» diebe 


the parliament 


aſſemble and fit as aforeſaid, without expreſs di- without dree- 


rection from ſuch ſucceeding queen or king; 
and tnat the ſaid lords juſtices ſhall be, and are, 
hereby reitrained and diſabled from giving the 
royal aſſent in parliament to any bill or bills for 


the repealing or altering the act made in England wor atter 13 and 
14 Cæ. 3. e. 4» 


in the 13th and 14th years of the reign of King 
Charles the ſecond, intituled, An act for the uni- 
h E 4 for mit- 
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Or an Act made 


+ in Scotland, 


Parliament call- 
ed by Lords Ju- 
ſtices, not to be 
diſſolved by ar- 
rival of ſucceſ- 
for, 


Perfons in office 
&c. made inca- 
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formity of public prayers and adminiſtration of 
facraments, and other rites and ceremonies ; 
and for eſtabliſhing the form for making, ordain- 
ing, and conſecrating biſhops, prieſts, and dea- 
cons, in the church of England; or the act 
made in Scotland in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament 
there, intituled, An act for ſecuring the pro- 
teſtant religion and preſbyterian church go- 
vernment; and all and every the faid lords ju- 
ſtices concurring in giving the royal aſſent to any 
bill or bills for repealing or altering the ſaid acts, 
or either of them, ſhall be guilty of high trea- 
ſon, and ſuffer and forfeit as in cafes of high 
treaſon. . ; 

Se. 23. And be it further declared and enact- 
ed, That if, after the death of her majeſty with- 
out iſſue, and before the arrival of any ſucceed- 
ing queen or king in Great Britain, any parlia- 
ment ſhall be called by the lords juſtices, by 
writs teſted in their names; by the arrival of ſuch 
ſucceeding queen or king in Great Britain, ſuch 
parliament ſhall not be diſſolved, but after ſuch 
arrival ſhall proceed without any new ſummons. 

Se. 25. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no perſon who ſhall have 
in his own name, or in the name of any perſon 
or perſons in truſt for him, or for his benefit, any 
new office or place of profit whatſoever under 
the crown, which at any time ſince the 25th day 
of October, in the year of our Lord 1705, have 
been created, erected, or hereafter ſhall be erected 


pable of being e- Or Created, nor any perſon who ſhall be a com- 


lected members . . . 
of the houſe of Miſſioner, or ſub-commiſſicner of prizes, ſecre- 


| tary 


commons. 
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tary or receiver of the prizes, nor any comptroller 
of the accounts of the army, nor any commiſ- 
ſioner of tranſports, nor any commiſſioner of the 
ſick and wounded, nor any agent for any regi- 
ment, nor any commiſſioner for any wine licences, 
nor any governor or deputy governor of any of 
the plantations, nor any commiſſioner of the navy 
employed in any of the out ports, nor any perſon 
having any penſion from the crown during plea- 
ſure, ſhall be capable of being elected, or of ſit- 
ting or voting as a member of the houſe of com- 
mons. 

Sec. 26. Provided always, that if any perſon 
being choſen a member of the houſe of commons, 
ſhall accept of any office of profit from the crown 
during ſuch time as he ſhall continue a member, 
his election ſhall be, and is hereby declared to be 
void, and a new writ ſhall iflue for a new election, 
as if ſuch perſon ſo accepting was naturally dead. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch perſon ſhall be 
capable of being again elected, as if his place had 
not become void as aforeſaid. 

Se. 27. Provided allo and be it enacted, 
That in order to prevent for the future too great 
a number of commiſſioners to be appoinced or 
conſtituted for the executing of any office, that no 
greater number of commiſſioners ſhall be made 
or conſtituted for the execution of any office, than 
have been employed in the execution of ſuch re- 
ſpective office at ſome time before the firſt day 
of this preſent parliament. 

Se. 28. Provided alſo, That nothing herein 
contained ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend 

to 
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to any member of the houſe of commons, being 
an officer in her majeſty's navy or army, who 
ſhall receive any new or other commiſſion in 
the navy or army reſpectively. 

Sect. 29. And be it further enacted, That if 
any perſon hereby diſabled or declared to be inca- 
pable to fit or vote in any parliament hereafter to be 


holden, ſhall nevertheleſs be returned as a member 


to ſerve for any county, ſtewartry, city, town, or 
cinque port, in any ſuch parliament, ſuch elec- 
tion and return are hereby enacted and declared to 
be void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; 
and if any perſon diſabled, or declared incapable by 
this act to be elected, ſhall, after the diſſolution or 
determination of this preſent parhament, preſume to 
ſit or vote as a member of the houſe of commons 


in any parliament to be hereafter ſummoned, ſuch 


perſon ſo ſitting or voting ſhall forfeit the ſum of 
cool. to be recovered by ſuch perſon as ſhall fue 
for the ſame in England, by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, wherein no cſſvin, protec- 
tion, or wager of law ſhall be allowed, and only 
one imparlance. ; 

ef. 30. And be it further enacted and de- 
clared, That every perſon diſabled to be elected, 
or to {it or vote in the houſe of commons of any 


parliament of England, ſhall be diſabled to be 


clected, or to fit or vote in the houſe of com- 
mons of any parliament of Great Britain. 

Se. 31. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aſoreſaid, That no perſon who now is a 
commiſſioner for diſpoſing the ſum of 398,08 fl. 


'x0s. and all other ſums ariſing to Scotland by 


way 
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way of equivalent, upon the agreements and to 

the purpoſes mentioned in the articles of union of 

the two kingdoms, ſhall, for or by reaſon of ſuch 

commiſſion, or any other commiſſion for diſpoſing 

the ſaid equivalent or any part thereof, or the Noconmiſfioner 
. . 2 for the equivalent 

execution of any {ich commiſſion, or any thing diſibled from be- 

relating thereunto, be diſabled from being elected £* 

a member of parliament, or ſitting or voting as 

ſuch in this or any future parhament. . 

| | A. D. 1707. 
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An Al for ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments by g 
the farther qualifying the Members to fit in the 
Houſe of Commons, - 


Fon the better preſerving the conſtitution 
and freedom of parliament, be it enacted and de- 
clared by the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons in this preſent 
parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, That from and after the determination of 
this preſent parliament, no perſon ſhall be capa- 
ble to fit or vote, as a member of the houſe of 
commons for any county, city, borough, or cin- 
que port, within that part of Great Britain called 
England, the dominion of Wales, and town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, who ſhall not have an No perſon ſhall 


a member 


eſtate, freehold or copyhold, for his own life, or who hath not an 
for eſtate, &c, 
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for ſome greater eſtate, either in law or equity, 
to and for his own uſe and benefit, of or in lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, over and above what 
will ſatisfy and clear all incumbrances that may 
affect the ſame, lying or being within that part 
of Great Britain called England, the dominion 
of Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, of 
the reſpective annual value hereafter limited, 
viz. The annual value of 6001. above reprizes 
for every knight of a ſhire, and the annual va- 
lue of 300 J. above reprizes, for every citizen, 
burgeſs, or baron of the cinque ports; and that 
if any perſon who ſhall be elected, or returned to 
ſerve in any parliament as a knight of a ſhire or 
as a Citizen, burgeſs or baron of the cinque ports, 
ſhall not, at the time of ſuch election and return, 
be ſeized of or entitled to ſuch an eſtate, in lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, as for ſuch knight, 
or for ſuch citizen, burgeſs, or baron reſpectively, 
is hereinbefore required or limited, fuch election 
and return ſhall be void. 
2dly, Provided always, That nothing” in 
this act contained, ſhall extend to make the 
eldeſt ſon, or heir apparent of any peer or lord 
ot parliament, or of any perſon qualified by this 
act to ſerve as knight of a ſhire, uncapable of 
being elected and returned, and fitting and vot- 
ing as a member of the houſe of commons in any 
parliament. | | 
3dly, Provided always, That nothing in this 
act contained, ſhall extend or be conſtrued to 
extend to either of the univerſities, in that part 
of Great Britain called England, but that they, 
and 
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and each of them may elect and return members 
to repreſent them in parliament as heretofore they 
have done; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

Athly, Provided always, and be it enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon what- 
ſoever, ſhall be conſtrued to be qualified to fit 
in the houſe of commons, within the meaning of 
this act, by virtue of any mortgage whatſoever 
whereof the equity of redemption is in any other 
perſon or perſons, unleſs the mortgagee ſhall 
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None to be qua- 
lified by virtue of 
any mortgage, 
unleſs the mort- 
gagee have been 
in poſſeſſion 
ſeven years be- 


foie the election. 


have been in poſſeſſion of the mortgaged pre- 


miſes, for the ſpace of ſeven years before the time 
of his election; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

Sthly, Provided always, and it is hereby en- 
acted by the authority aforeſaid, That every per- 
ſon (except as aforeſaid) who, from and after the 
determination of this preſent parliament, ſhall 
appear as a candidate, or ſhall by himſelf or any 
others be propoſed to be elected to ſerve as a 
member for the houſe of commons, for any coun- 
ty, city, borough, or cinque port in England, 
Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, ſhall, and he 
is hereby enjoined and required, upon reaſonable 
requeſt to him to be made (at the time of ſuch 
election, or before the day to be prefixed in the 
writ of ſummons for the meeting of the parlia- 
ment) by any other perſon who ſhall ſtand candi- 
date at ſuch election, or by any two or more perſons 
having right to vote at ſuch election, take a cor- 
poral oath in the form or to the effect following: 

© I, A. B. do ſwear, that I truly and Zona fide 


Every candidate 
at the requeſt of 
another candi- 
date, or of two 
of the voters, 
ſhall take the fol- 
low.ng oath. 


The Oath. 


have ſuch an eſtate in law or equity, to and 


2 for 


| If the candidate 

| be for a city &c, 

| | the oath ſhall re- 

| late only to 300l. 

per annum; mu- 
tatis mutandis. 


The oath to be 
adminiſtered by 
the ſheriff, &c. 
who ſhall, within 
three months af- 
ter the taking 
thereof, certify 
the ſame into the 
Queen's Bench 
cr Chancery, or 
forfeit iQ0l, 
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for my own uſe and benefit, of or in lands, te- 
nements, or hereditaments, (over and above 
what will ſatisfy and clear all incumbrances that 
may affect the fame) of the annual value of 
600l. above repriſes, as doth qualify me to be 
elected and returned to ſerve as a member for 
the county of according to the tenor 
and true meaning of the act of parliament in 
that behalf; and that my ſaid lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, are lying or being within the pa- 
riſh, townſhip, or precincts of or in 
the ſeveral pariſhes, townſhips, or precincts of 

in the county of or in the ſeveral counties 
of (as the caſe may be).” 

6. And in cafe ſuch candidate or perſon is to 
ſerve for any city, borough, or cinque port, then 
the ſaid oath ſhall relate only to the ſaid value of 
300l. per annum, and be taken to the ſame effect, 
mutatis mutandis, as is hereby preſcribed for the 
oath of a perſon to ſerve as a member for ſuch 
county as aforeſaid. | 

7. And it is hereby enacted, That the reſpoor= 
tive oaths aforeſaid ſhall and may be adminiſtered 
by the ſheriff or under-ſheriff for any ſuch county 
as aforeſaid, or by the mayor, bailiff, or other 
officer or officers, for any city, borough, or port, 
to whom it ſhall appertain to take the poll, or 


make the return, at ſuch election for the ſame 


county, borough, or port reſpectively, or by any 
two or more juſtices of the peace within Eng- 
land, Wales, and Berwick upon Tweed; and the 
ſaid ſheriff, mayor, bailiff, or other officers, and 


the ſaid juſtices of the peace reſpectively, who 


ſhal! adminiſter the ſaid oaths, are hereby re- 
3 quired, 


3 
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quired to certify the taking thereof into her ma- 
jeſty's high court of chancery, or the queen's 
bench, within three months after the taking the 
ſame, under the penalty of forfeicing the ſum of 
100l. to wit, one moiety thereof to the queen, 
and the other moiety thereof to ſuch perſon or 
perſons as will ſue for the ſame, to be recovered, 
with full cofts of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, in any of her majeſty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter; and if any of 
the ſaid candidates, or perſons propoſed to be 
elected as aforeſaid, ſhall wilfully refuſe, upon 
reaſonable requeſt to be made at the time of the 
election, or at any time before the day upon 
which ſuch parliament, by the writ of ſummons, 
15 to meet, to take the oath hereby required, then 
the election or return of ſuch candidate or perſon 
ſhall be void. * 

8. And it is hereby enacted, That no fee or 
reward ſhall be taken for adminiſtering any ſuch 
oath, or making, receiving, or filing the certifi- 
cate thereof, except one ſhilling for adminiſtering 
the oath, and two ſhillings for making the certifi- 
cate, and two ſhillings for receiving and filing the 
ſame, under the penalty of 20]. to be forfeited 
by the offender, and to be recovered and divided 
as aforeſaid, 

A. D. 1710. 


One moiety to 
the queen, the 
other to him who 
will ſue, &e. 
with colts. 


Candidate refuſ- 
ing to take the 
oath, his election 
to be void. - 


One ſhilling only 
for adminiſter- 
ing the oath, two 
ſhillings for cer- 
tificate, and two 
ſhillings for 
filing. 


Penalty 20l. 


80 


No officer of the 
poſt- office to in- 
termeddle in e- 
lections. 


9 ANNA, CAP. 10. 


— — 


— — 
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An 47 for eſtabliſhing a General Poft Office for all 
her Majeſty's Dominions, and for ſettling a weekly 
Sum out of the Revenues thereof, for the Service 

of the War and other her Majeſty's Occaſions. 


Seck. 44. AN be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That no poſtmaſter or poſt- 
maſters general, or his or their deputy, or depu- 
ties, or any perſon employed by, or under him or 
them, in the receiving, collecting, or managing 
the revenue of the poſt office, or any part thereof, 
ſhall by word, meſſage, or writing, or in any 
manner whatſoever, endeavour to perſuade any 
elector to give, or diſſuade any elector from 
giving, his vote for the choice of any perſon to be 
a knight of the ſhire, citizen, or burgeſs, or baron 
of any county, city, borough, or cinque port, to 
ſerve in parliament; and every officer, or other 
perſon offending therein, ſhall forfeit the ſum of 
i001. one moiety thereof to the informer, the 
other moiety to the poor of the pariſh, where 
fuch offence ſhall be committed, to be recovered 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information in 
any of her majeſty's courts of record, at Weſt- 
minſter, or in the court of exchequer in Scot- 
land, for the ſaid offences committed in Eng- 
land and Scotland reſpectively, wherein no 
eſſoin, protection, or wager of law, or any more 
than one imparlance ſhall be allowed; and every 


| perſon convict on any ſuch ſuit of the faid 


offence, ſhall thereby become diſabled and inca- 
ö pable 
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pable of ever bearing or executing any office or 
place of truſt whatſoever under her majeſty, her 
heirs or ſucceſſors. A. D. 1710. 


4 
— — 
6— 


ANNO 9g? ANNA, CAP, II, 


An AR for levying certain Duties upon Hides and 
Skins tanned, tawed, or dreſſed, and upon Vellum 
and Parchment, for the Term of Thirty-two Years, 
for proſecuting the War and other her Majeſty's 


moſt preſſing Occaſions. 


49. * AND be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no commiſſioner, officer, — 
or other perſon, concerned or employed in the t© intermeddle 
charging, collecting, receiving, or managing anß . 
of the duties granted by this act, ſhall by word, 
meſſage, or writing, or in any other manner, en- 
deavour to perſuade any elector to give, or diſſuade 
any elector from giving, his vote for his choice of 
any perſon to be a knight of the ſhire, commit- 
ſioner, citizen, burgeſs, or baron, for any county, 
city, borough, or cinque port ; and every officer 
or other perſon offending therein ſhall forfeit the 
ſum of one hundred pounds, one moiety thereof penalty. 
to the informer, the other moiety thereof to the 
uſe of the poor of the pariſh or place where ſuch 
offence ſhall be committed, to be recovered by 
any perſon that ſhall ſue for the ſame by action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of 
her majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, or 
in the court of exchequer in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland, in which no eſſoin, pro- 
. r rection, 


No annual officer 
ſhall be re - elect - 
ed. 
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tection, privilege, or wager of law, or more than 
one imparlance ſhall be allowed; and every per- 
ſon convict on any ſuch ſuit ſhall thereby be- 
come diſabled and incapable of ever bearing or 
executing any office or place of truſt whatſoever 
under her majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors. 

A. D. 1710. 


— 


— — — 
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An Ad for rendering the Proceedings upon Writs of 
Mandamus and Informations, in the Nature of a 
Quo Warranto more ſpeedy and effetual ; and for 
the more eaſy trying and determining the Rights of 
Offices and Franchiſes in Corporations and Boroughs. 


c Ex ; 
8. AND whereas in divers counties, bo- 
roughs, towns corporate, and cinque ports where 
the mayor, bailiffs, or other officer or officers to 


whom it belongs to preſide at the election, and 


make return of any member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, ought to be annually elected, the ſame 
perſon hath been re- elected into ſuch office for 
ſeveral years ſucceſſively, which hath been found 
inconventient:* Be it enacted and declared by the 
authority aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons, 
who hath been, or ſhall be in ſuch annual office 
for one whole year, ſhall be capable to be choſen 
into the ſame office for the year immediately en- 
ſuing; and where any ſuch annual officer or 
officers is or are to continue for a year, and until 
ſome perſon or perſons ſhall be choſen and ſworn 
into ſuch office, if any ſuch officer or officers ſhall 

voluntarily 
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voluntarily and unlawfully obſtruct and preventthe Such annual of- 


ficer obſtructing 
chooſing another perſon or perſons to ſucceed into the election of 


ſuch office at the time appointed for making another — a 
choice, ſhall forfeit one hundred pounds for every 

ſuch offence, to be recovered with coſts of ſuit by 

ſuch perſon as will ſue for the ſame in any of her 

majeſty's courts of record before mentioned, by 

action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, where- 

in no eſſoin, protection, or wager of law, ſhall be 

allowed, nor any more than one imparlance ; one de- — 2 
moiety thereof to her majeſty, her heirs and ſuc- otherto the pro- 
ceſſors, and the other moiety to him or them that FI 


will ſue for the ſame. A. D. 1710. 


— 
n. 
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An A for laying ſeveral Duties upon all Soap and 
Paper made in Great Britain, or imported into the 
ſame, and upon chequered and ſtriped Linens im- 
ported, and upon certain Silks, Callicoes, Linens, 
and Stuffs, printed, painted, or ſtained, and upon 
ſeveral Kinds of ſtamped Vellum, Parchment, and 
Paper, and upon certain printed Papers, Pam- 
pblets, and Advertiſements, for raiſing the Sum 
of Eighteen Hundred Thouſand Pounds, by Way 
of Lottery, towards her Majeſty's Supply, and 
for licenſing an additional Number of Hackney - 
Chairs, and for charging certain ſtocks of Cards 
and Dice, and for better ſecuring ber Majeſty's 
Duties to ariſe in the Office for the ſtamped 
Duties by Licenſes for Marriages and otherwiſe, 
and for Relief of Perſons who have not claimed their 
| F 2 | Lettery 
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Lottery Tickets in due Time, or have loft Excbe- 

quer Bills or Lottery Tickets, and for borrowing 
Money upon Stock ( Part of the Capital of the 
Soath-Sea Company ) for the Uſe of the Public. 


182. AND be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no commiſſioner, officer, 
or other perſon, concerned or employed in the 
charging, collecting, receiving, or managing, 
any of the duties granted by this act, ſhall, by 


word, meſſage, or writing, or in any other man- 


The commi ſſion- 
ers and officers 
appointed by this 
act not to inter- 
meddle with elec- 
tions. 


Penalty, 


ner, endeavour to perſuade any elector to give, 
or diſſuade any elector from giving, his vote 
for his choice of any perſon to be knight of the 
ſhire, commiſſioner, citizen, burgeſs, or baron, 
for any county, city, borough, or cinque port, 
andevery officer or other perſon offending therein, 
ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds one 
moiety thereof to the informer, the other moie- 
ty thereof to the uſe of the poor of the pariſh or 
place where ſuch offence ſhall be committed, to be 
recovered by any perſon that ſhall ſue for the 
ſame, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or informa- 
tion, in any of her majeſty's courts of record at 
Weſtminſter, or in the court of exchequer in 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland, in 
which no eſſoin, protection, privilege, or wager 
of law, or more than one imparlance, ſhall be 
allowed, and every perſon convict on any ſuch ſuit 
ſhall thereby become diſabled, and incapable of 
ever bearing or executing any office or place of 
truſt whatſoever, under her majeſty, her heirs 


and ſucceſſors. A. D. 1711. 
ANNO 


bk. in. | w 
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4. AF for the more efetual preventing fraudulent 
Conveyances, in order to multiply Votes for elełt- 
ing Knights of Shires to ſerve in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS by an act of parliament 
made in the 7th year of the reign of his late ma- 
jeſty king William the third, intituled, An act for the 
further regulating elections of members to ſerve in 
parliament, and for the preventing irregular pro- 
ceedings of ſheriffs, and other officers, in the elect- 
ing and returning ſuch members, it is amongſt 
other things enacted, That all conveyances of any 
meſſuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in 
any county, city, .borough, town-corporate, port 
or place, in order to multiply voices, or to ſplit and 
divide the intereſt in any houſes or lands amongſt 
ſeveral perſons, to enable them to vote at elec- 
tions of members to ſerve in parliament, ſhall be 
void, and of none effect; and that no more than 
one ſingle voice ſhall be admitted for one and the 


withſtanding this proviſion to the contrary) many 
fraudulent and ſcandalous practices have been uſed 
of late, to create and multiply votes at the elec- 
tion of knights of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament, 


to the great abuſe of the ancient law and cuſtom 


of that part of Great Britain called England, to 
the great injury of thoſe perſons who have juſt 
right to elect, and in prejudice of the freedom 
of ſuch elections: Therefore, for the more effec- 
| —»» tual 


7 and 8 W. 7. 
Go 25» 


| ſame houſe and tenement: And whereas (not- 


All eonveyances 
fraudulentlymade 
to qualify any 
pe ſon to vote 
(ſubje& to condi» 
tions to defeat 
the ſame) ſhall be 
diſcharged of ſuch 
konditions, &c. 
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tual preventing of ſuch undue practices, be it 
enacted by the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the loids ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons in this pre- 


ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 


of the ſame, That all eſtates and conveyances 
whatſoever, made to any perſon, or perſons, in 
any fraudulent or colluſive manner, on purpoſe 
to qualify him or them to give his or their vote 
or votes at ſuch elections of knights of the ſhire 
(ſubject nevertheleſs to conditions or agreements 
to defeat or determine ſuch eſtate, or to recon- 
vey the ſame) ſhall be deemed and taken againſt 


| thoſe perſons who executed the ſame, as free and 


And all bonds, 
&c. for defeating 
ſuch eſtate ſhall 
be void, 


abſolute, and be holden and enjoyed by all and 
every ſuch perſon or perſons to whom ſuch 
conveyance ſhall be made, as aforeſaid, freely 
and abſolutely acquitted, exonerated, and dif- 
charged of and from all manner of truſts, condi- 
tions, clauſes of re-entry, powers of revocation, 
proviſoes of redemption, or other defeazances 
whatſoever, between or with the ſaid parties, or 
any other perſon or perſons in truſt for them; and 
that all bonds, covenants, collateral or other 
ſecurities, contracts, or agreements, between or 
with the ſaid parties, or any other perſon or per- 
ſons in truſt for them, or any of them, for the re- 
deeming, revoking, or defeating ſuch eſtate or eſ- 
tates, or for the reſtoring or re-conveying thereof, 
or any part thereof, to any perſon or perfons who 
made or executed ſuch conveyance, or to any other 
perſon or perſons in truſt for them, or any of them, 
ſhall be null and void to all intents and purpoſes 
whatſoeyer ; and that every perſon who ſhall make 

| | and 


tain called England, in reſpect or in right of any have not been N | { 


or tenements of forty ſhillings per annum, within year before, un- 
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and execute ſuch conveyance or conveyances as 
aforeſaid, or being privy to ſuch purpoſe, ſhall de- 
viſe or prepare the ſame ; and every perſon who, nh eng. 
by colour thereof, ſhall give any vote at any elec- veyances, or vot- 


n a a „ ing by u 
tion of any knight or knights of a ſhire, to ſerve in thereof, ſhall, for 


I! 
parliament, ſhall, for every ſuch conveyance ſo fence eie iſ 
made, or vote ſo created or given, forteit the © 
ſum of forty pounds, to any perſon who ſhall ſue 
for the ſame, to be recovered, together with full 
coſts of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or in- 
formation, in any of her majeſty's courts of record 
at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, privilege, pro- 
tection, wager of law, or more than one impar- 
lance ſhall be admitted or allowed. 

2. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That from and after the firſt day of 
May, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord Af 1 May, 


1712, no per- 


1712, no perſon ſhall vote for the electing of any per fall vote 


knight of a ſhire, within that part of Great Bri- ſhire, in right 


of lands which 


charged to pub- 
lands or tenements which have not been charged jic bes, Ke. 


: | and for whi 
or aſſeſſed to the public taxes, church rates, and g — = 


pariſh duties, in ſuch proportion as other lands — the 


nts for one 


leſs ſuch lands 


the ſame pariſh or townſhip where the ſame ſhall came to him by 
he or be, are uſually charged, and for which ſuch — — 
perſon ſhall not have received the rents or profits, 

or be entitled to have received the ſame to the full This clauſe ex- | 
value of forty ſhillings or more, to his own uſe, for — | 
one year before ſuch election, unleſs ſuch lands or Gs. . bY ub 
tenements came to ſuch perſon within the time 
aforeſaid, by deſcent, marriage, marriage ſettle- 
ment, dey:ſe, or preſentation to ſome benefice in 
the church, or by promotion to ſome office, unto 


F 4 which 


The oath requir- 
ed by the act 
7 W. 3. c. 25. 
repealed, 


Their oath, 


Another oath is 
appointed by 18 
Geo. 2. c. 18. 
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which ſuch freehold is affixed; and if any perſon 
ſhall vote in any ſuch election, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning hereof, he ſhall, for every ſuch 
offence, forfeit the ſum of forty pounds, one 
moiety thereof to the poor of the pariſh or pa- 
riſhes where the lands or tenements lie, for which 
ſuch perſon ſhall vote, and the other moiety to 
the perſon or perſons who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or 
information, in any of her majeſty's courts of re- 
cord at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, privilege, 
protection, or wager of law, ſhall be allowed, or 
more than one imparlance. 

3. And whereas, by the above recited act it 
is alſo further enacted, That upon every election 
to be made of any knight or knights of the ſhire 
to ſerve in parliament, every freeholder, before he 
is admitted to poll at the ſame election, ſhall (if re- 
quired by the candidates, 'or any of them) firſt 
take the oath therein-after mentioned; be it enact- 


ed bythe authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid act, as 


to ſo much only as concerns the ſaid oath, ſhall 
be and is hereby repealed, 

4. And be it further enacted. by the authority 
aforeſaid, That upon every election to be made 
of any knight or knights of a ſhire within that 
part of Great Britain called England, to ſerve in 
parliament, every freeholder, before he is admitted 
to poll at the ſame election, ſhall (if required by the 
candidates, or any of them, or any other perſon 
having a right to vote at ſuch election) firſt take 
the oath following, viz. 

© You ſhall ſwear that youare a freeholder in the 
county of and have freehold lands, or here- 

ditaments, 
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ditaments, lying or being at in the ſame 14 
county of of the yearly value of forty ſhil- if | 
lings above all charges payable out of the fame ; : 
and that ſuch freehold eſtate hath not been made or 7 
granted to you fraudulently on purpoſe to qualify i 
you to give your vote ; and that the place of your F8 
abode 1s at in and that you 
have not been polled before at this election.” 
Which oath, the ſheriff by himſelf, his under 
ſheriff, or ſuch ſworn clerk or clerks (as ſhall be by a bs fe 
him appointed for taking the poll, purſuant to the ſheriff, &c. 
faid recited act) is hereby required to adminiſter ; 
and in caſe any freeholder, or other perſon, taking 
the ſaid oath hereby appointed, ſhall thereby com- 
mit wilful and corrupt perjury, and be thereof 
convicted, or if any perſon do unlawtully and cor- 
ruptly procure or ſuborn any freeholder, or other b. — 
perſon, to take the ſaid oath, in order to be polled, pothueys or 9 
whereby he ſhall commit ſuch wilful and corrupt im > 22 4 
perjury, and ſhall be thereof convicted, he and they, — 3M 
for every ſuch offence, ſhall incur the like pains and 5 E. e. 9. # 
- penalties as are in and by one act of parliament, | 
made in the fifth year of che reign of the late queen 
Elizabeth, intituled, an act for puniſhment of ſuch 
perſons as ſhall procure or commit any wilful per- 
jury, enacted againſt all ſuch who ſhall commit wil- 1 
ful perjury, or ſuborn or procure any perſon to ö 
commit any unlawful or corrupt perjury, con- 
trary to the ſaid act. 5 
5. And the better to detect and puniſh any 9 
offenders againſt this act, be it enacted by the au- | ö 1 
thority aforeſaid, That in taking the poll, the ſhe- bs 
riff, or his under ſheriff, and clerks, ſhall enter not The ele gr "UN | 
only the place of the elector's freehold, but alſo Le ae. Lb 
the | 
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the place of his abode, as he ſhall declare the ſame 
at the time of the giving his vote, and ſhall alſo 
make or enter jurat againſt the name of every 
ſuch voter who ſhall be tendered and take the oath 
hereby required ; and that the faid ſheriff, or re- 
turning officer, ſhall, within the ſpace of twenty 
days next after ſuch election, faithfully deliver over 
upon oath (which oath the two next juſtices of the 
peace, one of whom to be of the quorum, are 
hereby enabled and required to adminiſter) unto 
— the clerk of the peace of the ſame county, all the 
oath to the cles poll- books of ſuch reſpective election without any 


of the peace, to 
5 kent ee embezzlement or alteration, and in ſuch counties 
be Mons. where there are more than one clerk of the peace 
of the ſame county, then the original poll · books 
to one of ſuch clerks of the peace, and atteſted 
copies thereof to the reſt, to be carefully kept and 
preſerved amongſt the records of the ſeſſions of 
the peace of and for the ſaid county. 
6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the ſheriff of the county of Vork, 
her or ) da. for the time being, ſhall be and is hereby required 
33 nine to appoint ſeven convenient tables, or places for 
ef te en ng poll of the ſaid county, upon any new 
election of a knight or knights of the ſhire for the 
ſaid county, at the proper coſts and charges of 
the candidates for the ſame, to continue *till the 
poll be concluded. 
7. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
. rity aforeſaid, That the ſnheriff of the county pa- 
Sherif of e latine of Cheſter for the time being, againſt every 
ke. election of a knight or knights of the ſhire to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid county, ſhall and 
is hereby required to cauſe ſeven convenient ta- 


bles 
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bles or places, and no more, to be made at the 
coſts and charges of the candidates, within the ſhire 
hall of the ſaid county, for taking the poll at fuch 
elections; that is to ſay, two at the upper end, 
two at each fide, and one at the lower end of the 
ſaid hall; and ſhall at ſuch place take the poll at 
ſuch elections till the ſame be concluded 


a Quater, during the continuance of an act, paſſed 
the ſeventh year of his late majeſty's reign, intituled, 
an Act that the ſolemn affirmation and declaration 
of the people called Quakers, ſhall be accepted in- 
ſtead of an oath in the uſual form, ſhall, upon ſuch 
election as aforeſaid, if required by the candidates, 
or any of them, declare the effect of the ſaid oath 
upon his ſolemn affirmation, in ſuch manner and 
form as is directed by the ſaid act of parliament, 
made in the ſeventh yearof the reign of his late ma- 
jeſty king William the third, intituled, An act that 
the ſolemn affirmation and declaration of the people 
called Quakers, ſhall be accepted inſtead of an 
oath in the uſual form; every ſuch Quaker ſhall 
be capable and admitted to give his vote for the 
election of any ſuch member as aforeſaid, to ſerve 
in the houſe of commons, within that part of Great 
Britain called England; and every ſheriff by 
himſelf, or ſuch his proper officer as aforefaid, 
is hereby authorized and required to accept ſuch 
affirmation inſtead of the ſaid oath, and ſhall alſo 
make or enter affirmat againſt the name of every 
ſuch Quaker ; and in caſe any ſuch Quaker ſhall 
be convicted wilfully, falſely, and corruptly to 
have affirmed or declared any matter or thing, 
which, 


to vote. 


8. Provided always, /and be it enacted by —— — — 
. . * * 1 

the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon being the cath on their 
affirmation, 28 
directed by 7 & 
8 W. 3. c. 34s 
hall be admitted 


92 


And affirming a- 
ny thing falſe, 
ſhall incur the 
penalties before 
enacted againſt 


perjury. 
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which, if the ſame had been in the uſual form, 
would have amounted to wilful and corrupt per- 
jury, every ſuch Quater fo offending, ſhall incur 
the ſame penalties and forfeitures as are herein-be- 
fore enacted againſt perſons convicted of wilful 
and corrupt perjury. A. D. 1711. 


— — 


— — 
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An Att to explain a Clauſe in an Ad of the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, intituled, An AF for the more ef- 
fectual preventing fraudulent Conveyances, in order 
to multiply Votes for the elefiing Knights of Shires 
to ſerve in Parliament, as far as the ſame relates 
to the aſcertaining the Value of Freeholds of 40s. 
per Annum. 


e WIEREAS by an act made in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, An act for the 
more effectual preventing fraudulent conveyances, 
in order to multiply votes for electing knights for 


ſnires to ſerve in parliament, it is amongſt other 


things enacted, That from and after the firſt day 
of May, which ſhould be in the year of our Lord 
1712, no perſon ſhall vote for the eleCting of 
any knight of a ſhire, within that part of Great 
Britain called England, in reſpect or in right of 
any lands or renements which have not been 
charged or aſſeſſed to the public taxes, church 
rates, and pariſh duties, in ſuch proportions as 
other lands or tenements of 40s. per annum, 
within the ſame pariſh and townſhip where the 
ſame ſhall lie or be, are uſually charged, under a 
penalty therein expreſſed ; and whereas ſome 
| doubts 
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doubts have ariſen whether parſons, vicars, and 
other perſons, having meſſuages, lands, rents, 
tithes, or other hereditaments, are not thereby 
reſtrained from voting at ſuch elections, in regard 
that ſuch meſſuages, lands, rents, tithes, or he- 
reditaments, have not been uſually charged or 
aſſeſſed to the public taxes, church rates, and 
pariſh duties, and to every of them.“ Now, 
for as much as it was only intended thereby to 
aſcertain the value of lands or tenements, by 
making the proportion paid to the public raxes, 
church rates, and pariſh duties, or ſuch of them 
to which the ſame were uſually charged or aſ- 
ſeſſed, the meaſure of the value thereof; and for 
the removing ſuch doubts, be it enacted and de- 
clared by the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons in this preſent 
parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That the ſaid act, or any thing therein 
contained ſhall not extend, or be conſtrued to 
reſtrain any perſon from voting in ſuch election 
of any knight of a ſhire within that part of Great 
Britain called England, in reſpect or in right of 
any rents, tithes, or other incorporeal inherit- 
ances, or any meſſuages or lands in extra-paro- 
chial places, or any chambers in the inns of court, 
or inns of chancery, or any meſſuages or ſeats 
belonging to any offices, in regard or by reaſon 
that the ſame have not uſually been, or ſhall not 
be charged or aſſeſſed to all or any the public 
taxes, church rates, and pariſh duties, as men- 
tioned in the above recited act, or in reſpect or in 
right of any other meſſuages or lands not herein 
ö before 


The a& 10 Ann. 
c. 23. not to re- 
ſtrain any per- 
ſon from vot- 
ing in reſpeR of 
any rents, &c. 
or chambers in 
inns of court, in 
regard of their 
not being charg- 
ed to public 
taxes, &. 
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_ — 


before ſpecified, in regard or by reaſon that the 

ſame have not been uſually charged or aſſeſſed to 

all and every the public taxes, church rates, and 
Provided that pariſh duties aforeſaid. Provided, That ſuch meſ- 
affefſed as other ſuages or lands have uſually been charged or 
0e. bs aun. n aſſeſſed to ſome one or more of the ſaid public 
the ſame pariſh, taxes, rates, or duties, in ſuch proportion as other 
meſſuages or lands of forty ſhillings per annum 
within the ſame pariſh or townſhip where the 
ſame ſhall lie or be, are uſually charged to the 
ſame ; any thing contained in the ſaid recited act 
to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
ing. A. D. 1713. 
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An Ad for making perpetual an Ad made in the 
ſeventh Year of the Reign of the late King William, 
intituled, An A to prevent falſe and double Re- 
turns of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS in the 7th year of the 

7 & 8 w. 3. reign of the late king William the Third, an act 
phe was made, intituled, An act to prevent falſe and 
double returns of membersto ſerve in parliament, 

and was thereby enacted to continue for the term 

of ſeven years, and from thence to the end of the 

next ſeſſion of parliament, and no longer; which 

12 & 13 w. 3. act, by another act made in the 12th year of the 
8 reign of the late king, intituled, An act for con- 
tinuing a former act to prevent falſe and double 

returns of members to ſerve in parliament, was 

enacted, ſhould therefore be in force for, and 


during the term of eleven years, and from thence 
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to the end of the firſt ſeſſion of the next parlia- 
ment, and no longer; which ſaid act has been 
found by experience to be very uſeful for the pre- 
ſervation of the rights of the ſeveral counties, ci- 
ties, and boroughs of this kingdom, in the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament, and be- 
ing near expiring: Be it therefore enacted by 
the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal, and commons in this preſent parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
That the ſaid act made in the 7th year of the 
reign of the late king William the Third, inti- 
tuled, An act to prevent falſe and double returns 
of members to ſerve in parliament, and every 
clauſe, matter, and thing therein contained, ſhall 


The act 7 & $ 
. % © % 
made perpetual. 


be, and is hereby declared to be in full force, and 


is hereby made perpetual. A. D. 1713. 


—— 
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An 47 for enlarging the Time of Continuance of Par- 
liaments appointed by an At made in the ſixth Year 
of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, 
intituled, An Act for the frequent meeting and 
calling of Parliaments. 


© WHEREAS in and by an act of parliament 
made in the ſixth year of the reign of their late ma- 
jeſties king William and queen Mary (of ever 
bleſſed memory) intituled, An act for the frequent 
meeting and calling of parliaments, it was 
amongſt other things enacted, That from thence- 
forth no parliament whatſoever, that ſhould at 


any 


6W.&M.c.2. 
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any time then after be called, aſſembled, or held, 
ſhould have any continuance longer than for three 
years only at the fartheſt, to be accounted from 
the day on which, by the writ of fummons, the 
faid parliament ſhould be appointed to meet; 
and whereas it hath been found by experience, 
that the ſaid clauſe hath proved very grievous and 
burthenſome, by occaſioning much greater and 
more continued expences, in order to elections 
of members to ſerve in parliament, and more 
violent and laſting heats and animoſities among 
the ſubjects of this realm, than were ever known 
before the ſaid clauſe was enacted, and the ſaid 
proviſion, if it ſnould continue, may probably, 
at this juncture, when a reſtleſs and popiſh fac- 
tion are deſigning and endeavouring to renew the 
rebellion within this kingdom, and an invaſion 
from abroad be deſtructive to the peace and ſe- 
curity of the government: Be it enacted by the 
king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the fame, That this pre- 
ſent parliament, and all parliaments that ſhall at 
any time hereafter be called, aſſembled, or held, 
ſhall and may reſpectively have continuance for 
ſeven years, and no longer, to be accounted from 
the day on which, by the writ or ſummons, this 
Parliament thall preſent parliament hath been, or any future par- 
ance for ſeven liament ſhall be, appointed to meet, unleſs this 
— aifolved - preſent or any ſuch parliament hereafter to be 
by the king ſummoned, ſhall be ſooner diſſolved by his ma- 
jeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, A. D. 1715. 
2 | ANNO 
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An AF to diſable any Perſon from being choſen a 
Member of, or from fitting and voting in, the Houſe 
of Commons, who has any Penſion for any Num- 
ber of Years from the Crown. 


CW HEREAS by an act, intituled, 
An act for the ſecurity of her majeſty's perſon and 


government, and of the ſucceſſion to the crown 


of Great Britain in the Proteſtant line, and' made 
in the ſixth year of the late queen Anne, it was 
provided, that no perſon, having any penſion from 
the crown during pleaſure, ſhould be capable of 
being elected, or of fitting or voting as mem- 
ber of the houſe of commons in any parliament, 
which ſhould be then after ſummoned and 
holden ;* to the end therefore, that the proviſion 
intended by that law, for ſecuring the honour of 
the houſe of commons, may not in future times 
be defeated or eluded by any perſon, who ſhall 
be a member of the houſe of commons, accept- 
ing any penſion for any term or number of years; 
be it enacted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, 

by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this 
preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the ſame, That no perſon, having any pen- 
ſion from the crown for any term or number of 
years, either in his own name, or in the name or 
names of any other perſon or perſons in truſt 
for him, or for his benefit, ſhall be capable of 
being elected or choſen member of, or ſitting 


8 or 


6 Anne, e. 7. 


No perſon hav- 
ing a penſion 
from the crown 
ſhall be capable 
of being elected, 
&c, a member 
of the houſe of 
commons. 
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Any perſon hav- 
ing ſuch penſi- 
on; and who, be- 
ing elected, ſhall 
fit in the houſe, 
ſhall forfeit 201. 
per diem to the 
protecutor, 
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) 


or voting as a member of, this preſent or any 
future houſe of commons, which ſhall be here- 
after ſummoned. | 

2. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if any perſon who ſhall have 
ſuch penſion as aforeſaid, at the time of his being 
ſo elected, or at any time after, during ſuch time 
as he ſhall continue or be a member of the houſe 
of commons, ſhall preſume to fit or vote in that 
houſe, then and in ſuch caſe, he ſhall forfeit twenty 
pounds for every day in which he ſhall fo fit or 
vote in the faid houſe of commons, to ſuch perſon 
or perſons who ſhall ſue for the ſame, in any of his 
majeſty's courts in Weſtminſter hall; and the 
monies ſo forfeited ſhall be recovered by the per- 
fon ſo ſuing, with full coſts of ſuit, in any of the 
ſaid courts by action of debt, bill, plaint or in- 
formation, in which no eſſoin, privilege, protec- 
tion, or wager of law, ſhall be allowed, and only 
one imparlance. A. D. 1715. 
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An 48 for regulating Elections within the City of 
London, aad for preſerving the Peace, good Order, 
and Government of the ſaid City. 


© WHEREAS of late years great contro- 
verſies and diſſentions have ariſen in the city of 
London, at the elections of citizens to ſerve in 
parliament and of mayors, aldermen, ſneriffs, 
and other officers of the ſaid city; and many 
evil minded perſons having no right of voting, 
have unlawfully intruded themſelves into the aſ- 
I ſemblies 
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ſemblies of the citizens and preſumed to give their 
votes at ſuch elections, in manifeſt violation of 
the rights and privileges of the citizens, and of 
the freedom of their election, and to the diſtur- 
bance of the public peace; and whereas great 
numbers of wealthy perſons not free of the ſaid 
city, do inhabit and carry on the trade of mer- 
chandize and other employments within the ſaid 
city, and refuſe or decline to become freemen of 
the ſame, by reaſon of an ancient cuſtom 
within the faid city reſtraining the freemen of 
the ſame from diſpoſing of their perſonal eſtates 
by their laſt wills and teſtaments ; and whereas 
great diflentions have ariſen between the alder- 
men and commons, of the common-council of 
London, in or concerning the making or paſſing 
of acts, orders or ordinances in common coun- 
cil, which, if not timely ſettled and determined, 
may occaſion great obſtructions of the public 
buſineſs and concerns of the ſaid city, and create 
many expenſive controverſies and ſuits at law, 
and be attended with other dangerous conſe- 
quences :* Now, to the intent that ſuitable reme- 
dies may be provided, for preſerving the privi- 
leges of the city of London and the freedom of 
election therein, and for ſettling the right of ſuch 
elections, and putting a ſtop to the aforeſaid 
controverſies and diſſentions and the ill conſe- 
quences of the ſame, and that a conſtant ſupply 
may be had of able officers, capable of ſupport- 
ing the dignity of, and maintaining good order 
and government within, that ancient, populous 
and loyal city, which is of the greateſt conſe- 
quence to the whole kingdom: Be it enacted, 
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On all elections 
by the livery- 
men, and at the 
wardmotes, pre- 
ſiding officer to 
appoint a conve- 
nient number of 
clerks to take 
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None to be poll- 
ed who is not 
ſworn. 
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by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal and commons in this preſent parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That at all times from and after the firſt 
day of June, 1725, upon every election of a ci- 
tizen or Citizens to ſerve for the ſaid city of 
London in parliament, and upon all elections of 
mayors, ſheriffs, chamberlains, bridge maſters, 
auditors of chamberlains and bridge maſters ac- 
counts, and all and every other officer and 
officers to be choſen in and for the ſaid city, by 
the liverymen thereof, and upon all elections of 
aldermen and common-councilmen, choſen at the 
reſpective wardmotes of the ſaid city, the pre- 
ſiding officer or officers at fuch elections ſhall, in 
caſe a poll be demanded by any of the candi- 
dates, or any two or more of the electors, ap- 
point a convenient number of clerks to take the 
ſame, which clerks ſhall take the faid poll in the 
preſence of the preſiding officer or officers, and 
be ſworn by ſuch officer or officers, truly and in- 
differently to take the ſame, and to ſet down the 
name of each voter and his place of reſidence 
or abode and for whom he ſhall poll, and to 
poll no perſon who ſhall not be ſworn, or being 
a Quaker, ſhall not affirm according to the di- 
rection of this act; and every perſon before he 

is admitted to poll, at any election of any citizen 
or citizens to ſerve in parliament, or of any 
officer or officers uſually choſen by the livery- 
men of the ſaid city as aforefaid, ſhall take the 
oath herein-after mentioned, or being one of the 


people 
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people called Quakers, ſhall ſolemnly affirm the 
effect thereof, that is to ſay, 

« You do ſwear, That you are a freeman of 
London, and a liveryman of the company of 

and have fo been for the ſpace of twelve 

: kalendar months; and that the place of your 
abode is at in and that you have 
not polled at this election. So help you God.” 

And in caſe of any election of any alderman, 
or common-councilman, every perſon before he 
is admitted to poll, ſhall take the oath herein- 
after mentioned, or being one of the people ca]- 
led Quakers, ſhall ſolemnly affirm the effect 
thereof, that is to ſay, 

« You do ſwear, That you are a freeman of 
London and an houſholder in the ward of 
and have not polled at this election. 

So help you God.“ 

And if any perſon or perſons ſhall refuſe or 
neglect to take the oaths hereby reſpeCtively ap- 
pointed to be taken, or being a Quaker, ſhall 
refuſe or neglect to make ſuch folemn affirma- 
tion as aforeſaid, then and in every ſuch cafe the 
poll or vote of ſuch perſon or perſons ſo neglect- 


ing or refuſing ſhall be, and the ſame is hereby 


declared to be, null and void, and as ſuch ſhall be 
rejected and diſallowed, 

2dly. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That at all times from and after che 
ſaid firſt day of June, 1725, upon every election 
of ſuch citizen or citizens, officer or officers, 
by the liverymen of the ſaid city, and upon every 
election of ſuch officer or officers, at any ward- 


mote of the ſaid city as aforeſaid, all and every 
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perſon and perſons having a right to vote or - 
poll at ſuch election or elections, ſhall, before 
he be admitted to vote or poll thereat, (if re- 
quired by any of the candidates, or any two 
or more of the electors) firſt take the oaths in and 
by an act made in the firſt year of his majeſty's 
reign, intituled, © An act for the further ſecurity 
of his majeſty's perſon and government, and the 
ſucceſſion of the crown in the heirs of the late 
princeſs Sophia, being Proteſtants, and for ex- 
tinguiſhing the hopes of the pretended prince of 
Wales, and his open and ſecret abettors, ap- 
pointed to be taken, or being one of the people 
called Quakers, ſhall, if required as aforeſaid, 
ſolemnly affirm the effect thereof; and if any 
perſon or perſons ſhall, being required thereunto 
as aforeſaid, refuſe or negle& to take the ſaid 
oaths by the ſaid act appointed to be taken, or 
to affirm the effect thereof as aforeſaid, that then 
the poll or vote of ſuch perſon or perſons ſo ne- 
glecting or refuſing ſhall be, and the ſame is 
hereby declared to be, null and void, and as ſuch 
ſhall be rejected and diſallowed ; and the pre- 
ſiding officers at all and every the reſpective elec- 
tions aforeſaid, and ſuch ſworn clerks as ſhall be 
by them appointed, are hereby reſpectively au- 
thorized and impowered to adminiſter the above 
mentioned oaths and affirmations; and if any 
ſuch preſiding officer or officers, ſworn clerk or 
clerks, ſhall neglect or refuſe ſo to do, or ſhall 
otherwiſe offend in the premiſes, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, every ſuch 
officer and ſworn clerk, ſhall for every ſuch 


offence forfeit the ſum of ſixty pounds, of 
lawful 
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lawful money of Great Britain, beſides coſts of 


ſuit. 
3. And it is hereby further enacted, That 


if any perſon or perſons ſhall wilfully, falſely, and 
corruptly take the {uid oaths or affirmations ſet 


forth and appointed in and by this act, or either 
of them, and be thereof lawfully convicted by 
indictment or information, or if any perſon or 
perſons ſhall corruptly procure or ſuborn any 
other perſon to take the ſaid oaths or affirmations, 
or either, whereby he ſhall wilfully and falſely 
take the ſaid oaths or affirmations, or either of 
them, and the perſon ſo procuring or ſuborning 
ſhall be thereof convicted by indictment or infor- 
mation; every perſon ſo offending ſhall for every 
ſuch offence incur and ſuffer ſuch penalties, for- 
feitures, and diſabilities as perſons convicted of 
wilful and corrupt perjury, at the common law, 
are liable unto. 

4. © And to the intent that the poll at 
every ſuch election may be expeditiouſly and 
duly taken; Be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if a poll ſhall be demanded 
at any of the elections befure-mentioned, after the 
faid firſt day of June, 1725, the preſiding officer 
or officers at ſuch elections ſhall begin ſuch 


poll the day the fame ſhall be demanded, or the 
next day fcllowing at the fartheſt, unleſs the ſame 


ſhall happen on a Sunday, and then on the next 
day after, and ſhall duly and orderly proceed 
thereon from day to day (Sundays excepted) un- 
til ſuch poll be finiſhed, and ſhall finiſh the poll 
at elections by the liverymen within ſeven days, 


excluſive of Sundays, and the poll at the wardmotes 
G 4 within 
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within three days, excluſive of Sunday, after the 
commencing the ſame reſpectively, and ſhall upon 
adjourning the poll on each day at all and every 
the elections aforeſaid, ſeal up the poll books 
with the ſeals and in the preſence of ſuch of the 
reſpective candidates or perſons deputed by them 
as ſhall deſire the ſame, and the ſaid poll book 
ſhall not be opened again, but at the time and 
place of meeting, in purſuance of ſuch adjourn- 
ment, and after the ſaid poll is finiſhed, the ſaid 


poll books being ſealed as aforeſaid, ſhall within 


two days after be publicly opened at the place 


of election and be duly and truly caſt up, and 


within two days after ſuch caſting up, the num- 
bers of the votes or polls for each candidate ſhall 
be truly, fairly, and publicly declared to the 
electors at the place of election, by the officer or 
officers preſiding at ſuch election; and if a ſcru- 
tiny ſhall, upon ſuch declaration made, be lawfully 
demanded, the ſame ſhall be granted and pro- 
ceeded upon, and the reſpective candidates ſhall 
immediately nominate to the preſiding officer, or 
officers at ſuch elections, any number of perſons 
qualified to vote at ſuch elections not exceeding 
ſix, to be ſcrutineers for and on behalf of the 
candidate or candidates on each ſide, to whom 
the preſiding officer or officers at ſuch election 
ſhall, within ſix days next after ſuch ſcrutiny ſhall 
be demanded, upon requeſt and at the charge of 
the candidate or candidates or any of the ſcruti- 
neers on his or their behalf, deliver or cauſe to 
be delivered to him or them a true copy, ſigned 
by ſuch officer or officers, of the poll taken at 
ſuch election; and all and every the ſcrutinies, to 
3 be 
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be had or taken upon any election to be made by 
the liverymen of the ſaid city, ſhall begin within 
ten days after the delivery of the copies of the 
faid polls, and be proceeded on day by day, 
(Sundays excepted) and fhall be finiſhed within 
fifteen days after the commencement of ſuch ſcru- 
tiny; and thereupon the preſiding officer or offi- 
cers, ſhall, within four days after the finiſhing ſuch 
ſcrutiny, publicly. declare at the place of ſuch 
election, which of the candidates is or are duly 
elected and the number of legal votes, for each 
candidate, appearing to him or them upon ſuch 
ſcrutiny ; and on the election of any officer ore 
ficers at the reſpective wardmotes of the ſaid 
city if a ſcrutiny be demanded, the candidates 
or ſcrutineers nominated on their behalf reſ- 
pectively, ſhall within ten days next after the re- 
ceipt of the copy or copies of the polls taken 
at ſuch election, deliver or cauſe to be delivered 
to the preſiding officer or officers, the names in 
writing, of the ſeveral perſons who have polled 
in the ſaid election, againſt whoſe votes they ſhall 
object, with the particular objections againſt each 
reſpective name; and the preſiding officer or of- 
ficers, ſhall thereupon within three days then 
next following, at the requeſt and charges of any 
candidate or candidates, or the ſcrutinerrs named 
on his or their behalts, deliver or cauſe to be de- 
livered to him or them, one or more true copy 
or copies (ſigned as aforeſaid) of the paper con- 
taining ſuch names and objections as aforeſaid 

and the ſaid preſiding officer or officers, within 
ten days then next following (excluſive of Sun- 
days) after having fully heard ſuch of the ſaid 


Call- 
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candidates as ſhall deſire the ſame, or ſome per- 
fon appointed by him or them touching ſuch ob- 
jections, ſhall at or in the place of election, 
openly and publicly declare which of the ſaid 
candidates is or are duly elected, and the num- 
ber of legal votes for each candidate appearing 
to him or them upon ſuch ſcrutiny; and if the 
ſaid preſiding officer or officers, or any other 
perſon or perſons ſhall offend in the premiles, 
every ſuch offender ſhall forfeit for every ſuch 
offence the ſum of two hundred pounds of law- 
ful money of Great Britain, with full coſts of 
ſr”, over and above all other penalties and for- 
texcures intlicted by any other act or acts of par- 
liament. 

5. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That after any election made and 
ſcrutiny taken, as is herein- before provided and 
directed, the preſiding officer or officers at ſuch 
election and ſcrutiny ſnall deliver, under his or 
their hand or hands, a true liſt of the voters by 
him or them diſallowed upon ſuch ſcrutiny, to any 
of the candidates who ſhall, upon the final decla- 
ration of the election as aforeſaid, demand the 


ſame within fix days after ſuch demand made, 


ſuch candidate paying for the ſame : Provided 
always, That no ſuch lift as is hereby directed to 
be given, nor any thing therein contained, ſhall 
be admitted to be given in evidence on any action 
or occaſion whatſoever. 

6. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the mayor of the city of Lon- 
don forthe time being, upon requeſt to him made 
by any candidate or candidates, his or their agent 

or 
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or agents, at any election of a citizen or citizens 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, or of a 
mayor or any other officer or officers to be choſen 
by the liverymen thereof, where a ſcrutiny is de- 
manded and granted, ſhall iſſue his precepts as 
has been uſual, requiring the maſters and wardens 
of the livery companies of the ſaid city reſpec- 
tively, to cauſe their clerks forthwith to return to 
him two true liſts of all the liverymen of their re- 
ſpective companies; and the ſaid clerks ſhall re- 
turn ſuch their reſpective liſts upon oath within 
three days after the receipt of any ſuch precepts, 
one of which liſts ſo returned, the ſaid mayor 
ſhall, and he is hereby required forthwith to de- 
liver, or cauſe to be delivered to the candidate 
or candidates on each fide at ſuch election, or to 
his or their agent or agents reſpectively. 


14. And it is hereby further enacted, That 
no perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall, from and 
after the ſaid firſt day of June, 1725, have any 
right or title to vote at any election of a citizen 
or citizens to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, 
or of any mayor or other officer or officers to be 
choſen by the liverymen thereof, who have not 
been upon the livery by the ſpace of twelve kalen- 
dar months before ſuch elect:on, and who ſhall 
not have paid their reſpective livery fines, or who 
having paid the ſame, ſhall have received ſuch 
fines back again in part or in all, or ſhall have 
had any allowance in reſpect thereof; and no 
perſon or perſons whatſoeyer ſhall have any right 
to vote at any election of a citizen or citizens to 


ſerve in parliament, or of any mayor, alderman, 
or 
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from voting. 
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or other officer or officers of or for the ſaid city, 
or any the wards or precincts thereof, who have, at 
any time within the ſpace of two years next before 
ſuch election or elections, requeſted to be, and 
accordingly have been, diſcharged from paying to 
the rates and taxes to which the citizens of Lon- 
don inhabiting therein are or ſhall be liable as 
aforeſaid, or any of them, or who have within the 
time aforeſaid had or received an alms whatſo- 
ever; andthe vote of every ſuch perſon ſhall be void, 
— — — — 
20. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That all and every the forfeitures 
88 hereby enacted or inflicted, ſhall be diſtributed in 
the manner following, that is to ſay, one third 
part thereof to the king's moſt excellent majeſty ; 
one third part thereof to the chamberlain of the 
{aid city, to the uſe of the mayor, commonalty, and 
citizens of the ſaid city ; and the remaining third 
part thercof to him or them that will ſue for the 
ſame within ſix kalendar months next after the 
ſame ſhall be incurred, to be recovered by action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his 
mazeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, where- 
in no eſſoin, privilege, protection, or wager of 
law, ſhall be allowed, nor any more than one im- 
parlance. | A. D. 1724, 
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An Af for the more eſßectual preventing Bribery and 
Corruption in the Elections of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS it is found by experience 


that the laws already in being have not been ſuf- 
ficient 
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ficient to prevent corrupt and illegal practices in 
the election of members to ſerve in parliament: 
For remedy therefore of ſo great an evil, and to 
the end that all elections of members to ſerve in 
parliament may hereafter be f:cely and indiffe- 
rently made, without charge or expence, be it 
enacted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of. the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal and commons in this preſent 
parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 
the ſame, That from and after the twenty-fourth 
day of June, 1729, upon every election of any 
member or members to ſerve for the commons 
in parliament, every freeholder, citizen, freeman, 
burgeſs, or perſon having or claiming to have a 
right to vote or be polled at ſuch election, ſhall, 
before he is admitted to poll at the fame election, 
take the following oath (or being one of the 
people called Quakers, ſhall make the folemn 
affirmation appointed for Quakers) in caſe the 
ſame ſhall be demanded by either of the can- 
didates, or any two of the electors; that is to ſay, 

6e I, A. B. do ſwear (or being one of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, I, A. B. do ſolemnly affirm) 
I have not received, or had, by myſelf or any 
perſon whatſoever in truſt for me, or for my uſe 
and benefit, directly or indirectly, any ſum or 
ſum of money, office, place, or employmient, 
gift, or reward, or any promiſe or ſecurity for 
any money, office, employment, or pift, in order 
to give my vote at this election, and that I have 
not been before polled at this election.“ 

Which - oath or affirmation the officer or oſfi- 
cers preſiding or taking the poll at ſuch election, 
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— is and are hereby impowered and required to ad- 
en forfeiture of Miniſter gratis, if demanded as aforeſaid, upon 
22 pain to forfeit the ſum of fifty pounds of lawful 
money of Great Britain, to any perſon that ſhall 
ſue for the ſame, to be recovered together with full 
coſts of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or in- 
mation, in any of his majeſty's courts of record 
at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, protection, 
wager of law, or more than one imparlance ſhall 
be admitted or allowed; and it the ſaid offence 
ſhall be committed in that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, then to be recovered, together 
with full coſts of ſuit, by ſummary action or 
complaint before the court of ſeſſion, or by pro- 
ſecution before the court of juſticiary there, for 
every neglect or refuſal ſo to do; and no perſon 
ſhall be admitted to poll, till he has taken and 
repeated the ſaid oath in a public manner, in caſe 
the ſame ſhall be demanded as aforeſaid, before 
the returning officer, or ſuch others as ſhall be le- 
gally deputed by him. 
Sheriff or other 2. And be it further enacted, That if any ſhe- 
— any to riff, mayor, bailiff, or other returning officer, ſhall 
lag border admit any perſon to be polled without taking ſuch 
_ oath or affirmation, if demanded as aforeſaid, ſuch 
returning officer ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hun- 
dred pounds, to be recovered in manner aforeſaid, 
together with full coſts of ſuit; and that if any 
perſon ſhall vote or poll at ſuch election, without 
having firſt taken the oath, or if a Quaker, hav- 
ing made his affirmation as aforeſaid, if demand- 
Vorers to incur ed, ſuch perſon ſhall incur the ſame penalty 
the like penalty. . . . 

which the officer is ſubject to for the offence 
above-mentioned, | 

3. And 
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3. And be it further enacted by the authority 


aforeſaid, that every ſheriff, mayor, bailiff, head- 


borough, or other perſon being the returning 
officer of any member to ſerve in parliament, 


precept for the election of ſuch member, take 
and ſubſcribe the following oath, viz. 

« I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have 
not, directly or indire&ly, received any ſum or 
ſums of money, office, place or employment, 
gratuity or reward, or any, bond, bill, or note, or 
any promiſe or gratuity whatſoever, either by 
myſelf or any other perſon to my uſe, or 
benefit, or advantage, for making any return 
at the preſent election of members to ſerve 
in parliament; and that I will return fuch per- 
on or perſons as ſhall, to the beſt of my judg- 
ment, appear to me to have the majority of legal 
votes. 

Which oath any juſtice or juſtices of the peace 
of the ſaid county, city, corporation, or borough, 
where ſuch election ſhall be made, or, in his or 
their abſence, any three of the electors are hereby 
required and authorized to adminiſter ; and ſuch 
oath, ſo taken, ſhall be entered among the re- 
cords of the ſeſſions of ſuch county, city, cor- 
poration, and borough as aforeſaid. 

4. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That ſuch votes ſhall be deemed to be legal, 
which have been fo declared by the laſt determi- 
nation in the houſe of commons; which laſt deter- 
mination concerning any county, city, ſhire, bo- 
rough, cinque port, or place, ſhall be final to all 

intents 
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intents and purpoſes whatſoever, any uſage to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

5. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if any returning officer, elec- 
tor, or perſon taking the oath or affirmation herein- 
before mentioned, ſhall be guilty of wilful and 
corrupt perjury, or of falſe affirming, and be 
thereof convicted by due courſe of law, he ſhall 
incur and ſuffer the pains and penalties which by 
law are enacted or inflicted in caſes of wilful and 
corrupt perjury. 

6. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That no perfon convicted of wilful 
and corrupt perjury, or ſubornation of perjury, 
ſhall, after ſuch conviction, be capable of voting 
in any election of any member or members to 
ſerve in parhament. 

7. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if any perſon, who hath or 


claimeth to have, or hereafter ſhall have or claim 


Perfons taking 
money or reward 
for their vote, 
c. forfeit zool. 
and are diſabled 
ws vote, &e. 


to have, any right to vote in any ſuch election, 
ſhall, from and after the ſaid twenty- fourth day of 
June, which ſhall bein the year of our Lord, 17 29, 
aſk, receive, or take any money, or other reward, 
by way of gift, loan, or other device, or 
agree or contract for any money, gift, office, 
employment, or other reward whatever, to give 
his vote, or to refuſe or forbear to give his vote in 
any ſuch election, or if any perfon, by himfelf or 
any perſon employed by him, doth or ſhall; by 
any gift or reward, or by any promiſe, agreement, 
or ſecurity for any gift or reward, corrupt or pro- 
cure any perſon or perſons to give his or their 

vote 
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vote or votes, or to forbear to give his or their 
vote or votes in any ſuch election, ſuch perſon ſo 
offending in any of the caſes aforeſaid ſhall, for 
every ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of five hundred 
pounds of lawful money of Great Britain, to be 
recovered as before directed, together with full 
coſts of ſuit; and every perſon offending in any 
of the caſes aforeſaid, from and after judgement 
obtained againſt him in any ſuch action of debt, 
bill, plaiat, or information, or ſummary action or 
proſecution, or being any otherwiſe lawfully con- 
victed thereof, ſhall for ever be diſabled to vote 
in any election of any member or members to 
parliament, and alſo ſhall for ever be diſabled to 
hold, exerciſe, or enjoy any office or franchiſe, 
to which he and they then ſhall or at any time 
afterwards may be entitled, as a member of any 
city, borough, town corporate, or cinque port, 
as if ſuch perſon was naturally dead. 

8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any perſon offending againſt 
this act, ſhall within the ſpace of twelve months 
next after ſuch elgCtion as aforeſaid, diſcover any 
other perſon or perſons offending againſt this act, 
ſo that ſuch perſon or perſons ſo diſcovered be 
thereupon convicted, ſuch perſon ſo diſcovering, 
and not having been before that time convicted of 
any offence againſt this act, ſhall be indemnified 
and diſcharged from all penalties and diſabilities, 
which he ſhall then have incurred by any offence 
againſt this act. 

9. And for the more effectual obſervance of this 
act, be it enacted, That all and every the ſhe- 

| H riffs, 


Offenders, in 
twelve months 
after the election 
diſcovering o- 
thers, indemnl · 
fied, 
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riffs, mayors, bailiffs, and other officers, to whom 
the execution of any writ or precept, for electing 
any member or members to ſerve in parliament, 
ſhall belong or appertain, ſhall and are hereby 
required, at the time of ſuch election, imme- 
diately after the reading ſuch writ or precept, to 
read or cauſe to be read openly before the elec- 
tors there aſſembled, this preſent act, and every 
_— EY clauſe therein contained, and the ſame ſhall alſo 
riff, &c. after openly be read once in every year at the general 


j reading the writ, 
[0 and at the quar- quarter ſeſſions of the peace, to be holden next 


ter ſeſſions after 

Eaſter, | after Eaſter, for any county or city, and at every 
election of the chief magiſtrate in any borough, 
town corporate, or cinque port, and at the an- 
nual election of the magiſtrates and town coun- 
ſellors for every borough, within that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland. 

10. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That every ſheriff, under ſheriff, mayor, 
bailiff, and other officer, to whom the execution 
of any writ or precept, for the electing of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament doth belong, for every 
wilful offence, contrary to this act, ſhall forfeit 

Wilful offence, the ſum of fifty pounds to be recovered, together 
forfeits 5ol. with full coſts of ſuit, in the manner before directed. 

11. Provided always, and it is hereby declared 
and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no 
perſon ſhall be made liable to any incapacity, diſ- 
ability, forfeiture, or penalty by this act laid or 
impoſed, unleſs proſecution be commenced with- 

3 in two years aſter ſuch incapacity, diſability, for- 
mg feiture, or penalty ſhall be incurred, or in caſe of 

a proſecution, the ſame be carried on without 
3 wilful 
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wilful delay; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 5 
A. b. 1729. 


— 
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An Act for the better regulating Elections in the City 
of Norwich, and for preſerving the Peace, good 
Order, and Government, in the ſaid City. 


” WIEREAS many unhappy contro- 
verſies and diſſentions have of late years ariſen in 
the city of Norwich, at the elections of citizens 
to ſerve in parliament, and alſo of mayors, ſhe- 
riffs, aldermen, and common-councilmen of 
and for the faid city, touching the legality 
and validity of the votes of many perſons who 
in ſuch elections have offered to vote; and 
whereas the time appointed by the charters 
of the ſaid city is not ſufficient to elect ſo great 
a number of common-councilmen for each great 
ward, as are thereby yearly directed to be choſen 
when ſuch elections happen to be controverted ; 
and whereas great differences and diſſentions have 
ariſen between the mayor, ſheriffs, and aldermen, 
and the commons of the common-council of the 
faid city, in or concerning the making or paſling 
of acts, orders, or ordinances, in common-coun- 
cil, or aſſembly of the repreſentative body of the 
ſaid city, which have often obſtructed the public 
buſineſs and concerns thereof:” Now to the in- 
tent that a ſtop may be put to all ſuch controver- 
fies and diffentions as aforeſaid, touching the le- 


H 2 gality 
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gality of voters, that the number of common- 
councilmen may be yearly elected, and that the 
public buſineſs of the ſaid city may not be ob- 
ſtructed: Be it enacted, &c. 

« Oaths to be tendered at elections in Nor- 
wich. Refuſing to ſwear, the vote or poll diſ- 
allowed. One of the checks, &c. may go into 
the priſons to take the votes there. The oaths, 
1 Geo. I. ſt. 2. c. 13. to be taken by electors, 
if required. Three common-councilmen for 
each great ward, to elect the remaining number 
of common-councilmen. Vacancies to be filled 
up in forty-eight hours after notice. None but 
Inhabitants to be choſen ſheriffs. No act valid, 
without aſſent of the major part, &c. Mayors 
to nominate officers as cuſtomary, Penalty on 
abſence from the quarterly aſſemblies.” 

A. D. 1730. 


— 
— 
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An Ad to explain and amend an Act made in the 
Tth and 8th Years of the Reign of King 
Williem the Third, intituled, An Act for the © 
further regulating Elections of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, and for the preventing irregular 
proceedings of Sheriffs and other Officers in the 
elefting and returning ſuch Members, ſo far as the 
ſame relates to the holding of County Courts. 


© WHEREAS by an act paſſed in the 
7&8W.3. c. 7th and 8th years of the reign of king William 
25s the 
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the Third, intituled, An act for the further re- 
gulating elections of members to ſerve in par- 
liament, and for the preventing irregular pro- 
ceedings of ſheriffs and other officers in the electing 
and returning ſuch members, it was, amongſt 
other things, enacted, That the ſheriff of any 
county, upon the election to be made of any knight 
or knights of the ſhire, ſhould proceed to election 
at the next county court, unleſs the ſame ſhould 
fall out to be held within fix days after the re- 
ceipt of the writ, or upon the ſame day, and then 
ſhould adjourn the ſaid court to ſome convenient 
day, giving ten days notice of the time and place 
of election; and whereas by the ſame act it was 
alſo enacted, That all county courts held for the 
county of York, or any other county courts which 
were uſed to be held on a Monday, ſhould from 
henceforth be called and begun on Wedneſdays ; 
and whereas there was no expreſs proviſion to 
prevent the adjournment of any county court to' 
a Monday, whereby doubts have ariſen whether 
the ſame might not be adjourned to a Monday, 
which is declared by the ſaid act to be a very in- 
convenient day to all the ſuitors thereunto, which 
hath given occaſion to county courts being fre- 
quently adjourned over to a Monday, to the great 
inconvenience of ſuch ſuitors, who, at elections 
for knights of the ſhire, and their ſervices at 
other times, are thereby obliged to travel on 
Sundays; and whereas there is no proviſion made 
by the ſaid act with relation to not adjourn- 
ing county courts to a Friday or Saturday, 
which is as inconvenient to all ſuitors as if the 

H 3 | ſame 
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ſame were adjourned to a Monday: For remedy 
whereof be it therefore enacted by the king's 
moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal 
and commons in this preſent parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
After 24 June, from and after the twenty- fourth day of June, 
cut in Great 1733, no county court whatſoever held within 
Pune u that part of Great Britain called England, ſhall be 
—— riday, achourned to a Monday, a Friday, or Saturday, 
and that all and every ſuch adjournment and ad- 
journments, and all and every act and deed done 
or performed at ſuch courts ſo adjourned, ſhall be 
Repealed by 18 deemed, adjudged, and taken to be utterly null 
— Sup 18. and void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, 
any law, cuſtom, or uſage to the contrary thereof 

in any wiſe notwithſtanding. | 
2. Provided nevertheleſs, That any county 
— 8 court begun, holden on, or adjourned to a day 
any other days, not prohibited by this act, or the ſaid other re- 
e obs cited act, for electing any knight or knights of 
the ſhire for any county, or for hearing and de- 
termining cauſes, or ſuch other matters and buſi- 
neſs as are uſually tranſacted at county courts within 
the limits aforefaid, may be adjourned over from 
day to day, though the ſame may happen on a 
Monday, Friday, or Saturday, until ſuch election, 
or ſuch other matters as aforeſaid, be fully finiſhed 
and determined, any thing in this preſent act 
contained to the contrary in any wiſe notwith- 


ſtanding. 


, $-17:3% 
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ANNO 8* GEORGIT II. CAP. 30. 
An AR for regulating the quartering of Soldiers 


during the Time of the Elections of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament. 


| © WHrREAs by the ancient common 
law of this land, all elections ought to be free; 
and whereas by an act paſſed in the 3d year of 


the reign of king Edward the Firſt, of famous E- 1. © 5: 


memory, it is commanded upon great forfeiture, 
that no man by force of arms, nor by malice, or 
menacing ſhall diſturb any to make free election; 
and foraſmuch as the freedom of elections of 
-members to ſerve in parliament is of the utmoſt 
eonſequence to the preſervation of the rights and 
liberties of this kingdom ; and whereas it hath 
been the uſage and practice to cauſe any regi- 
ment, troop, or company, or any number of 
ſoldiers which hath been quartered in any city, 
borough, town, or place, where any election of 
members to ſerve in parliament hath been ap- 
pointed to be made, to remove and continue out 
of the ſame during the time of ſuch election, ex- 
cept in ſuch particular caſes as are herein-after 
ſpecified: To the end therefore that the ſaid uſage 
and practice may be ſettled and eſtabliſhed for the 
future; be it enacted by the king's moſt excel- 
lent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons 
in parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That when and as often as any 

H 4 election 


119 


* 
of 
*. 
| 
bl 


- —— > — —— — 1 
** — = 1 * 
48 
1 — r N 
11 . ˙ .. 
2 a — * 


r Ws a 
— . * 4 4 
& 22 p OED 
>. ol 2 s 
ec ˙ A ²⁰ ei tre rent ee 


o q — 
rs Ge * 1 PR LT) 72 5 
= — . — — 4 — 202 * by — - 
- — 1 his 5 G Tas __ . 1 e — n . 
. 4 x 8 4 a - \ * * 
— 1 —— too eo — = 2 - 


— — 


Sd 12 


—— Are — 
2 — > 


2 — g 
— 


a — 
1 . - 5 
— — — 
== ä 


120 


On notice of e- 
lection of a 

member, the ſe- 
cretary at war, 
or perſon acting 
as ſuch, to ſend 
proper orders in 
writing for re- 
moving ſoldiers 
2 miles from the 
place of election. 
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election of any peer or peers to repreſent the peers 
of Scotland in parliament, or of any member or 
members to ſerve in parliament, ſhall be ap- 
pointed to be made the ſecretary at war for the 
time being, or in caſe there ſhall be no ſecretary 
at war, then ſuch perſon who ſhall officiate in 
the place of the ſecretary at war, ſhall, and 1s 
hereby required, at ſome convenient time before 
the day appointed for ſuch election, to iſſue and 
ſend forth proper orders in writing for the removal 
of every ſuch regiment, troop, or company, or 


other number of ſo!diers as ſhall be quartered or 


billetted in any ſuch city; borough, town, or 
place, where ſuch election ſhall be appointed to 
be made, out of every ſuch city, borough, town, 
or place, one day at the leaſt before the day ap- 
pointed for ſuch election, to the diſtance of two 
or more miles from ſuch city, borough, town, 
or place, and not to make any nearer approach to 
ſuch city, borough, town, or place as aforeſaid, 
until one day at the leaſt aſter the poll to be taken 


at ſuch election ſhall be ended, and the poll- books 


cloſed, 


2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That in caſe the ſecretary at war ſhall 
neglect or omit to iſſue or ſend forth ſuch orders 


as aforeſaid; or if any perſon who ſhall officiate 


in the place of the ſecretary at war, ſhall neglect 
or omit to iflue or ſend forth ſuch orders as afore- 
ſaid, according to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, and ſhall be thereof lawfully convicted 


upon any indictment to be preferred at the next 


aſſizes, or ſeſſions of oyer and terminer to be 
held 
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held for the county where ſuch offence ſhall be 
committed, or on an information to be exhibited 
in the court of king's bench within ſix months 
after ſuch offence committed, ſuch ſecretary at 
war, or perſon who ſhall officiate in the place of 
the ſecretary at war, ſhall for ſuch offence be diſ- 
charged from their ſaid reſpective offices, and 
ſhall from thenceforth be utterly diſabled, and 
made incapable to hold any office or employ- 
ment, civil or military, in his majeſty's ſervice. 
3. Provided always, That nothing in this act 
contained, ſhall extend or be conſtrucd to extend 
to the city and liberty of Weſtminſter, or the bo- 
rough of Southwark, for and in reſpect of the 
guards of his majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, 
nor to any city, borough, town, or place, where 
his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or any of his 
royal family ſhall happen to be, or reſide at the 
time of any ſuch election as aforeſaid, for or in 
reſpect of ſuch number of troops or ſoldiers only 
as ſhall be attendant as guards to his majeſty, his 
heirs or ſucceſſors, or to ſuch other perſon of the 
royal family as is aforeſaid, nor to any caſtle, fort, 
or fortified place, where any garriſon is uſually 
kept, for or in reſpect of ſuch number of troops 
or ſoldiers only whereof ſuch garriſon is com- 
poſed, | 
4. Provided likewiſe, That nothing in this act 
contained, ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, 
to any officer or ſoldier who ſhall have a light to 
vote at any ſuch election as aforeſaid, but that 
every ſuch officer and ſoldier may freely and with- 
out interruption attend and give his vote at ſuch 
election 3 
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election; any thing herein-before contained to the 
contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 
— —_— 5. Provided always, That the ſecretary at war, 
liable in caſe of or in caſe there ſhall be no ſecretary at war, then 


vacancy, unleſs 


__ = ſuch perſon who ſhall officiate in the place of the 

the clerk of the ſecretary at war, ſhall not be liable to any for- 

* feiture or incapacity for not ſending ſuch order as 
aforeſaid upon any election to be made of a mem- 
ber to ſerve in parliament on a vacancy of any 
ſeat there, unleſs notice of the making out any 
new writ for ſuch election ſhall be given to him 
by the clerk of the crown in chancery, or other 
officer making out any new writ for ſuch election, 
which writ he 1s hereby directed and required to 
give with all convenient ſpeed after making out 
the ſaid writ. 


A. D. 1735. 
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An A to explain and amend ſo much of an At 
made in the 2d Year of his preſent Majeſty's 
Reign, intituled, An Ad for the more effectual 
preventing Bribery and Corruption in the Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, as relates to 


the cemmencing and carrying on of Proſecutions 
grounded upon the ſaid AF, 


6 Whrurreas by an act of parliament 

2 Geo, a. c. 24+ made in the 2d year of the reign of his preſent 
majeſty, intituled, An act for the more effectual 

preventing bribery and corruption in the election 


of 
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of members to ſerve in parliament, it is enacted, 
That no perſon ſhall be made hable to any inca- 
pacity, diſability, forfeiture, or penalty, by the 
ſaid act laid or impoſed, unleſs proſecution be 
commenced within two years aſter ſuch incapa- 
city, diſability, forfeiture, or penalty, ſhall be 
incurred, or ia caſe of a proſecution, the ſame be 
carried on without wiltul delay; and whereas 
proſecutions may have been, or may be com- 
menced againſt pe:ſons offending againſt the ſaid 
act, by ſuing out original or other writs or pro- 
ceſſes againſt ſuch perſons ſo offending within two 
years after the incurring any incapacity, diſability, 
forfeiture, or penalty, laid or impoſed by the 
ſaid act, and perſons ſo ſuing out ſuch original or 
other writs or proceſſes, may have delayed, or 
may delay to ſerve the ſame, without giving the 
perſons againſt whom ſuch original or other writs 
or proceſſes may have been or may be ſued out, 
any notice thereof, by reaſon of which practice 
the ſaid proviſion for limiting the time for the 
proſecution of perſons offending againſt the faid 
act 15 or may be evaded: Now, for explaining 
and amending the ſaid proviſion, be it enacted 
by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal and commons in this preſent par- 
lament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
lame, That no perſon ſhall be made liable to 
any incapacity, diſability, forfeiture, or penalty, 
by the ſaid act laid or impoſed, unleſs ſuch per- 
ſon has been, or ſhall be, actually and legally 
arreſted, ſummoned, or otherwiſe ferved with 


ary 
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any ſuch original or other writ or proceſs, within 
the ſpace of two years after any offence againſt 
the ſaid act has been, or ſhall be committed, fo 
as the ſervice of any ſuch original or other writ 
or proceſs hath not been, or ſhall not be pre- 
vented by ſuch perſon abſconding or nn. 
ing out of this kingdom. 


AN NO 11“ GEORGII II. CAP. 24. 


An Ac to Amend an Al paſſed in the 12th and 
13th Years of the Reign of King William the 
Third, intituled, © An Ad fer preventing any 
Inconveniences that may happen by Privilege of 


Parliament. 


© WHEREAS for the preventing all de- 


. lays the king or his ſubjects may receive in any 


12& 13 W. z. 
Co J» 


of his courts of law or equity, and for their eaſe 


in the recovery of their rights and titles to any 


lands, tenements, or hereditaments, and their 
debts or other dues, for which they have cauſe of 
ſuit or action, an act was made in the 12th and 
13th years of the reign of king William the 
Third, intituled, © An act for preventing any in- 
conveniences that may happen by privilege of 
parliament,” whereby, nevertheleſs, the privilege 
of parliament is reſtrained only in actions or 


ſuits commenced or proſecuted in the courts, and 


for the cauſes therein particularly mentioned; 
and whereas great inconveniences may happen to 
2 his 
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his majeſty, and his ſubjects, with reſpect to their 
rights and titles of lands, tenements, or heredita- 


ments, and their debts or other dues for which 


they have cauſe of ſuit or action, if the privilege 
of parliament be not reſtrained upon actions or ſuits 
commenced or proſecuted in other courts within 
Great Britain and Ireland : For remedy thereof 
be it enacted, by the king's molt excellent ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons in 
this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That from and after the 
firſt day of June, 17 38, any perſon and perſons 
ſhall and may commence and proſecute in Great 
Britain or Ireland any action or ſuit in any court 
of record, or. court of equity, or of admiralty, 
and in all cauſes matrimonial and teſtamentary, in 
any court having cognizance of cauſes matrimo- 
nial and teſtamentary, againſt any peer, or lord of 
parliament of Great Britain, or againſt any of 
the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes of the houſe 
of commons of Great Britain for the time being, 
or againſt their or any of their menial or other 
ſervants, or any other perſon entitled to the pri- 
vilege of the parliament of Great Britain, at any 
time from and immediately after the diſſolution 
or prorogation of any parliament, until a new 
parliament ſhall meet, or the ſame be re- aſſem- 
bled, and from and immediately after any ad- 
journment of both houſes of parliament for above 
the ſpace of fourteen days, until both houſes ſhall 
meet or re- aſſemble, and that the ſaid reſpective 
courts, ſhall and may after ſuch diſſolution, pro- 

| rogation, 


125 


Perſons may pro- 
ſecute actions a- 
gainſt members 
of parliament in 


the intervals of 


ſe ſlions. 


+» Cree 
— — — 


* —_ _ > 7. bo. — - ” ” * * 
0 „ 232 193232 * — —— — + SAG OS 


5 - —— 
0 7 
* . —— — 
— —— — 
-” oa B l l « 
——— 


K 
— #.Y 1 


„ r ů — — 
n _ * 4 - 
= , ind — ———— —— ” 5 — 
n — 7 — 
* 2 8 * 8 0 2 —— 
1 8 


- * * 8 ** 
. — 2 


« a - - 
GC ERC Fn Or 
x -— rr — 


126 


Members not li- 
able to be ar- 
teſted during 
piiviiege. 


The courts of 
Great Se ons in 
Wales, and ſeſ- 
ſions in counties 
paiatine to pro- 
cced ag uinſt 
members, as the 
courts at Weſt - 
minſter. 


II GEORG! II. CAP, 24. 


rogation, or adjournment as aforeſaid, proceed to 
giv judgement, and to make final orders, de- 
crees, and ſentences, and award execution there- 
upon, any privilege of parliament to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 

2. Provided . That this act ſhall 
not extend to ſubject the perſon of any of the 
knights, citizens, and burgeſſes of the houſe 
of commons of Great Britain, or any other 
per ſon entitled to the privilege of parliament, 
to be arreſted during the time of privilege, ne- 
vertheleſs, it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for any of the courts of great ſeſſions in Wales, 
courts of ſeſſion, in the counties palatine of 
Cheſter, Lancaſter, and Durham, courts of 
king's bench, common pleas, and exchequer 
in Ireland; after any diſſolution, prorogation, or 
ſuch adjournment as aforeſaid, or before any 
ſeſſion of parliament, or meeting of both houſes 
as aforeſaid, to have and uſe ſuch arid the like 
methods of proceeding, and to iſſue ſuch and the 
like proceſs againſt any ſuch peer, or lord of par- 
liament, or againſt any of the ſaid knights, citi- 
zens, and burgeſſes, or other perſons entitled to 
the privilege of the parliament of Great Britain, 
as the courts of king's bench, common pleas, 
and exchequer in England, are by the ſaid re- 
cited act impowered and directed to ute and iſſue 
reſpectively ; and that it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the court of chanceiy of Ireland, and 
the court of equity of the exchequer there, to 
have and uſe ſuch and the like methods of pro- 
cceding, and to iſſue ſuch and the like proceſs 

within 


999 
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within the times and againſt the perſons aforeſaid, 
as the high court of chancery of Great Britain, 


and the court of exchequer in England, are by 


the ſaid recited act reſpectively directed and im- 
powered to uſe and iſſue; and that it ſhall and 
may be lawful to and for any of the other courts 
herein- before deſcribed, the proceſs whereof is 
not particularly directed by the ſaid recited act, or 
by this act, after any diſſolution, prorogation, or 
ſuch ajournment as aforeſaid, or before any 
ſeſſion of parliament, or meeting of both houſes 
as aforeſaid, to iſſue ſuch and the like proceſs 
againſt any ſuch peer, or lord of parliament, or 
againſt any of the ſaid knights, cicizens, or bur- 
geſſes, or other perſon entitled to the privilege 
of parliament, as ſuch courts may now lawfully 
iſſue againſt perſons not liable to be arreſted or 


impriſoned. 


3. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That where any plaintiff ſhall, by rea- 
ſon or occaſion of privilege of parliament, be 
ſtayed or prevented from proſecuting any ſuit by 
him commenced, ſuch plaintiff ſhall not be bound 
by any ſtatute of limitation, or nonſuited, diſ- 
mifſed, nor his ſuit diſcontinued for want of pro- 
ſecution of the fuit by him begun, but ſhall, 
from time to time, upon the riſing of the par- 
lament, be at liberty to proceed to judgement and 
execution, | 

4. And it is hereby enacted, That no action, 
ſuit, proceſs, order, judgement, decree, or pro- 
ceeding in law or equity, againſt the king's ori- 
ginal and immediate debtor, for the recovery or 
= obtaining 


PlaintiFs not 
barred or non- 


ſuited, 


Nor proceſs 2» 
gainſt the king's 
debtor to be tay - 
ed by privilege or 
packament, 
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obtaining of any debt or duty originally and imme- 
diately due or payable unto his majeſty, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors, or againſt any accountant, or per- 
ſon anſwerable, or liable to render any account 
unto his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, for any 
part or branch of any of his or their revenues, or 
other original and immediate debt, or duty, or 
the execution of any ſuch proceſs, order, judge- 
ment, decree, or proceedings, ſhall be impeach- 
ed, ſtayed, or delayed in any court in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, by and under the colour or pre- 
tence of any privilege of the parliament of Great 
Britain; yet ſo nevertheleſs, that the perſon of 
any ſuch debtor, or accountant, or perſon an- 
ſwerable or liable to account, being a peer, or 
Bat the peri**® lord of parliament of Great Britain, ſhall not be 
ed. liable to be arreſted or impriſoned, by or upon 
any ſuch ſuit, order, judgement, decree, proceſs, 
or proceedings; or being a member of the houſe 
of commons of Great Britain, ſhall not, during the 
continuance of the privilege of parliament, be ar- 
reſted or impriſoned by or upon any ſuch order, 
judgement, decree, proceſs, or proceedings. 
Provitu. 5. Provided nevertheleſs, That neither this 
act, nor any thing therein contained, ſhall extend 
to give any juriſdiction, power, or authority to 
any court, to hold plea in any real or mixt action, 
110 in any other manner than ſuch court might have 
1 done beſore the making this act. 
— 14 A. D. 1738. 
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Au Ad for the more effetually preventing fraudulent 
Qualiſications of Perſons to vote as Freeholders, in 
the Eleftion of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 

for fuch Cities and Towns as are Counties of them- 
ſelves, in that Part of Great Britain called Eng- 
land. 


© WHEREAS by an act made in the roth 
year of the reign of queen Anne, intituled, An 
act for the more effectual preventing fraudulent 
conveyances, in order to multiply votes for elect- 
ing knights of ſhires to ſerve in parliament,” it is 
enacted, That all eſtates and conveyances what- 
ſoever, made to any perſon or perſons in any 
fraudulent or colluſive manner, on purpoſe to 
qualify him or them, to give his or their vote or 
votes at ſuch elections of knights of the ſhire, 
ſubje& nevertheleſs to conditions or agreements 
to defeat or determine ſuch eſtate, or to re-con- 
vey the ſame, ſhall be deemed and taken againſt 
thoſe perſons who executed the ſame as free and 


_ abſolute, and be holden and enjoyed by all and 


every ſuch perſon or perſons, to whom ſuch con- 
veyance ſhall be made as aforeſaid, freely and 
abſolutely acquitted, exonerated, and diſcharged, 
of and from all manner of truſts, conditions, 
clauſes of re-entry, powers of revocation, pro- 
viſoes of redemption, or other defeazances what- 
ſoever, between or with the ſaid parties, or any 
other perſon or perſons in truſt for them, and that 
all bonds, covenants, collateral or other ſecuri- 


I ties, 
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ties, contracts, or agreements, between or with 
the ſaid parties, or any other perſon or perſons in 
truſt for them, or any of them for the redeeming, 
revoking, or defeating, ſuch eſtate or eſtates, or 
for the reſtoring or re-conveying thereof, or any 
part thereof, to any perſon or perſons who made 
or executed ſuch conveyance, or to any other 
perſon or perſons in truſt for them, or any of 
them, ſhall be null and void to all intents and 
purpoſes whatſoever ; and that every perſon who 
ſhall make and execute ſuch conveyance or con- 
veyances as aforeſaid, or, being privy to ſuch 
purpoſe, ſhall deviſe or prepare the ſame, and 
every perſon who, by colour thereof, ſhall give 
any vote at any eleftion of any knight or 
knights of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament, ſhall, 
for every ſuch conveyance ſo made, or vote ſo 
created or given, forfeit the ſum of forty pounds 
to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, to be 
recovered together with full coſts of ſuit, by ac- 
tion of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any 
of the courts of record at Weſtminſter, wherein 
no cſſoin, privilege, protection, wager of law, or 
more than one imparlance ſhall be admitted or 
allowed ; and it is thereby further enacted, That no 


perſon ſhall vote for the electing of any knight of 


a ſhire within that part of Great Britain called 


England in reſpe& or in right of any lands or 


tenements, which have not been charged or aſſeſ- 
ſed to the public taxes, church, rates, and pariſh 
duties, in ſuch proportion as other lands or tene- 
ments of forty ſhillings per annum, within the 
ſame: pariſh or townſhip where the ſame ſhall lie, 
or be uſually charged, and for which. ſuch per- 


* ſon 
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ſon ſhall not have received the rents or profits, or 
be entitled to have received the ſame, to the full 
value of forty ſhillings or more, to his own uſe 
for one year before ſuch election, unleſs ſuch 
lands or tenements came to ſuch perſon within 
the time aforeſaid by deſcent, marriage, marriage 
ſettlement, deviſe, or preſentation to ſome be- 
nefice in the church, or by promotion to ſome 
office, unto which ſuch freehold is affixed, and 
that, if any perſon ſhall vote in any ſuch elec- 
tion contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
the ſaid act, he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit 
the ſum of forty pounds, one moiety thereof 
to the poor of the pariſh or pariſhes, where the 
lands or tenements lie, for which ſuch perſon 
ſhall vote, and the other moiety to the perſon or 
perſons who ſhall ſue for the ſame to be re- 
covered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or infor- 
mation, in any of the courts of record at Weſt- 
minſter, wherein no eſſoin, privilege, protection, 
or wager of law ſhall be allowed, or more than 
one imparlance ; and whereas by an act, made 
in the next ſeſſion of parliament, to explain a 
clauſe in the ſaid laſt recited act, made in the 
roth year of the reign of queen Anne, it is 
enacted, That the ſaid act made in the 10th 
year of the reign of queen Anne, or any 
thing therein contained, ſhall not extend or be 
conſtrued to reſtrain any perſon from voting in 
ſuch election of any knight of a ſhire, within that 
part of Great Britain called England, in reſpect 
or in right of any rents, tythes, or other incor- 
poreal inheritances, or any meſſuages or lands in 
any extra-parochial places, or any chambers in the 

I 2 inns 
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inns of courts or inns of chancery, or any meſſu- 
ages or ſeats belonging to any offices, in regard 
or by reaſon that the ſame have not uſually been, 
or ſnall not he charged or aſſeſſed to all or any 
of the public taxes, church rates, and pariſh du- 
ties, as mentioned in the ſaid act made in the 
roth year of the reign of queen Anne, or in re- 
ſpect or right of any other meſſuages or lands not 
therein before ſpecified in regard or by reaſon 


that the ſame have not been uſually charged or 


aſſeſſed to all and every the public taxes, church 
rates, and pariſh duties aforeſaid, provided that 
ſuch meſſuages or lands, have uſually been charg- 
ed or aſſeſſed to ſome one or more of the ſaid 
public taxes, rates, or duties, in ſuch proportion 
as other meſſuages or lands of forty ſhillings per 
annum within the ſame pariſh or townſhip, where 
the ſame ſhall lie or be, are uſually charged to the 
ſame, any thing contained in the ſaid act made 
the the 10th year of the reign of queen Anne, 
to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
ing; and whereas it is reaſonable, that proviſion 
ſhould likewiſe be made to prevent any fraudu- 
lent conveyances of lands and tenements, in order 
to multiply votes for electing members to ſerve in 


parliament, for ſuch cities and town as are coun- 


ties of themſelves, wherein perſons have a right 
ta yore fpr electing ſuch members, for or in re- 
fpeRafands, tenements, or hereditaments of the 
yearly value of forty ſhillings :” Be it enacted by 
the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice apd conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral and commons in this preſent parliament aſſem- 


' bled, and a a: 


and 
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and after the twenty-fifth day of March, 1740, the 
faid proviſions contained in the faid in part re- 
cited act, made in the 10th year of the reign of 
queen Anne, for preventing fraudulent convey- 
ances in order to multiply votes for electing knights 
for ſhires, and in the ſaid act made in the next 
ſeſſions of parliament, ſhall be extended and con- 
ſtrued to extend, to ſuch lands or tenements, for 
or in reſpect of which any perſon ſhall vote for 
the election of any member to ſerve in par- 
liament for any ſuch city or town as aforeſaid, be- Perſons voting 
ing a county of itſelf in that part of Great Britain — 
called England, and that if any perſon ſhall vote bu, ara 
for the election of any ſuch member as a freeholder, » 6 OS 
not having ſuch an eſtate for one year before the ordained by 10 


fame election, and ſo charged or aſſeſſed as in 
the ſaid acts or one of them is deſcribed, ex- 


cept in caſes therein excepted, every ſuch perſon 


ſhall be ſubject to the like penalties and forfeitures, 
as are bythe ſaid act, made inthe 10th year of the 
reign of queen Anne, impoſed on perſons voting 2 1 Geb 2. 


for knights of ſhires, not having the qualifica- 35: 
tions thereby required. A, D, 1740. 
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An AR for eftabliſhing an Agreement with the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, for 
advancing the Sum of One Million Six Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, towards the Supply for the Ser- 


| vice of the Year 1742. 


8. AND it is bereby further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That no 8 in reſpect 
13 of 
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of his being governor, deputy governor, direc- 
tor, manager, or member of the ſaid company, 
or for having any ſtock or ſhare therein, or for 
any matter or thing to be by him done or per- 
The being go. formed in the affairs of the ſaid corporation, 
vernor, &c- of ſhall be now or at any time hereafter diſabled from 
create no dib. being or continuing, or from being elected or 
T ſerving as a member of parliament, or be liable 
or ſubject to any penalty, forfeiture, or diſability 
preſcribed by any other act or acts of parliament, 
for not qualifying himſelf to execute his truſt with 
reſpect to the affairs of the ſaid corporation, 
as perſons who ſhall take or execute any office or 
place of profit or truſt, are ſubject and liable un- 
to by any law now in force, or be adjudged lia- 
ble to be a bankrupt, within the intent or mean- 
ing of all or any the ſtatutes made againſt or 
concerning bankrupts ; any law, ſtatute, or pro- 
viſion to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwith- 
ſtanding. 
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An AF to exclude certain Officers from being Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons. 


1! F For firther limiting or reducing the 

tt number of officers capable of ſitting in the houſe 
|. of commons, be it enacted by the king's moſt 
| excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 


| 

commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
Aut and 
k TY - 
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and by the authority of the ſame, That from and 
after the diſſolution, or other determination of 
this preſent parliament, no perſon who ſhall be 
commiſſioners of the revenue in Ireland, or com- 
miſſioner of the navy or victualling offices, nor 
any deputies or clerks in any of the ſaid offices, 
or in any of the ſeveral offices following ; that is 
to ſay, the office of lord high treaſurer, or the 
commiſſioners of the treaſury, or of the auditor 
of the receipt of his majeſty's exchequer, or of 
the tellers of the exchequer, or of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, or 6f the lord high admiral, or 
the commiſſioners of the admiralty, or of the 
paymaſters of the army or of the navy, or of 
his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, or of the 
commiſſioners of the ſalt, or of the commiſſioners 
of the ſtamps, or of the commiſſioners of ap- 
peals, or of the commiſſioners of wine licences, 
or of the commiſſioners of hackney coaches, 
or of the commiſſioners of hawkers and pedlars, 
nor any perſons having any office, civil or mili- 
tary, within the iſland of Minorca or in Gibraltar, 
other than officers having commiſſions in any 
regiment there only, ſhall be capable. of being 
elected, or of ſitting or voting as a member of 
the houſe of commons in any parliament which 
ſhall be hereafter ſummoned and holden. 

2. And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any perſon hereby diſabled or 
declared to be incapable to fit or vote in any 
parliament hereafter to be holden, ſhall never- 
theleſs be returned as a member to ſerve for any 
county, ſtewartry, city, borough, town, cinque 

14 Port, 
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port, or place, in parliament, ſuch election and 

— — are hereby enacted and declared to be void 

clared void. to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever; and if 

any perſon diſabled and declared incapable by 

this act to be elected, ſhall after the diſſolution, or 
other determination of this preſent parliament, 
preſurne to ſit or vote as a member of the houſe 

of commons in any parliament to be hereafter 
ſummoned, ſuch perſon ſo ſitting or voting, ſhall 
forfeit the ſum of twenty pounds for every day in 
which he ſhall fit or vote in the ſaid houſe of com- 
mans, to ſuch perſon or perſons who ſhall ſue for 

the ſame in any of his majeſty's courts at Weſt- 
minſter, and the money ſo forfeited ſhall be re- 

en pe- covered by the perſons ſo ſuing, with full coſts of 
dag, ater uit, in any of the ſaid courts, by action of debt, 

. by tis bill plaint, or information, in which no eſſoin, 
privilege, protection, or wager of law, ſhall be 
allowed, and only one imparlance, and ſhall from 
thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, or 
enjoying any office of honour or profit under his 
majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors. 

3. Provided always, and it is hereby enacted 
and declared by the authority aforeſaid, That 
nothing in this act ſnall extend or be conſtrued to 
extend or relate to, or exclude the treaſurer or 
comptroller of the navy, the ſecretaries of the 
treaſury, the ſecretary to the chancellor of the 

11 exchequer, or ſecretaries of the admiralty, the 

[41 under ſecretary to any of his majeſty's principal 
114 ſecretaries of ſtate, or the deputy paymaſter of 
1. the army, or to exclude any perſon having or 
#14 holding any office or employment for life, or for 
115 ſo 


f 
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ſo long as he ſhall behave himſelf well in his 
office ; any thing herein contained to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 


A. b. 1742. 
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An At to explain and amend the Laws touching the 
Elections of Knights of the Shire to ſerve in Par- 
liament for thaf Part of Great Britain called 
England. 


6 WIEREAS ſeveral delays and in- 


conveniencies have ariſen in elections of knights 
of ſhires to ſerve in parliament, to the great 
trouble and expence of the candidates and 
electors: For remedy thereof, be it enacted, by 
the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent parliament aſ- 
ſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
from and after the twenty-fourthday of June, 1745, 
upon every election to be made within that part 
of Great Britain called England, or dominion of 
Wales, ofany knight or knights of the ſhire toſerve 
in parliament, every freeholder inſtead of the oath 
or affirmation preſcribed to be taken, by An act of 
parliament made in the 10th year of the reign of 
her late majeſty queen Anne, intituled, an a& 
for the more effectual preventing fraudulent con- 
veyances in order to multipiy votes for electing 

knights 
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Knights of ſhires to ſerve in parliament, before he 


is admitted to poll at the ſaid election, ſhall (if 
required by the candidates or any of them, or 


any other perſon having a right to vote at the ſaid 


election) firſt take the oath (or being one of the 
people called Quakers, the ſolemn affirmation) 
following, videlicet, 

© You ſhall ſwear (or being one of the people 
called Quakers, you ſhall ſolemnly affirm) that 
you are a freeholder in the county of 
and have a freehold eſtate, con ling of 
(ſpecifying the nature of ſe:.: freehold eſtate, 
whether meſſuage, land, rent, tythe, or what elſe; 
and if ſuch freehold eſtate conſiſts in meſſuages, 
lands, or tythes, then ſpecifying in whoſe occu- 
pation the ſame are; and if in rent, then ſpeci- 
fying the names of the owners or poſſeſſors of the 
lands or tenements, out of which ſuch rent is 
iſſuing, or of ſome or one of them) lying or be- 
ing at in the county of of the 
clear yearly value of forty ſhillings over and above 
all rents and charges payable out of, or in reſpect 
of the ſame ; and that you have been in the 
actual poſſeſſion or receipt of the rents and pro- 
fits thereof, for your own uſe, above twelve kalen- 
dar months, or that the ſame came to you within 
the time aforeſaid, by deſcent, marriage, mar- 
riage ſettlement, deviſe, or promotion to a bene- 
fice in a church, or by promotion to an office; 
and that ſuch a frechold eſtate has not been granted 
or made to you fraudutently on purpoſe to qua- 
lify you to give your vote; and that the place of 
your abode is at in 


and 
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and that you are twenty-one years of age as you 
believe, and that you have not been polled before 
at this election. | 

Which oath (or folemn affirmation) the ſheriff 
by himſelf, his under-ſheriff, or ſuch ſworn clerk 
or clerks, as ſhall be by him appointed for the 
taking of the poll, is hereby required to admi- 
niſter ; and in caſe any freeholder or other perſon 
taking the ſaid oath or affirmation hereby ap- 
pointed, ſhall thereby commit wilful perjury and 
be thereof convicted ; and if any perſon do un- 
lawfully or corruptly procure, or ſuborn any free- 
holder or other perſon, to take the faid oath or 
affirmation in order to be polled, whereby he 
ſhall commit ſuch wilful perjury, and ſhall be 
thereof convicted; he and they for every ſuch 
offence, ſhall incur ſuch pains and penalties, as 
are in and by two acts of parliament, the one 
made in the 5th year of the reign of the late 
queen Elizabeth, intituled, an act for puniſhing 
ſuch perſons as ſhall procure or commit wilful 


- perjury, or ſuborn or procure any perſon to com- 


mit any wilful or corrupt perjury, the other made 
in the 2d year of his preſent majeſty, intituled, 
an act for the more effectual preventing and fur- 
ther puniſhment of forgery, perjury, and ſubor- 
nation of perjury, and to make it felony to ſteal 
bonds, notes, or other ſecurities for payment of 
money, contrary to the ſaid acts. 

2. And whereas by the ſaid act made in 
the 10th year of the reign of her late majeſty 
queen Anne, It is enacted as follows: videlicet, 
That from and after the firſt day of May, 
which was in the year 1712, no perſon ſhall vote 

2 for 
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Clauſes repealed for the election of any knight of a ſhire within thar 
23-422 part of Great Britain called England, in reſpect or 
WH! in right of any lands or tenements which have not 
veg | been charged or aſſeſſed to the public taxes, church 
1 rates, and pariſh duties in ſuch proportion as 
other lands or tenements of forty ſhillings per an- 

num within the ſame pariſh or townſhip where- 

in the ſame ſhall lie or be, are ufually charged, 

And 12 Anne, and whereas by an act of parliament made in the 
MR 12th year of the reign of her ſaid late majeſty 
queen Anne, for explaining the ſaid recited clauſe, 

it is enacted, That the ſaid act, or any thing there- 

in contained, ſhall not extend or be conſtrued to 

reſtrain any perſon from voting in ſuch election 
of any knight of a ſhire within that part of Great 

1 Britain called England, in reſpect or in right of 
11 any rents, tythes, or other incorporeal inheri- 
ö | tances, or any meſſuages or lands in any extra- 
14. parochial places, or any chambers in the inns of 
1 court or inns of chancery, or any meſſuages or 
11 ſeats belonging to any offices, in regard or by 
1 reaſon that the ſame have not been uſually 
'4i. | charged or aſſeſſed to all or any the public taxes, 
11. church rates, and pariſh duties as mentioned in 
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1 the above recited act, or in reſpe& or right of 
. any other meſſuages or lands not herein- before 
4.1 ſpecified in regard or by reafon that the ſame have 
11 not been uſually charged or aſſeſſed to all and every 


| I f the public taxes, church rates, and pariſh duties 
1: 8} aforefaid ; provided that ſuch meſſuages or lands 
| ; 4 i have uſually been charged or aſſeſſed to ſome one 


. ä or more of the ſaid public taxes, rates, or duties, 
in ſuch proportion as other meſſuages or lands of 
1 forty 


we 
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- forty ſhillings per annum in the ſame townſhip or 


pariſh where the ſame ſhall lie or be, are uſually 
charged to the ſame: Beit enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid recited act 
as diſables any perſon to vote for knights of ſhires 


in reſpect or in right of any lands or tenements 


which have not been charged or aſſeſſed as therein 
mentioned, ſhall from and after the ſaid twenty- 
fourth day of June, be and is hereby repealed. 

3. Provided always, that from and after the 
faid twenty-fourth day of June, no perſon ſhall vote 
for the electing of a knight or knights of the ſhire 
to ſerve in parliament, within that part of Great 
Britain called England, or the principality of 
Wales, in reſpect or in right of any meſſuages, 
lands, or tenements, which have not been charged 
or aſſeſſed towards ſome aid granted, or hereafter 
to be granted to his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſ- 
ſors, by a land tax in Great Britain, twelve kalen- 
dar months next before ſuch election. 

4. Provided alſo, That this act, or any 
thing therein contained, ſhall not extend, or be 
conſtrued to extend to reſtrain any perſon from 
voting in any ſuch election of any knight or 
knights of a ſhire within that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, or the principality of Wales, 
in reſpect or in right of any rents or any chambers 
in the inns of court or inns of chancery, or any 
meſſuages or ſeats belonging to any offices, in re- 
gard or by reaſon that the ſame have not been 
uſually charged or aſſeſſed to the aid commonly 
called the land tax; and that the acting com- 
miſſioners of the land tax for the time being, or 


any 
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any three or more of them, at their meetings for 


the reſpective diviſions, ſhall ſign and ſeal one 
other duplicate of the copies of the reſpective aſ- 
ſeſſments, to be delivered to them by the ſeveral 
aſſeſſors after all appeals determined, and the 
fame to deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to the 
clerks of the peace for their reſpective counties, 
to be by them kept amongſt the records of the 
ſeſſions, to which all perſons may reſort at all ſea- 
ſonable times and inſpect the ſame, paying ſix- 
pence for ſuch inſpection; and the ſaid clerks of 
the peace or their deputies, are hereby required 


. forthwith to give copies of the ſaid duplicates or 


any part thereof, to any ſuch perſon or perſons 
who ſhall require the ſame, paying after the rate 
of {ix-pence for every three hundred words, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſſer number. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid twenty- 
fourth day of June, 1745, no perſon ſhall vote 
in any ſuch election without having a freehold 
eſtate in the county for which he votes, of the clear 
yearly value of forty ſhillings over and above all 
rents and charges payable out ef or in reſpect of 
the ſame, or without having been in the actual 
poſſeſſion, or in the receipt of the rents and pro- 
fits thereof for his own uſe above twelve kalendar 
months, unleſs the ſame came to him within the 
time aforeſaid, by deſcent, marriage, marriage 
ſettlement, deviſe, or promotion to any benefice 
in a church, or by promotion to an office, or 
ſhall vote in reſpect or in right of any freehold 
eſtate which was made or granted to-him fraudu- 
lently, 


r 
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lently, on purpoſe to qualify him to give his 
vote, or ſhall vote more than once at the ſame 
election, and if any perſon ſhall vote in any ſuch 
election contrary to the true intent and meaning 
hereof, he ſhall forfeit to any candidate to whom 
ſach vote ſhall not have been given, and who ſhall 
firſt ſue for the ſame, the ſum of forty pounds to be 
recovered by him or them, his or their executors 
or adminiſtrators together with full coſts of ſuit, 
by action of debt in any of his majeſty's courts 
of record at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, pro- 
tection, wager of law, privilege, or imparlance 
ſhall be admitted or allowed; and in every ſuch 


action the proof ſhall lie on ſuch perſon againſt 


whom the ſame was brought, unleſs the fact on 
which ſuch action is grounded, be the having 
polled more than once at the ſame election. 

6. And be it declared by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That no public or parliamentary tax, county, 
church, or pariſh rate, or duty, or any other 
tax, rate, or aſſeſſment whatſoever, to be aſſeſſed 
or levied upon any county, diviſion, rape, lathe, 
wapentake, ward, or hundred, is or ſhall be 
deemed or conſtrued to be any charge payable 
out of or in reſpect of any freehold eſtate within 
the meaning and intention of this act, or of the 


oath or ſolemn affirmation herein-before directed 


to be adminiſtered to, and taken by, every free- 
holder if required as aforeſaid, | 

7. And be it further cnacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid twenty- 
fourth day of June, 1745, at every ſuch election 
within that part of Great Britain cailed England, 


and 
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and domimon of Wales, the ſheriff, or in his ab- 
fence, the under ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall depute, 
ſhall appoint, make or erect, or cauſe to be ap- 
pointed, made, or erected, at the expence of the 
candidates, ſuch number of convenient booths or 


Booths u dh, places for taking the poll as the candidates or any 
exquace of the of them ſhall three days at leaſt before the com- 


mencement of the poll deſire, fo as the ſame do 
not exceed the number of rapes, lathes, wa- 
pentakes, wards, or hundreds within the faid 
Propertiencd ws county, and not exceeding in the whole the num- 
be and notex- ber of fifteen ; and ſhall affix, or cauſe to be affixed 
cceling 3. on the moſt public part of each of the ſaid booths 
or polling places the name or names of the rape, 
wapentake, lathe, ward, or hundred, or rapes, 
wapentakes, lathes, wards, or hundreds, for 
which ſuch booth or polling place is allotted or 
Theſteriffto2p- deſigned; and the ſaid ſheriff, under ſheriff, or 
A de ſuch perſon as he ſhall depute, ſhall appoint a 
candidates" en- proper Clerk or clerks at each of the ſaid booths 
EN” or polling places to take the poll (which ſaid 
clerk or clerks ſhall be at the expence of the can- 

didates, and be paid not exceeding one guinea t 

per day each clerk), and the ſaid ſheriff or under 

Lit of been, ſheriff ſhall alſo make out a liſt for each of the 3 


c. each * 
doch of eh ſaid booths or polling places reſpectively, of all 
1. Ab each. the ſeveral towns, villages, pariſhes, and hamlets, 1 

lying or being wholly or in part in the rape, wa- 
pentake, lathe, ward, or hundred, or in the ſe- 
veral rapes, wapentakes, lathes, wards, or hun- 
dred, for which ſuch booth or polling place is. al- 
lotted or deſigned ; and ſhall, upon requeſt made, 
deliver a true copy thereof to any of the candi- J 

2" dates, f 
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dates, or their agents, who ſhall deſire the ſame, 
taking for each of the ſaid copies the ſum of two 
ſhillings and no more. 

8. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That no ſheriff, under-ſheriff, or 
clerk, appointed to take the poll at any of the 
faid booths or polling places, ſhall admit any per- 
ſon to vote for any lands, tenements, or other 
freehold eſtate, ſworn by the ſaid oath to be 
lying and being at ſome pariſh, town, or place, 


or pariſhes, towns, or places, which pariſh, 


town, or place, or pariſhes, towns, or places, or 


any of them, or any part of them, is not or are 


not mentioned in the liſt ſo made out for ſuch 
booths or polling places as aforeſaid, unleſs ſuch 
lands, tenements, or eſtate lie or be in ſome 
town, liberty, or place not mentioned in any of 
the liſts ſo made out for all the ſaid booths or 
polling places as aforeſaid. 

9. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That the ſheriff, or in his abſence 


the under-ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall depute, 
ſhall at every ſuch election allow a cheque book 
for every poll book for each candidate, to be 
kept by their reſpective inſpectors at every place 


where the poll for ſuch election ſhall be taken or 


carried on. 

10. © And whereas by an a& made in the 
7th and 8th years of the reign of king William 
the Third, intituled, An act for further regulat- 
ing elections of members to ſerve in parliament, 
and for the preventing irregular proceedings of 


ſheriffs and other officers in the electing and re- 


K turning 
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turning ſuch members, it is enacted, - That upon 
every election to be made of any knight or 
knights of the ſhire, the ſheriff of the county 
where ſuch election ſhall be made, ſhall proceed 
to election at the next county court, unleſs the 
ſame fall out to be held within ſix days after the 
receipt of the writ, or upon the ſame day, and 
then ſhall adjourn the ſame court to ſome con- 
venient day, giving ten days notice of the time 
and place of election; And whereas ſheriffs have 
frequently in ſuch caſes, where the county court 
fell out to be held within ſix days after the receipt 
of the writ, or upon the ſame day, made long ad- 
journments of the ſame in order to delay proceed- 
ing to election: For remedy thereof for the 
future, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That from and after the ſaid twenty-fourth day of 
June, no ſheriff ſhall in ſuch caſe take upon him- 
ſelf to adjourn ſuch court for longer than ſixteen 
No ſheriff to ad- 
journ 4 county days, any law, uſage, or cuſtom, to the con- 
„ trary notwithſtanding. 
11. And whereas by an act made in the 
Clauſe of 6 Geo. Gth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, in- 
2, © 23 Ie , d [ 
pealed. tituled, An act to explain and amend an act 
made in the 7th and 8th years of the reign of king 
William the third, intituled, An act for the fur- 
ther regulating elections of members to ſerve in 
parliament, and for the preventing irregular pro- 
ceedings of ſheriffs, and other officers, in the 
electing and returning ſuch members, fo far as 
the ſame relates to hulding of county courts, it 
is, among other things, enacted, That no county 
court whatſoever held within that part of Great 
| Britain 
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Britain called England, ſhall be adjourned to a 
Monday, a Friday, or Saturday; and that all 
and every ſuch adjournment and adjouraments, 
and all and every act and deed done or performed 
at ſuch courts ſo adjourned, ſhall be deemed, ad- 
judged, and taken to be utterly null and void to 
all intents and purpoſes whatſoever; and whereas 
the ſame hath been found inconvenient: Be it 
therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid twenty-fourth day of June, 
ſo much of the ſaid act, as is herein- before re- 
cited, ſhall be, and is hereby repealed. 
12. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That in cafe. any ſuch ſheriff or 
under-ſheriff, who ſhall preſide at any election of 
any ſuch knight or knights of the ſhire within that 
part of Great Britain called England, or the do- 
minion of Wales, ſhall wilfully offend againſt or 
act contrary to the true. intent and meaning of 
this act, every ſuch ſheriff or under-ſheriff ſhall $heris, ac. of- 
be liable to be proſecuted by information or in- — * 
dictment in his majeſty's court of king's bench at 
Weſtminſter, or in the courts of great ſeſſions in the 
principality of Wales, or at the ſeſſions held for 
the counties palatine of Cheſter, Lancaſter, and 
Durham, or at the aſſizes for the county, city, 
town, or place where ſuch offence ſhall be com- xe Nr poegui, 
mitted, in which no Noli proſequi, or Ciſet proceſſus, a je e. 
ſhall be granted; any law, cuſtom, or uſage to the 
contrary thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 
13. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be ſuffici- The manner o 
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by this act, to ſet forth in the declaration or bill 
that the defendant is indebted to him in the ſum 
of and to alledge the particular offence 
for which the action or ſuit is brought, and that 
the defendant hath acted contrary to this act, 
without mentioning the writ of ſummons to par- 
liament, or the return thereof; and it ſhall be 
ſufficient in any indictment or information for any 
offence committed contrary to this act, to alledge 
the particular offence charged upon the defen- 


dant; and that the defendant is guilty there- 


of, without mentioning the writ of ſummons to 
parliament, or the return thereof; and upon trial 
of any iſſue in ſuch action, ſuit, indictment, or 
information, the plaintiff, proſecutor, or in- 
former, ſhall not be obliged to prove the writ of 
ſummons to parliament, or the return thereof, or 
any warrant or authority to the ſheriff, grounded 
upon any ſuch writ of ſummons. 

14. Provided always, That every action, ſuit, 
indictment, or information given by this act, ſhall 
be commenced within the ſpace of nine kalendar 
months, after the fact upon which the ſame is 
grounded ſhall have been committed. 

15. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That all the ſtatutes of jeofails and 
amendments of law whatſoever, ſhall and may 
be conſtrued to extend to all proceedings in any 
action, ſuit, indictment, or information given or 
allowed by this act, or which ſhall be brought | in 
purſuance thereof, 

16. Provided always, and be it * enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe the plain- 

tiff 
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tiff or informer in any action, ſuit, indictment, 
or information given by this act, ſhall diſcon- 
tinue the ſame or be nonſuited, or judge ment be 
otherwiſe given againſt him; then, and in any of 
the ſaid caſes the defendant againſt whom ſuch 
action, ſuit, or information ſhall have been 
brought, ſhall recover his treble coſts. 


A. D. 1745. 


— — — - —— 


AN NO 19˙ GEORGII II. CAP. 28. 


An A for the better regulating of Elections of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch Cities and 
Towns, in that Part of Great Britain called 
England, as are Counties of themſelves. 


© WHEREAS by an a& made and 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, 
An act to explain and amend the laws touching 
the elections of knights of the ſhire to ſerve in 
parliament for that part of Great Britain called 
England, ſeveral good proviſions were enacted 
for the better regulating the ſaid elections; and 
whereas it is reaſonable, that like proviſions 
ſhould be made for the due election of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament for ſuch cities and 
towns in that part of Great Britaia called En- 
gland as are counties of themſelves, and in which 
perſons have a right to vote for electing ſuch 
members for and in reſpect of frechold lands, tene- 
ments, or hereditaments, of the yearly value of 
forty ſhillings:* Therefore, be it enacted by the 
K 3 king's 


Treble coſts, 


13 Geo. 2. c. 18. 


— — 


— 


— — — pou — — — — 
— — 2 — 11 
- — — —— — , a, cs - — — — 
— — — K — —— Ie — - 
- _ _ — 


— — — 


- 
——-4, 
— — — — 
— — 
oe 3 py 
— — 


* 


U 
| 
} : 
7 # 
. 
U 
U 1 . 
[ h | 
" ' 
| 4 
} ' 
1 
: \ 
; 
. : : - 
| | 
ly | 15 
| 4 
| 1 
7 71 
| i 
' 
4 j 
i : 
J 
: 
1 


Perſons demand - 
ing to vote for 
election of mem- 
bers, if required, 
to take the oath 
following, : &c. 


The oath, 


19 GEORGII IT. CAP, 28. 


king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent parliament aſ- 
ſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
from and after the twenty-fourth day of June, 
1746, every perſon, demanding to vote for the 
election of any member to ſerve in parliament 
forſuch city or town being a county of itſelf, in that 
part of Great Britain called England, for and in 
reſpect of any freehold eſtate of forty ſhillings a 
year, ſhall, before he is admitted to poll at the 
ſaid election (if required by the candidates or any 
of them, or any perſon having a right to yote at 
the ſaid election), firſt take the oath (or being a 
Quaker, the ſolemn affirmation) following, viz. 

© You ſhall ſwear (or being a Quaker, you ſhall 
ſolemnly affirm), That you have a freehold eſtate, 
conſiſting of (ſpecifying the nature of ſuch free- 
hold eſtate, whether meſſuage, land, rent, tythe, 
or what elſe; and if ſuch freehold eſtate conſiſts in 
meſſuages, lands, or tythes, then ſpecifying in 
whoſe occupation the fame are; and if rent, then 
ſpecifying the names of the owners, or poſſeſſors 
of the lands or tenements, out of which ſuch rent 
is iſſuing, or ſome or one of them), lying or being 
in the city and county, ortown and county (as the 
caſe may be) of bol theclearyearlyvalue 
of forty ſhillings over and above all rents and charges 


payable out of, or in reſpect of the ſame; and that 


you have been in the actual poſſeſſion or receipt 
of the rents and profits thereof for your own uſe, 
above twelve kalendar months; or that the ſame 
came to you within the time aforeſaid by deſcent, 

| marriage, 
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marriage, marriage, ſettlement, deviſe or promo- 
tion to a benefice in a church, or by promotion to 
an office; and that ſuch freehold eſtate has not 
been granted or made to you fraudulently on pur- 
pole to qualify you to give your vote; and that 
the place of your abode 1s at 
in and that you are twenty-one 
years of age, as you believe, and that you haye 
not been polled before at this election. 

Which oath (or ſolemn affirmation) the ſhenff 
'or ſheriffs, by him or themſelves, or his or their 
under-ſheriff or under-ſheriffs, or ſuch ſworn 


clerk or clerks as ſhall be by him or them ap- 


pointed for the taking of the poll is and are here- 
by required to adminiſter; and 1n caſe any free- 
holder or other perſon, taking the ſaid oath or 
affirmation hereby appointed, ſhall thereby com- 
mit wilful perjury, and be thereof convicted; 
and if any perſon do unlawfully and corruptly 
procure or ſuborn any freeholder or other perfon 
to take the ſaid oath or affirmation in order to be 
polled, whereby he ſhall commit ſuch wilful per- 
Jury and ſhall be thereof convicted, he and they 
for every ſuch offence ſhall incur ſuch pains and 
penalties as are in and by two acts of parliament, 
(the one made in the 5th year of the reign of the 
late queen Elizabeth, intituled, An act for pu- 
niſhment of ſuch perſons as ſhall procure or cc m- 
mit wilful perjury; the other made in the ad 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
An act for the more effectual preventing and 


further puniſhment of forgery, perjury, ſuborna- 


tion of perjury, and to make it felony to ſteal 
* 4 bonds, 


The oath, Ses. 
by whom to be 
adminiſtered, 


Wilful perjury 
and ſubornation 
to be puniſhed as 
by, 


5 Elis. c. 9. 


And 2 Geo, 2. 
Ce. 25. 
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10 Annæ, c. 23. 


12 Ann. ſt. 1. 
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bonds, notes, and other ſecurities for payment of 
money; ) directed to be inflicted for offences com- 
mitted contrary to the ſaid acts. 

2. © And whereas by an act made in the 1oth 
year of the reign of Queen Anne, intituled, An 
act for the more effectual preventing fraudu- 
lent conveyances in order to multiply votes for 
electing knights of ſhires to ſerve in parliament, 
it was enacted, That no perſon ſhould vote for 
the electing a knight of the ſhire within that part 
of Great Britain called England, in reſpect or in 
right of any lands or tenements which had not been 
charged or aſſeſſed to the public taxes, church rates, 
and pariſh duties in ſuch proportion as other lands 
or tenements of forty ſhillings per annum within the 
ſame pariſh or townſhip where the ſame ſhould lie 
or had been uſually charged ; And whereas by an 
act of parliament made in the 1 ath year of the 
reign of her ſaid late majeſty queen Anne for ex- 
plaining the ſaid recited clauſe, it is enacted, that 
the ſaid act, or any thing therein contained ſhall 
not extend, or be conſtrued to reſtrain any per- 
ſon from voting in ſuch election of any knight of 
a ſhire within that part of Great Britain called 
England, in reſpect or in right of any rents, 
tithes, or other incorporeal inheritances, or any 
meſſuages or lands in extra-parochial places, or 
any chambers in the inns of court, or inns of 
chancery, or any meſſuages or ſcats belonging to 
any offices, in regard or by reaſon that the 
ſame have not been uſually charged or aſſeſſed to 
all or any the public taxes, church rates, and 
pariſh duties aforeſaid, or in reſpect or right of 

any 
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any other meſſuages or lands not therein before 
ſpecified in regard or by reaſon that the fame 
have not been uſually charged or aſſeſſed to all 
and every the public taxes, church rates, and 
pariſh duties aforeſaid, provided that ſuch meſ- 
ſuages or lands have uſually been charged or aſſeſſed 
to ſome one or more of the ſaid public taxes, rates, 
or duties, in ſuch proportion as other meſſuages or 
lands of forty ſhillings per annum, in the ſame pariſh 
or townſhip where the ſame ſhall lie or be, are 
uſually charged to the ſame; which ſaid proviſions 
are recited in an act of parliament made in the 
13th year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, in- 
tituled, An act for the more effectually prevent- 


ing fraudulent qualifications of perſons to vote as 


freeholders in the election of members to ſerve in 
parhament for ſuch cities and towns as are coun- 
ties of themſelves, in that part of Great Britain 
called England; and are therein enacted to ex- 
tend and to be conſtrued to extend to ſuch lands 
or tenements for or in reſpect of which any perſon 
ſhall vote for the election of any member to ſerve 
in parhament for any ſuch city or town as afore- 
ſaid, being a county of itſelf in that part of Great 
Britain called England; And whereas by an act 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of this preſent parliament, 
it is enacted, That ſo much of the faid recited 
acts of the 1oth and 12th years of the reign of 
the late queen Anne, as diſables any perſon 
to vote for knights of ſhires in reſpect or in 
right of any lands or tenements which have not 
been charged or aſſeſſed as therein mentioned, 
ſhall be and is repealed:“ Be it enacted by the 

2 authority 
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13 Geo. 2. c. 20. 


18 Geo. 2. c. 18. 
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authority aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid re- 
cited act of the 1.3th year of the reign of his preſent 
majeſty as extends the ſaid proviſions to ſuch cities 
and towns that are counties of themſelves as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall alſo from and after the ſaid twenty- fourth 

day of June, 1746, be and it is hereby repealed. 
3. Provided always that from and atter the 
ſaid twenty-fourth day of June, 1746, no perſon 
ſhall vote for the electing a member or members 
to ſerve in parliament for ſuch city or town, being 
a county of itſelf as aforeſaid, within that part of 
Great Britain called England, in reſpect or in right 
of any freehold, meſſuages, lands, or tenements, 
of the yearly value of forty ſhillings as aforeſaid, 
which have not been charged or aſſeſſed towards 
ſome aid granted or hereafter to be granted to his 
majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors by a land tax in 
Great Britain, twelve kalendar months next 
before ſuch election. Provided, that nothing 
herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 
reſtrain any perſon from voting in any ſuch elec- 
tion for cities and towns as are counties of them- 
ſelves as aforeſaid, in reſpect or in right of any 
rents, or any meſſuages or ſeats belonging to any 
offices in regard or by reaſon that the ſame have 
not been uſually charged or aſſeſſed to the aid 
commonly called the land tax; and the acting 
commiſſioners of the land tax for the time being, 
or any three or more of them at their meetings, 
ſhall ſign and ſeal one other duplicate of the copies 
of the aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, to be delivered 
to them by the aſſeſſors after all appeals deter- 
mined, and the ſame ſhall deliver, or cauſe to he 
delivered 
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delivered to the perſons officiating as clerks of 
the peace within the diſtricts of the ſaid cities and 
towns, being counties of themſelves as aforeſaid 
reſpectively, to be by them kept amongſt the re- 
cords of the ſeſſions, to which all perſons may 
reſort at all ſeaſonable times, and inſpect the 
ſame, paying ſix- pence for ſuch inſpection; and 
the ſaid perſons officiating as clerks of the peace 
or their deputies, are hereby required forthwith 
to give copies of the ſaid duplicates, or any part 
thereof, to any perſon or perſons who ſhall require 
the ſame, paying after the rate of ſix-pence for 
every three hundred words, and ſo in proportion 
for any greater or leſs number. 

4. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That from and after the ſaid 
twenty-fourth day cf June, 1746, no perſon ſhall 
vote in ſuch election of a member or members 
to ſerve in parliament for any city or town, be- 
ing a county of itſclf, and in which perſons have 
a right to vote for ſuch members, for and in re- 
ſpect of lands, tenements, or hereditaments of 
the yearly value of forty ſhillings, unleſs ſuch 
perſons ſhall have a frechold eſtate in the city and 
county, or town and county, for which he votes, 
of the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, over 
and above all rents and charges payable out of or 


in reſpect of the fame, and ſhall have been in 


the actual poſſeſſion or in receipt of the rents 


and profits thereof for his own uſe above twelve 
kalendar months, except the ſame came to him 


within the time aforeſaid, by deſcent, marriage, 


1arriage ſettlement, deviſe, or promotion to any 
benefice 
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benefice in a church, or by promotion to an office; 
and no peiſon ſhall vote in reſpect or in right of 
any freehold eſtate which was made or granted to 
him fraudulently, on purpoſe to qualify him to 
give his vote, or ſhall vote more than once at 
the ſame election; and if any perſon ſhall vote in 
any ſuch election contrary to the true intent and 
meaning hereof, he ſhall forfeit to any candidate 
for whom ſuch vote ſhall not have been given, 


and who ſhall fiſt ſue for the ſame, the ſum of 


forty pounds, to be recovered by him or them, 


his or their executors or adminiſtrators, together 


with full coſts of ſuit, by action of debt in any of 
his majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, 
wherein no eſſoin, protection, wager of law, pri- 


vilege, or imparlance ſhall be admitted or al- 


lowed; and in every ſuch action the proof ſhall 
lie on ſuch perſon againſt whom the ſame was 
brought, unleſs the fact, on which ſuch action is 


grounded, be the having polled more than once 
at the ſame election. 


5. And be it declared. by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That no public or parliamentary tax, church 
or pariſh rate or duty, or any other tax, rate, 
or aſſeſſment whatſoever, to be aſſeſſed or lo- 
vied within ſuch cities or towns, being counties 
of themſelves as aforeſaid, is or ſhall be deemed 
or conſtrued to be any charge payable out of or 
ia reſpect of any frechold eſtate, within the mean- 
ing and intention of this act, or of the oath or 
ſolemn affirmation herein-before directed to be 
adminiſtered to, and taken by, every freeholder, it 


6. And 


% 
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6. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That the ſheriff or ſneriffs of ane b 
any city or town, being a county of itſelf in that for every pa 
part of Great Britain called England, or in his 
or their abſence, his or their under-ſheriff or 
under-ſheriffs, or ſuch other perſon as he or they 
ſhall depute, ſhall, at every election of any mem- 
ber or members to ſerve in parliament for ſuch 
eity or town, allow a cheque book far every pol} 
book for each candidate, to be kept by their re- 
ſpective inſpectors, at the place where the poll 
for ſuch election ſhall be taken or carried on. 
7. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid — _ 
twenty-fourth day of June, 1746, the ſheriff or &. : 
ſheriffs of every city or town being a county of 
itſelf, and having a right to ele& a member or 
members of parliament by virtue of the wris 
iſſuing out of chancery, without any precept 
thereupon, within that part of Great Britain called 
England, ſhall forthwith, upon the receipt of the 
writ for election of a member or members to ſerve 
in parliament for ſuch city or town, cauſe public 4 d procees 
notice to be given of the time and place of elec- * e wit 


in 8 days after 
tion, and ſhall proceed to election thereupon _— of the 
within the ſpace of eight days next after that of 
his receipt of the ſaid writ, and give three days 
notice thereof at leaſt, excluſive of the day of the 
receipt of the writ, and of the day. of election. 

8. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
nty aforcſaid, That in caſe any ſheriff or under- g, nl. 
ſheriff preſiding at any election of a member or ins, 
members to ſerve in parliament for any ſuch ciry 
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or town, being a county of itſelf as aforeſaid, 
within that part of Great Britain called England, 
ſhall wilfully offend againſt or act contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, every ſuch 
ſheriff or under-ſheriff ſhall be liable to be proſe- 
cuted by information or indictment in his ma- 
jeſty's court of king's bench at Weſtminſter, or 
at the aſſizes for the city or town where ſuch of- 
fence ſhall be committed, in which no Noli pro- 
ſequi or Ceſſet proceſſus ſhall be granted; any law, 
cuſtom, or uſage to the contrary thereof in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. 

9. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


_ rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be ſufficient 


Plaintiffs how to 
prucced, 


for the plaintiff in any action of debt given by this 
act, to ſet forth in the declaration or bill, that the 
defendant is indebted to him in the ſum of 

and to alledge the particular offence for which 
the action or ſuit is brought, and that the de- 
fendant hath acted contrary to this act, without 
mentioning the writ of ſummons to parliament, 
or the return thereof; and it ſhall be ſufficient in 
any indictment or information for any offence 
committed contrary to this act to alledge the par- 
ticular offence charged upon the defendant, and 
that the defendant is guilty thereof, without men- 
tioning the writ of ſummons to parliament, or 
the return thereof; and upon trial of any 
iſſue in any ſuch action, ſuit, indictment, or 
information, the plaintiff, proſecutor, or in- 
former, ſhall not be obliged to prove the writ of 
ſummons to parliament or the rcturn thereof, or 


3 any 


_— .. 
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any warrant or authority to the ſheriff or ſheriffs 
grounded upon any ſuch writ of ſummons. 

10. Provided always, That every action, ſuit, 
indictment, or information, given by this act, 
ſhall be commenced within the ſpace of nine ka- 
lendar months after the fact upon which the ſame 
is grounded ſhall have been committed. 

11. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That all the ſtatutes of jeofails 
and amendments of the law whatſoever, ſhall 
and may be conſtrued to extend to all proceed- 
ings in any action, ſuit, indictment, or informa- 
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tion given or allowed by this act, or which ſhall 


be brought in purſuance thereof. 

12. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe 
the plaintiff or informer in any action, ſuit, in- 
dictment, or information given by this act, ſhall 
diſcontinue the tame or be nonſuited, or judge- 
ment be otherwiſe given againſt him, then and in 
any of the faid caſes, the defendant againſt whom 
ſuch action, ſuit, or information ſhall have been 
brought, ſhall recover his treble coſts. 

13. Provided always, and be it enacted by 
the authority aforefaid, That this act, or any 
thing therein contained (other than, and except 
ſuch clauſes and proviſions as are by this act made 
for or concerning allowing cheque books, or for or 
concerning notice to be given of the time andplace 
of election, and proceeding to election thereupon) 
ſhall not extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 
any City or town, being a county of itſelf or to 
any perſon or perſons, where the right of voting 

| fe 
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for any member or members of any ſuch city or 
town is, for or in reſpect of burgage tenure, or 
where the right of voting for ſuch member or 
members for or in reſpect of a freehold, does not 
require the ſame to be of the yearly value of forty 
ſhillings. 

A. D. 1746. 
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An Ad for further explaining the Laws touching the 
Elefters of Knights .of the Shire to ſerve in Par- 
 liament for that Part of Great Britain called 
England. 


WHEREAS by an a& made, in the 
18th year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, 
intituled, An act to explain and amend the laws 
touching the elections of knights of the ſhire, to 
ſerve in parliament for that part of Great Britain 
called England,” it is enacted, That no perſon 
ſhall vote at the clection of any knight or knights 
of a ſhire, within that part of Great Britain call- 
ed England, or principality of Wales, without 
having a freehold eſtate in the county for which 
he votes, of the clear yearly value of forty ſhil- 
lings, over and above all rents and charges pay- 
able out of or in reſpect of the fame; and 
whereas, notwithſtanding the ſaid act, certain 
perions who hold their eſtates by copy of court 
roll pretend to have a right to vote and have, 
at certain times, taken upon them to vote at ſuch 

elections; 
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elections: Be it therefore enacted by the king's 
moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal 
and commons in this preſent parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, That from 
and after the twenty- fourth day of June, 1758, 
no perſon who holds his eſtate by copy of court 
roll ſhall be entitled thereby to vote at the elec- 
tion of any knight or knights of a ſhire, within 


that part of Great Britain called England, or 
principality of Wales; and if any perſon ſhall 


vote in any ſuch ele tion, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning hereof, every ſuch vote ſhall 
be void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; 
and every perſon ſo voting ſhall forfeit to any 
candidate for whom ſuch vote ſhall not have been 
given, and who ſhall firſt ſue for the ſame, the ſum 
of fifty pounds; to be recovered by him or them, 


his, her, or their executors and adminiſtrators, 


together with full coſts of ſuit, by action of debt in 
any of his majeſty's courts of record at Weſtmin- 
ſter, wherein no eſſoin, protection, wager of law; 


privilege, or imparlance, ſhall be admitted or 


allowed; and in every ſuch action the proof ſhall 


lie on the perſon againſt whom ſuch action ſhall 
be brought. 


2. And be it further enacted by the authority 


aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be ſufficient for 
the plaintiff in any ſuch action of debt to ſet forth 
in the declaration or bill, that the defendant is 
indebted to him in the ſum of fifty pounds and to 
alledge the offence for which the action or ſuit is 
brought, and that the defendant hath acted con- 
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trary to this act, without mentioning the writ of 
ſummons to parliament, or the return theteof 
and upon trial of any iſſue in any ſuch action or 


ſuit, the plaintiff ſhall not be obliged to prove 


the writ of ſummons to parliament or the return 
thereof, or any warrant or authority to the ſheriff 
grounded upon any ſuch writ of ſummons. | 

3. Provided always, That every ſuch action or 
ſuit ſhall be commenced within the ſpace of nine 
kalendar months next after the fa&t, upon which 
the ſame is grounded, ſhall have been committed. 

4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That all the ſtatutes of jeofails, and 
amendments of the law whatſoever, ſhall and 


may be conſtrued to extend to all proceedings in 


in any ſuch action or ſuit. | 

5. Provided always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe the plain- 
tiff in any ſuch action or ſuit ſhall diſcontinue the 
ſame, or be nonſuited, or judgement be otherwiſe 
given againſt him; then, and in any of the ſaid 
caſes, the defendant, againſt whom ſuch action 
or ſuit ſhall have been * ſhall recover his 
treble coſts. 


A. D. 1757. 


AN NO 337 GEORGII II. CAP. 20. 


An AF to enforce and render more effeftual the Laws 
relating to the Qualification of Members to fit in 
the Ficuſe of Commons. 


VW HEREAS by an act paſſed in the gth 


car of the reign of her late majeſty queen Anne, 


intituled, 
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intituled, © An a& for ſecuring the freedom of 
parliaments, by the farther qualifying the members 
to fit in the houſe of commons,” it was enacted, 


That no perſon ſhould be capable to fit or vote, 


as a member of the houſe of commons, for any 
county, city, borough, or cinque port, within 
that part of Great Britain, called England, the 
dominion of Wales, and town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, who ſhould not have an eſtate, freehold 
or copyhold, for his own life, or for ſome greater 
eſtate, either in law or equity, to and for his own 
uſe and benefit, of or in lands, tenements, or he- 
reditaments, over and above what would ſatisfy 
and clear all incumbrances that might affe& the 
ſame, lying or being within that part of Great 
Britain called England, the dominion of Wales, 
and town of Berwick upon Tweed, of the reſpec- 
tive annual value therein limited; viz. the annual 
value of ſix hundred pounds, above reprizes, for 
every knight of a ſhire; and the annual value of 
three hundred pounds, above reprizes, for every 
citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the cinque ports : 
Now, in order to enforce and render the ſaid act 
more effectual, be it enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeity, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, that from and 
after the determination of this preſent parliament, 
every perſon, except as is herein-after excepted, 
who ſhall be elected a member of the houſe of 
commons, ſhall, before he preſumes to vote in 


the houſe of commons, or fit there during any 
L 2 debate 
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All members in 
future parlia- 
ments (not par- 
tic ularly except - 
ed), before they 
act, are to de- 
liver in at the 
table, while the 
houſe is fitting, 
2 ſigned ſchedule 
of their reſpec- 
tive qualifica- 
tions. 
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debate in the ſaid houſe of commons after their 
Wl ſpeaker is choſen, produce and deliver in to the 
clerk of the ſaid houſe, at the table in the middle 
of the ſaid houſe, and whilſt the houſe of com- 
mons 15 there duly fitting, with their ſpeaker in 
if the chair of the ſaid houſe, a paper or account, 
if ſigned by every ſuch member, containing the 
|| | name or names of the pariſh, townſhip, or pre- 
cinct, or of the ſeveral pariſhes, townſhips, or 
precincts, and alſo of the county, or of the ſe- 
: veral counties, in which the lands, tenements, or 
i hereditaments, do lie, whereby he makes out his 
i qualification, declaring the fame to be of the 
| annual value of fix hundred pounds above re- 
[ prizes, if a knight of the ſhire ; and of the an- 
nual value of 'three hundred pounds, above re- 
prizes, if a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the 
x and take and Cinque ports; and ſhall alſo, at the ſame time, 
| Lata ob, take and ſubſcribe the following oath ; viz. 
bi * I, A. B. do ſwear, That I truly and bona fide 
have ſuch an eſtate in law or equity, and of ſuch 
| value, to and for my own uſe and benefit, of or 
in lands, tenements, or hereditaments, over and 
above what will fatisfy and clear all incumbrances 
j | that may affect the ſame, as doth qualify me to 
. be elected and returned to ſerve as a member for 
| the place I am returned for, according to the 
tenor and true meaning of the acts of parliament 
4 in that behalf; and. that ſuch lands, tenements, 
* | or hereditaments, do lie as deſcribed in the paper 
bl - or account ſigned by me, and now delivered to 
| | the clerk of the houſe of commons. 
So help me God.” 
And 
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And the ſaid houſe of commons is hereby im- which is to be 


adminiſtered by 


powered and required to adminiſter the ſaid oath the bouſe, and 


and ſubſcription, according to the directions of mage hy 11 
this act, as occaſion ſhall be, from time to time, ache cen, 1 
to every perſon duly demanding the ſame, im- | 4 
mediately after ſuch perſon ſhall have taken the 11 
oaths of allegiance, ſupremacy, and abjuration, | 14 
at the ſaid table: and the ſaid oath and ſubſcrip- I | 
tion herein-before directed to be taken and 177 
made, ſhall be entered in a parchment roll, to 1 
be provided for that purpoſe by the clerk of the 1 
houſe of commons; and the ſaid papers or ac- 117 
counts, fo ſigned and delivered in to the faid „de meautes 
clerk - as aforeſaid, ſhall be filed and carefully *2 be filed, | | 
kept by him. 1 ; 
2. And be it further enacted by the authority 11 
aforeſaid, That if any pei ſon, who ſhall be elected —— 
to ſerve in any future parliament as a knight of a preſuming to ac. 
ſhire, or as a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the des 
cinque ports, ſhall preſume to ſit or vote as afore- 
ſaid as a member of the houſe of commons, be- 
fore he has delivered in fuch paper or account, 
and taken and ſubſcribed ſuch oath as aforeſaid, 
or ſhall not be qualified according to the true in- , cv being 
tent and meaning of the ſaid recited act, and of July qualified, 
this act; his election ſhall be and is hereby de- void, and a new 
clared to be void, and a new writ ſhall be iſed“ et 
to elect another member in the ſaid perſon's 
room. 
3. Provided always, That nk in this act perfon-excepted ; 
contained, ſhall extend to the eldeſt fon or heir- t o the gene- i 
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ral qual ſica- 


apparent of any peer or lord of parliament, or of don. 


any 12 qualified to ſerve as a knight of a | 
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None to vote as 


freemen, at e- 
lections of mem- 
bers, but ſuch 
as have been 
admitted to their 
freedom twelve 
months before 
fuch election. 
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ſhire, or to the members for either of the uni- 
verſities in that part of Great Britain called Eng- 
land, or to the members for that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. 


4. b. 1759. 
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An Af to prevent occaſional Freemen from voting at 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament for 
Cities and Boroughs. 


WHEREAS great abuſes have been 
committed in making freemen of corporations, 
in order to influence elections of members to 
ſerve in parliament, to the great infringement of 
the rights of freemen of ſuch corporations, and of 
the freedom of elections; to prevent ſuch prac- 
tices for the future, be it enacted by the king's 
moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal 
and commons in parliament aſſembled, and by 
authority of the ſame, That from and after the 
firſt day of May, 1763, no perſon whatſoever 
claiming as a freeman to vote at any election of 
membe:s to ſerve in parliament for any city, 
town, port, or borough in England, Wales, and 
the town of Berwick upon Tweed, where ſuch 
voter's right of voting is as a freeman only, ſhall 
be admitted to give his vote at ſuch election, 
unleſs ſuch perſon ſhall have been admitted to the 
freedom of ſuch city, town, port, or borough, 

2 „ 
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twelve kalendar months before the firſt day of 
ſuch election; and if any perſon ſhall preſume to 
give his vote as a freeman at any election of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, he ſhall, for every 
ſuch offence, forfeit and pay the ſum of one hun- 
dred pounds to him, her, or them, who ſhall 
inform and ſue for the ſame; and the vote given 
by ſuch perſon ſhall be void and of no effect. 

2. Provided always, That nothing herein con- 


tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, 


to any perſon entitled to his freedom by birth, 
marriage, or ſervitude, according to the cuſtom 
or uſage of ſuch city, town, port, ox borough. 

3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town 
clerk, or other officer of any corporation, or 
other perſon whatſoever, ſhall wilfully and frau- 
dulently antedate, or cauſe to be antedated, any 
admiſſion of any freeman, ſuch mayor, bailiff, 
ſheriff, town clerk, officet, or other perſon, ſhall, 
for every ſuch offence, forfeit and pay the ſum 
of five hundred pounds to him, her, or them, who 
ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame. 

4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town 
clerk, or other officer of any corporation, hav- 
ing the cuſtody of, or power over, the records 
of the ſame, ſhall, upon the demand of any 
candidate, or his agent, or any two freemen, on 
the payment of one ſhilling, permit ſuch candidate, 
agent, or freemen, betweenthe hours of nine in the 
morning and three in the afternoon, at any time 


before, 


L 4 


Perſons entitled 
to their freedom, 
by birth, marri- 
age, or ſervitude, 
excepted, 


Penalty of ante- 
dating the ad- 
miſſion of any 
freeman, 500l. 


The books and 
papers of admiſ- 
fion of freemen 
to be open to in- 
ſpectlon, upon 
demand of a can- 


didate, his agent, 


or two freemen, 
upon payment of 
15. 
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And copies and 
99 of the 
admi ſſion to be 
given, paying 
reaſonably for 
writingtheſame 


And the books, 

Sc. to be pro- 

duced, if de- 

manded, at every 
on, 
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The penalties 
may be reco- 
vered with full 
coſts of ſuit ; 
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before, and within one month after, any ſuch 
election as aforeſaid, to inſpect the books and 
papers wherein the admiſſion of freemen ſhall be 
entered; and to have copies or minutes of the 
admiſſion of ſo many freemen as ſuch candidate, 
agent, or freemen, ſhall think fit, upon paying 
to ſuch mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town clerk, or 
other officer, a reaſonable charge for writing the 
ſame ; and ſuch books and papers ſhall, if de- 
manded by ſuch candidate, agent, or freemen, 
be produced by ſuch mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town 
clerk, or other officer, at every election, and be 
referred to, in caſe any diſpute ſhall ariſe touch- 
ing the right of any perſon to give his vote there- 
at; and if ſuch mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town 
clerk, or other officer, ſhall refuſe or deny ſuch 
candidate, agent, or freemen, the inſpection of 
ſuch books and papers, or to have copies or mi- 
nutes thereof, or ſhall refuſe or neglect to pro- 
duce ſuch books and papers at any election, if 
demanded and paid for in the manner herein- be- 
fore ſet forth, ſuch mayor, bailiff, ſheriff, town 
clerk, or other officer, ſhall, for every ſuch of- 
fence, forfeit and pay the ſum of one hundred 
pounds to him, her, or them, who ſhall inform 
and ſue for the ſame. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That all forfeitures or penalties laid or 
impoſed by this act, ſhall be recovered, with full 
coſts of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or 
information, in any of his majeſty's courts of 
record at Weſtminſter ; wherein no eſſoin, pro- 

| 3 rection, 
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tection, wager of law, or more than one impar- 
lance ſhall be allowed. 

6. Provided always, and it is hereby further 
enacted and declared, by the authority aforeſaid, 
That no perſon ſhall be liable to any forfeiture or 
penalty by this act laid or impoſed, unleſs pro- 
ſecution be commenced within one year after 
ſuch forfeiture or penalty ſhall be incurred. 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the returning officer ſhall read, 
or cauſe to be read, openly, this act, at the time 
of election of members to ſerve in parliament 
for cities, towns, ports, or boroughs, where the 
right of election is in the whole, or in part, in 
freemen as aforeſaid, immediately after the read- 
ing of the act paſſed in the 2d year of his 
late majeſty's reign, intituled, An act for the 
more effectual preventing bribery and corruption 
in the elections of members to ſerve in par- 
liament. 

8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That nothing in this act ſhall extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend, to the cities of Lu- 
dien or Norwich, 

A, D. 1762. 
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ANNO 3 GEORGII III. CAP, 24. 


An A to prevent fraudulent and occaſional Votes in 
the Elections of Knights of the Shire, and of 
Members for Cities and Towns which are Counties 
of themſelves, ſo far as relates to the Right of 
Voting by virtue of Annuity or Rent Charge. 


WHEREAS annuities or rent charges 
oranted for a life or lives, or a greater eſtate, iſ- 
ſuing out of freehold lands or tenements, are of a 


private nature, and therefore hable to frau- 
dulent practices in the elections of knights of 


| ſhires, to the prejudice of the candidates, and of 


thoſe who have juſt right to vote at ſuch elections; 
and whereas the right of election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for ſeveral cities and towns 
which are counties of themſelves, in that part of 
Great Britain called England, is veſted partly, or 
in the whole, in freeholders, in reſpect of free- 
holds of the yearly value of forty ſhillings, lying 
within ſuch cities and towns; and whereas an- 
nuities and rent charges for a life or lives, or a 
greater eſtate, iſſuing out of ſuch freehold lands 
or tenements, are hable to the like fraudulent 


practices: For remedy whereof, be it enacted by 


the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 

| That 
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That from and after the firſtday of Auguſt, 1764, 
no perſon ſhall vote for electing any knight or 
knights of a ſhire, citizen or citizens, burgeſs or 
burgeſſes, of any ſuch city or town for that part 
of Great Britain called England, for or in re- 
ſpect of any annuity or rent charge iſſuing out of 
freehold lands or tenements, and granted before 
the firſt day of June, 1763, unleſs a certificate, 
upon oath, ſhall have been entered twelve kalen- 
dar months, at leaſt, before the firſt day of ſuch 
election, with the clerk of the peace for the 
county, riding, or diviſion, or with the clerk of 
the peace, town clerk, or other public officer, 
having the cuſtody of the records within ſuch 
city or town where ſuch lands or tenements do 
lie, as follows, (that is to ſay), 

* I, A. N am really and 
bona fide ſeized of an annuity or rent charge, for 
my own uſe and benefit, of the clear yearly value 
of forty ſhillings, above all rents and charges pay- 
able out of the ſame, wholly iſſuing out of freehold 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, belonging to 
C. D. of ſituate, lying, and 
being, in the pariſh, townſhip, or place, or in 
the pariſhes, townſhips, or places of E. in the 
county of without any truſt, 
agreement, matter, or thing to the contrary 
notwithſtancing ; and I, or the perſon or perſons 
under whom I claim, was or were ſeized of the 
faid annuity or rent charge betore the firſt day of 
Ts, 1903" - 

2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall vote for the elect- 


ing 
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No perſon may 


vote in elections 
of knights of 
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cate be entered 
with the clerk 
of the peace, or 
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marriage,deviſe, ing any knight or knights of a ſhire, or for a ci- 

preſentation, or | 

promotion ; tizen or Citizens, . or burgeſſes, of any 
ſuch city or town, for that part of Great Britain 
called England, in reſpect of any annuity or rent, 
charge iſſuing out of frechold lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments, which ſhall come to ſuch per- 
ſon by deſcent, marriage, marriage ſettlement, 
deviſe, or preſentation to a benefice in a church, 
or promotion to an office, within twelve kalen- 
dar months next before ſuch election reſpectively, 
unleſs a certificate upon oath, or affirmation if a 
2uaker, ſhall have been entered with the clerk of 
the peace, town clerk, or other officer as afore- 
ſaid, before the firſt day of ſuch election, as fol- 
lows; that 1s to ſay, 

« J, A. B. of am really and bond 
fide ſeized of an annuity or rent charge, to my own 
uſe and benefit, of the clear yearly value of forty 
ſhillings a year, above all rents and charges pay- 
able out of the ſame, wholly iſſuing out of free- 
hold lands, tenements, or hereditaments, belong- 


ing to C. D. of ſituate, lying, and 
being in the pariſh, townſhip, or place, or in the 
pariſhes, townſhips, or places of in 
the county of without any truſt, 


agreement, matter, or thing to the contrary not- 
withſtanding ; and I became ſeized of the ſaid an- 
nuity or reat charge, on the | day of 
' laſt paſt, by deſcent or otherwiſe” 

(as the caſe may happen.) 
1 And be it further enacted by the authority 
perſon vote in aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid firſt day 
1 of Auguſt, 1764, no perſon ſhall vote at any 
1 Aug. 1764, | cle ction 


election of a knight or knights of the ſhire, or 
of any citizen or citizens, burgeſs or burgeſſes, 
of any ſuch city or town, within that part of 
Great Britain called England, for or in reſpect of 
any annuity or rent charge to be granted after the 
ſaid firſt day of June, 1763, unleſs a memorial 
of the grant of ſuch annuity or rent charge ſhall 
have been regiſtered with the clerk of the peace 
of the county, riding, or diviſion, or with the 
clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other public 
officer, having the cuſtody of the records, within 
ſuch city or town where the lands or tenements 
out of which ſuch annuity or rent charge iſſues 
ſhall lie, twelve kalendar months at leaſt before 
the firſt day of ſuch election; which memorial 
ſhall be wrote on parchment, and directed to ſuch 
clerk 'of the peace, town clerk, or other public 
officer, and ſhall be under the hand and ſeal of 
the grantor or grantors, and atteſted by two wit- 
neſſes, one whereof to be one of the witneſſes to 
the execution of ſuch grant; which witneſs ſhall, 
upon oath, before ſuch clerk of the peace, town 
clerk, or other officer as aforeſaid, or their depu- 
ties, prove the ſealing and delivering of ſuch 
grant, and the ſigning and ſealing of ſuch me- 
mortal ; and which memorial ſhall contain the day 
and year of the date, and the names, additions, 
and abodes, of the parties and witneſſes, and all 
the lands and tenements out of which the annuity 
or rent charge iſſues, and the parith, townſhip, 
or place, or the panſhes, townſhips, or places, 
where ſuch lands and tenements lie; and that 

eyery ſuch grant, of which ſuch memorial is fo 
| to 
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to be regiſtered, ſhall, at the time of entering ſuch 
memorial, be produced to ſuch clerk of the 
peace, town clerk, or other officer, as aforeſaid, 
or their deputies, who ſhall thereon indorſe a 
certificate, in which ſhall be mentioned the day 
and year on which ſuch memorial ſhall be ſo en- 
tered. | 

4. And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforeſaid, That from and after the faid firſt day of 
Auguſt, 1764, no perſon ſhall vote at any elec- 
tion of a knight or knights of the ſhire, or of any 
citizen or citizens, burgeſs or burgeſſes of any ſuch 
city or town, in that part of Great Britain called 
England, by reaſon of an aſſignment of any an- 
nuity or rent charge, or any part or parts thereof, 
made before the ſaid firſt day of June, 1763, un- 
leſs a certificate of ſuch aſſignment upon oath, to 


the purport herein-before mentioned, with reſpect 


to an original annuity or rent charge, ſhall have 
been entered with ſuch clerk of the peace, town 
clerk, or other officer as aforeſaid, twelve kalen- 


- dar months at leaſt before the firſt day of ſuch 


election; and that no perſon ſhall vote at any 
ſuch cle&tion as aforeſaid, by reaſon of an aſſign- 
ment of any annuity or rent charge, or any part 
or parts thereof, made after the firſt day of June, 
1763, unleſs a memorial of ſuch aſſignment, and 
alſo a memorial of the grant of ſuch annuity or 
rent charge of which ſuch aſſignment ſhall be 
made, ſhall have been atteſted and regiſter- 
ed twelve kalendar months at leaſt before 


the firſt day of ſuch election, in the ſame 


manner as is herein-before directed with reſpect 
to 


—— " 
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to the memorial of an original grant of an 
annuity or rent charge. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the clerk of the peace for every 
county, riding, or diviſion, and the clerk of the 
peace, town clerk, or other officer as aforeſaid, 
of every ſuch city or town, ſhall keep a book or 
books for the entering of every ſuch certificate 
and. memorial, and ſhall be allowed for the en- 
try of every ſuch certificate the ſum of one ſhil- 
ling, and of every ſuch memorial, two ſhillings, 
and no- more ; and for every ſearch for any certi- 
ficate or memorial, one ſhilling, and no- more : 


and that any perſon or perſons may, at all ſeaſon- 


able times, reſort to, and inſpect the certificates, 


memorials, and books of entries thereof ; and 


ſuch clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other 
officer as aforeſaid, or their deputies, is hereby 
directed and required forthwith to give a copy 
of any certificate or memorial to any perſon or 
perſons who ſhall deſire the fame, paying for 
ſuch copy, if it contains not more than two hun- 
dred words, the ſum of ſix-pence ; and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater number of words; and 
ſuch clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other 
officer as aforeſaid, or their deputies, is hereby 
impowered to adminiſter an oath in all caſes 
where an oath is required by this act; and true 
copies of the aforeſaid certificates and memorials 
atteſted by ſuch reſpeCtive clerks of the peace, 
town clerk, or other officer as aforeſaid, or their 
deputies, ſhall, at all times, be allowed and 

admitted 


Books to be 
kept by the pro- 
per officers for 
entering ſuch 
certificates and 


and for copies. 


Officer may ad- 
* miniſter an oath 
in caſes atoreſaid. 


Copies atteſted 
by the proper 
officer deemed 


legal evidence, 
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Memorials of 
grants ot aſſign- 
ments made and 
executed above 
40 mies from 
the ofhce of 
clerk of the 
peace, &c. tobe 
regiſtered, upon 
producing an af- 
fidavit made by 
one of the wit- 
neſTes before one 
of the judges at 
Weſtminſter, or 
amaſter inchan- 
ceerye 
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admitted as legal evidence in all caſes whatſo- 
ever. 

6. Provided always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That a memorial of 
ſuch grant or aſſignment as ſhall be made and exe- 
cuted in any place not within forty miles of the 
office of the clerk of the peace for the reſpective 
county, riding, or diviſion, or of the town clerk, 
or other officer as aforeſaid, ſhall be entered and 
regiſtered by ſuch clerk of the peace, town clerk, 
or other officer as aforeſaid, or their deputies, 
in caſe an affidavit ſworn, or affirmation of a 
Duaker, before one of the judges at Weſtminſter, 
or a maſter in chancery ordinary or extraordi- 


' nary, be brought with the ſaid memorial to the 


Off cer, or de- 
puty, to attend, 

upon reaſonable 
not ce and fſatis- 
faction, wich the 


ſaid clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other of- 
ficer, as aforeſaid, wherein one of the witneſſes 
to the execution of ſuch grant or aſſignment ſhall 
{wear that he or ſhe ſaw the ſame executed; and 
the ſame ſhall be a ſufficient authority to the 
clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other officer, 
or their depuries, to give the party that brings 
ſuch memorial a certificate of the regiſtering ſuck 
memorial; which certificate, ſigned by the ſaid 
clerk of the peace, town clerk, or other officer, 
as aforeſaid, or their deputies, ſhall be raken and 
allowed as evidence of the regiſtry of the ſame 
memorial in all courts of record whatſcever ; 
any thing hereia contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the clerk of the peace of every 
county, riding, or diviſion, and the clerk of the 

| peace, 


ST 


peace, town clerk, or other officer, as bed books of entries 


aforeſaid, That if any clerk of the peace, town allensaner, 
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at any ſuch elec 
of every ſuch city or town, or their deputies, ti. 


ſhall, upon reaſonable notice, attend at any ſuch 
election with the book or books of entries of 
every ſuch certificate and memorial, at the re- 
queſt of any candidate or candidates ; he or they ' 
making him reaſonable ſatisfaction for ſuch at- 
tendance. | 

8. And be it further enacted, by the authority ofcer puilty of 

any neglect or 

clerk; or other officer, as aforeſaid, ſhall be guilty et 200 
of any wilful neglect, miſdemeanor, or fraudu- 


Tent practice, contrary to the true intent and 


meaning of this act, every ſuch clerk of the 
peace, town clerk, or other officer, as aforeſaid, 
ſnall for every ſuch offence, forfeit one hundred 
pounds to the per ſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in 
any of his majeſty's courts of record at Weſt- 
minſter; wherein no eſſoin, protection, wager 
of law, or more than one imparlance, ſhall be 
allowed. | | 

9. Provided always, and it is hereby further 1;mitation of 
enacted and declared by the authority aforeſaid, Preſecutlons. 
That no perſon ſhall be liable to any forfeiture 
or penalty by this act laid or impoſed, unleſs 
proſecution be commenced within twelve months 
after ſuch forfeiture or pena ty ſhall be incurred. 

A. D. 1762. 
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An Act to regulate the Trials of controverted Elections 
or Returns of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


© WHEREAS the preſent mode of deci- 
ſion upon petitions, complaining of undue elec- 
tions or returns of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, frequently obſtructs public buſineſs ; oc- 
caſions much expence, trouble, and delay to the 
parties; is defective, for want of thoſe ſanctions 
and ſolemnities which are eſtabliſhed by law in 
other trials; and is attended with many other in- 
conveniencies: For remedy thereof, be it enacted 
by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, . by and 
with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal and commons in this preſent 


| parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 


After the prefent 

ſeſſion, on com- 

plaint of undue 

election, &c. a 

iſe time to be 

xed for confi- 
dering thereof. 


Speaker to give 
notice thereof, 
and order attend 
ance. 


the ſame, Thar after the end of the preſent ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament, whenever a petition, com- 
plaining of an undue election or return of a 
member or members to ſerve in parliament, 
ſhall be preſented to the houſe of commons, a 
day and hour ſhall by the faid houſe be appointed 
for taking the ſame into conſideration ; and 
notice thereof in writing ſhall be forthwith given, 
by the ſpeaker, to the petitioners and the fitting 
members, or their reſpective agents, accompa- 
nied with an order to them to attend the houſe, 
at the time appointed, by themſelves, their coun- 
il, or agent, | 

I ö 2. Provided 
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2. Provided always, That no ſuch petition But not withia . 


ſhall be taken into conſideration within fourteen — 
days after the appointment of the committee of kg. 2 
privileges. ; | 

3. Provided alſo, That the houſe may alter the Houſe may alter 


day and hour fo appointed for taking ſuch peti- — 
tion into conſideration, and appoint ſome ſubſe- 
quent day and hour for the ſame as occaſion ſhall 
require; giving to the reſpective parties the like 
notice of ſuch alteration, and order to attend on 
the ſaid ſubſequent day and hour, as aforeſaid. 
4. And be it further enacted, That at the time 
appointed for taking ſuch petition into conſidera- 
tion, and previous to the reading of the order of : 
the day for that purpoſe, the ſerjeant at arms ſhall $eyjeant at arms, 
be directed to go with the mace to the places ad- ing no 
jacent, and require the immediate attendance of e ©! 4. 


uire the at- 


the members on the buſineſs of the houſe; and *ndance of de 


that after his return the houſe ſhall be counted, and At his return, 
if there be leſs than one hundred members pre- — 
ſent, the order for taking ſuch petition into con- por want of 100 
ſideration ſhall be immediately adjourned to a — 2 3 
particular hour on the following day, Sunday and 
Chriſtmas-day always excepted ; and the houſe 
ſhall then adjourn to the ſaid day; and the pro- 
ceedings of all committees, ſubſequent to ſuch 
notice from the ſaid ſerjeant, ſhall be void; and, 
on the ſaid following day, the houſe ſhall proceed 
in the ſame manner; and fo, from day to day, 
till there be an attendance of one hundred mem- Tiy wo be pre- 
bers at the reading of the order of the day, to 
take ſuch petition into conſideration, | 

M- 2 5. And 


180 


In preſence of 
TOO, 

The petitioners, 
&c. to be ordered 
b0 the bar, 


Names of the 
members to be 
put into fix 
boxes or glaſſes; 
to be drawn al- 
ternately, and 
read by the 


S „ till 
9 49 


Voting mem- 
bers at the elec - 
tion, 


or complainants, 
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g. And be it further enacted, That if after ſum« 
moning the members, and counting the houſe ag 
aforeſaid, one hundred members ſhall be found 
to be preſent, the petitioners, by themſelves, 
their counſel, or agents, and the counſel or agents 
of the fitting members, ſhall he ordered to at- 
tend at the bar, and then the door of the houſe 
ſhall be locked, and no member ſhall be ſuffered to 
enter into or depart from the houſe until the peti- 
tioners, their counſel, or agents, and the counſel 
or agents for the ſitting members, ſhall be di- 
reed to withdraw, as herein-after is mentioned; 
and when the door ſhall be locked, as aforeſaid, 


the order of the day ſhall be read, and the names 


of all the members of the houſe, written or 
printed on diſtinct pieces of parchment or paper, 
being all as near as may be of equal ſize, and 
rolled up in the ſame manner, ſhall be put in 
equal numbers into fix boxes or glaſſes, to be 
placed on the table for that purpoſe, and ſhall 
there be ſhaken together ; and then the clerk or 
clerk aſſiſtant attending the houſe ſhall publicly 
draw out of the ſaid ſix boxes or glaſſes, alter- 
nately, the ſaid pieces of parchment or paper, 
and deliver the ſame to the ſpeaker, to be by 
him read to the houſe; and ſo ſhall continue to 
do, until forty-nine names of the members then 
preſent be drawn. | 
6. Provided always, That if the name of any 
member who ſhall have given his vote at the 
election ſo complained of as aforeſaid, or ſhall be 
a petitioner complaining of an undue election or 
return, or againſt whoſe return a petition ſhall be 
2622 ih then 
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ther depending, or whoſe return ſhall not have 
been brought in fourteen days, ſhall be drawn ; 


his name ſhall be ſet aſide, with the names of To be ſet aſides | 


thoſe who are abſent from the houſe. 

7. Provided alſo, That if the name of any 
member of ſixty years of age or upwards be 
drawn, he ſhall be excuſed from ſerving on the 
ſelect committee, to be appointed as herein-after 
is mentioned, if he require it, and verify the 
cauſe of ſuch requiſition tipon oath, 

8. Provided alſo, That if the name of any 
member who has ſerved in ſuch ſelect committee 
during the ſame ſeſſion be drawn, he ſhall, if he 
require it, be excuſed from ſerving again in any 
ſuch ſele& committee, unleſs the houſe ſhall, be- 
fore the day appointed for taking the ſaid petition 
into conſideration, have reſolved; that the num- 
ber of members who have not ſerved on ſuch ſe- 
lect committee, in the ſame ſeſſion, is inſuffi- 
cient to fulfil the purpoſes of this act, reſpecting 
the choice of ſuch ſelect committee. 

9. Provided always, That no member, who 
after having been appointed to ſerve in any ſuch 
ſelect committee ſhall, on account of inability 
or accident, have been excuſed from attending 
the ſame throughout, ſhall be deemed to haye 
ſerved on any ſuch ſelect cominittee. 

10. And be it further enacted, That if any other 
member ſhall offer and verify upon oath any 
other excuſe, the ſubſtance of the allegations ſo 
verified upon oath ſhall be taken down by the 
ſaid clerk, in order that the ſame may be after- 


wards entergd on the journals, and the opinion of 


M 3 the 


All above 60 
years old exe 
cuſed, 


Or thoſe who 
have ſerved on 
ſelect commit - 
tees in the fare 
ſ:flion, 


Unleſs the num 
ber who have 
not ſerved be in- 
ſufficient. 


Members ex- 
cuſed ſhallnot bg 


deemed to have 


ſer ved. 


Members verify - 
ing other ex- 
cuſes, allegation 
to be entered. 
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And e, the houſe ſhall be taken thereon; and if the 

rag un- houſe ſhall reſolve, that the ſaid member is un- 

Are to be er- Able to ſerve, or cannot without great and mani- 

cuſed. feſt detriment ſerve, in ſuch ſelect committee, he 
alſo ſnall be excuſed from ſuch ſervice. 

11. And be it further enacted, That inſtead of 

the members ſo ſet aſide and excuſed, the names of 

Infteatof whom, Other members ſhall be drawn; who may, in like 


others to be 
drawn to com- manner, be ſet aſide or excuſed, and others drawn 


282 to ſupply their places, until the whole number of 
| forty-nine members, not liable to be ſo ſer aſide 
3 excuſed, ſnall be compleat; and the petitioners, 
name one, and Or their agents, ſhall then name one, and the 
3 ſitting members, or their agents, another, from 
among the members then preſent, whoſe names 
ſhall not have been drawn, to be added to thofe 
who ſhall have been ſo choſen by lot. 
| 12. Provided always, That either of the mem- 
Who moy for bers ſo nominated ſhall or may be ſet aſide, for 
aide, any of the ſame cauſes as thoſe choſen by lot; 
or ſhall, if he require it, be excuſed from ſerv- 
Or excuſed, ing on the ſaid ſelect committee; and the party 
who nominated the member ſo ſet aſide or ex- 
cuſed, ſhall nominate another in his ſtead, and 
| ſo continue to do as often as the caſe ſhall hap- 
And others. pen, until his nominee is admitted. 
13. And be it further enacted, That as ſoon as 
— 2 the ſaid forty- nine members ſhall have been ſo 
8 choſen by lot, and the two members to be added 
— thereunto ſhall have been ſo nominated as afore- 
ſaid, the door of the houſe ſhall be opened, and the 
houſe may proceed upon any other buſineſs ; and 
| liſts 
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lifts of the forty- nine members fo choſen by lot its of the 49 
ſhall then be given to the petitioners, their coun- 22 
ſel, or agents, and the counſel or agents for the 
ſitting members, who ſhall immediately with- 
draw, together with the clerk appointed to attend Who with 
the ſaid ſelect committee; and the ſaid petitioners withdraw, | 
and fitting members, their counſel or agents, 
beginning on the part of the petitioners, ſhall al- 
ternately ſtrike off one of the ſaid forty-nine mem- And 'to Arike 
bers, until the ſaid number ſhall be reduced to a, ul ws 
thirteen ; and the ſaid clerk, within one hour at due ve 
fartheſt from the time of the parties withdrawing Clerk within one 
from the houſe, ſhall deliver in to the houſe the — Y 
names of the thirteen members then remaining ; 
and the ſaid thirteen members, together with the 
two members nominated as aforeſaid, ſhall be 
ſworn at the table, well and truly to try the matter And they, with 
of the petition referred to them, and a true judge- ref 
ment to give according to the evidence; and ſhall C. Kaan. 
be a ſelect committee to try and determine the me- 
rits of the return or election appointed by the houſe 
to be that day taken into conſideration; and the 
houſe ſhall order the ſaid ſelect committee to meet 
at a certain time to be fixed by the houſe, which 
time ſhall be within twenty-four hours of the ap- Houſe to order 
pointment of the ſaid ſelect committee, unleſs a * 0 
Sunday or Chriſimas- dny ſhall intervene; and the 
place of their meeting and ſitting ſhall be ſome 
convenient room or place adjacent to the houſe 
of commons, or court of requeſts, properly pre- 
. pared for that purpoſe. 

14. Provided always, That on the parties with- On withdrawing 
drawing as aforeſaid, the houſe ſhall continue ts; — 


9, meeting of com- 
* ſicting; mimuce veficed. 
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ſitting; and the ſaid fifty- one members, ſo choſen 
and nominated, ſhall not depart the houſe till the 
time for the meeting of the ſaid ſelect committee 

ſhall be fixed. a | : 
* 15. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
any member That if upon the drawing out the name of any 
gn 4 ad. member by lot, as aforeſaid, the ſaid petitioners 
* or ſitting members, or their agents, ſhall declare, 
that ſuch member is intended to be one of the 
two nominees to be nominated by them reſpec- 
And member tively, and if ſuch member ſhall conſent to ſuch 
therew, © Nomination, the name of ſuch member ſo drawn 
by lot ſhall be ſet aſide, and, unleſs objected to 
He i to ſerve as AS aforeſaid, he ſhall ſerve as ſuch nominee, and 
And another to the name of another member ſhall be drawn to 
bi) ae ee, ſupply his place, to complete the number of 
forty- nine members to be drawn by lot; and if 
the ſaid petitioners or ſitting members, or their 
Butonneglet ot agents, ſhall not reſpectively nominate a member 
nomnene then preſent, who ſhall be admitted according to 
the directions of this act, then the want of ſuch 
Defceadies to NOMINATION ſhall be ſupplied, by drawing out, 
lot; inſtead thereof, the name of one or two members, 
as the caſe ſhall require ; who ſhall be drawn by 
lot in the like manner, and ſubject to the like ob- 
jections and excuſes as the other forty- nine mem- 
bers already drawn by lot, and ſhall be added to 
the liſts of che ſaid forty-nine members, and ſhall 
be liable to be ſtruck off in the ſame manner ; 
Leaving always leaving always the number of fifteen members in 
Se, © the whole, and 10 more, as a ſelect committee 


for the purpoſes aforeſaid, 
| | | 16. And, 
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16. And, forthe greaterdiſpatchandcertainty in f f. w 1 
the proceeding herein- before deſcribed, be it int» confideras Bil 
further enacted, That the names of all the mem- | 
bers ſo written and rolled up as herein-before | 
directed, ſhall, previous to the day appointed for | 
taking any ſuch petition into conſideration, be | 
prepared by the ſaid clerk, or clerk aſſiſtant, and Clerk to put the | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


6 n 1 f names of the 

by him put into a box or parcel, in the preſence members (drawn 

. * into 2 X or 

of the Speaker, together with an atteſtation, parcel, and at- 
teſt the ſame 3 


ſigned by the faid clerk, or clerk aſſiſtant, pur- 
porting, that the names of all the members were 
by him put therein the day of 
in the year which 

faid box or parcel the Speaker ſhall ſeal with his Speaker t9_ hl 1 
own ſeal; and to the outſide thereof ſhall annex ae the mak- | 
an atteſtation, ſigned by himſelf, purporting, 3 
that the ſaid box or parcel was on the 
day of in the year made 
up in his preſence, in the manner directed by this 1 
act; and that as ſoon as the parties ſhall be with- 1 
drawn as aforeſaid, and before the houſe ſhall 'Þ 
enter on any other buſineſs, any member may 
require, that the names of all the members, which Nia Meme 
remain undrawn, ſhall be drawn, and read aloud 2 * 3 
by the ſaid clerk or clerk aſſiſtant. 

17. And be it further enacted, That the ſaid 
ſelect committee ſhall, on their meeting, elect a Culeman go 
chairman from among ſuch of the members thereof members chaten 
as ſhall have been choſen by lot; and if in the $4 mg 3 
election of a chairman there be an equal number equality in elec- 


of voices, the member whoſe name was firſt 


Member firft 


drawn in the houſe ſhall have a caſting voice; fo din to have a 
, 2 p caſt; oice. 
likewiſe, in caſe there ſhould ever be occaſion for 
electing 
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electing a new chairman, on the death, or neceſ. 

ſary abſence of the chairman firſt elected. 
beben eee 18. And be it further enacted, That the ſaid ſelect 
fend fr perſons committee ſhall have power to ſend for perſons, 
papers, and records; and ſhall examine all the 
'F Examine wit= Witneſſes who come before them upon oath; and 
| 41 1 e ſhall try the merits of the return, or election, or 
| [| 1 both; and ſhall determine, by a majority of voices 
of the ſaid ſelect committee, whether the peti- 
Y tioners or the fitting members, or cither of them, 
| be duly returned or elected, or whether the elec- 
tion be void ; which determination ſhall be final 
between the parties to all intents and purpoſes ; 
pay en and the houſe, on being informed thereof by the 
= che re. chairman of the ſaid ſelect committee, ſhall order 
the ſame to be entered in their journals, and give 
the neceſſary directions for confirming or altering 
Or iſſue writ for the return, or for the iſſuing a new writ for a new 
aeeekblection, or for carrying the ſaid determination 

Es into execution, as the caſe may require, 

seed commit- 19, And be it further enacted, That the ſaid 


jours far mere ſelect committe ſhall ſit every day (Sunday and 
I” Chriſtmas-day only excepted) and ſhall never 
adjourn for a longer time than twenty-four hours, 
unleſs a Sunday or a Chriſtmas-day intervene, 
without leave firſt obtained from the houſe, upon 
motion, and ſpecial cauſe aſſigned for a levger 
If Houſe ten adjourament; and in caſe the houſe ſhall be 
* 1 firting at the time to which the ſaid ſelect com- 
mittee is adjourned, then the buſineſs of the 
And motion houſe ſhall be ſtayed, and a motion ſhall be made 
alioumacut. for a further adjournment, for any time to be 
fixed by the houtc, not exceeding twenty-four 


hours, 
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hours, unleſs a Sunday or Cbriſtmas-day inter- 
vene. | 5 
20. And be it further enacted, That where the Cl., %y 
time preſcribed by this act for the meeting, ſit- mn b. dmg not 
ting, or adjournment of the ſaid ſelect committee, <1. 
ſhall, by the intervention of a Sunday or Chri/t- 
mas-day, exceed twenty-four hours, ſuch meet- 
ing, fitting, or adjournment, ſhall be within 
twenty-four hours from the time of appointing 
or fixing the ſame, excluſive of ſuch Sunday or 
Chriſimas- day. | 

21. And be it further enacted, That no mem- ses commits 
ber of the ſaid ſelect committee ſhall be allowed mo 
to abſent himſelf from the ſame, without leave ob- 
tained from the houſe, or an excuſe allowed by 
the houſe at the next ſitting thereof, on ſpecial 
cauſe ſhewn and verified upon oath ; and the norcommittee te 
faid ſelect committee ſhall never fit, until all ate nt w-, 
the members to whom ſuch leave has not been * 
granted, nor excuſe allowed, are met; and in On failure of 
caſe they ſhall not all meet within one hour after one A 
the time to which the ſaid ſelect committee ſhall mente, — 
have been adjourned, a further adjournment ſhall 39, de gt 
be made in the manner as before directed, and thereof. 
reported, with the cauſe thereof, to the houſe. 5 

22. And be it further enacted, That the chair- Chairman, a 
man of the ſaid ſele committee ſhall, at the next nt abſentee, 
meeting of the houſe, always report the name 
of every member thereof who ſhall have been 
abſent therefrom without ſuch leave or excule as 
aforeſaid ; and ſuch member ſhall be directed to who are tobe di- 
attend the houſe at the next ſitting thereof, and A — 
ſhall then be ordered to be taken into the cuſ- 

tody 
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2 tody of the ſerjeant at arms attending the houſe, 

difcreton, for ſuch neglect of his duty, and otherwiſe pu- 

niſhed or cenſured at the diſcretion of the houſe; 

unleſs it ſhall appear to the houſe, by facts ſpe- 

cially ſtated and verified upon oath, that ſuch 

unleſs abſence Member was, by a ſudden accident, or by ne- 

proved unavoid- ceffity, prevented from attending the - ſaid ſelect 
committee. 

23. And be it fanduer enacted, That if more 
than two members of the ſaid ſele& committee 
ſhall on any account be abſent therefrom, the ſaid 

If 13 46 not g. ſelect committee ſhall adjourn in the manner 
watoun; herein- before directed; and ſo, from time to 
time, until thirteen members are aſſembled. 

24. And be it further enacted, That in caſe the 
number of members able to attend the ſaid ſelect 
committee ſhall, by death or otherwiſe, be una- 
voidably reduced to leſs than thirteen, and ſhall 

A for 3 Gays, ſo continue for the {pace of three fitting days, the 
fo;ved and ano- faid ſelect committee ſhall be diſſolved, and an- 
wer ewenz other choſen to try and determine the matter of 
| ſuch petition in manner aforeſaid; and all the 
andpaft proceed · Proceedings of the ſaid former ſelect committee 
ings to be void. ſhall be void, and of no effect. 
Refturions of 25. And be it further enacted, That if the ſaid 
Wenn der nns. ſelect committee ſhall: come to any reſolution 
— of com Other than the determination above mentioned, 
nay be reported, they ſhall, if they think proper, report the ſame 
to the houſe for their opinion, at the ſame time 
that the chairman of the ſaid ſelect committee 
and the houſe ſhall inform the houſe of ſuch determination; 
"EIN Ns and the houſe may confirm or diſagree with fuch 


reſo- 
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reſolution, and make ſuch orders thereon, as to 
them ſhalt ſeem proper. : 

26. Provided always, That if any perſon ſum- — 
moned by the ſaid ſelect committee, ſhall diſobey Hans, 
ſuch ſummons; or if any witneſs before ſuch ſe- 
lect committee ſhall prevaricate, or ſhall other- 
wiſe miſbehave in giving, or refuſing to give 
evidence; the chairman of the ſaid ſelect com- 
mittee, by their direction, may at any time, 
during the courſe of their proceedings, report 
the ſame to the houſe, for the interpoſition of 
their authority or cenſure, as the caſe ſhall re- 
you 

And be it further enacted, That whenever Wren commit- 
the lad ſelect committee ſhall think it neceſſary to W the roam 
deliberate amongſt themſelves, upon any queſtion 
which ſhall ariſe in the courſe of the trial, or 
upon the determination thereof, or upon any re- 
ſolution concerning the matter of the petition 
referred to them as aforeſaid; as ſoon as the ſaid 
ſelect committee ſhall have heard the evidence 
and counſel on both ſides relative thereunto, the 
room or place wherein they ſhall fit ſhall be 
cleared, if they ſhall think proper, while the | 
members of the ſaid ſelect committee conſider quetions to be 
thereof; and all ſuch queſtions, as well as ſuch a, e 
determination, and all other reſolutions, ſhall 
be by a majority of voices; and if the voices Carman t» 
ſhall be equal, W — 
Voice. 

28, Provided always, That no ſuch determina- No  determina- 
tion as aforefaid ſhall be made, nor any queſtion be 2 
propoſed, unleſs thirteen members ſhall be pre- 

% ſent; 
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nor any member ſent; and no member ſhall have a vote on ſuch 
tgp ans determination, or any other queſtion or reſolution, 
every fitting. who has not attended during every ſitting of the 
ſaid ſelect committee. 
Oathe taken in 29. And be it further enacted, That the oaths 
ximiniftered by by this act directed to be taken in the houſe, ſhall 
te di be adminiſtered by the ſaid clerk or clerk aſſiſtant, 
in the ſame manner as the oaths of allegiance and 
ſupremacy are adminiſtered in the houſe of com- 
2nd thoſe before Mons; and that the oaths by this act directed to 
ue, by te be taken before the ſaid ſelect committee, ſhall 
om be adminiſtered by the clerk attending the faid 
P-natties on per-. ſelect committee; and that all perſons who ſhall 
CET be guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury in any 
evidence which they ſhall. give before the houſe, 
or the ſaid ſelect committee, in conſequence of 
the oath which they ſhall have taken by the di- 
rection of this act, ſhall, on convict on thereof, 
incur and ſuffer the like pains and penalties to 
which any other perſon, convicted of wilful and 
corrupt perjury, is liable by the laws and ſtatutes 
| of this realm. 

AR to continue 30. And be it further enacted, That this act 
fre ſeven ta. ſhall continue in force ſeven years, and till the 
end of the ſeſſion of parliament next after the ex- 

piration of the ſaid ſeven years, and no longer. 

A. b. 1770, 


ANNO 
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An Af to enable the Speaker of the Houſe of Cum- 

mon, io iſſue his Warrants to make out new Writs 
for the Choice of Members 10 ſerve in Parliament, 
in the Room of ſuch Members as ſhall die during 
the Reteſs of Parliament. 


WHEREAS many inconveniencies have 
happened, and many diſorders have been occa- 
ſioned, for want of more ſpeedy elections of 
members of the houſe of commons, in tlie 
room of ſuch who have died during the re- 
ceſs of parliament: For remedy whereof, be 
it enacted by the king's moſt excellent ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
ords ſpiritual and temporal and commons in 
tnis preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
thority of the ſame, That, from and after the end After the end of 
ofthe preſent ſeſſion of parliament, it ſnall and may Anat wes 


ſion, the ipeaker 
be lawful for the ſpeaker of the houfe of com- e haut of 


commons, dur- 


mons for the time being, during the recels T4 ing receis, may 


parliament for more than twenty days, whether makingout wit 
by prorogation or adjournment, and he is hereby din da 
required to iſſue his warrants to the clerk of the 
crown to make out new writs for electing mem- 
bers of the houſe of commons, in the room of 
ſuch members who ſhall happen to die during 
ſuch receſs of parliament, ſo ſoon as ſuch ſpeaker 
ſhall have had due notice of the deceaſe of fuch 
members. 
2. Provided always, That no fuch warrant ſhail P., % be 


certified by wwe 


be iſſued by the ſi eaker of the houſe of com- members; 


mons, 


a 4 
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mons, unleſs the death of ſuch member ſhall bꝭ 

certified to him by two members of the houſe of 

commons, by writing under their hands, 

3. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 

That the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons ſhall 

forthwith, after the receipt of the certificate of the 

2 —— by death of fuch member, cauſe notice thereof to 
the London Ca- be inſerted in the London Gazette, and ſhall 
ac not iſſue his warrant till fourteen days after the 
inſertion of ſuch notice in the Gazette; any thing 

herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

4. Provided allo, and be it further enacted, That 

nothing herein contained ſhall extend to autho- 

Speaker not to rize the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons for the 


ue his war- 


rant, unleſs the time being, to iſſue his warrant to the clerk of 

return of the 2 F I 

writ for election the crown to make out a new writ for the electing 

of deceaſed . * 

member be A member of the houſe of commons in the room 

. any member deceaſed, unleſs the return of the 
writ, by virtue of which ſuch member deceaſed 
was elected, ſhall have been brought into the of- 


25 8 of the elerk of the crown, fifteen days at the 
preceding fei- leaſt before the end of the ſeſſion of parhament 
. immediately preceding the death of fuch member. 


A. D. 1770. 
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An Af for the further preventing Delays of Tufiice - 
by reaſon of Privilege of Parliament. 


WHEREAS the ſeveral laws heretofore 
made for reſtraining the privilege of parliament, 
with reſpect to actions or ſuits commenced and 

| proſe- 
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proſecuted at any time from and immediately after 


the diſſolution or prorogation of any parliament, ' 


until a new parliament ſhould meet, or the ſame 
be re- aſſembled, and from and immediately 
after an adjournment of both houſes of parlia- 
ment for above the ſpace of fourteen days, until 
both houſes ſhould meet or aſſemble, are inſuf- 
ficient to obviate the inconveniencies ariſing from 
the delay of ſuits by reaſon of privilege of par- 
liament ; whereby the parties ofren loſe the bene- 
fit of ſeveral terms : For the preventing of all de- 


lays the king or his ſubjects may receive in pro- 


ſecuting their ſeveral rights, titles, debts, dues, 
demands, or ſuits, for which they have cauſe, 
be it enacted by the king's moſt excellent ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords fpiritual and temporal and commons in this 
preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the ſame, That from and after the twenty- 
fourth day of June, 1770, any perſon or perſons 
ſhall and may, at any time, commence and pro- 
ſecute any action or ſuit in any court of record, 
or court of equity, or of admiralty, and in all 
cauſes matrimonial and teſtamentary, in any court 
having cognizance of cauſes matrimonial and teſ- 
tamentary, againſt any peer or lord of parliament 
of Great Britain, or againſt any of the knights, 
citizens, and burgeſſes, and the commiſſioners for 
ſhires and burghs of the houſe of commons of 
Great Britain for the time being, or againſt their 
or any of their menial or any other ſervants, or 
any other perſon entitled to the privilege of par- 
liament of Great Britain ; and no ſuch action, 

N ſuit, 


After 24 June, 
1770, ſuits may 
be proſecuted in 
courts of record, 
equity, or ad- 
miralty, and 
courts having 
co nizance 
cauſes matrimo- 
nial and teſta- 
mentary, againſt 

and mem- 
bers of the houſe 
of commons, and 
their ſervants, 
&. 
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ſuit, or any other proceſs or proceeding there- 
upon, ſhall at any time be impeached, ſtayed, or 
delayed, by or under colour or pretence of any 
privilege of parhament. 


2. Provided nevertheleſs, and be it further en- 


acted by the authority aforeſaid, That nothing in 
But the perſons this act ſhall extend to ſubject the perſon of any of 


of members of q 3 
the houſe of the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, or the com- 


co be egen Miſſioners of ſhires and burghs of the houſe of 


unprifoned. commons of Great Britain for the time being, to 

be arreſted or impriſoned upon any ſuch ſuit or 
proceedings. | 

3. And whereas the proceſs by diſtringas is di- 

latory and expenſive : for remedy thereof, be it 

Cour: out of enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the court, 


which writ pro- . . 
ceeds, may order Out of which the writ proceeds, may order the 


404d, ant wes iſſues levied from time to time to be ſold, and the 
ariſing thereby money ariſing thereby to be applied to pay ſuch 


to be applied to 


pay coſts to Coſts to the plaintiff, as the ſaid court ſhall think 


PR—_ juſt, under all the circumſtances, to order; and 
ry 2 2 the ſurplus to be retained until the defendant ſhall 


pearane? of de- have appeared, or other purpoſe of the writ be 


tendant, bk. anſwered. | 

When purpoſe is 4. Provided always, when the purpoſe of the 
Ret, Writ is anſwered, That then the ſaid iſſues ſhall be 
= 3 returned; or, if fold, what ſhall remain of the 


be repaid. money ariſing by ſuch ſale, ſhall be repaid to the 


party diſtrained upon. 
Obedience to 5+ And be ic further declared and enacted by the 
rule ot the court authority aforeſaid, That obedience may be en- 


of king's bench, . . 5 . 
common pleas, forced to any rule of his majeſty's courts of king's 


or exchequer a 
may be enforced bench, common pleas, or exchequer, againſt any 


wy tres perſon entitled to privilege of parliament, by 


3 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs infinite, in caſe any perſon or perſons en- 
titled to the benefit of ſuch rule ſhall chuſe to 
proceed in that way. 

6. And whereas an act was made in the 12th and — 13 
13th years of the reign of king William the 
Third, intituled, An act for preventing any in- 
conveniencies that may happen by privilege of 
parliament; be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That from and after the ſaid twenty- fourth d this a& 
day of June, the ſaid act, and alſo this act, ſhall 
extend to that part of Great Britain called Scat u to da 
land. A. D. 1770. 


=== — = — 
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An Ad to explain and amend an Ad, made in the 
laſt Seffion of Parliament, intituled, An At to 
regulate the Trials of controverted Elections, or 
Returns of Members to ſerve in Parliament.” 


WHEREAS an act was paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, © An act to re- 10 co. 4. 
gulate the trials of controverted elections, or re- 
turns of members to ſerve in parliament;* And 
whereas further proviſions may be neceſſary to 
prevent all obſtructions and difficulties, which in 
certain caſes may ariſe in the execution of the ſaid 
act: Be it therefore enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 


and by the authority of the ſame, That from and 
N 2 after 
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After paſſing after the paſſing of this act, if ſeveral parties, on 
plaint of an un- diſtinct intereſts or grounds of complaint, ſhall 
becker and ander; preſent ſeparate petitions, complaining of an un- 
bo be" al ha. due election, or return of a member or mem- 
agents. bers to ſerve in parliament, the fame notices and 
orders ſhall be given to all ſuch parties, or their 
reſpective agents, as by the ſaid act are directed 
to be given to the fitting members, or the peti- 
tioners therein mentioned, or their reſpective 
agents. 
Clauſe in act 10 2. And be it further enacted, That the clauſe 
. e in the ſaid act, which provides that no peti- 
tion ſhall be taken into conſideration within 
fourteen days after the appointment of the com- 
mittee of pnvileges, be repealed ; and that from 
henceforth no petition, complaining of an undue 
election, or return of a member or members to 
ſerve in parliament, ſhall be taken into conſide- 
ration within fourteen days after the commence- 
ment of the ſeſſion of parliament in which it is 
preſented, nor within fourteen days after the re- 
turn to which it relates, ſhall be brought in into the 
office of the clerk of the crown. 
te are time of 3. And be it further enacted, That if at the time 
2 of drawing by lot the names of the members, in 
manner preſcribed by the ſaid act, the number 
of forty- nine members, not ſet aſide nor excuſed, 
cannot be compleated, the houſe ſhall proceed in 
the houſe topro- the manner they are directed by the ſaid act to 
Suede by ad proceed, in caſe there be leſs than one hundred 
2 Geo. 3. members preſent at the time therein preſcribed 
for counting the houſe ; and ſo, from day to day, 
as often as the caſe ſhall happen, 
| | 4. And 
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4. And be it further enacted, That on the day On the ay ap- 
appointed for taking any petition, complaining of {ngcomplaintsof 
an undue election, or return of a member or mem- e ceftions 
bers to ſerve in parliament, into conſideration, 
the houſe ſhall not proceed to any other buſineſs the houſe Hall 
whatſoever, except the ſwearing of members, _— 
previous to the reading of the order of the day ws — 
for that purpoſe. * 

- 5. And be it further enacted, That if the ſelect 
committee ſhall have occaſion to apply or report 
to the houſe, in relation to adjournment of the Manner * 
ſaid ſele& committeee, the abſence of the mem- Le coma. 
bers thereof, or the non-attendance or miſbe- 
haviour of witneſſes ſummoned to appear, or ap- 
pearing before them, and the houſe ſhall be then 
adjourned for more than three days, the faid ſe- 
let committee may alſo adjourn to the day ap- 
pointed for the meeting of the houſe. 

6. And be it further enacted, That if on a com- an cinder 
plaint by petition of an undue election or return, tion, there fal 
there ſhall be more than two parties before the aber en d. 
houſe, on diſtin intereſt, or complaining or * inet, 
complained of upon different grounds, whoſe 
right to be elected or returned may be affected 
by the determination of the ſaid ſelect committee, 
each of the ſaid parties ſhall ſucceſſively ſtrike off ach party fhall 


ſtrike off a mem- 


a member from the forty-nine members to be ber from theag, 
choſen by lot, until the ſame number be reduced ry wn 
to thirteen, in the ſame manner as by the ſaid act 
is directed for the ſtriking off a member alter- 
nately by the parties therein mentioned ; and the 
liſts of the forty-nine members choſen by lot ſhall, 
for this purpoſe, be given to all the ſaid parties, 

N 3 and 


When the liſt is 
returned to the 


members to 
withdraw ; 


and, within one 
hour, report the 
names of ſuch 
two members. 


houſe, the 13 
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and the order in which the ſaid parties ſhall ſo 
ſtrike off the ſaid members ſhall be determined 
by lot after they are withdrawn from the bar, and 
in ſuch caſe, neither of the ſaid parties (there be- 
ing more than two) ſhall be permitted to name a 
member to be added to the members ſo drawn by 
lot as aforeſaid ; but that as ſoon as the liſt of 
thirteen members ſhall be returned by the parties 
to the houſe, ſuch thirteen members ſhall imme- 
diately withdraw, and ſhall by themſelves chuſe two 
members then preſent in the houſe, whoſe names 
ſhall not have been drawn, to be added tothe ſaid 
thirteen members; and ſhall, within one hour from 
the time of their withdrawing, report the names 
of ſuch two members to the houſe; which two 
members ſhall be liable to be ſct aſide, on the like 
objections for which nominees may be ſet aſide 
by virtue of the ſaid act.; and in caſe ſuch two 
members, or either of them, ſhall be ſet aſide 
for any of the cauſes aforeſaid, then the ſaid thir- 
teen members ſhall chuſe one or two other mem- 
bers, as the caſe ſhall require, until two members 
are choſen, againſt whom none of the objections 
to nominees mentioned in the ſaid act ſhall be 
taken and allowed; and that the names of ſuch 
two members ſhall be then added to the faid liſt 
of thirteen members; and all the ſaid fifteen 
members ſhall be ſworn at the table, and they 


| ſhall be the ſelect committee appointed for the 
- Purpoſes expreſſed in this and the ſaid former 


act. 
7. And be it further enacted, That where the 


& ſaid nominees are by this act directed to be 
named 


— — 


11 GEORGIT III. CAP. 55. 199 
named by the ſaid thirteen members, no mem- — 
ber preſent at the time of the ballot ſhall depart 8 
from the houſe until the time for the meeting of Seer. 
the ſaid ſelect committee ſhall be fixed. 


A. D. 1771 
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An Alk to incapacitate John Burnett, Oc. and others 
from voting at Elections of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, and for the preventing Bribery and 

Corruption in the Election of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament for the Borough of New Shoreham, 
in the County of Suſſex. 


© WHtREaAs a wicked and corrupt ſo- 
ciety calling itſelf the Chriſtian ſociety, hath for 
ſeveral years ſubſiſted in the borough of New 
Shoreham in the county of Suſſex, and conſiſted 
of a great majority of perſons having a right to 
vote at elections of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough ; and whereas it ap- 
pears that the chief end of the inſtitution of the ſaid 
ſociety, was for the purpoſe of ſelling, from time to 
time, the ſeat or ſcats in parliament for the ſaid 
borough; and whereas J7ohn Burnett, &c. and 
others were members of the ſaid ſociety: In order 

therefore to prevent ſuch unlawful practices for 
the future, and that the ſaid borough from hence- 
forth be duly repreſented in parliament; be it 
enacted by the King's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this pre- 
N 4 ſent 
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ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That the ſaid Jahn Burnett, &c. 
and others ſhall be, and by virtue of this act are, 
from henceforth incapacitated and diſabled from 
giving any vote at any election for the chuſing a 
member or members to ſerve in parliament. 
2. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That from henceforth it ſhall and 
Freetolders a- may be lawful to and for every freeholder, being 


bove 21 years of 


ge, of 40%. an. above the age of twenty-one years, who ſhall have 
. within the rape of Bramber, in the ſaid county of 

2 Suſſex, a freehold of the clear yearly value of forty 
ſhillings, to give his vote at every election of a 
burgeſs or burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, for 
the ſaid borough of New Shorebam. * 

3-, And be it further enacted by the autho- 
8 —— rity aforeſaid, That the right of election of a 
veſted. member or members to ſerve in parliament, for 
the faid borough of New Shoreham, ſhall be and 
is. hereby declared to be in ſuch freeholders as 
aforeſaid, and in the perſons who by the cuſtom 
and uſage of the faid borough have, or ſhall 
hereafter have, a right to vote at ſuch election, 
thoſe whoſe names are mentioned herein and in- 
capacitated and diſabled by this act only ex- 
cepted ; and the conſtable or other proper offi- 
cer for the time being, to whom the return of 
ſuch precept or writ does belong, is hereby re- 
quired to return the perſon or perſons, to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, who ſhall 
have the major number of votes of ſuch free- 
holders, and other perſons having a right to vote 
at ſuch election, (except ſuch perſons as are 

herein- 
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herein-before excepted) any law or uſage to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that every ſuch frecholder before he is 


admitted to poll at any election for the ſaid bo- 


rough, ſhall, if required by the candidates, or any 
of them, or any other perſon having a right to 
vote at the ſaid election, firſt take the oath, (or 
being one of the people called Quakers, the ſo- 
lemn affirmation) following, vi. 
« You ſhall ſwear, or being a Quaker ſolemnly 
affirm, That you are a freeholder in the rape of 
Bramber, in the county of Suſſex, and have a 
freehold eſtate, conſiſting of 
(ſpecifying the nature thereof, and if it conſiſts in 
meſſuages, lands or tithes, in whoſe occupation 
the ſame are; and if in rent, the names of the 
owners or poſſeſſors of the tenements, out of which 
ſuch rent is iſſuing, or ſome of them) lying or be- 
ing at within the rape of Bramber, in the 
county of Suſſex, of the clear yearly value of forty 
ſhillings, over and above all rents and charges 
payable out of or in reſpect of the ſame; and that 
you have been in the actual poſſeſſion or receipt 
of the rents and profits thereof, for your own uſe 
above twelve kalendar months; (or that the ſame 
came to you within the time aforeſaid by deſcent, 
marriage, marriage ſettlement, deviſe, or promo- 
tion to a benefice in a church, or by promotion 
to an office) and that ſuch freehold eſtate has not 
been granted or made to you fraudulently, on 
purpoſe to qualify you to give your vote; and 
that 


Freeholders, be- 
fore admitted to 
poll, to take the 
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Oath. 
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that the place of your abode is at in 
and that you are twenty-one years of age as you 
belicve; and that you have not been polled be- 
fore at this election 

Which oath or ſolemn afirmation, the con- 
ſtable, or other proper officer to whom the return 
of any writ or precept for ſuch election ſhall be- 
long, is hereby required to adminifter; and in 
caſe any frecholder or other perſon, taking the ſaid 
oath or affirmation hereby appointed, ſhall there- 
by commit wiltul perjury, and be thereof con- 
victed; or if any perſon ſhall unlawtully and cor- 
rupily procure or ſuborn any freeholder or other 
per ſon to take the ſaid oath or affirmation, in 
order to be polled, whereby he ſhall commit ſuch 
wilful perjury, and ſhall be thereof convicted, 
he and they, for every ſuch offence reſpeCtively, 


. ſhall incur ſuch penalties as are inflicted on per- 


ſons guilty of perjury or ſubornation of perjury, 
in and by two acts of parlament, one made in 
the 5th year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
(intituled, Anact tor puniſhing ſuch perſons as ſhall 
procure or commit wiltul perjury, or ſuborn or 
procure any perſon to commit any wiltul or cor- 
rupt perjury); and the other made in the 2d 


ycar of his late majeſty's reign, ( intituled, An act 


for the more effectual preventing and further 
puniſhment of forgery, perjury, and ſuborna- 
tion of perjury, and to make it felony to ſteal 
bonds, notes, or other ſecurities for payment of 
money), contrary to the ſaid acts. 

5. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


the day of the rity aforeſaid, that ſuch conſtable, or other proper 


Officer 
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officer to whom any writ or precept ſhall be direct- 
ed for making any election for the faid borough, 
ſhall, upon the reception of ſuch writ or precept, 
indorſe, upon the back thereof the day of his re- 
ceipt thereof, in the preſence of the party from 
whom he received ſuch precept; and ſhall forth- 
with cauſe public notice to be given within the 
ſaid ' borough of New Shoreham, and at the 
towns of Bramber and Steyning, in the faid 
county of Suſſex, by fixing up a notice thereof 
in writing on the market houſes or on the doors 
of the churches of the faid towns, of the day of 
election; and ſhall proceed to election thereupon 
within the ſpace of twelve days, and not leſs 
than eight days, next after his receipt of the os 
Precept. 

6. And be it further enacted, by the ainkos 
rity aforeſaid, That this act ſhall be publicly read The a& to be 
at every election for the ſaid borough of N⁹mm bien. 
Shoreham, immediately after the acts directed 
by any act of parliament to be read thereat, and 
before the perſons preſent ſhall proceed to make 
tuch ons 


A. D. 1771. 
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1772, any per- 
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An Af for giving relief in Proceedings upon Writs 
of Mandamus for the Admiſſion of Freemen into 
Corporations ; and far other Purpoſes therein men- 

| ” d, ' 


W HEREAS divers perſons, who have 
a right to be admitted citizens, burgeſles, or free- 
men, of divers cities, towns corporate, boroughs, 
cinque ports, and places, within that part of 
Great Britain called England and Wales, being 
refuſed to be admitted thereto, have, in many 
caſes, no other ordinary remedy to procure them- 
ſelves to be admitted to the franchiſes of being 
citizens, burgeſſes, or freemen, than by writs of 
mandamus, the proceedings on which are very 
dilatory and expenſive ; and, although any ſuch 
writ of mandamus is obeyed, the perſon apply- 
ing is nevertheleſs put to great and unneceſſary 


trouble, delay, and expence; and whereas by 


the laws now in being, in many caſes, no pro- 
viſion is made for giving coſts to the party ſuing 
out any ſuch writ where the fame is obeyed: For 
remedy whereof, be it enacted, by the king's 
moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal 
and commons in this preſent parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 


from and after the firſt day of Auguſt, 1772, 
2 | where 
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where any perſon ſhall be entitled to be admitted gegen. 


admitted a citi- 


a citizen, burgeſs, or freemen, of any ſuch city, zen, &c. of any [40 

town corporate, borough, cinque port, or place, rs. l 4 

and ſhall apply to the mayor, or other perſon, * 12 

officer, or officers, in ſuch city, town corporate, 1 

borough, cinque port, or place, who hath or ll 

have authority to admit citizens, burgeſſes, and 

freemen therein, to be admitted a citizen, bun- | 

geſs, or freemen thereof; and ſhall give notice, 1 — | 

ſpecifying the nature of his claim, to fuch mayor, , ak 

or other officer or officers, that if he or they 

ſhall not ſo admit ſuch perſon a. citizen, bur- 

geſs, or freeman, within one month from the 

time of ſuch notice, the court of king's bench 

will be applied to for a writ of mandamus, to 1. may 

compel ſuch admiſſion ; and if ſuch mayor, or aamit fuck 

other officer or officers, ſhall, after ſuch notice, — ſhall 

refuſe or neglect to admit ſuch perſon, and a writ pettg tis 4. 

of mandamus ſhall afterwards-iſſue to compel ſuch . 

mayor, or other officer or officers, to make ſuch 

admiſſion, and, in obedience to ſuch writ, ſuch 

perſons ſhall be admitted by the ſaid mayor, 

or other officer or officers, a citizen, burgeſs, 

or freeman of ſuch city, town corporate, bo- 

rough, cinque port, or place, then ſuch per- 

ſon ſhall (unleſs the court ſhall ſee juſt cauſe to 

the contrary) obtain and receive from the ſaid 

mayor, or other officer or officers, ſo neglecting 

or refuſing as aforefaid, all the coſts to which . =7 

he ſhall have been put in applying for obtain- 

ing and ſerving ſuch writ of mandamus, and 

enforcing the ſame, by a rule to be made by the 

court out of which ſuch writ ſhall iflue, for the 
pay- 
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payment thereof, together with the coſts of apply- 
ing for, obtaining, ſerving, and enforcing the 
ſaid rule; and if the rule ſo to be made ſhall 
not be obeyed, then the ſome ſhall be enforced in 
ſuch manner as other rules made by the ſaid 
court are or may be enforced by law. 
2. And, in order that it may be known what 
1 perſons are, from time to time, admitted free- 
reemen to be 
admitted to in- men or burgeſſes of any city, corporation, bo- 
1 rough, or cinque port, be it further enacted by 
— 83 the authority aforeſaid, That the mayor, bailiff, 
town clerk, or other officer of any city, corpo- 
ration, borough, or cinque port, having the cuſ- 
tody of, or power over, the records of the ſame, 
ſhall, upon the demand of any two freemen or 
burgeſſes, permit ſuch freemen or burgeſſes, and 
their agent or agents, at any time whatſoever, 
between the hours of nine in the morning and 
three in the afternoon, to inſpect the entries of 
admiſſion of freemen, burgeſſes, or other infe- 
rior corporaters, and to take copies or extracts 
therefrom, paying for every ſuch inſpection two 
ſhillings and fix-pence ; and for every ſuch copy 
or extract, not exceeding ſeventy-two words, 
the ſum of four-pence ; and ſo in proportion for 
Mayor, baik, all ſuch copies or extracts: and if any mayor, 
&c. denying in- bailiff, town clerk, or other officer, ſhall refufe 
—— 2 deny the inſpection of any ſuch entries, or to 
give l, dere. give copies or extracts thereof, as before direct- 
Soiree ed z*he or they ſhall, for every ſuch denial or 
refuſal, forfeit and pay the ſum of one hundred 
pounds to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame ; 
to be recovered, with full coſts of ſuit, by 14 
0 
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of debt, in any of his majeſty's courts of record 


at Weſtminſter ; in which action, it ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient for the plaintiff to alledge in his declara- 
tion, that the defendant or the defendants is or 
are indebted to the ſaid plaintiff in the ſum of 
one hundred pounds for money had and received 
to his uſe; provided that ſuch action ſhall be 
commenced within the ſpace of one year after 
the cauſe of it ſhall have ariſen, and not after- 
wards, 
A. D. 1772. 


— — I — * — 


AN NO 14" GEORGII II. CAP. IS. 


An A for making perpetual Two As, paſſed in | 


the 10th and 11th Years of the Reign of His 
preſent Majeſty for regulating the Trials of con- 
troverted Elections, or Returns of Members ta 
ſerve in Parliament. 


WIIEREAS an act, paſſed in the 1oth 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, 
An act to regulate the trials of controverted elec- 
tions, or returns of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, which act was made to continue for a li- 
mited time only; and whereas another act, paſſed 
in the 11th year of the reign of his ſaid ma- 
jeſty, intituled, An act to explain and amend an 
act, made in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, in- 
tituled, An act to regulate the trials of contro- 
verted elections, or returns of members to ſerve 
in parliament;' and whereas the proviſions of the 

| ſaid 
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by action of 
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ed within one 
year atter the 
cauſe ſhall bave 
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Act 10 Geo. 3. 


and 


Act 11 Geo. 3. 
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faid recited acts are well adapted to procure to 
the commons of this realm a free and impartial 
trial of controverted elections of members to 
ſerve in parliament, and have been found, by ex- 
perience, to be practicable and beneficial: May 
it therefore pleaſe your majeſty that it may be 
enacted, and be it enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, that the ſaid 
| recited acts, paſſed in the 1oth and 11th years 
made perpetual Of his preſent majeſty, ſhall be, and are hereby 
n made, perpetual. , A. D. 1774. 


AN NO 14 GEORGII III. CAP, 58. 


An AF for repealing an Act made in the Firſt Year 
of the Reign of King Henry the Fifth, and ſo 
much of ſeveral Ads of the 8th, 10th, and 
234 Years of King Henry the Sixth, as relates 
to the Reſidence of Perſons to be elected Members 
to ſerve in Parliament, or of the Perſons by 
whom they are to be choſen. 


WHEREAS an a& of parliament was 

AR 1 Hen, s made in the firſt year of the reign of king Henry 
the fifth, ordaining and eſtabliſhing what ſort of 

people ſhall be choſen, and who ſhall be the 

chuſers of the knights and burgeſſes of the par- 

Anas He 6 liament ; and alſo an act in the 8th year of the 
reign of king Henry the ſixth, ordaining what 

ſort 
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ſort of men ſhall be chuſers, and who ſhall be 
choſen knights of the parliament: and alſo an act 
in the 10th year of the reign of his ſaid majeſty, 
requiring certain things in him who. ſhall be a 
chuſer of the knights of parliament ; and alſo 
an act in the 23d year of the reign of his ſaid ma- 
jeſty, directing who ſhall be knights for the par- 
liament, the manner of their election, and the 
remedy where one is choſen and another returned: 
and whereas ſeveral proviſions contained in the 
ſaid acts have been found, by long uſage, to be 
unneceflary, and are beceme obſolete; in order 
therefore to obviate all doubts that may ariſe upon 
the ſame, may it pleaſe your majeſty that it may 
| be enacted, and be it enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That the ſaid 
act, made in the 1ſt year of the reign of his ma- 
jeſty king Henry the Fifth, and every part there- 
of; and ſo much of the ſaid ſeveral acts, made 
in the 8th, the 1oth, and the 23d years of the 
reign of his majeſty king Henry the 6th, as re- 
lates to the reſidence of perſons to be elected 
members to ſerve in parliament, or of the per- 
ſons by whom they are to be choſen, ſhall be, 
And the fame are hereby repealed. 

| A. D. 1774. 
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AxNo 157 GEORGII 111, car. 36. 

An AZ to explain and "amend an A made in the 

' 10th Year of the Reign of bis preſent "Majeſty, 
mntituled, An Af to enable the- Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons to iſſue bis Warrants to make 
out New Writs for the Choice of Members 10 
ſerve in Parliament, in the room of ſuch Mem- 
bers as ſhall die during the Receſs of Parliament ; 
and for enabling th! Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons to make out New Writs for the Choice 


Members to ſerve in Parliament, in the room 


of ſuch Members as ſhall, during the receſs of Par- 
liament, become Peers of Great Britain, and be 


ſummoned to Parliament ; and for ſuſpending the 


Execution of the ſaid A with reſdect to the Bo- 
rough of Shafteſbury, in the County of Dorſey, 
during the next Receſs of Parliament. 


WHEREAS by an act, paſſed in the 10th 
year of his preſent majeſty's reign, (intituled, An 
act to enable the ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 
mons to iſſue his warrants to make out new writs 
for the choice of members to ſerve in parliament, 
in the room of ſuch members as ſhall die during 
the receſs of parliament,) the ſpeaker of the 
houſe of commons is required to iſſue his war- 
rants to the clerk of the crown to make out new 
writs in the room of members who die during a 
receſs of parliament for more than twenty days, 


v.hethzr by prorogation or adjournment, the 
deaths 
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deaths of ſuch members having been certiſied in 
writing to him under the hands of two members 
of the houſe of commons, and fourteen days notice 
being firſt given by the ſpeaker of the houſe of 
commons thereof, and of his intentions to iſſue 
ſuch warrants, by inſerting ſuch notice in the 
London Gazette; and whereas inconveniencies 
might ariſe if ſuch notice ſhould be inſerted in the 
London Gazette, and ſuch warrant ſhould be 
iſſued by the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, 
in the caſe of the death of a member, which ſhall 
not be certified to the ſpeaker of the houſe of 
commons ſo long before the actual meeting of 
the houſe of commons for the diſpatch of buſineſs 
as that the ſaid notice may be inſerted, and the 
fourteen days expire, before the ſaid meeting of 
the houſe of commons; or in the caſe of the 
death of a member againſt whoſe election or re- 
turn a petition had been preſented to the houſe 
of commons, and was depending at the time of 
ſuch prorogation or adjournment: For prevent- 
ing the ſame, be it declared and enacted by the 
king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
nothing in the ſaid act contained extends, or ſhall 
be conſtrued to extend, to require the ſpeaker of 
the houſe of commons to inſert notice in the 
London Gazette, or iſſue his warrant to make 
out a new writ in the room of any member de- 
ceaſed, whoſe death ſhall not be duly certified to 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons ſo long be- 
fore the actual meeting of the houſe of commons 
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for the diſpatch of buſineſs as that the ſpeaker of 


the houſe of commons may be able to inſert no- 


tice thereof, and of his intention to iſſue ſuch 
warrant, fourteen days at the leaſt before ſuch 
meeting of the houſe of commons; or for the 
election of a member to ſerve in parliament for 
any county, ſhire, city, borough, cinque port, 
or place, in the room of any member deceaſed, 
againſt whoſe election or return for ſuch county, 
ſhire, city, borough, cinque port, or place, a 
petition had been preſented to the houſe of com- 
mons, and was actually depending at the time of 
ſuch prorogation or adjournment. - 

2. And whereas it would tend eil archer topro- 


mote the purpoſes of the faid act of the roth year 


of his preſent majeſty, and to prevent thoſe in- 
conveniences and diſorders which may be occa- 
ſioned for want of more ſpeedy elections of mem- 
bers of the houſe of commons, if the proviſions 
of the ſaid act were extended tothe caſes of mem- 
bers who ſhall become peers of Great Britain, be 


it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That from 


Speaker to iſſue 
his warrants, 
during a receſs, 
for eiecting 
members in the 
room of thoſe be- 


come peers of 


Great Britain. 


and after the end of this preſent ſeſſion of parlia. 
ment, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſpeaker 
of the houſe of commons for the time being, dur- 
ing the receſs of parliament for more than twenty 
days, whether by prorogation or adjournment, 
and he is hereby required to iſſue his warrants to 
the clerk of the crown, to make out new writs 
for electing members of the houſe of commons 


in the room of ſuch members as ſhall, during ſuch 


. receſs, become peers of Great Britain, as ſoon as 


he ſhall reccive notice, by a certificate under the 
hands of two members of the houfe of commons, 
I that 


15 GEORGIL I. CAP.. 36. 


that a writ of ſummons hath been iſſued under 
neee 


members to parliament. 
3. Provided alſo, That after the receipt of 


ſuch certificate, the like notice in the London The like notice 
Gazette ſhall be given by the ſpeaker, as is re- > given 5 of 
quired i in the caſe of members deceaſed ; and Gy 


ſuch notice and warrant ſhall be ſubject and liable 
to the ſame exceptions and regulations as are re- 
quired by the ſaid act and by this preſent act, in 
the caſe of notices to be given, and warrants to 
be iſſued in the room of members dying during a 
receſs. 

4. And whereas it has — to the houſe 
of commons, that there was the moſt notorious 
bribery and corruption at the laſt election of 
members td ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
the borough of Shafion otherwiſe Shafteſbury, in 
the county of Dor/et; and whereas in conſequence 
thereof, and until the houſe of commons ſhall 
have an opportunity of making a further enquiry 
into the perſons concerned in the faid bribery and 
corruption, the houſe of commons have provided, 
that no writ do iſſue for the electing of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough during 
the preſent ſeſſion of parliament ; but as It may 
2 during the next receſs of parhament, 


the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons may, by 


virtue of the ſaid recited act of the 10th year of 
his preſent majeſty, be required to iſſue his war- 
rant to the clerk of the crown to make out a new 
writ for the electing of a burgeſs to ſerve in par- 
liament for the faid borough of Shafte/bury ; and 
whereas the ifluing ſuch writ, during the next re- 
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ceſ of parliament, might 'rend to defeat thoſe 
meaſures which i it may be proper to take in con- 
ſequence of the ſaid notorious bribery and cor- 
ruption: Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 


- That the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons ſhall 


not be enabled, by virtue of the faid recited act, 
to iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the crown to 
make out a new writ for the ſaid borough of 
Shafton otherwiſe Shafteſbury, in the county of 
Dorfet, during the ſaid next —— oh Parlia- 
ment. 


0: 2 "a a . " * A. D. 1775. 
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ts att for * ths enſuing Election of a Knight of 


, the Shire for the County of Southampton, at the 
| - Town: of New Alresford in the ſaid nn. 


Wenns ern d me n the 
8th year of the reign of his late majeſty king 
George the Second, intituled, © An act for re- 
gulating the quartering of ſoldiers during the time 
of the elections of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment,“ it is enacted, That when and as often as 
any election of any member or members to ſerve 
in parliament ſhall be appointed to be made, the 
ſecretary at war, 'or the perſon who ſhall officiate 
in the place of the ſecretary at war, ſhall, at ſome 


convenient time before the day appointed for fuch 


election, iſſue and ſend forth proper orders for 
the removal of all ſoldiers, who ſhall be quartered 
n « 
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or billetted in any city, borough, town, or place, 
where ſuch election ſhall be appointed to be made, 
out of every ſuch city, borough, town, or place, 
one day at leaſt before the day appointed for ſuch 
election, to the diſtance of two or more miles 
from ſuch city, borough, town, or place, and 
not to make any nearer. approach thereto, until 
one day at the leaſt after the poll to be taken at 
ſuch election ſhall be ended, and the poll books 
cloſed, ' under certain penalties and diſabilities in 
the ſaid act mentioned; and whereas. by an act, 
made in the 7th and 8th years of king William 
the Third, for the further regulating elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament, and for the pre- 
venting irregular proceedings of ſheriffs, and other 
officers, in cle&ting and returning ſuch members, 
it is enacted, That upon every election of any 
knigt of the ſhire, the ſheriff ſhall hold his 
county court at the moſt public and uſual place 


of election, and where the ſame. has been uſually 


held for forty years; and whereas an election is 
ſoon to be held for a knight of the ſhire for the 
county of Southampton, and if not otherwiſe pro- 
vided for, will be held at the city of Winche/- 
ter (being the uſual place for holding elections 
for the ſaid county) at which place many French 
and Spaniſh priſoners are now confined, for the 
ſafe keeping of which a number of troops or ſoldiers 
are abſolutely neceſſary, and cannot be removed 
from thence without manifeſt danger, as well to the 
inhabitants of the ſaid city and all perſons reſorting 
thereto, as to the public in general: Be it there- 
fore enacted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, 
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by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this 
2 preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
Are w be hd rity of the ſame, that the ſaid election ſhall be 
2 a of begun and held at the town of New Aregford, 
Wachfler. in the ſaid county of Southampton; and that the 
county court for the ſaid county -at which: the 
faid election ſhall be made (whether the fame 
county. court be holden by adjournment, or 
otherwiſe) ſhall be holden at the faid town of New 
Atresford, and not at Winchefter aforeſaid; and 
the adjournment of the ſaid county court, if any 
ſuch has been made, and is now depending, to 
the ſaid city of M incheſter, or any other place, 
ſhall be deemed and taken to be legally made to 
the faid town of New Atresford; any law, uſage, 
or cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding ; and 
the ſheriff of the ſaid county, or his deputy, are 
hereby authoriſed and required to adjourn the 
poll, from the ſaid town of New Alresford, to 
Newport in the e of Wight, in the manner 
directed in and by an act made in the 7th and 
$thyears of the reign of king William the Third, 
(intituled, An Act for the further regulating 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament, and 
and other officers in the electing and returning 
. 7 PI A NEIIR 
eee eee 
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An Ad to remove certain Difficulties relative to 
Voters at County Elettions. 


| WHEREAS the ſeveral laws now in being 
for aſcertaining the rights of , perſons claiming to 
vote in the elections of knights of the ſhire to 
ſerve in parliament, for that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, are difficult to be carried in- 
to execution, and great delays and inconveniencies 
have been occaſioned by the numberleſs diſputes 
which have ariſen at county elections concerning 
ſuch rights: for remedy whereof, be in enacted 
by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal and commons in this preſent par- 
liament aſſembled, and by the authority of the After Jan. 1, 
ſame, That, from and after the firſt day of Janua- t wie 4 any 
ry, 1781, no perſon ſhall vote for the electing — 
of any knight or knights of the ſhire to ſerve in Vt who bus 
parliament, within that part of Great Britain * dbe /od tax 


called England, or the principality of Wales, in tas, © meats 
reſpect of any meſſuages, lands, or tenements, — 
which have not, for ſix kalendar months next be- 
fore ſuch election, being charged or aſſeſſed to- 
wards ſome aid granted or to be granted to his 
majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, by a land tax, 
(in caſe any ſuch aid be then granted and aſſeſſ- 
able, ) in the name of the perſon or perſons who 
{hall claim to vote at ſuch election for or in reſpect 
of 


Certain caſes to 
which this act 
Hall not extend. 


Provided the 
c aimant*s quali - 
fication has been 
aſſeſſed ty the 
hand tax, in the 
name of his pre- 
deceſſor, within 
two years before 
the election. 
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of any ſuch meſſuages, lands, or tenements, or 
in the name of his or their tenant or tenants, ac- 
tually occupying the fame as tenant or tenants of 
the owner or landlord thereof. 

2. Provided always, That this act, with reſpect 
to ſuch rating and aſſeſſing as aforeſaid, ſhall not 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to annui- 
ties or fee-farm rents (duly regiſtertd) iſſuing 
out of any meſſuages, lands, or tenements, rated 
or aſſeſſed as aforeſaid: nor ſhall the fame extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend, to any perſon 
who became entitled to ſuch meſſuages, lands, 
or tenements, for which he "ſhall vote, or 
claim to vote as aforeſaid, by deſcent, marriage, 
marriage ſettlement, deviſe, or promotion to 
any benefice in à church, or by promotion to 
an office, within twelve kalendar months next 
before ſuch election; but ſuch perſon ſhall be en- 
titled to vote at ſuch election, if the meſſuages, 
lands, or tenements, for which he ſhall vote, or 
claim to vote, as aforeſaid, have been, within 
two years next before ſuch election, rated or aſ- 
ſeſſed to the land tax, in the name of the perſon 


or perſons by br through whom ſuch perſon 


voting, or claiming to vote, as aforeſaid, ſhall 


derive his title to the meſſuages, lands, or tene- 


ments, for which he ſhall vote, or claim to vote, 
as aforeſaid, or in the name of ſome predeceſſor, 
within two years next before ſuch election, of 
ſuch perſon claiming to vote in reſpect of any 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or pro- 
motion to an office, or in the name of the tenant 
or tenants of ſuch perſon or perſons, ſuch tenant 


Or 


/ 


*s 


20 OOROII IN, CAP. 17. 


or tenants actually occupying ſuch meſſuages, 
lands, or tenements. 
3. And be it further enacted, | That the com- 
miſſioners of the land tax for that part of Great 
Britain called England, or the- principality of 
Wales, at their reſpective meetings held for ap- 
pointing aſſeſſors of the land tax for the ſeveral 
pariſhes and places lying within the diviſion for 
which ſuch commiſſioners ſhall act, ſhall cauſe to 
be delivered to each of the ſaid aſſeſſors, a printed 
form of aſſeſſment, as ſet forth in the ſchedule 
hereunto annexed ; and the faid aſſeſſors are 
hereby required to make their aſſeſſiments ac- 
cording to the faid form; and ſhall make three 
duplicates of ſuch aſſeſſments ; and ſhall (at leaſt 
fourteen days before ſuch afſeſiment ſhall be de- 
livered to the commiſſioners of the land tax for 
the county, riding, or diviſion, within which the 
pariſh or place for which ſuch aſſeſſment ſhall 
be made ſhall lie) cauſe one of the ſaid dupli- 
cates, or a fair copy thereof, to be ſtuck up upon 
one of the doors of the church or chapel of the 
pariſh or place for which ſuch aſſeſſinent ſhall be 
made; but in caſe ſuch aſſeſſment ſhall be made 
for an extra-parochial or any other place, where 
there is not any church or chapel, then ſuch aſ- 
ſeſſment ſhall be ſtuck up upon one of the doors 
of the church or chapel in a pariſh next adjoin- 
ing; and if any perſon or perſons (renting, hold- 
ing, or occupying, any meſſuages, lands, or te- 
nements, in any ſuch pariſh or place) ſhall 
rent, hold, or occupy meſſuages, lands, or tene- 
ments, belonging to different owners or pro- 
prietors, the ſame ſhall be ſeparately and diſtinctly 
| rated 


Ag 


Commiſſioners 

of the land tax 
to de iver to aſ- 
ſe lors a printed 
firm of an aſ- 
ſeſſment, who 
are to make their 
aſſeſſments ac- 
cording thereto. 


A duplicate of 
aſſeſſments to be 
ſtuck up on the 
door of the pa- 
riſh church, &c. 


ified i 
on. whale 


names are omit- 
ted in aſſeſſ- 
ments, may 2p- 
peal to the com- 
miſlioners 3 


wie are to a- 
mend the afleft- 
ments where de- 
Kctisc. 


An amended du- 
plicate to be re- 
turned to the aſ- 
{Efiors, and de- 
livered to the 
cler of the 
Fa at the next 
quarter ſeſſions. 
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rated and aſſeſſed in ſuch aſſeſſments, that the 
proportion of the land tax to be paid by each ſe- 
parate owner or proprietor, reſpectively may be 
known and aſcertained ; and the faid duplicates 
ſhall be delivered to the land tax commiſſioners, at 


their meeting for the receipt of aſſeſſments; and if 


the name of any owner or owners of any meſſu- 
ages, lands, or, tenements, in ſuch pariſh or place, 
entitled to vote as aforeſaid, ſhall not appear or be 
included. in ſuch aſſeſſment, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for ſuch perſon or perſons, by himſelf or 
themſelves, or by his or their agent or agents, to ap- 
peal to the commiſſioners of the land tax, to whom 
ſuch aſſeſſments ſhall be returned; and every per- 
ſon ſo intending to appeal ſhall, and is hereby re- 
quired to give notice thereof in writing to one or 
mo: e of the aſſeſſors of the pariſn or place where- 
in he is rated; and the ſaid commiſſioners, on 
fufficient cauſe to be ſhewn, ſhall amend the du- 
plicates of ſuch aſſeſſments, by inſerting therein 
the name or names of the actual occupier or oc- 
cupiers, and of the owner or owners of ſuch meſ- 
ſuages, lands, or tenements, or the perſon or 
perſons entitled to, or in the actual receipt of the 
rents, iſſues, and profits thereof, or by eraſing 
the name of any perſon, who ſhall appear to them 
to have been improperly inſerted therein ; and the 
faid commiſſioners are hereby required to cauſe 
ane of the ſaid duplicates ſo amended (after the 
{ame ſhall be duly ſigned and ſealed by the ſaid 
commiſſioners, or any three of them) to.be re- 
turned to the ſaid aſſeſſors, or one of them; and 
ſuch aſſeſſors are hereby required to deliver ſuch 
— fo amended, within ten days after the 


receipt 
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receipt thereof, to one of the chief conſtables of 
the hundred, lathe, or wapentake, within which 
the pariſh or place for which ſuch aſſeſſment was 
made ſhall lie, taking the receipt of ſuch chief 
conſtable for the ſame, and which receipt ſuch 
chief conſtable is hereby required to give; and ſuch 
chief conſtable is hereby alſo required to deliver 
ſuch duplicate upon oath (which oath the ſaid 
magiſtrates are hereby impowered to adminiſter) 
without any alteration, at the next general quar- 
ter ſeſſions of the peace for the county, riding, or 
diviſion, within which ſuch afſeſſment ſhall be 
made, in open court, the firſt day of ſuch ſeſ- 
frons, to the clerk of the peace attending ſuch 
ſeſſions, to be by him filed and kept amongſt the 
records of the ſeſſions. 

4. And be it further enacted, That if any aſſeſ- 
for ſhall negle& to deliver ſuch duplicate fo 
amended, to ſuch chief conſtable as aforeſaid, or 
if ſuch chief conſtable, to whom the ſame ſhall be 
delivered, ſhall neglect to deliver the ſame to ſuch 
clerk of the peace, at the next general quarter 
ſeſſions of the peace as aforeſaid, or ſhall wilfully 
alter or deface any ſuch duplicate; every ſuch af- Penatty on a- 
ſeſſor and chief conſtable ſo offending ſhall, for — 
every ſuch offence, and for every ſuch duplicate {ty aunticas = 
ſo neglected to be delivered as aforeſaid, forfeit the drecks. 
ſum of five pounds, to be levied and recovered in 
the manner herein-after mentioned. 

5. And be it further enacted, That at the Mi- If clerk of the 
chaelmas ſeſſions in every year, the clerk of the 15. tvs all Foy 
peace, or his deputy, attending ſuch ſeſſions, in de ende, A. 
every county, riding, or diviſion, as aforeſaid, ſhall, 2m {eihons 


yearly, the conrt 


before mall immediate - 
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ly fine the chief hefore the concluſion of ſuch ſeſſions, examine 


Ws conſtables mak- 
ing default. 


On failure of 
payment, fines 
may be levied by 
diſtceb. 


In cafe chief 
conſtables make 
dach that aſſeſ- 


whether the duplicates of all the aſſeſſments within 
ſuch county, riding, or diviſion, ſhall have been 
delivered for that year; and if it ſhall appear 
that any ſuch duplicates have not been received 
by or delivered to ſuch clerk of the peace, or his 
deputy, by the proper chief conſtables, then 
and in ſuch caſe ſuch clerk of the peace, or his 
deputy, ſhall report the ſame to- the court, and 
the court. ſhall immediately ſet and impoſe the 
faid fine or fines of five pounds upon ſuch chief 
conſtables, for the hundred, lathe, or wapentake, 
within which the pariſh or place for which ſuch 
duplicate or duplicates, of the aſſeſſment or aſſeſſ- 
ments not returned ſhall lie; and the ſaid clerk 


of the peace, or his deputy, ſhall give to ſuch 


chief conſtables immediate notice of ſuch fine or 
fines; and if the ſame is or are not immediately 
paid, the juſtices aſſembled in the faid quarter 
ſeſſions ſhall, by order of court, iſſue a warrant 
of diſtreſs for the recovery thereof, directed to 
the conſtable or conſtables of the reſpective pa- 
riſhes or places where ſuch chief conſtables ſhall 
live; and ſuch warrant ſhall be delivered or tranſ- 


mitted by the clerk of the peace, or his deputy, 


to ſuch conſtables, or one of them, who is and 
are hereby required to levy ſuch fine or fines, by 
diſtreſs and fale of the goods and chattels of ſuch 


chief conſtables, rendering the overplus (if any) 


to the owners of ſuch goods and chattels, after 
deducting the reaſonable charges of ſuch diſtreſs. 
6. Provided always, That if ſuch chief conſtables 
ſhall voluntarily make oath at ſuch ſeſſions, that 
ſuch 
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ſuch duplicate or duplicates was or were not de- 
livered to them, or either of them, by ſuch aſ- 
ſeſſor or aſſeſſors, then, and in ſuch caſe, the ſaid 
fine or fines, herein- before directed, ſhall be ſet 
and impoſed upon ſuch aſſeſſor or aſſeſſors, of the 
pariſh or place, pariſhes or places, for which 
ſuch duplicate or duplicates ſhall not be returned; 
and the juſtices aſſembled in ſuch quarter ſeſ- 
ſions ſhall, by order of court, iſſue a warrant of 
diſtreſs for the recovery thereof, directed to the 
conſtable or conſtables of ſuch pariſh or place, or 
reſpective pariſhes or places, or to ſuch other 
perſon or perſons as ſuch juſtices ſhall think pro- 
per; and alſo ſhall, by order of court, require 


223 


ſors neglected to 
deliver ſaid du - 


plicates to them, 


the chief conſtables, or one of them, to give 


notice to ſuch aſſeſſor or aſſeſſors, that ſuch fines 

have been ſet and impoſed ; and ſuch chief con- 
ſtables are hereby required to ſerve ſuch notices 
upon ſuch aſſeſſors within fourteen days next at- 
ter ſuch ſeſſions ; and if ſuch aſſeſſors, or one of 
them, ſhall not deliver ſuch duplicate, or the 
chief conſtables” receipt for the ſame, to the clerk 
of the peace, or his deputy, for ſuch county, 
riding, or diviſion, within ten days after being 
ſerved with ſuch notice, then and in ſuch caſe 
the ſaid clerk of the peace, or his deputy, ſhall 
deliver or tranſmit ſuch warrant of diftreſs againſt 
the aſſeſſor, to the perſon or perſons to whom 
the ſame ſhall be directed, who is hereby re- 
quired to levy the faid fine ſet upon ſuch aſſeſſor 
by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and chattels of 


then the fines 
ſhall be levied on 
the ſaid aſſeſſ· 
ors, except they 
deliver the du- 
plicates, &c. 

within 10 days 
after notice 1 


ſuch aſſeſſor or aſſeſſors, rendering the overplus 
| (if 
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(if any) to the owner or owners, ater deduQting 
| the reaſonable charges of ſuch diſtreſs. 
But if affeffor, 7. Provided always, That if ſuch aſſeſſors, or 
— — either of them, ſhall, within the ſaid ten days 
duce to ccc ee after ſuch notice, produce to the ſaid clerk of the 


of the peace the 


chief contables* Peace, or his deputy, the receipt of ' ſuch chief 
Sto tall be'eri- conſtables, or one of them, for ſuch duplicate, 
bles. then and in ſuch caſe fuch clerk of the peace, or 
his deputy, ſhall deliver or tranſmit the warrants 
againſt ſuch chief conſtables, or ſuch of them 
who ſhall have ſigned ſuch receipt, to the proper 
conſtable or conſtables to whom the ſame ſhall be 
directed, that the ſame may be executed as afore- 
faid, and the warrant or warrants for levying the 
fine or fines upon ſuch aſſeſſor ( or aſſeſſors ſhall 
not be executed. 

8. And be it further enacted by the abe 
aforeſaid, That the fines to be ſet and impoſed 
upon ſuch chief conſtables and aſſeſſors as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall, after the ſame ſhall be fo levied and 
recovered, be, by the perſon or perſons who ſhall 

Fines to be paid levy and recover the ſame, paid to the treaſurer 
or be uns; of the county, riding, or diviſion, wherein the 
* ſame ſhall be levied or recovered, or the lawful 
deputy of ſuch treafFrer, to be applied and diſ- 

poſed of as part of the county ſtock, under the 

direction of the ſeſſions of ſuch county, riding, or 


diviſion. © 


When af. 9. And be it further enacted, That whenever 


— an — any aſſeſſment ſhall not have been made by the 


dak of dhe aſſeſſor or aſſeſſors of any pariſh or place, and re- 


baut dsds den turned to the chief conſtable, and by the chief 


may order them 
recurncd ker. corütable to che clerk of the peace, by the neglect 
With. or 


COTS — LY LI 95 1 


9 » 
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or default of any perſon - concerned therein, it 
fall and may be lawful for the faid juſtices at the 
faid quarter ſeſſions, or any two juſtices for ſuch 
county, riding, or diviſion, out of ſeſſions, to 
order and direct ſuch aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments 
forthwith to be made and returned in manner 
aforeſaid ; and ſuch aſſeſſments, ſo made and re- 
turned, ſhall have the ſame and the like effect as 
if made and returned at the time and in the man- 
ner herein- before directed. | 
10. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
ſon or perſons ſhall be diffatisfied, or ſhall think 
himſelf or themſelves aggrieved by any determina- 
tion of the ſaid commiſſioners of the land tax, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch perſon or per- Perſons aggriev- 
ſons to appeal againſt ſuch determination to the de gate t. 
general quarter ſeſſions of the peace for the coun- 
ty, riding, or diviſion, within which ſuch com- 
miſſioners ſhall act, which ſhall happen next after 
the cauſe of complaint ſhall have ariſen, giving 
ten days notice of ſuch appeal to one of the com- giving ten days 
miſſioners ſigning the duplicate of the ſaid afſeſſ. *"* 
ment, and alſo to one of the aſſeſſors of the pa- 
riſh or place where the eſtate, belonging to the 
perſon or perſons who ſhall think himſelf or 
themſelves aggrieved, ſhall lie; and the juſtices 
aſſembled in ſuch ſeſſions are hereby authorized 
and required, by examination upon oath (which 
oath the ſ.id juſtices are hereby authorized to ad- 
miniſter), to hear and determine the matter of 


ſuch appeal, and to amend ſuch aſſeſſments where 
Juſtices may 


they ſhall think neceſſary ; and alſo to award ſuch 3 4 K. 


coſts as to them in their diſcretion ſhall ſeem rea- 
P ſcnable ; 
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ſonable; and by their order or warrant to levy the 
coſts which ſhall be ſo awarded, by diſtreſs and 
ſale of the goods and chattels of the perſon or 
perſons againſt whom the ſame ſhall be fo award- 

ed, rendering the overplus (if any) to the owner 
or owners, after deducting the regfpnable charges 
of ſuch diſtreſs.” _ 

11, And be it further 1 That if the faid 
commiſſioners, upon any appeal before them, and 

Any perſon, alſo the ſaid juſtices in ſeſſions upon any appeal 
appeal, ſhall ap- before them, ſhall find it requiſite to inſert in ſuch 
>" den aſſeſſments, or the duplicates thereof, the names 
mene, a be Of any perſon or perſons, which ſhall appear to 
— _ ſuch commiſſioners, or to ſuch juſtices, to have 
n. been improperly omitted, ſuch perſon or perſons 
3 ſhall be taken and deemed to be rated in ſuch 
aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, as effectually, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, as if the name or names of 
ſuch pcrſon or perſons had been originally uſo 
in ſuch aſſeſſment by the aſſc ſſors. 

12. And whereas diſputes have ariſen, whether 
the huſbands of women entitled to the dower or 
thirds, at common law, out of the eſtates of their 

Huſbands of wo- former huſbands, ſhall be entitled to vote in the 
men enttiet election of members of parliament, unleſs dower 
rate of weir has been aſſigned and ſet out, by metes and bounds, 


firmer huſ- 


binde, may vote for ſuch women; be it therefore further enacted, 
in reſpect there- 


2 ere ne. That where any woman, the widow of any perſon 
not been ſet out tenant in fee or in tail, ſhall be entitled to dower 
Ow or thirds, by the common law, out of the free- 
hold eſtate which her huſband died ſeiſed or 
Sl we of, 1 es intermarry with a ſecond 


huſband, 


kuſband, ſuch ſecond huſband ſhall be entitled to 
vote in reſpect of ſuch dower or thirds, if ſuch 
dower or thirds ſhall be of the clear yearly value 
of forty ſhillings, or upwards, although the ſame 
has not been aſſigned or ſet out by metes or 
bounds, if ſuch ſecond huſband ſhall be in the 
actual receipt of the profits of fuch dower, and 
the eſtate from whence the ſame iſſues is rated to, 
and contributes to the land tax in the name of the 
actual owner of the lands or tenements, from 
whence ſuch dower or thirds ariſes or iſſues. 

13. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for all 
and every perſon or perſons, at all ſeaſonable 
times, to reſort to and inſpect the ſaid duplicates, — IP 
or any part thereof, in the hands of ſuch clerk of 
the peace, or his deputy, paying for every ſearch Wt 
into, or inſpection of, ſuch duplicates, or any -'M 
part thereof, one ſhilling, and no more ; and the Ki 
laid clerk of the peace, or his deputy, is hereby Cle:k of the Lil. 
required and directed, upon demand, to deliver Bens 2 af bl 
a true copy or copies of all ſuch duplicates, or dean TR 
of ſuch part or parts of them, or any of them, of 
which a copy ſhall be demanded, to any perſon 
or perſons who ſhall demand or deſire the fame, 
(fuch copy or copies to be ſigned by ſuch clerk 
of the peace, or his deputy, purporting the ſame 
to be a true copy or true copies,) and for which 
copy or copies ſuch clerk of the peace, or his 
deputy, ſhall be paid at and after the rate of ſix- 54 bring pai 


» for (very 


pence, and no more, for every three hundred zoo wares. 
words or figures, and ſo in proportion for any | 
| P 2 leſſer 


Duplicates, &c, 
to be deemed le- 
ga! evidence. 


Cl-rk of the 
peure, or his de- 
* puty, to attend 
a: every election 
or a knight of 
the ſhire, with 
original! dupli- 
c2i2*, at the re- 
queſt of any can- 
dilate 5 


Such candidate 
t- pay him 2]. 
2-. forcachday's 
a' *ndance, and 
1. 6d. per mile 
fo travelling 
charges. 
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lefſer number of words or figures; which ſaid 
duplicates, and alſo a true copy of them, or any 
of them, or any part of them, ſigned as afore- 
faid, and alſo the duplicate of any aſſeſſment in 
the poſſeſſion of the commiſſioners of the land 
tax, or in the poſſeſſion of the receiver- general 
of the county, or a copy of the ſaid duplicates, 
ſigned by ſuch commiſſioners, and purporting 
the ſame to be a true copy, ſhall, at all times 
and in all places, be allowed and admitted 
as legal evidence of ſuch aſſeſſments, certifi- 
cates, memorials, and books of entries, in all 
caſes whatſoever ; and ſuch copy ſhall be deliver- 
ed in a reaſonable. time after the ſame ſhall be 
demanded. | 

14. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That ſuch clerk of the peace of eveiy 
county, riding, or diviſion, in whoſe office fuch 
duplicates . ſhall be filed as aforeſaid, or his de- 
puty, ſhall, upon reaſonable notice, attend. at 
every election of a knight or knights of the ſhire 
for ſuch county, with the ſaid original duplicates, 
at the requeſt of any candidate, or the agent or 
agents of any candidates; the perſon or perſons 
requeſting the ſame making ſuch clerk of the 
peace, or his deputy, a ſatisfaction for ſuch at- 
tendance, at and after the rate of two guineas for 
each day of his attendance at ſuch election, to- 
gether with an allowance of one ſhilling and ſix- 
pence a mile for the coſts and charges he may be 


at, or put unto, in his journey from tie place of 


his abode to and from the place of ſuch elec- 
tion. n 
15. And 
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- 15. And be it further enacted, That after iſſu- Aferifuingany 


writ for election 


ing any writ or pre cept for the election of a knight of = county 


or knights of the ſhire for any county within that clerk of we 
part of Great Britain called England, or the do- tear fon 
minion of Wales, the clerk of the peace, or his des de 18. 
_ deputy, ſhall, and he is hereby required to at- n of the 


county are uſual- 


tend, gratis, from day to day, from the hour of * 2 
nine in the forenoon to three in the afternoon, in d &c. * 
each day, at the place where the records of ſuch 
county, riding, or diviſion, are uſually kept, 
from the time of the delivery of ſuch notice to the 
day immediately preceding the day of election of 
ſuch knight or knights, for the purpoſe of re- 
ceiving applications for che inſpection of ſuch 
duplicates, and for making copies of them, or 
any of them, or of ſo much of them, or any of 
them, - which he ſhall be requeſted to Copy as 
aforeſaid. EY 

16. And be it further enacted, That if any clerk 
of the peace, or his deputy, ſhall negle& or refuſe 
to permit ſuch duplicates, or any of them, or any 
part of them, or any of them, to be inſpected by 
any perſon or perſons who ſhall requeſt the ſame 
as aforeſaid, or ſhall neglect or refuſe to- deliver 
any copy or copies of the ſame, or any part there- 
of, within the time before mentioned, or ſhall ne- 
glect to attend as aforeſaid at the place where the 
records of ſuch county, riding, or diviſion, are. 
uſually kept, or at any county election, with ſuch 
duplicates, in purſuance of tlie directions of this 
act; every ſuch clerk of the peace, or his de- Penalty — —— 
puty, ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the hisdeputy, aak- 
ſum of five hundred pounds to the party ag- "OY 

P 3 gtieved, 
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— we fo grieved, provided ſuch action is brought within 
ewomonths, &c. two months after the offence ſhall have been com- 
mitted ; and if no ſuch action ſhall be brought 
within the ſaid time, then to any perſon who ſhall 
ſue for the ſame in the manner herein-after men- 
tioned ; and ſhall alſo forfeit his office of clerk of 
the peace, or deputy, the ſame to be abſolutely 
void on ſuch clerk of the peace, or his deputy, 
being convicted of ſuch offence; and ſach clerk 
of the peace, or deputy clerk of the peace, ſhall 
be rendered incapable of being again appointed a 
clerk of the peace, or deputy clerk of the peace, 
or of acting as ſuch, in or for any county, rid- 
ing, or diviſion, whatſoever. 
17. And be it further enacted by the authority 
Final judgement aforeſaid, That final judgement upon any verdict 


upon any verdict 


G ente. h to be obtained againſt ſuch clerk of the peace, 
be deemed ſuffi- Or deputy clerk of the peace, for the recovery 


cencoonne® of fuch forfeiture, ſhall be deemed and taken to 
be a ſufficient conviction of ſuch offence, without 
any other proſecution or conviction whatſoever ; 
and immediately after ſuch judgement, the ſaid 
office of clerk of the peace, or deputy clerk of 
the peace, ſhall be abſolutely void, to all intents 
and purpoſes whatſoever. 
A And be it further enacted by the authority 
be recovered, aforeſaid, That the forfeitures or penalties laid or 
impoſed againſt ſuch clerk of the peace, or de- 
puty clerk of the peace, by this act, ſhall and 
may be rccovered, with full coſts of ſuit, by ac- 
tion of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any 
of his majeſty's court of record at Weſtmin- 
| 8 5 no eſſoin, 7 or wager of 
; law, 
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law, or more than one imparlance, ſhall be al- 


lowed. 

19. Provided always, and be it further enacted 
and declared, That no perſon ſhall be liable to any 
forfeiture or penalty by this act laid or impoſed, 
unleſs proſecution be commenced within twelve 
kalendar months next after ſuch forfeiture or pe- 
nalty ſhall be incurred. A. D. 1780, 


FORM or ASSESSMENT, 


| Ges A. An aſſeſſmnent made in purſu- 
| in he Jad un ance of an act of parliament, 
| : paſſed in the 

year of his majeſty's reign, 
for granting an aid to his 
majeſty by a land tax, to be 
raifed in Great Britain, for 
the ſervice of the year 17 


— WY - —D 


4 


Names of Proprietors. Names of Occupiers. Sums aſſeſſed. 
er 
E. F. — as D. — | — — 
C. D. —| GH — — — 
J. X. ) — 
and ö * N. O. — ] — — 
L. M. — 

v. 9 | 2 1 
59. — and f — — — 
Lens 
Signed this. day of 
17 by us 
_—_ | Aſſeſſors. 
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_" ANNO 21˙ GEORGII II. car. 43. 


An Af for continuing an 48, made in the 20th 
Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, in- 
tituled, an Af for exempting the City of Win- 
cheſter, the County of Southampton, the Town 

_ of Shrewſbury, and the County of Salop, out of 
the Proviſions of an Aft, made in the 8th Year of 
the Reign of his late Majeſty King George the Se- 
cond, intituled, © An AR for regulating the Quar- 
tering of Soldiers during the Time of the Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, ſo far as the 

fame relates to the Removal of Troops during the 
Elections of Members to ferve in 5 far 
a limited Time, 


\- WHEREAS an aft was made in the 
30 Geo. 3. e. 3e. laſt ſeſſion of parliament, (intituled, An Act for 
exempting the city of Mincbeſter, the county of 
Southampton, the town of Shrewſbury, and the 
county of Salop, out of the proviſions of an 
act, made in the 8th year of the reign of his 
late majeſty king George the Second, intituled, 
An act for regulating the quartering of ſoldiers 
during the time of the elections of members to 
ſerve in parliament,' ſo far as it relates to the re- 
moyal of troops during the elections of members 
to ſerve inparliament, for a limited time,) which 
was to continue in force until the end of this 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament ; and whereas it is 

| expedient that the ſaid act ſhould be continued 
for 
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for a further term: be it therefore enacted by 

the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 

the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 

temporal and commons in this preſent parlia- 

ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the 

ſame, That the ſaid act ſhall be further con- rd ul toe 

tinued until the end of the next ſeſſion of parlia- 2% me ont 

ment. meats 5 
A. D. 1780. 


— — — — — 
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An AX for the better regulating Eleftions of Citizens 
to ſerve in Parliament for the City of Coventry. 


WHEREAS the right of election of citi- 
zens to ſerve in parliament for the city of Coven- 
try, is, by the laſt determination of the houſe of 
commons, of the twentieth day of November, 
1722, declared to be in ſuch freemen as have 
ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to one and the 
ſame trade in the ſaid city, or the ſuburbs there- 
of, and do not receive alms or weekly charity, 
ſuch freemen being duly ſworn and inrolled ; and 
whereas great frauds and abuſes were committed, 
in clandeſtinely admitting perſons, having no ſuch 
right to the freedom of the city of Coventry, 
during the laſt election of members to ſerve in 


. parliament for the ſaid city, in order to influence 


the ſaid election, to the great infringement of the 
rights of the true electors of the ſaid city, and 
in violation of the freedom of elections: to pre- 
vent ſuch practices for the future, be it enacted 


by 


234 


An open council 
to be held at Ft. 


— Hall, on 
the firſt and laft 
T veſday in every 
month. 
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by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords fpiritual and 
temporal and commons in this preſent parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That, from and after the paſſing of this 
act, an open council ſhall be held at Saint Mary's 
Hall in the ſaid city, on the firſt and laſt Tue/- 
day in every kalendar month, for the purpoſe, 
on the firſt Tugſday in each month, of receiving 
and proclaiming aloud the names of every per- 
fon or perſon who ſhall then preſent, or cauſe to 
be preſented, an account in writing of the par- 
ticulars of his or their claim to the freedom of 
the ſaid city, and for the purpoſe, on the laſt 
Tueſday in each month, of admitting to the 
freedom of the ſaid city ſuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall then appear and claim to be ſo admitted, 
he or they firſt verifying upon oath the particu- 
lars of his or their claim delivered in at the pre- 
ceding council; and that the council which ſhall 
be holden on the firſt Tugſday in each month. 
ſhall aſſemble at ten in the morning, and con- 
tinue open a convenient time, for receiving ſuch 


claims as ſhall then be preferred; and the coun- 


. + Gil which ſhall be holden on the laſt Tuęſday in 


each month ſhall continue open from the hour of 
ten in the morning till three o'clock in the after- 
noon of the ſame day, or for ſuch ſhorter time 
as ſhall be found ſufficient for hearing and deter- 
mining any claims which ſhall then have been 
preferred; and if any ſuch claims ſhall then re- 


main unheard or undetermined, the faid council 


ſhall be adjourned from day to day, and con- 
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tinue open on each day in manner aforeſaid, for 
hearing and determining ſuch claims. 

2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That, from and after the paſſing of this 
act, no greater fee than three ſhillings, over and 


235 


above the expence of the neceſſary ſtamps, ſhall L The 


be demanded or taken of any perſon or perſons 


at any ſuch council. 

3. And be it further enacted, by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall be admitted to 
the freedom of the ſaid city, at any council to be 
held for that purpoſe, who ſhall not produce evi- 


dence of regular indentures or deeds of ap- Particu'ars to be 
obſerved by di 


_— o 


prenticeſhip for ſeven years, as required by the 


reſolution aforeſaid, and who ſhall not alſo de- 


clare upon oath the pame or names of his maſ- 
ter or maſters, the trade to which he ſerved un- 
der him or them, the place of his or their reſi- 
dence during the time he ſerved, and of his own 
reſidence at the time of his claiming to be ad- 
mitted to the freedom of the ſaid city; and that 
it ſhall be lawful for ſuch perſons ſo claiming their 
freedom as aforeſaid, to come to ſuch council at- 
tended with their agents, who ſhall be preſent 
at their admiſſion, if they ſo require it; and ſuch 
council are hereby authorized and required to ad- 
miniſter ſuch oath as aforeſaid. 


expence of tak - 


ing up the free- 


who ſhall be ſo admitted to his or their freedom m. 


4. And be it further enacted by the authority Town clerk to 


aforeſaid, That the town clerk ſhall enter all the 


name of each pei ſon who is admitted to the free- 
dom of the ſaid city; and that the ſaid town clerk 
I | | and 


enter tae ab ve 
particulars in a 


above particulars in the admiſſion hook under the — 
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and the mayor, and each of the members com- 
poſing the council at which ſuch freemen ſhall be 
admitted, ſhall openly ſubſcribe their names to 
the ſaid entries. 

Lifts of te F. And be it further enacted by the authority 


names of all the 


— * aforeſaid, That liſts of the names of all perſons 
paſted on the Claiming to be admitted freemen, and of all the 
church dar freemen admitted at any council to be held in 
the manner aforeſaid, ſhall be. made out in writ- 
ing, and ſigned by the town clerk, and be paſted 
or fixed upon the doors of all the churches in 
Coventry, within twenty-four hours after the 

holding of ſuch council. 
6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
2 —— aforeſaid, That no council ſhall be held for re- 
certain time ſpe- ceiving Claims of perſons claiming to be admitted 
— to the freedom of the ſaid city after the day on 
which notice ſhall be given by the ſheriff or ſhe- 
riffs, according to the ſtatute, of any election for 
a member or members to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid city, till after the final cloſe of every ſuch 

election. 5 

. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That, at every election of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, every 
perſon who ſhall come to poll at ſuch election, 
ſhall, if required by any candidate at ſuch elec- 
tion, or by any two or more perſons having a 
right to vote at ſuch elections, previous to his 
EleQors to be being permitted to poll, take the following oath, 
or, being one of the perſons called Quakers, ſhall 
ſolemnly affirm the effect thereof (that is to 
lay) 


0 3 
2 4 4. 


« You 
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e You do ſwear, That your name is A. B. and The ot 
that you have been admitted to the freedom of the 
city of Coventry under indentures, or deeds of ap- 
prenticeſhip, and that you have ſerved ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip to one and the ſame trade 1n 
the ſaid city, or the ſuburbs thereof; and that 
you are of the age of twenty-one years, or up- 
wards; and have not been polled before at this 
election. So help you God.“ 
Which oath the returning officer or officers, or his 
deputy, is hereby impowered to adminiſter. 
8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That all perſons who ſhall be guilty Penaky on pee 
of wilful and corrupt perjury, in conſequence of — 2 
any oath which they ſhall have taken by the di- - 
rection of this act, ſhall, on conviction thereof, 
incur and ſuffer the like pains and penalties to 
which any other perſon convicted of wiltul and 
corrupt peijury is liable by the laws and ſtatutes 
of this realm. | 
9. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
_ rity aforeſaid, That if the returning officer or of- 
ficers, at any election of a member or members 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, ſhall wil- 
fully admit any perſon to poll at ſuch election | 
without his having firſt taken the above-men- Penalty on te- 
tioned oath, if required ſo to do, in manner afore- fr aedag 
ſaid, the ſaid returning officer or officers ſhall, Fn mul 
for every ſuch offence, forfeit and pay the ſun. of fu 
one hundred pounds to him, her, or them, who 
ſhall ſue for the ſame. | | | 
10. And be it further enacted by the authority Anton members 
aforeſaid, That if the mayor, and the other —— admit 
ate | members 
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members compoſing any council to be held for 


Pent'ty on town 
cierx tor mac ing 
traudulent eu- 
Tics, &cC, 


To what free- 
men this act thail 
extend. 


the purpoſe of proclaiming the perſons preſenting 
accounts of their claim to the freedom of the ſaid 
city, or for the purpoſe of admitting ſuch per- 
ſons to the freedom of the faid city, ſhall refuſe 
to proclaim, or to admit ſuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall come and prove their titles according to 
the proviſions of this act, they ſhall, for every ſuch 
offence, forfeit and pay the ſum of one hundred 
N 
Provided always, Thar if any doubts ſhall 
Wy as to the legality of the titles ſo ſworn to, 
ic ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid council to 
hear witnefles, and admit evidences to diſprove 
the ſame. 
12. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That if the town clerk ſhall neglect 
to make the. proper entries, or ſhall make any 


falſe and fraudulent entries in the admiſſion book; 
or if he ſhall neglect to make out and ſign tlie 
liſts of the freemen admitted, and cauſe them to 
be paſted or fixed on the doors of the churches in 
manner herein- before directed; or if he ſhall 
make out, ſign, or cauſe to be paſted or fixed on 
the doors of the churches as aforeſaid, any falſe 
or fraudulent liſt, he ſhall, for every ſuch alfence, 
forfeit the ſum of ten pounds. 

13. Provided alſo, and it is hereby enacted 
and declared, That this act ſhall not extend, nor 
be conſtrued to extend, to any freemen of the 
ſaid city but ſuch as have a Tight to vote in the 
election of members to ſerve | in parliament for 
the ſaid city. | 
14. And 
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14. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
turning officer or officers ſhall, at all future elec- 
tions of citizens to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
city, cauſe the booth for holding ſuch election to 
be erected in the wideſt and moſt convenient part 


239 


Election booth 
where to be 


erected. 


of the open market-place called Croſs-cheaping, 


not contiguous to any other building. 
15. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That all penalties laid or impoſed 


by this ſhall be recovered, with full coſts of ſuif, 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, 
in any of his majeſty's courts of record at Weſt- 
minſter, wherein no eſſoin, protection, wager 
of law, or more than one imparlance, ſhall be 
allowed. : : 

16. Provided always, and it is hereby fur- 
ther enacted and declared by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That no perſon ſhall be liable to any pe- 
nalty by this act laid or impoſed, unleſs proſecu- 
tion be commenced within one year, after ſuch 
penalty ſhall be incurred. 

17. And it is further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That this act ſhall be deemed, ad- 
judged, and taken to be a public act; and be 
judicially taken notice of as ſuch, by all judges, 
Juſtices, and other perſons whomſocver, without 
ſpecially pleading the ſame. 

18. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that the dates of all decds or 
indentures of apprenticeſhip, together with the 
names of the parties, and their places of abode, 
which, from and after the paſſing of this act, ſhall 
be made and executed between any perſon or 


pe:fons 


Penalties how to 
be recovered. 


Limitation of 


actions. 


Public act. 


Deeds or inden- 
tures of appren- 


ſh al! be regiſter- 
cd by the town 


clerk, 


—c——e - 
—a = — — — P W- - - 
r wg ze oe tne wc co” cam * 
_ * E —— — — 4 — — 


| 
| 
{ 
$3 


yu 

we Cn 
nd 2D 

. — 


22 COR OTT IIT. CAP; 29. 


perſons reſiding in the ſaid city of Coventry; of 
the ſuburbs thereof, and his, her, or their ap- 
prentice or apprentices, under which ſuch ap- 
prentice or apprentices may hereafter have a right 
to be admitted to the freedom of the ſaid city, 
ſhall be regiſtered in a book to be kept for that 
purpoſe by the town clerk of the fame city for 
the time being, within the ſpace of ſix kalendar 
months next after the execution thereof; which 
the ſaid town clerk is hereby required to regiſter, 
and on fuch deeds or indenture to indorſe a cer- 
tilicate of ſuch regiſter; and in default thereof, 
fuch deeds or indentures ſhall, to all intents and 
purpoſes, be null and void. 
A. D. 1780. 


ANNO 22” GEORGII III. CAP. 29. 


An Ad fer further continuing an Ad, made in 
the 20th Year of the Reign of His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, intituled, An Al for exempting the City of 
Wincheſter, the County of Southampton, the Town 
of Shrewſbury, and the County of Salop, out of 
the Proviſions of an Af, made in the 8th Year 
of the Reign of His late Majeſty King George the 
Second, intituled, An Ad for regulating the 
guartering of Soldiers during the Time of the 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament; /o 
far as the ſame relates to the Removal of Troops 
during the Elections of Members to ſerve in Par- 
lament, ſer a limited Time, 


WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS an act was made in the 
2oth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, in- a0 Oeo. 3. e. 59. 
tituled, An act for exempting the city of Win- 
cheſter, the county of Southampton, the town 
of Shrewſbury, and the county of Salop, out of 
the proviſions of an act, made in the 8th year of 
the reign of his late majeſty king George the Se- 
cond, intituled, An act for regulating the quar- 
tering of ſoldiers during the time of the election 
of members to ſerve in parliament; ſo far as the 
fame relates to the removal of troops during the 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament, for 
a limited time; which was to continue in force 
until the end of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament ; 
which faid act was, by another act, made in the 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament, continued until the end 
of this preſent ſeſſion of parliament ; and where- 
as it is expedient that the ſaid act ſhould be con- 
tinued for a further term: Be it therefore en- 
acted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi- 
ritual and tæmporal and commons in this pre- 
ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That the ſaid act ſhall continue in further con- 
force during the preſent hoſtilities with France,  anqu. 
Spain, and Holland, or either of them. tilities. 

A. D. 1781, 
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Cert un free aold- 

ers intitled to 

vote for the bo- 

rouzh of Crick- 
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An Af for the preventing of Bribery and Corruption 
in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament 
for the Borough of Cricklade, inthe County of Wilts, 


| WHEREAS there was the moſt notorious 
bribery and corruption at the laſt election of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 


Cricklade in the county of Wilts; and whereas 


ſuch bribery and corruption 1s likely to continue 
and be practiſed in the ſaid borough in future, 
unleſs ſome means are taken to prevent the ſame : 
in order, therefore, to prevent ſuch unlawful prac- 
tices for the future, and that the ſaid borough 
may from henceforth be duly repreſented in par- 
liament: Be it enacted by the king's moft excel- 
lent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, 
in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, That from henceforth it 
ſhall and may be lawful to and for every free- 
holder, being above the age of twenty-one years, 
who ſhall have, within the hundreds or diviſions of 
Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, Kingſbridge, and 
Malmſbury, or one or more of them, in the 
county of Wilts, a freehold of the clear ycarly 
value of forty ſhillings, to give his vote at eveiy 
election of a burgeſs or burgeſſes to ſerve in par- 
liament for the {aid borough of Cricklade. 


I 2dly. 
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>dly. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the right of election of a member 
or members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 


borough of Cricklade, ſhall be, and is hereby. 


declared to be, in ſuch freeholders as aforeſaid, and 


in the perſons who, by the cuſtom and uſage of Cuſtomary weern 


the ſaid borough, have, or ſhall hereafter have, 
a right to vote at ſuch election; and the proper 
officer for the time being, to whom the return of 
every writ or proceſs does belong, is hereby re- 
quired to 1eturn the perſon or perſons to ſerve in 
parliament for the faid borough who ſhall have 
the major number of votes of ſuch freeholders 
and other perſons having a right to vote at ſuch 


election; any law or uſage to the contrary not- 


withſtanding. 

3dly. Provided always, That ſuch frecholders 
only ſhall be entitled to vote as ſhall be duly 
qualified to vote at elections for knights of the 
ſhire for the ſaid county of Wilts, according to 


the laws now in being for regulating county 
elections. | 
4thly. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
fity aforeſaid, That every ſuch frecholder, be- 
fore he is admitted to poll at any election for the 
ſaid borough, ſhall, if required by the candidates, 
or any of them, or any other perſon having a 
right to vote at the ſaid election, firſt take the 
oath, or, being one of the people called Quakers, 
the ſolemn affirmation following, viz. 
| © I do ſwear, [or, being a Quaker, ſolemnly 
affirm] That I am a freeholder in the hundreds 
er diviſions of Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, 
2 800 Q 2 | Malm- 
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No freeholders to 
vote but ſuch as 
are qualified to 
be county voters. 


Freeholders to be 
ſworn. 


The cath, 
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by promotion to an office]; and that ſuch freehold 


years of age, as I believe, and that I have not 
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Malmfſbury, and Kingſbridge, or any one or 
more of them, in the county of Wilts, and have 
a freehold eſtate, conſiſting of 
[ſpecifying the nature thereof; and if it conſiſts 
in meſſuages, lands, tenements, or tithes, in 
whoſe occupation the ſame are ; and if in rents, 
the names of the owners or poſſeſſors of the tene- 
ments out of which ſuch rent is iſſuing, or ſome 
of them], ſituate, lying, or being at 
in the aforeſaid hundreds or diviſions, or in one 
or more of them, of the clear yearly value of 
forty ſhillings, over and above all rents and 
charges payable out of, or in reſpect of the ſame; 
and that I have been in the actual poſſeſſion or 
receipt of the rents and profits thereof, formy own 
uſe, above twelve kalendar months, [or, that 
the ſame came to me within the time aforeſaid 
by deſcent, marriage, marriage ſettlement, de- 
viſe, or promotion to a benefice in a church, or 


eſtate has not been granted or made to me fraudu- 
lently, on purpoſe to qualify me to give my vote; 
and that the place of my abode is at 
in  » and that I am twenty-one 


been polled before at this election.“ 
Which oath, or ſolemn affirmation, the proper 
officer, to whom the return of any writ or precept 
for ſuch election ſhall belong, is hereby required to 
adminiſter : And in caſe any freeholder, or other 
perſon taking the ſaid oath or affirmation hereby 
appointed, ſhall thereby commit wilful perjury, 


and be thereof convicted; or if any perſon 
ſhall 
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ſhall unlawfully and corruptly procure or ſuborn 
any freehoftler or other perſon to take the ſaid 
oath or affirmation, in order to be polled, where- 
by he ſhall commit ſuch wilful perjury, and ſhall 


be thereof convicted, he and they, for every ſuch Penalty on com- 


offence reſpectively, ſhall incur ſuch penalties as 


are inflicted on perſons guilty of perjury, or ſubor- mY 


nation of perjury, in and by two acts of parliament 
one made in the 5thyear of the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, intituled, An act for puniſhing ſuch perſons as 
ſhall procure or commit wilful perjury, or ſuborn or 
procure any perſon to commit any wilful or cor- 
rupt perjury; and the other, made in the 2d 
year of the reign of his late majeſty king George 


the Second, intituled, An act for the more ef- 


fectual preventing and further puniſhment of for- 
gery, perjury, and ſubornation of perjury, and 
to make it felony to ſteal bonds, notes, or other 
ſecurities for payment of money, contrary to the 
8 

5thly. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That ſuch proper officer, to whom any 
writ or precept ſhall be directed for making any 
election for the ſaid borough, ſhall, upon the . 
receipt of ſuch writ or precept, indorſe upon the 
back thereof the day of his receipt thereof, in 
the preſence of the party from whom he received 
ſuch precept, and ſhall forthwith cauſe public 
notice to be given within the ſaid borough of 
Cricklade, and the ſeveral towns of Highwerth, 
Malmſbury, Swindon, and Wotton . Baſſet, by 


aiming up a notice thereof in writing on the 
Q 3 market» 


mitting perjurys 
or ſ{chornation 


As by 5 Elis. 


And 2 Geo. 2. 


How officer to 
proceed on re- 
eiving any writ 
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market-houſes, or on the doors of the churches 
of the ſaid towns, of the day of election; and 
ſhall proceed to election thereupon within the 
ſpace of twelve days, and not leſs than eight days, 
next after his receipt of the ſame precept. 
| 6thly. And be it further enacted by the authority 
This & to be aforeſaid, That this act ſhall be publicly read at 
ny eld. every election for the ſaid borough of Cricklade, 
immediately after the acts directed by any act of 
parliament to be read thereat, and before the per- 
ſon: preſent ſhall proceed to make ſuch election. 
A. D. 1781, 


— === 
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An All for better ſecuring the Freedom of Elections of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, by diſabling cer- 
tain Officers, employed in the Collection or Manage- 
ment of His Majeſty's Revenues, from giving their 
Votes at ſuch Elections. | 


For the better ſecuring the freedom of 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament, be 
it enacted by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this pre- 
ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 

From Aug- 1» of the ſame, That from and after the firſt day of 


miſfioner or of- . 
reno te of Auguſt, 1782, no commiſſioner, collector, 


—— "g or ſuperviſor, gauger, or other officer or perſon 
9 — — whatſoever, concerned or employed in the charg- 
= cu $ Co . 1 . f . k 

cual have any ing, collecting, levying, or managing the duties 
vote in the elec- 
tion of members 0 
of parliament. 
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of exciſe, or any branch or part thereof; nor any 
commiſſioner, collector, comptroller, ſearcher, or 
other officer or perſon whatſoever, concerned or 
employed in the charging, collecting, levying, 
or managing the cuſtoms, or any branch or part 
thereof; nor any commiſſioner, officer, or other 
perſon concerned or employed in collecting, re- 
ceiving, or managing, any of the duties on ſtamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper, nor any perſon 
appointed by the commiſſioners for diſtributing | 
of ſtamps; nor any commiſſioner, officer, or 
other perſon employed in collecting, levying, or 
managing any of the duties on falt ; nor any ſur- 
veyor, collector, comptroller, inſpector, officer, 
or other perſon employed in collecting, manag- 
ing, or receiving the duties on windows or houſes ; 
nor any poſtmaſter, poſtmaſters general, or his 
or their deputy or deputies, or any perſon em- 
ployed by or under him or them in receiving, col- 
lecting, or managing the revenue of the poſt- 
office, or any part thereof; nor any captain, 
maſter, or mate of any ſhip, packet, or other 
veſſel employed by or under the poſtmaſter or 
poſtmaſters general in conveying the mail to 
and from foreign ports, ſhall be capable of giv- 
ing his vote for the election of any knight of the 
ſhire, commiſſioner, citizen, burgeſs, or baron 
to ſerve in parliament for any county, ſtewartry, 
city, borough, or cinque port, or for chuſing any 
delegate in whom the right of electing members to 
ſerve in parliament, for that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, is veſted: And if any perſon, 

Q 4 hereby 
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hereby made incapable of voting as aforeſaid, 

ſhall nevertheleſs preſume to give his vote, during 

the time he ſhall hold, or within twelve kalendar 

months after he ſhall ceaſe to hold, or execute any 

of the offices aforeſaid, contrary to the true intent 

and meaning of this act, ſuch votes ſo given ſhall 

be held null and void to all intents and purpoſes 

* "whatſoever ; and every perſon ſo offending ſhall 

are diſqualified forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds; one moiety 

by this. thereof to the informer, and the other moiety 

thereof to be immediately paid into the hands of 

the treaſurer of the county, riding, ordiviſion, with- 

in which ſuch offence ſhall haye been committed, 

in that part of Great Britain called England; 

and into the hands of the clerk of the juſtices of the 

peace of the counties or ſtewartries, in that part 

of Great Britain called Scotland, to be applied 

and diſpoſed of to ſuch purpoſes as the juſtices at 

the next general quarter ſeſſion of the peace to be 

held for ſuch county, ſtewartry, riding, or diviſion, 

ſnall think fit; to be recovered by any perſon 

that ſhall ſue for the ſame, by action of debt, 

bill, plaint, or information, in any of his ma- 

jeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, in which 

no eſſoin, protection, privilege, or wager of law, 

or more than one imparlance, ſhall be allowed, 

or by ſummary complaint before the court of ſeſ- 

ſion in Scotland; and the perſon convicted on 

any ſuch ſuit ſhall thereby become diſabled and 

incapable of ever bearing or executing any office 

or place of truſt whatſoever under his majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, | 

2dly, 
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d 2dly. Provided always, and be it enacted, Not to extend ts 


commiſſioners of 


That nothing in this act contained ſhall extend, the land tax, or 


F 
or be conſtrued to extend, to any perſon or per- dne ben; 


ſons for or by reaſon of his or their being a com- 
miſſioner or commiſſioners of the land tax, or for 
or by reaſon of his or their acting by or under the 
appointment of ſuch commiſſioners of the land 
tax, for the purpoſe of aſſeſſing, levying, collect- 
ing, receiving, or managing the land tax, or any 
other rates or duties already granted or impoſed, 
or which ſhall hereafter be granted or impoſed by 
authority of parliament. 

3dly. Provided alſo, and be it further enacted, Nor to offices 
That nothing in this act contained ſhall extend, patent for any 
or be conſtrued to extend, to any office now held, ance ; 
or uſually granted to be held, by letters patent 
for any eſtate of inheritance or freehold. 

4thly, Provided always, and be it enacted by Nr to perfone 
the authority aforeſajd, That nothing herein con- their offces be- 
tained ſhall extend to any perſon who ſhall reſign 13. 
his office or employment on or before the ſaid 
firſt day of Auguſt, 1782. : 
- $thly. Provided allo, and be it enacted, That no Limitation of ac+ 
perſon ſhall be liable to any forfeiture or penalty 
by this act laid or impoſed, unleſo proſecution be 
commenced within twelve months after ſuch 
penalty or forfeiture ſhall be incurred. 


A. D. 1781, 
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An Act for reſtraining any Perſon concerned in any 
Cuntract, Commiſſion, or Agreement, made for the 
Public Service, from being elected, or ſitting and 
voting as a Member of the Houſe of Commons. 


Fon further ſecuring the freedom and inde- 
pendence of parliament, be it enacted by the 
king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent parliament 

Mn eo aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
this ſeſſion, all That, fiom and after the end of this preſent ſeſ- 
perſons Hons ſion of Parliament, any perſon who ſhall, di- 
ublic fervice, rectly or indirectly, himſelf, or by any perſon 


be incapa- 


_ * oy 's whatſoever in truſt for him, or for his uſe or be- 


tirg in the nefit, or on his account, undertake, execute, 

houſe of com- . . . 

mons. hold, or enjoy, in the whole or in part, any con- 
tract, agreement, or commiſſion, made or en- 
tered into with, under, or from the commiſ- 
ſioners of his majeſty's treaſury, or of the navy or 
victualling- office, or with the maſter general or 
board of ordnance, or with any one or more of 
ſuch commiſſioners, or with any other perſon or 
perſons whatſoever, for or on account of the pub- 
lic ſervice; or ſhall knowingly and willingly 
furniſh or provide, in purſuance of any ſuch 
agreement, contract, or commiſſion, which he 
or they ſhall have made or entered into as afore- 


faid, any money to be remitted abroad, or any 


Wares 
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wares or merchandize to be uſed or employed in 
the ſervice of the public, ſhall be incapable of 
being elected, or of fitting or voting as a mem- 
ber of the houſe of commons, during the time 
that he ſhall execute, hold, or enjoy, any ſuch 
contract, agreement, or commiſſion, or any part 
or ſhare thereof, or any benefit or emolument ariſ- 
ing from the ſame. 

2dly. And be itfurther mad by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any perſon, being a member of 
the houſe of commons, ſhall directly or indirect- 
ly, himſelf, or by any other perſon whatſoever in 
truſt for him, or for his uſe or benefit, or on his 
account, enter into, accept of, agree for, under- 
take, or execute, in the whole or in part, any 
ſuch contract, agreement, or commiſſion; as 
aforeſaid ; or if any perſon, being a member of 
the houſe of commons, and having already en- 
tered into any ſuch contract, agreement, or com- 
miſſion, or part or ſhare of any ſuch contract, 
agreement, or commiſſion, by himſelf, or by 
any other. perſon whatſoeyer in truſt for him, or 
for his uſe or benefit, or upon his account, ſhall, 
after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of 
parliament, continue to hold, execute, or enjoy 
the Ame, or any part thereof, the ſeat of every 
ſuch perſon in the houſe of commons ſhall be, 
and is hereby declared to be void. 

3dly. Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be 
conſtrued to extend, to any contract, agreement, 
or commiſſion made, entered into, or accepted, 
by any incorporated trading company in its cor- 
porate 


251 


Any member ac- 
cepting a con- 
tract, or con- 
tinuing to hold 
any contract at- 
ter the com- 
mencement of 
the next ſeſſion, 
his ſeat thail be 
void. 


Not to extend 
ated 

— 

nies. 
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porate capacity, nor to any company now exiſt. 
ing or eſtabliſhed and. conſiſting of more than ten 
perſons, where ſuch contract, agreement, or 
commiſſion, ſhall be made, entered into, or ac- 


cepted, for the general benefit of ſuch incorpo- 


Not to extend 
to contracts al- 
ready made for 
one years 


ration or company. 

4thly. Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That 
nothing in this act contained ſhall extend, or be 
conſtrued to extend, to any contract, agreement, 
or commiſſion, made, entered into, or accepted, 


before the paſſing of this act, the term whereof 


Clauſe relative to 


contracts which 
are not to ex- 
pire until a 
year "gs notice be 
tiven. 


will expire in the ſpace of one e year from the time 
of making thereof, 


5thly. Provided alſo, and bei it enacted, That 


where any contract, agreement, or commiſſion, 
has been made, ente: ed into, or accepted, with 


a proviſion that the ſame ſhall continue umil a 
year's notice be given of the intended diſſolution 


thereof, the ſame ſhall not diſable any perſon 
from fitting and voting in parliament until one 
year after the ſaid notice ſhall be actually given 


for the determination of the ſaid contract, agree- 


ment, or commiſſion, or till after twelve ka- 
lendar months, to be computed from the time of 
paſting this act. 

 6taly. Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That 
nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be con- 


ſtrued to extend, to any perſon on whom, after 


the paſſing of this act, the completion of any 


contract, agreement, or commiſſion, ſhall de- 


volve by deſcent or limitation, or by marriage, 
or as deviſee, legatee, executor, or adminiſtra- 
| tor, 


| 
4 
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tor, until twelve kalendar months after he ſhall 
have been in poſſeſſion of the ſame. 
- 7thly. Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That 


any perſon who is now a member of the houſe 
of commons, and holds and enjoys any ſuch 
contract, agreement, or commiſſion, as aforeſaid, * 

may be diſcharged from the execution thereof on 
giving twelve months notice to the perſon or 
perſons with or from whom ſuch contract, agree- 
ment, or commiſſion, is made, entered into, or 
accepted, of his deſire that the ſame ſhall ceaſe. 
and determine; and ſuch contract, agreement, 


or commiſſion, after the expiration of the term 


aforeſaid, ſhall be null and void. 

8thly. Provided alſo, That if any perſon ac- 
tually poſſeſſed of a patent for a new invention, 
or à prolongation thereof by act of parliament, 
and having contracted with government concern- 
ing the object of the ſaid patent before the paſſing 
of this act, ſhall give notice of his intention ta 
diſſolve the ſaid contract, the ſame ſhall be 
null and void from the time of giving ſuch 
notice, 

gthly. And be it 8 enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if any perſon hereby diſabled, 
or declared to be incapable to ſit or vote in par- 
lament, ſhall nevertheleſs be returned as a mem- 
ber to ſerve for any county, ſtewartry, city, bo- 
rough, town, cinque port, or place, in parlia- 
ment, ſuch election and return are hereby enacted 
and declared to be void; and if any perſon, diſ- 
abled and declared incapable by this act to be 
elected, ſhall, after the end of this preſent ſeſſion 

of 
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Members hold- 
ing contracts 

may be diſcharg- 
ed therefrom on 


ging 12 months 


Clauſe relative 
to patentees far * 
new inventions. 


If any perſon 
5 diſquali- 
ed, ſhall be ele. 
ed, ſuch ele- 
tion ſhall be 
void. 
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forfeit 500! for 
each day. 
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of parliament, preſume to ſit or vote as member 
of the houſe of commons, ſuch perſon ſo fitting 
or voting ſhall forfeit the ſum of five hundred 
pounds for every day in which he ſhall fit or 
vote in the ſaid houſe, to any perſon or perſons 
who ſhall fue for the ſame; in any of his ma- 


jeſty's courts at Weſtminſter ; and the money ſo 


forfeited ſhall be recovered by the perſon or per- 
ſons ſo ſuing, with full coſts of ſuit; in any of 
the {aid courts, by any action of debt, bill; plaint, 
or information, in which no effoin, privilege, 
protection, or wager of law, or more than one 
imparlance, ſhall be allowed ; or by ſummary 
complaint before the court of ſeſſion in Scot- 
land; and every perſon, againſt whom any ſuch 
penalty or forfeiture ſhall be recovered by virtue 
of this act, ſhall be from thenceforth incapable 
of taking or holding any contract, agreement, or 
commiſſion, for the public ſervice, or any ſhare 
thereof, or any benefit or emolument from the 
fame, in any manner whatſoever. 
tothly. And be it enacted, That in every ſuch 
contract, agreement, or commiſſion, to be made, 
entered into, or accepted, as aforeſaid, there ſhall 
be inſerted an expreſs condition, that no mem- 
ber of the houſe of commons be admitted to any 
ſhare or part of ſuch contract, agreement, or com- 
miſſion, or to any benefit to ariſe therefrom ; and 
that in caſe any perſon or perſons who hath or 
have entered into or accepted, or who ſhall enter 
into or accept, any ſuch contract, agreement, or 
commiſſion, ſhall admit any member or mem- 
bers of the houſe of commons to any part or 
ſhare 
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ſhare thereof, or to receive any benefit thereby, 
all and every ſuch perſon and perſons ſhall, for 
every ſuch offence, forfeit and pay the ſym of 
| five hundred pounds, to be recovered, with full 
coſts of ſuit, in any of his majeſty's courts of 
record at Weſtminſter, by any perſon or per- 
ſons who ſhall ſue for the ſame, by any action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in which 
no eſſdin, privilege, protection, or wager of 
law, or more than one imparlance, ſhall be al- 
lowed; or by ſummary complaint before the 
court of ſeſſion in Scotland. 
| r1thly. Provided alſo, and be it enafted, That uns en of 
perſon ſhall be liable to any forfeiture or penalty 
inflicted by this act, unleſs a proſecution ſhall be 
commenced within twelve kalendar months after 
ſuch penalty or forfeiture ſhall be incurred. 


A. D. 1781. 
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* AF to repeal ſo much of two As, made in the 
IOth and 15th Years of the reign. of his preſent 

' Majeſty, as authorizes the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons to iſſue his Warrant to the Clerk of the 
Crown for making out Writs for the Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, in the Manner 
therein mentioned; and for ern bat other Pro- 

viſions for the like Purpoſes. 


Wurrtas by an Act, made in the 
roth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, 
intituled, © An act to enable the ſpeaker of the 10 Ges. 3. c.41; 
the houſe of commons to iſſue his warrants to 
Lacks inake 


256 


and 15 Geo, 3. 
* Y 
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make out new writs for the choice of members 
to ſerve in parliament, in the room of ſuch mem- 
bers as ſhall die during the receſs of parliament ;” 
and alſo by another act paſſed in the 15th year 
of the reign of his preſent majeſty, for explain- 
ing and amending the faid act, and for enabling 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons to make 
out new writs for the choice of members to ſerve 
in parliament, in the room of ſuch members as 
ſhall, during the receſs of parliament, become 
peers of Great Britain, and be ſummoned to parlia- 
ment,” and for other the purpoſes therein menti- 
oned; ſeveral proviſions were made for enabling 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons to iſſue his 
warrants to the clerk of the crown to make out new 
writs for electing members of the houſe of com- 
mons in the room of ſuch members as ſhould 
happen to die, .or become peers of Great Britain, 
at the times, in the manner, and under, the re- 
ſtrictions in the ſaid ſeveral acts mentioned; and 
whereas the ſaid acts have been found highly ad- 
vantageous to the public, by cauſing ſpeedy electi- 
ons of members of the houſe of commons, and it 
is therefore expedient, that the proviſions therein 
contained ſhould be further extended, and freed 
from certain of the reſtrictions in the {aid acts par- 
ticularly ſpecificd, and alſo that ſome further pro- 
viſions ſhould be made for carrying the ſaid powers 
into execution, in the caſes of the death of the 
ſpeaker of the houſe of commons for the time 


being, or of his ſeat in parliament becoming va- 


cant, or of his abſence out of the realm ; and it 


would be alſo convenient that the proviſions con- 
3 | tained 
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tained in the ſaid two ſeveral acts of parliament, 
and of this act, ſhould be reduced into one act 
of parliament, and that, for that purpoſe, thoſe 
proviſions contained in the ſaid two ſeveral acts 
ſhould be repealed: Be it therefore enacted by 
the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal and commons in this preſent parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That, from and after the paſſing of 2 


this act, the ſaid act, paſſed in the 1oth year repealed; and 
of the reign of his preſent majeſty, and alſo 5 
ſo much of the ſaid act, paſſed in the 15th 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, as ena- 
bles the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons to 
iſſue his warrants to make out new writs for the 
election of members to ſerve in parliament, ſhall 
be, and the ſame are hereby repealed. 

2dly. And be it enacted, That, from and after 
the paſſing of this act, it ſhall and may be law- 
ful for the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons for 
the time being, during any receſs of the ſaid 8 
houſe, whether by prorogation or adjournment, dunag a receſs, 
and he is hereby required to iſſue His warrant to g for leet 
the clerk of the crown, to make out a new writ ie members in 


for electing a member of the houſe of commons nee who tal 
in the room of any member of the ſaid houſe peers of Great 
who ſhall happen to die, or who ſhall become a Rs 
peer of Great Britain, either during the ſaid 

receſs, or previous thereto, as ſoon as he ſhall 

receive notice, by a certificate, under the hands 

of two members of the houſe of commons, of the 4 ; ; 
death of ſuch member, in the firſt caſe; and in the — 


R ſecond 
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ſummon ſuch peer to parliament ; which certi- 


Certificates of 
vacancies to be 
notified jn the 
Gazette. 


Certain reftric- 
tions on the 
ſpeaker relative 


to iſſuing his 
warrant, 


| ſhall have been brought into the office of the 


be made with reſpect to any feat in the houſe of 4 


of the methods before-mentioned, by any mem- 


as that the writ for the election may be iſſued 
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ſecond caſe, that a writ of ſummons hath been 
iſſued, under the great ſeal of Great Britain, to 


ficate may be in the form, or to the effect, com- 
prized in the ſchedule hereunto annexed. 

3dly. Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons ſhall forth- 
with, after his receiving ſuch certificate, cauſe 
notice thereof to be inſerted in the London Ga- 
zette, and ſhall not iſſue his warrant until four- 
teen days after the inſertion of ſuch notice in * 
Gazette. 

Athly. Provided alſo, That nothing herein con- 
tained ſhall extend to enable the ſpeaker of the 
houſe of commons to iſſue his warrant for the 
purpoſes aforeſaid, unleſs the return of the writ 
(by virtue of which ſuch member deceaſed, or 
become a peer of Great Britain, was elected) 


clerk of the crown, fifteen days at the leaſt be- 
fore the end of the laſt ſitting of the houſe of 
commons immediately preceding the time when 
ſuch application ſhall be made to the ſpeaker of 
the houſe of commons to iſſue ſuch warrant as 
aforeſaid, nor unleſs ſuch application ſhall be 
made ſo long before the then next meeeting of 
the houſe of commons for the diſpatch of buſineſs, 


before the day of ſuch-next meeting of the houſe 
of commons; nor in caſe ſuch application ſhall 


commons which ſhall have been vacated in either 


3 ber 
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ber of that houſe againſt whoſe election or re- 1 
turn to ſerve in parliament a petition was depend- Ell 
ing, at the time of the then laſt prorogation of 4h 
parliament, or adjournment of the houſe of | 
commons. 

5thly. And whereas the due execution of this eber, eng 
act may be prevented or impeded by the death of numberot mem- 


bers of the houſe 


the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons for the time of commons to 
being, or by his ſeat in parliament becoming va- « given t kim 
cant, or by his abſence out of the realm, for 
which inconveniencies it is expedient to provide 

a remedy ; be it therefore enacted by the autho- 

rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for 

the preſent ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, 

and he is hereby required, within a convenient 

time after the paſſing of this act, and for every 

future ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, and he 

is hereby required within a convenient time after 

he ſhall be in that office, at the beginning of any 

parliament, by any inſtrument in writing under 

his hand and ſeal, to nominate and appoint a 

certain number of perſons, not more than ſeven, 

nor leſs than three, members of the houſe of 

commons at the time being, thereby authorizing 

them, or any one of them, to execute all and ſin- 

gular the powers given to the ſpeaker of the houſe 

of commons for the time being, for iſſuing ſuch 

warrants as aforeſaid, by virtue of this act, ſub- 

ject nevertheleſs to ſuch regulations and excep- 

tions as are herein alſo contained; which · inſtru- 
ment of appointment and authority ſhall, not- : ö of 
withſtanding the death of the ſpeaker of the houſe 9 
of commons making and executing the ſame, or 
| R 2 1 
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the vacating his ſeat in parliament, continue and 
remain in full force until the diſſolution of the 
parliament in which it ſhall be made. | 

6thly. Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
| whenever and as often as the ſaid number of per- 
When ſuch ſons, ſo to be appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall, by 


number ſhall be 
reduced to le death, or by their ſeats in parliament being va- 


. " cated, happen to be reduced to leſs than three, 
Ts it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſpeaker of the 
houfe of commons for the time being to make 
a new appointment in the manner herein-before 
directed. 
Appointments e =thly. Provided alſo, That every ſuch appoint- 


be entered in the : 
journals of the ment ſhall be entered in the journals of the houſe 


— 7 of commons, and be alſo publiſhed once in the 
8255 London Gazette; and the inſtrument of ſuch ap- 
pointment ſhall be preſerved by the clerk of the 

houſe of commons, and a duplicate thereof ſhall 

be filed in the office of the clerk of the crown in 

chancery. 

8thly. Provided alſo, That nothing in this act 

contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrucd to extend, 

to give any power or authority whatſoever to any 

perſon ſo to be nominated and appointed as afore- 

— na ſaid, except in the caſe of there-being no ſpeaker 
are impowered to Of the houſe of commons, or of his being ab- 
wy ſent out of the realm, nor for any longer time 
than ſuch perſon, ſo to be appointed as aforeſaid, 

ſhall continue a member of the houſe of com- 

mons; any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. 

Danes? the  gthly. And be it enacted, That the publiſher 
receipts for no- Of the Gazette for the time being, when any ſuch 
9 notice as aforeſaid of the iſſuing of any ſuch war- 
rant 


24 COROII III. CAP. 26. 


rant ſhall be brought to him, ſigned by any per- 
ſon ſo appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall give a receipt 
for the ſame, ſpecifying the day and hour when 
the ſame was received; and in caſe more than 
one ſuch notice ſhall be brought to him, relative 
to the ſame election, ſuch publiſher ſhall inſert 
in the Gazette only the notice firſt received. 


SCHEDULE. 


WE. whoſe names are underwritten, being 
two members of the houſe of commons, do here- 
by certify, That M. P. late a member of the 
faid houſe, ſerving as one of the knights of the 


ſhire for the county of [or as the 


caſe may be] died upon the day of 
[cr is become a peer of Great Britain], and that 
a writ of ſummons hath been iſſued, under the 
great ſeal of Great Britain, to ſummon him to 
parliament [or as the caſe may be]; and we give 
you this notice, to the intent that you may iſſue 
your warrant to the clerk of the crown, to make 
out a new writ for the election of a knight to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid county of 

[or as the caſe may be] in the room of the ſaid 

M. P. Given under our hands, this day of 

To the Speaker of © 

the Houſe of Commens. 

Note, That in caſe there ſhall be no ſpeaker of 
the houſe of commons, or of his abſence out 
of the realm, ſuch certificate may be ad- 
dreſſed to any one of the perſons appointed 
according to the directions of this act. 

A. D. 1784. 
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An Af to enable the Houſe of Commons to authorize 
the Select Committee, appointed to try the Merits 
of the Petition of the Honourable Saint Andrew 
Saint John, complaining of an undue Election for 
the County of Bedford, to proceed in caſe the ſaid 
Seleft Committee ſhall be reduced to a leſs Number 

ban is preſcribed by an Ad, made in the 10th 
Year of the Reign of His preſent Majeſty, inti- 
tuled, An A to regulate the Trials of Contro- 
verted Eleftions, or Returns of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, 


WHEREAS the ſelect committee ap- 
inted to try and determine the merits of the 
petition of the honourable Saint Andrew Saint 
Jobn, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn for the county of Bedford, haye made a 
conſiderable progreſs in the matters to them re- 
ferred, but are now, by the indiſpoſition of twa 
of the members of the ſaid ſelect committee, re- 
duced to thirteen; and if the ſaid committee 
ſhould be further reduged, by the indiſpoſition 
or death of any of the members remaining on 
the ſaid ſelect committee, the ſame would be diſ- 
ſolved, which would be attended with manifeſt 
injury and inconyenience to the parties concern- 
ed: Be it therefore enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and 
com- 
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commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 


and by the authority of the ſame, Thar if the r 
ſele& committee ſhall, by the indiſpoſition or t 11, the houſe 
commons may 


death of any of the ſaid members of the ſaid ſe- dec them to 
lect committee, be further reduced to eleven, it — Gem. * 
ſhall be lawful for the houſe of commons, upon 

application made to them for that purpoſe, to 

authorize and direct the ſaid ſelect committee to 

proceed in the matters referred to them, and re- 

port upon the ſame; which report ſhall be deem 

ed to be as valid as if the number of the ſaid ſe- 

lect committee had not been reduced to eleven; 

any thing in an act made in the 10th year of the 

reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, An act to 

regulate the trials of controverted elections, or 

returns of members to ſerve in parliament, to- 

the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 


Ing. 


A. D. 1785. 
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An AF to limit the Duration of Polls and Scrutinies, 
and for making other Regulations touching the 
Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament for 
Places within England and Wales, and for Ber- 
wick upon Tweed ; and alſo for removing Diffi- 
culties which may ariſe for want of Returns being 
made of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
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tinies, be it enacted by the king's moſt excellent 
R 4 majeſty, 


LT ana =o 
- - "> 


> See T7. 
n 
» — 


— 


— a 4 - 
1 os, 


— 

— — 
— * 44 — 
— n — 


— 


A 


— 
—— 


264 25 GEORGII III. CAP. 84. 


majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of 

the lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons in 

| this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
From Aug. 7; thority of the ſame, That, from and after the firſt 


1785, every poll 


muſt commence, day of Auguſt 1785, every poll which ſhall be 


— —— - demanded at any election for a member or mem- 
5 bers to ſerve in parliament for any county, city, 
mult not con borough, or other place, within England, Wales, 
15 days, or for the town of Berwick upon Tweed, ſhall 
commence on the day upon which the ſame ſhall 
be demanded, or upon the next day at fartheſt, 
(unleſs it ſhall happen to be a Sunday, and 
then on the day after ;) and ſhall be duly and re- 
gularly proceeded in from day to day (Sundays 
excepted) until the ſame be finiſhed, but ſo as 
that no poll for the election of any member or 
members to ſerve in parliament, ſhall continue 
more than fifteen days at moſt (Sundays except- 
ed); and if ſuch poll ſhall continue until the fif- 
teenth day, then the ſame ſhall be finally cloſed 
at or before the hour of three in the afternoon 
of the ſame day; and the returning officer or offi- 
Return to be Cers at every ſuch election ſhall, immediately, 


ade at the cloſ ; | 
of the poll, or Or on the day next after the final cloſe of the 


„ ers poll, truly, fairly, and publicly declare the 
is demandedl. name or names of the perſon or perſons who have 
the majority of votes on ſuch poll, and ſhall 
forthwith make a return of ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons, unleis the returning officer or officers, upon 
a ſcrutiny being demanded by any candidate, or 
any two or more electors, ſhall deem it neceſſary 
to grant the ſame; in which caſe, it ſhall and 
may be lawſul we him ſo to do, and to proceed 


there» 
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thereupon, but ſo as that in all caſes of a general Regulations for 
election, every returning officer or officers having in cafe of a fer 
the return of a writ, ſhall cauſe. a return of a *. 
member or members to be filed in the crown ot- 
fice on or before the day on which ſuch wnt is 
returnable ; and every other returning officer or 
officers, acting under a precept or mandate, ſhall 
make a return of a member or members, in obe- 
dience to ſuch precept or mandate, at leaſt ſix 
days before the day of the return of the writ by 
virtue of which ſuch election has been made; and 
ſo that in caſe of any election, upon a writ iſſued 
during a ſeſſion or prorogation of parliament, and 
a ſcrutiny being granted as aforeſaid, then that a 
return of a member or members ſhall be made 
within thirty days after the cloſe of the poll, 
(or ſooner, if the ſame can conveniently be 
done). | 
2dly. And be it enacted, That whenever a ſcru- 
tiny ſhall be granted as aforeſaid, and there ſhall 
be more parties than one objecting to votes on ObjeQians t» 
ſuch ſcrutiny, the returning officer or returning Adel "IT 
officers, ſhall decide alternately, or by turns, on the . 
votes given for the different candidates who ſhall 
be parties to ſuch ſcrutiny, or againſt whom the 
ſame ſhall be carried on. 
3dly. And, in order that electors may have full 
time and opportunity to poll, be it enacted, That 
all and every returning officer and officers, un- 
leſs prevented by any unavoidable accident, ſhall, 
during the continuance of the poll, on every day 
ſubſequent to the commencement of the ſame, 


cauſe 
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ohen ken hot Cauſe the ſaid poll to be kept open for ſeven hours 

day. at the leaſt in each day, between the hours of 
eight in the morning and eight at night. 

4thly. And whereas inconveniencies may ariſe 

from the time allowed by the laws now in being 

for proceeding to an election of a knight or 

knights to ſerve in parliament, for any county 

or ſhire in England or Wales; be it enacted, 

That, immediately after the receipt of the writ 

for making any ſuch election, and indorſing on 

the back thereof the day of receiving the ſame, 

as by law required, it ſhall and may be lawful 

for the ſheriſh of ſuch county or ſhire, and he is 

Within two days hereby required, within two days after the receipt 

the wit, reecta. thereof, to cauſe proclamation to be made at the 

mation t © _ place where the enſuing election ought by law to 


made of the elec- 


deals benen be holden, of a ſpecial county court to be there 


the oth and holden for the purpoſe of ſuch election only, on 
16th days after 

proclamation. any day, Sunday excepted, not later from the 

day of making ſuch proclamation than the ſix- 

teenth day, nor ſooner than the tenth day; and 

that he ſhall proceed in ſuch election, at ſuch 

ſpecial county court, in the fame manner as if 

the ſaid election was to be held at a county court, 

or at an adjourned county court, according to 

the laws now in being: provided always, That 

the uſual county court for all other purpoſes, or 

any adjournment made thereof, ſhall take place, 

be held, and proceeded in, by the ſheriff, or his 

deputy, and may from time to time be further 

adjourned and proceeded in, in ſuch and the fame 

manner, and at the ſame times and places, as if 

the 
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the writ for the election of a knight or knights of 
the ſhire had not been received. 

5thly. And whereas, although from the various 
and diſputed rights of voting in ſeveral cities, bo- 
roughs and other places, a poſitive oath of qua- 
lification cannot be required from the electors, 
yet it is apprehended that unqualified perſons may 
be deterred from polling at ſuch elections, under 
fictitious names or otherwiſe, by requiring from 
electors previouſly to their polling, the oath or 
affirmation herein- after mentioned; be it there- 
fore further enacted, That, from and aſter the 
ſaid firſt day of Auguſt, 1785, upon every elec- 
tion to be made, within that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, or Wales, or town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, of any member or members 
to ſerve in parliament, in all caſes where no oath 
or affirmation of qualification, other than the 
oaths or affirmations againſt bribery, or of alle- 
glance, ſupremacy, and abjuration, can now by 
law be required, every perſon claiming to give 
his vote at the ſaid election, ſhall (if required 
by any candidate, or any perſon having a right 
to vote at ſuch election), before he is admitted 
to poll, take the oath (or, being one of the 
people called Quakers, make the folemn affirma- 
mation) following; (that is to ſay), 


267 


An oath to be 
taken previous 


to polling. 


do ſwear, (or being @ Quaker, do affirm,) Tue cath 


That my name is A. B. and that I am 
[ ſpecifying the addition, profeſſion, or trade ef 
ſuch perſen], and that the place of my abode 
15 at in the county of 

[ and 
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Returning offi- 
cers authorized 
to adminiſter 
oaths during 2 
ſcrutiny. 
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[and if it is a town conſiſting of more ſtreets than 


one, ſpecifying what ſtreet] ; and that I have not 
before polled at this election; and that I verily 
believe myſelf to ws of the full age of twenty-one 
years.” 


Which oath, or ſolemn affirmation, the return- 
ing officer or officers at ſuch election, and his or 
their deputies and poll clerks, is or are hereby 
authorized and required to adminiſter. 

6thly. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the firſt day of Auguſt, 1785, upon 
every election of any member or members to 
ſerve in parliament for any county, city, borough, 
or place, within England or Wales, or for Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
the returning officer or officers, if he or they ſee 
cauſe, and he and they are in ſuch caſe authorized, 
during the continuance of any ſcrutiny which 
ſhall have been granted as aforeſaid, to adminiſ- 
ter an oath to any perſon whatſoever conſenting 


to take the ſame, touching the right of any per- 


fon having voted at ſuch election, or touching 
any other matter or thing material or neceſſary 
towards carrying on ſuch ſcrutiny. 
7thly. And whereas it is expedient that all per- 
ſons employed as poll clerks at elections, ſhould 
take an oath for the faithful diſcharge of their of- 
fice, but the ſame 1s not at preſent required or 
authorized by law, except in counties and other 
places for which there are expreſs proviſions made 
by ſtatute; be it therefore further enacted, That, 
from and after the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt, 178 5, at 
every 
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every election of any member or members of 
parliament for any city, borough or other place, 
within England or Wales, or town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, every perſon whom the returning 
officer or officers ſhall retain to act as a clerk in 
taking the poll ſhall, before beginning to take 
ſuch poll, be ſworn by ſuch returning officer or 
officers truly and indifferently to take the ſaid 
poll, and to ſet down the name of each voter, 
and his addition, profeſſion, or trade, and the 
place of his abode, and for whom he ſhall poll; 
and to poll no perſon who is not ſworn or put to 
his afirmation, where, by this or any other ſta- 
tute, any oath or affirmation now 1s or here- 
after ſhall be required, which oath of every ſuch 
poll clerk the ſaid returning officer or officers is 
or are hereby authorized and required to ad- 

miniſter, 
8thly. And be it further enacted, That if any 
perſon, in taking any oath or affirmation herein- 
before appointed or authorized to be taken before 
any returning officer or officers, ſhall thereby 
commit wilful perjury, and be thereof convicted; 
or if any perſon ſhall unlawfully and corruptly pro- 
cure or ſuborn any other perſon to take any ſuch 
oath or affirmation, whereby he or ſhe ſhall commit 
ſuch wilful perjury, and ſhall be thereof convicted, 
he or ſhe fo offending ſhall incur ſuch pains and 
penalties as are inflicted in and by two acts of par- 
liament, the one made in the 5th year of the reign 
of the late Queen Elizabeth (intituled, An act for 
puniſhment of ſuch perſon as ſhall procure or 
commit any wilful perjury); the other made in 
2 the 
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Poll clerks to 
take an oath for 
the faithful diſ 
charge of their 
duty. 
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Perſons taking, 
or ſuborning 
others to take, « 
falſe oath, lia- 
ble to the pains 
inflicted by 5 
Eliz. c. 9; and 
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the 2d year of his late majeſty king George the 

Second (intituled, An act for the more effectual 

preventing and further puniſhment of forgery per- 

a jury, and ſubornation of perjury; and to make it 
felony to ſteal bonds, notes, or other ſecurities 

for payment of money), for any perjury or ſubor- 

nation of perjury, contrary to the ſaid acts. 

Not to extend to ꝗthly. Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
places where nothing in this act before contained ſhall extend 


particular regu- ; $ 
lations have to, or in any wiſe affect, alter, or regulate the 


dns. mode or time of proceeding at any election of 
any member or members for any place where 

particular regulations, touching the duration of 

polls and ſcrutinies, are ſpecially enacted by ſta- 

tute, but that every ſuch election ſnall be begun 

and carried on in the ſame manner as if this act 

had not been made. | 

rothly. And whereas an act was paſſed in the 

oth year of his preſent majeſty's reign (intituled, 

An act to regulate the trials of controverted elec- 

tions, or returns of members to ſerve in Parlia- 

ment); and another act was paſſed in the 11th 

year of his ſaid majeſty's reign, for explaining 

and amending the ſaid former act; and whereas 

no proviſion is made therein for the hearing and 
determining any petition, unleſs the ſame ſhall 

complain of an undue election or return of mem- 

bers to ſerve in pailiament; be it therefore 

Where returns. enacted, That, from and after the firſt dzy of 


have not been 

Guly made, 8 Auguſt, 1785, if upon any wiit or writs to be 
- tee may be ap- iſſued for the election of any member or members 
Bi i ted 8 3 p 

| {2 Formable to 10 to ſcrve in parliament, no return ſhall be made to 
14 re. the ſame on or before the day on which ſuch 
f | TOs 3» I 
ay c. 42. | wrt 


25 GEORGII II. CAP. 84. 


writ is made returnable ; or if a writ ſhall have 
been iſſued during any ſeſſion or prorogation of 
parliament, and no return ſhall be made to the 
ſame within fifty- two days after the day on which 


ſuch writ bears date; or if the return made in 


either of ſuch caſes ſhall not be a return of a mem- 
ber or members, according to the requiſition 
thereof, but contain ſpecial matters only concern- 
ing ſuch election; it ſhall and may be lawful for 
any perſon or perſons, having had, or claiming 
to have had, a right to vote at ſuch election, or 
claiming to have had a right to be returned as 
duly elected thereat, who ſhall think himſelf or 
themſelves, aggrieved, to petition the houſe of 


commons concerning the ſame; and upon ſuch - 


petition being preſented, a day and hour ſhall be 
appointed for taking the ſame into conſideration, 
and notice thereof in writing ſhall be forthwith 
given by the ſpeaker to the petitioners, and to 
the returning officer or officers by whom ſuch 


been made, accompanied with an order to him or 
them to attend the houſe at the time appointed, 
by himſelf or themſelves, his or their council or 
agents; and a ſelect committee ſhall be appointed 
according to the directions of the ſaid two re- 
cited acts, for regulating the trial of controverted 
elections ; which committee ſhall try and deter- 
mine whether any, and which of the perſon or 
perſons named in ſuch petition ought to have been 
returned, or whether a new writ ought to iſſue; 
which determination ſhall be final to all intents 
and purpoſes; and the houſe being informed 


thereof 


meeting of com» 


given to the pe- 
titioners and re 


return ought to have been made, or ſhall have ng acer. 
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thereof by the chairman of the ſaid ſelect com- 
mittee, ſhall order the ſame to be entered in their 
journals, and give the neceſſary directions for or- 
dering a return to be made, or for altering the 
return if made, or for the iſſuing a new writ for 
a new election, or for carrying the ſaid determi- 
nation into execution, as the caſe may require. 
 __.. - Iithly. And be it further enacted, That all 
Regulations of - f Ip 
10 Geo. 3. c. 16; and every the rules, regulations, authorities, and 
— — powers, given or preſcribed by either of the ſaid 
to this a recited acts for regulating the trial of controverted 
elections, with reſpect to ſelect committees to be 
appointed by virtue of the ſaid acts, or either of 
them, ſhall be in full force and effect with re- 
ſpect to ſelect committees to be appointed by vir- 
tue of this preſent act, in as full and ample man- 
ner as if the ſame were herein repeated and par- 
ticularly and ſpecially enacted concerning the 
ſame. | | * 
12thly. Provided always, That if the returning 
— Ds officer or officers, by whom ſuch return ought to 
not be found, o have been made, or has been made, cannot be 


do not appear at 


— found ſo as to be ſerved with the notice or order 
er Peri 


may be . herein-before mentioned, or being ſerved ſhall 
— - heir not appear by himſelf or themſelves, his or their 
Rad, and one council or agents, at the day or time appointed 


tition is pre- f. —— . - n 
1313 for taking ſuch petition into conſideration, it 


to determine ſhall and may be lawful for the houſe to permit 


turning officer is 


to ſtrike off from Or authorize any perſon to appear in the ſtead of 

de, dun by him or them; and in caſe there ſhall be more 

18 petitions than one preſented, complaining of 
ſuch return, or omiſſion of a return, on diſtinct 
intereſts, or complaining upon different grounds, 


the 
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the houſe ſhall determine, from the nature of the 
caſe, whether the returning officer or officers, or 
_ perſon appearing in the ſtead of him or them, 
ſhall, together with ſuch petitioners, be entitled 
to ſtrike off from the liſt of members drawn by 
lot, in the manner directed by the ſaid act, 
paſſed in the 11th year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, in the caſe where there ſhall be more 
than two parties before the houſe, or whether 
ſuch liſt ſhall be reduced by the parties ſeverally 
preſenting the ſaid petitions only. 

13thly. And be it enacted, That if any ſheriff, Returning yo 
or other returning officer or officers, who ſhall beate for 
preſide at any election of a member or members — 
to ſerve in parliament for any county, city, bo- 
rough, or place, ſhall wilfully offend againſt, or 
act contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, every ſuch perſon ſhall be liable to be 
proſecuted, by information or indictment, in his 
majeſty's court of king's bench, or at any court 
of oyer and terminer, great ſeſſions, or gaol de- 
livery, for the county, city, town, or place, 
where ſuch offence ſhall be committed, in which 
no noli proſequi or ceſſet proceſſus ſhall be granted; 
any law, cuſtom, or uſage to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 

" 14thly. And be it further enacted, That if n 
any ſheriff or returning officer ſhall wil- Pry may 2 
fully delay, neglect, or refuſe duly to return any — 9 
perſon who ought to be returned to ſerve in par- a mu 
lament for any county, city, borough, or place 
within Great Britain, every ſuch perſon may, in 
caſe it ſhall have been determined by a ſelect 

8 committee, 
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\ within one year Or action, for any offence againſt this act, ſhall 
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committee, appointed in the manner herein- 
before directed, that ſuch perſon was entitled to 
have been returned, ſue the ſheriff, or other 
officer or officers, having ſo wilfully delayed, 
neglected, or refuſed, duly to make ſuch return, 
and every or any of them, at his election, in any 
of his majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, 
or of the court of ſeſſion in Scotland; and ſhall 
recover double the damages he ſhall ſuſtain by 
reaſon thereof, together with full coſts of ſuit, 
15thly. Provided always, and be it further 
— be enacted, That every indictment, information, 


commen 


after the offence TY | 
or fix. months be found, filed, or commenced within one year 


al occrangs in After commiſſion of the fact on which ſuch in- 
the houſe. dictment, information, or action ſhall be 
grounded, or within ſix months after the con- 

cluſion of any proceedings in the houſe of com- 

mons relating to ſuch election. | 

i6thly. Provided always, That, notwithſtand- 

ing any thing in this act contained, it ſhall and 

may be lawful for the ſheriff of the county of 
Southampton, and he is hereby required, after 

any poll for the ſaid county ſhall have cloſed 

at Wincheſter, and which ſhall always be 

cloſed within the ſpace of fifteen days at 

the moſt, in the manner above required, to ad- 

Poll may be ad- journ the poll to Newport in the Ifle of Wight, 


journed from 


Wincheſter to in Cale the ſame ſhall be required by one or more 
meer Wine, Of the candidates, ſo that every ſuch adjourned 
wor poll ſhall commence within four days from the 
cloſe .of the'-poll at Wincheſter, and ſhall not 

continue longer than three days at the moſt. 

| A. D. 1785. 
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An AF to provent occaſional Inhabitants from voting 
in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
for Cities and Boroughs, in that Part of Great 
Britain called England, and the Dominion of 
Wales. | 


WHEREAS it frequently happens, in ci- 
ties and boroughs where the right of election of 
members to ſerve in parliament is in the inhabi- 
tants paying ſcot and lot, or in the inhabitants houſe- 
holders, houſekeepers, and pot-wallers, legally 
ſettled, or in the inhabitants houſeholders, houſe- 
keepers, and pot-wallers, or in the inhabitants 
houſeholders reſiants, or in the inhabitants within 
ſuch cities or boroughs, that much trouble, ex- 
pence, and litigation, is created by occaſional 
voters, to the great prejudice of the real inhabi- 
tants, who bear the burthens of ſuch cities and 
boroughs, and to whom the right of ſending 
members to parliament belongs: For remedy 
thereof, be it enacted by the king's. moſt excel- 
lent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and 
by the authority of the ſame, That from and after ,, Aug. 1. 
the firſt day of Auguſt 1786, no perſon ſhall be 2786, any ber- 


ſoa voting as an 


admitted to vote at any election of a member or inhabitant, pay- 
g ing ſcot and lot, 


members to ſerve in parliament for any city or &c. whoſhall nat 
1 been ſo 6 

borough of that part of Great Britain called Eng- — 
; 2 land, to the election, 


to forfeit 2ol. ; 
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but not toextend 
to perſons ac- 
quiring poſſeſ- 
fron by deſcent, 
c. 


benefice. 


| houſekeeper, and pot-waller, legally ſettled, or as 
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* or the a of Wales, as an inhabitant 
paying ſcot and lot, or as an inhabitant houſeholder, 


an inhabitant houſeholder, houſekeeper, and pot- 
waller, or as an inhabitant houſeholder reſiant, or 
as an inhabitant of ſuch city or borough, unleſs 
he ſhall have been actually and bona fide an inha- 
bitant paying ſcot and lot, or an inhabitant houſe- 
holder, houſekeeper, and pot-waller, legally ſet- 
tled, or an inhabitant houſeholder, houſekeeper, . 
and pot-waller, or an inhabitant houſeholder re- 
ſiant, or an inhabitant within ſuch city or bo- 
rough, ſix kalendar months previous to the day 
of the election at which he ſhall tender his vote; 
and if any perſon ſhall vote at any ſuch election, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
his vote ſhall be deemed null and void, and he ſhall 
forfeit, to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
the ſum of twenty pounds to be recovered by him 
or her, by action of debt, in any of his majeſty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, 
protection, wager of law, privflege, or imparlance, 
ſhall be admitted or allowed; and in every ſuch 
action the proof of inhabitancy, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
lie upon the perſon againſt whom the ſame ſhall 
be brought: Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch 
action be commenced within ſix kalendar months 
after the cauſe of action accrued : Provided alſo, 
that nothing in this a& contained ſhall extend, or 
be conſtrued to extend, to any perſon acquiring 
the poſſeſſion of any houſe, in any city or bo- 
rough, by deſcent, deviſe, marriage, or mar- 
riage ſettlement, or promotion to any office or 


2dly. 
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Adly. Provided alſo, and be it further enacted, 
That this act ſhall relate only to thoſe perſons 
who claim to exerciſe the franchiſe of voting as 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, or as inhabitants 
houſeholders, houſekeepers, and potwallers, le- 
gally ſettled, or as inhabitants houſeholders, houſe- 
keepers, and potwallers, or as inhabitants houſe- 
holders reſiants, or as inhabitants within ſuch 
cities or boroughs, and ſhall not extend to any (07, 279m 
other deſcription of perſons who may claim to , vor under 
vote at any election for members to ſerve in par- cription thanin- 
liament for ſuch cities or boroughs, by any other — 
title, or by any other ſuperadded qualification. 

A. D. 1786. 
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An As for the further Regulation of the Trials of 
controverted Elections, or Returns of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament. 


WHEREAS, by an act of parliament 
paſſed in the 10th year of the reign of his — 
majeſty, intituled, An act to regulate the trials 16 * 
of controverted elections, or returns of members 
to ſerve in parliament, certain regulations were 
eſtabliſned, for a time therein limited, for the 
trtals of controverted elections, or returns of 
members to ſerve in parliament ; and whereas, 
by an act paſſed in the 11th year of the reign of 11 Geo. 3. 
his preſent majeſty, intituled, © An act to explain © 
and amend an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
lament, intituled, An act to regulate the trials of 
controverted elections, or returns of members to 
83 ſerve 
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ſerve in parliament, further regulations were 
made therein; and whereas the proviſions of the 
the ſaid acts were, by an act paſſed in the 14th 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, continued 
and made perpetual; and whereas, by an act 
paſſed in the 25th year of the reign of his preſent 
majeſty, intituled, © An act to limit the duration 
of polls and ſcrutinies, and for making other re- 
gulations touching the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for places within England and 
Wales, and for Berwick upon Tweed, and alſo 
for removing difficulties which may ariſe for 
want of returns being made of members to ſerve 
in parliament,* the proviſions of the ſaid acts were 
extended, in the manner therein mentioned, to pe- 
titions complaining that no return has been made 
to a writ, iſſued for the election of a member or 
members to ſerve in parliament, within the times 
limited in the ſaid act, or that ſuch return is not 
a return of a member or members according to 
the requiſition of the writ ; and whereas it 15 ex- 
pedient that further regulations ſhould be made 
for the execution of the ſaid ſeveral acts, and that 
proviſion ſhould be made for diſcouraging per- 
ſons from preſenting frivolous or vexatious peti- 
tions, or ſetting up frivolous or vexatious de- 
fences, in any of the caſes to which the above- 
recited acts relate, and that proviſion ſhould alſo 
be made for the final deciſion of queſtions re- 
ſpecting the rights of voting at ſuch elections, or of 
nominating or appointing the returning officer or 
returning officers who are to preſide thereat : Be 
it therefore enacted by the king's moſt excellent 

majeſty, 
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majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this 
preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the ſame, That no petition complaining of 
an undue election or return, or of the omiſſion of 
a return, or of the inſufficiency of a return, ſhall 
be proceeded upon, in the manner preſcribed in 
the ſaid above recited acts, unleſs the ſame ſhall 
be ſubſcribed by ſome perſon or perſons claiming 
therein to have had a right to vote at the election 
to which the ſame ſhall relate, or to have had a 
right to be returned as duly elected thereat, or al- 
ledging himſelf or themſelves to have been a can- 
didate or candidates at fuch election : Provided 
always, That in any caſe where a writ has been 
iſſued for the election of a member to ſerve in 
parliament for any diſtrict of burghs in that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, any ſuch peti- 
tion as aforeſaid ſhall and may be ſo proceeded 
upon, if the ſame ſhall be ſubſcribed by any per- 
ſon or perſons claiming therein to have had a right 
to vote at the election of any delegate or delegates, 
commiſſioner or commiſſioners, for chuſing a bur- 
geſs for ſuch diſtrict, 


2dly. And be it further enacted, That if, at any 


time, before the day appointed for taking any ſuch 
petition into conſideration, the ſpeaker of the 
houſe of commons ſhall be informed, by a cer- 
tificate in writing, ſubſcribed by two of the mem- 
bers of the ſaid houſe, of the death of the fitting 
member or ſitting members, or either of them, 
whoſe election or return is complained of in ſuch 
petition, or of the death of any member or mem- 

34 bers 
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No petition com- 
plaining of an 
undue election 
or return, to be 
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as herein men- 
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A copy there- 
of to be affixed 
on the doors of 
the county or 
town hall, or 
neareſt church, 
and ſaid notice to 
be inſerted in the 
Gazette, 


Order for taking 
ſuch petitions in- 
to conſideration 
may be adjourn- 
ed. 


— 


Within 30 days 
after notice is - 
inſerted in 
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bers returned upon a double return, whoſe elec. 
tion or return is complained of in ſuch petition, 
or that a writ of ſummons has been iſſued, under 
the great ſeal of Great Britain, to ſummon any 
ſuch member or members ro parliament as a peer 
of Great Britain; or if the houſe of commons 
ſhall have reſolved that the ſeat of any fuch mem- 
ber is by law become vacant; or if the ſaid houſe 
ſhall he informed, by a declaration in writing, 
ſubſcribed by ſuch member or members, or 
either of them, as the caſe ſhall be, and deliver- 
ed in at the table of the houſe, that it is not the 
intention of ſuch member or members to defend 
his or their election or return; in every ſuch caſe 
notice thereof ſhall immediately be ſent by the 


ſpeaker to the ſhenff, or other returning officer 


for the county, borough, or place to which ſuch 
petition ſhall relate, and ſuch ſheriff or other re- 
turning officer ſhall cauſe a true copy of the ſame 
to be affixed on the doors of the county hall or 
town hall, or of the pariſn church neareſt to the 
place where ſuch election has uſually been held, 
and ſuch notice ſhall alſo be inſerted, by order of 
the ſpeaker, in the next London Gazette; and 
the order for taking ſuch petition into conſidera- 
tion ſhall, if neceſſary, be adjourned, ſo that at 
the leaſt thirty days may intervene between the 
day on which fuch notice ſhall be inſerted in the 
faid Gazette, and the day on which ſuch petition 
ſhall be taken into conſideration, 

3dly. And be it enacted, That it ſhall and may 
be lawful, at any time within thirty days after the 
e day on which ſuch notice ſhall have been inſerted 
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in the ſaid Gazette, for any perſon or perſons claim- 
ing to have had a right to vote at ſuch election, 
or at the election of delegates or commiſſioners 
for making ſuch election, to petition the houſe, 
praying to be admitted as a party or parties, in 
the room of ſuch member or members, or either 
of them; and ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall there- 
upon be ſo admitted as a party or parties, and 
ſhall be conſidered as ſuch, to all intents and pur- 
poſes whatever. 

4thly. And be it enacted, T hat whenever the 
member or members, whoſe election or return is 
ſo complained of in fuch petition, ſhall have 
given ſuch notice as aforeſaid of his or their in- 
tention not to defend the ſame, he or they ſhall 
not be admitted to appear or act. as a party or 
parties againſt ſuch petition, in any ſubſequent 
proceedings thereupon, any thing in the above 
recited acts to the contrary notwithſtanding ; and 
he or they ſhall alſo be reſtrained from fitting 
in the houſe, or voting in any queſtion, until 
ſuch -petition ſhall have been decided upon in 
the manner preſcribed by the above recited acts 
and by this act. 

Sthly. And be it further enacted, That no pro- 
ceeding ſhall be had upon any petition, by virtue 
of the above recited acts or of this act, unleſs the 
perſon or perſons ſubſcribing the ſame, or ſome 
one or more of them, ſhall, within fourteen days 
after the ſame ſhall have been preſented to the 
houſe, or within ſuch further time as ſhall be 
limited by the houſe, perſonally enter into a re- 
cognizance to our ſovereign lord the king, ac- 

cording 


231 


Gazette, any 
voter may pe- 
tition to be ad- 
mitted a party in 
the complaints 


Members giving 
notice of their 

intention not to 
defend their e- 
leRion, not to 
be admitted as 
parties againſt 

any ſuch peti- 
tion, &c. 


No proceedings 
to be had upon 
any petition, un- 
leſs one of the 
ſubſcribers enter 
into a recogni- 
zance to appear 
before the houſe 
at the time fixed 
for taking it into 
conſideration, 
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cording to the form hereunto annexed, in the ſum 
of two hundred pounds, with two ſufficient ſure- 
ties, in the ſum of one hundred pounds each, to 
appear before the houſe at ſuch time or times as 
ſhall be fixed by the houſe for taking ſuch peti- 
tion into conſideration, and alſo to appear before 
any ſelect committee which ſhall be appointed by 
the houſe for the trial of the ſame, and to renew 
the ſame in every ſubſequent ſeflion of parlia- 
ment, until a ſelect committee ſhall have been 
appointed by the houſe for the trial of the ſame, 
or until the ſame ſhall have been withdrawn by the 
| permiſſion of the houſe ; and if, at the expira- 
82 tion of the ſaid fourteen days, ſuch recognizance 
entered into, the ſhall not have been ſo entered into, or ſhall not 
— ro have been received by the ſpeaker of the houſe 
i, of commons, the ſpeaker-ſhall report the ſame to 
. unleſs cauſe all the houſe, and the order for taking ſuch petition 
targing the time, into conſideration ſhall thereupon be diſcharged, 
unleſs, upon matter ſpecially ſtated, and verified 
to the ſatisfaction of the houſe, the houſe ſhall 
ſee cauſe to enlarge the time for entering into ſuch 
recognizance ; and whenever ſuch time ſhall be 
ſo enlarged, the order for taking ſuch petition 
into conſideration ſhall, if neceſſary, be poſt- 
poned, ſo that no ſuch petition ſhall be ſo taken 
into conſideration till after ſuch recognizance ſhall 
have been entered into and received by the ſpeaker: 
Provided always, That the time for entering into 
ſuch recognizance ſhall not be enlarged more 
than onde, nor for any number of days exceed- 
ing thirty. 
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6thly. And be it enacted, That the ſaid recog- 
nizance ſhall be entered into before the ſpeaker 
of the houſe of commons, who is hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to take the ſame; and the 
ſufficiency of the ſureties named therein ſhall 
be judged of and allowed by the ſaid ſpeaker, on 
the report of two perſons appointed by him to 
examine the ſame, of, which two perſons the 
clerk, or clerk aſſiſtant of the houſe, ſhall al- 
ways be one, and one of the following officers, 
not being a member of the ſaid houſe, ſhall be 
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Recognizances 

to be entered into 
betore the ſpeak - 
er, and the ſuf- 
ficiency of the 
ſureties to be al- 
lowed of by bim, 
on the report of 
the perſons here- 
in mentioned. 


the other; (that is to ſay) maſters of the high 


court of chancery, clerks in the court of king's 
bench, prothonotaries in the court of common 


pleas, and clerks in the court of exchequer ; 


and the ſaid perſons ſo appointed are hereby au- 
thorized and required to examine the ſame, and 
to report their judgement thereupon; and are 
alſo hereby authorized to demand and receive 
ſuch fees, for ſuch examination and report, as 
ſhall be, from time to time, fixed by any reſo- 
lution of the houſe of commons. 

7thly. Provided always, and be it further enact- 
ed, That in caſe where the party or parties, who 
are to enter into ſuch recognizance, or his or their 
ſureties, or either of them, ſhall reſide at a 
greater diſtance from London than forty miles, 
it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch party or par- 
ties, ſurety or ſureties, reſpectively, to enter 
into ſuch recognizance before any of his ma- 


jeſty's juſtices of the peace; and his majeſty's 


. juſtices of the peace, or any of them, is and are 


hereby authorized and empowered to take the 
| lame ; 


Sureties living 
more than 40 
miles from Lan- 
don may enter 
recognizance be- 
fore a juſtice. 
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ſame; and ſuch recognizance, being duly cer- 
tified under the hand of ſuch juſtice, and being 
tranſmitted to the ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 
mons, ſhall have the ſame force and effect as if 
the ſame had been entered into before the ſaid 
ſpeaker : provided nevertheleſs, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the perſons to whom it is re- 
ferred by the ſpeaker to examine the ſufficiency 
of ſuch ſurety or ſureties, to receive as evidence, 
in their ſaid examination, any affidavits relating 
Afidavits male thereto, which ſhall be ſworn before any maſter 
in chancery, or of the high court of chancery, or before any of 
a juſtice, to be a 53 of 
received as evi- his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace; and fuch 
— lane. maſter of the high court of chancery, or juſtice 
128 of the peace, reſpectively, is hereby authorized 
to adminiſter ſuch oath, and is authorized and 
required to certify ſuch affidavit under his hand. 
No petition to —gthly. And be it enacted, That the houſe ſhall 


be withdrawn 


uniefs the mem- NOL permit any ſuch petition to be withdrawn, 
— — gr except ſo far as the ſame may relate to the elec- 


_ tion or return of any member or members who 
ſhall, ſince the ſame ſhall have been preſented, 
have vacated his or their ſeat by death, or in 7 
other manner. 
gthly. And be it enacted, That if the petitioner 
or petitioners, who ſhall have-entered into ſuch 
recognizance as aforeſaid, ſhall not appear be- 
Recognizances fore the houſe by himſelf or themſelves, or by 


not 
2 his or their counſel or agents, within one hour aſter 


the houſe at the the time fixed, in purſuance of the above recited 


me fixed. for | 
Kere: ace, and of this act, for calling in the reſpeRtv 


(le commit: parties, their counſel or agents, for the purpoſe 


' certified into the Of proceeding to the appointment of a ſelect 
Oe” committee ; 
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committee; or if the ſelect committee, appointd 
in purſuance of the ſaid acts, and of this act, 
for the trial of ſuch petition, ſhall inform the 
houſe that ſuch perſon or perſons did not appear 
before the ſaid committee, by himſelf or them- 
ſelves, or by his or their counſel or agents, to 
proſecute their ſaid petition ; or if ſuch perſon 
or perſons ſhall negle& to renew their ſaid pe- 
tition within four ſitting days after the day of the 
commencement of every ſeſſion of the ſame par- 
liament, ſubſequent to that in which ſuch peti- 
tion was firſt preſented, and until a ſelect com- 
mittee ſhall have been appointed for trial of the 
ſame, or until the ſame ſhall have been withdrawn 
by the permiſſion of the houſe, in every ſuch caſe 
ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall be held to have made 
default in his or their ſaid recognizance; and the 
ſpeaker of the houſe of commons ſhall there- 
upon certify ſuch recognizance into the court of 
exchequer, and ſhall alſo certify that ſuch perſon 
or perſons have made default therein, and ſuch 
certificate ſhall be concluſive evidence of ſuch 
default, and the recognizance being ſo certified 


ſhall have the ſame effect · as if the ſame were 


eſtreated from a court of law: Provided always, 
That ſuch recognizance and certificate ſhall in 
every ſuch caſe be delivered, by the clerk or 
clerk aſſiſtant of the houſe of commons, into the 
hands of the lord chief baron of the exchequer, 

or of one of the barons of the exchequer, or of 
ſuch officer of the court of exchequer as ſhall be 
appointed by the ſaid court to receive the ſame. 


tothly. 
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rothly. And whereas, by ſeveral proviſions 
contained in the above recited acts, made in the 
oth and 11th years of the reign of his preſent 
majeſty, Sunday and Chriſtmas day are excepted 
from the general regulations of the ſaid acts; be 
it hereby enacted, That in every ſuch caſe, Good 
Friday ſhall alſo be excepted therefrom, in the 
ſame manner as if the ſame had been ſpecially 
excepted in the ſaid acts. 

11thly. And be it alſo enacted, That if, on the 
day immediately preceding any of the three fol- 
lowing days, that is to ſay, Chriſtmas day, Whit- 
Sunday, or Good Friday, after reading the order 
of the day for taking any ſuch petition as aforeſaid 
into conſideration, it ſhall be found that there 
are not one hundred members preſent, or that 
the number of. forty-nine members, not ſet aſide 
or excuſed, cannot be completed, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the houſe, if they ſhall think 
fit, any thing in the above-recited acts to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, to direct that the ſaid 
order ſhall be adjourned for any number of days, 
and the houſe ſhall then immediately be adjourn- 
ed to the hour and day to which ſuch order ſhall 
be ſo adjourned. 

12thly. And whereas it is enacted, by the 
ſaid act paſſed in the 11th year of the reign of his 
preſent majeſty, that on the day appointed for 


taking ſuch petition into conſideration, the houſe 


ſhall not proceed to any other buſineſs whatſo- 
ever, except the ſwearing of members, previous 
to the reading of the order - of- the day for that 
purpoſe ; be it hereby enacted, That it ſhall and 

6: a may 
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may be lawful for the houſe, previous to reading 
ſuch order, to receive any report from any ſele&t 
committee appointed in purſuance of the above- 
recited acts, or of this act, and to enter the ſame 
upon their journals, and to give the neceſſary or- 
ders and directions thereupon; and that previous 
to reading the ſaid order, the clerk of the crown 
may be admitted to alter or amend any return, 
in purſuance of an order made on a preceding 
day, or on that day; and alſo, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the houſe, previous to reading 
the ſaid order, to poſtpone the ſame, for the 
purpoſe of attending his majeſty, or his majeſty's 
commiſſioners, in the houſe of lords, in conſe- 
quence of any meſſage from his majeſty, or from 
his majeſty's commiſſioners, ſignified to the houſe 
in the uſual manner. 

13thly. And be it alſo enacted, That if, within 
one hour after the time fixed in purſuance of 
above-recited acts, and of this act, for calling in 
the reſpective parties, their counſel or agents, 
for the purpoſe of proceeding to the appointment 
of a ſelect committee, the petitioner or petitioners, 
or ſome one or more of them, who ſhall have 
ſigned any ſuch petition, ſhall not appear by him- 
ſelf or themſelves, or by his or their counſel or 
agents, the order for taking ſuch petition into 
conſideration ſhall-thereupon be diſcharged, and 
ſuch petition ſhall not be any further proceeded 
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14thly. And be it enacted, That if, within one 
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1 firing member or ſitting members, or other | 
party or parties oppoſing the petition, ſhall not | 
appear by himſelf or themſelves, or by his or 
their counſel or agents, or if, at the time fo ap- 
Regulations for pointed as aforeſaid, there ſhall be no party be- 
| rice of petitions fore the houſe oppoling the petition, the houſe 
deal (hall proceed to appoint a ſelect committee, to 
| = try the merits of ſuch petition, in the following 
if manner; (that is to ſay,) That the names of 
E forty-nine members ſhall be drawn, in the man- 
| ner preſcribed in the above-recited acts, but in 
1 reducing the liſt of ſuch names to thirteen, the 
it place of a party oppoſing the petition ſhall be 
| . ſupplied by the clerk appointed to attend the ſaid 
| committee, who ſhall, as often as it ſhall come 
| to his turn as ſupplying the place of the party 
| oppoling the petition to ſtrike out a name, ſtrike 
out that name which then ſhall be firſt in the ſaid 
liſt; and in every caſe where the party oppoſing 
the petition would be impowered, by the above- 
recited acts, to nominate one member to be 
added to the ſaid thirteen, the ſaid thirteen ſhall, 
from among the perſons preſent in the houſe at 
| the time of drawing the names of the members, 
chuſe one perſon to ſupply the place of the mem- 
| ber to have been ſo nominated, in the ſame man- 
ner as is directed by the above-recited act made 
in the 11th year of his majeſty's reign, in the 
| caſe where there are more than two parties 

on diſtinct intereſts, 
The aforegoing I Fthly. And be it further enacted, That the fame 
ducing the li to method of reducing the liſt of members drawn 


. to thirteen, and of nominating a member to be 
2 added 
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added to the thirteen remaining on the ſaid liſt; 
ſhall- be reſpectively followed, whenever any 
party ſhall wave his right of ſtriking off names 


from the ſaid liſt, or of nominating a member 


to be added to the ſaid thirteen. | 

16. And be it further enacted, That if any 
perſon ſummoned to attend the ſaid ſelect com- 
mittee, by the warrant of the ſpeaker of the ſaid 
houſe or by order of the ſaid committee, ſhall 
diſobey fuch ſummons, or ſhall give falſe evi- 
dence, or prevaricate, or otherwiſe miſbehave 
in giving, or in refuſing to give, evidence before 
the faid committee, the ſaid committee ſhall 
have power, by a warrant to be ſigned by the 
chairman, and directed to the ſerjeant at arms 
attending the houſe of commons, or to his de- 
puty or deputies, to commit ſuch perſon (not 
being a peer of the realm or a lord of parlia- 
ment) to the cuſtody of the ſaid ſerjeant, with- 
out bail or mainprize, for any time not exceed- 
ing twenty-four hours if the houſe ſhall then be 
ſitting, or if not, then for a time not exceeding 
twenty-four hours after the hour to which the 
houſe ſhall then be adjourned. 

17. And whereas it is enacted by the faid 
act mi de in the 1oth year of his majeſty's reign, 
That if more than two members of the ſaid ſe- 
le& committee ſhall, on any account, be abſent 
therefrom, the ſaid ſelect committee ſhall adjourn 
in the manner in the ſaid act directed, and fo 
from time to time, until thirteen members are 
aſſembled ; and that no ſuch determination as in 
the ſaid act is mentioned ſhall be made, nor any 
queſtion . be propoſed, unleſs thirteen members 
W T ſhall 
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; ſhall be preſent; and that no member ſhall have 
a vote on ſuch determination, or any other queſ. 
tion or reſolution, who has not attended during 

every ſitting” of the ſaid ſelect committee; and 
that, in caſe the number of members able to at- 
tend the ſaid committee ſhall, by death or other- 
wiſe, be, unavoidably reduced to leſs than thir-- 
teen, and ſhall ſo continue for the ſpace of three 
ſitting days, the ſaid committee ſhall be diſſolved, 
and another choſen to try and determine the mat- 
ter of ſuch petition, in the manner in the ſaid 
act before provided. Be it hereby enacted, That 

If 2 committee Whenever any committee ſhall have ſat for buſi- 

— —_— neſs fourteen days, not including thoſe days on 

— a which they ſhall have achourned on account of 
the abſence of any member, nor including un- 
day, Chriſtmas day, or Good Friday it ſhall 
and may be lawful for them to proceed to buſi- 
neſs, if a number of members not leſs than twelve 
be preſent; and in ſuch caſe, the committee 
ſhall not be diſſolved by reafon of the abſence of 
the members, - unleſs the number of members 

able to attend the ſame ſhall; by death or other- 

wiſe, be unavoidably reduced to leſs than twelve, 

and ſhall ſo continue for the ſpace of three ſitting 

ard if 25 days, days; and whenever any committee ſhall in like 

— manner have ſat for buſineſs twenty-five days, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for them to proceed to 
buſineſs, if a number of members not leſs than 
eleven be preſent ; and in ſuch caſe, the com- 
mittee ſhall not be diſſolved by reaſon of the ab- 
ſence of the members, unleſs the number of 
members able to attend the ſame ſhall, by death 
or otherwiſe, be unavoidably reduced to leſs than 

eleven, 


—_— 
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deren, and ſhall fo- contimie for the ſpace of 
three ſicting days. 

18. And be it further enacted, That every 
ſuch committee, at the ſame time that they re- 
pore to the houſe their final determination on the 
merits of the petition which" they were ſworn to jon 
try, ſhall alſo report to the houſe whether ſuch 
petition did, or did not, appear to them to be 
frivolous or vexatious ; and that they ſhall in like 
manner report, with reſpe& to every party or 


parties who ſhall have appeared before them in 


oppoſition to ſuch petition, whether the oppoſi- 


tion of ſuch party or parties reſpeCtively did, or 


did not, appear to them to be frivolous or vexa- 
tious ; and that if no party ſhall have appeared 
before them in oppoſition to ſuch petition, they 
ſhall then report to the houſe whether ſuch elec- 
tion or return, or ſuch alledged omiſſion of a re- 


turn, or ſuch alledged inſufficiency of a return, 


as ſhall be complained of in ſuch petition, ac- 
cording as the caſe ſhall be, did, or did not ap- 
pear to them to be vexatious or corrupt. 

19. And be it enacted, That whenever any 
ſuch committee ſhall report to the houſe, with 
reſpect to any ſuch petition, that the ſame appear- 
ed to them to be frivolous or vexatious, the party 
or parties, if any, who ſhall have appeared before 
the committee in oppoſition to ſuch petition, ſhall 
be entitled to recover, from the perſon or perſons; 
or any of them, who ſhall have ſigned ſuch peti- 
tion, the full coſts and expences which ſuch party 
or parties ſhall have incurred in oppoſing the 
ſame; ſuch cofts and- expences to be aſcertained 
in the manner herein-after directed. 

T 2 20, Ani 
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20. And be it alſo enacted, That whenever 
any ſuch committee ſhall report to the houſe, with 
reſpect to the oppoſition made to ſuch petition by 
any party or parties who ſhall have appeared be- 
fore them, that ſuch oppoſition appeared to them 
to be frivolous or vexatious, the perſon or per- 


. ſons who ſhall have ſigned ſuch petition ſhall be 
entitled to recover from ſuch party or parties, or 


Where no party 
pen 3 Opp0= 
ſition toany ſuch 
coſts and ex- 
pences to be paid 
by the fitting 
members, &c. 


any of them, with reſpect to whom ſuch report 
ſhall be made, the full coſts and expences which 
ſuch petitioner or petitioners ſhall reſpectively 
have incurred in proſecuting their ſaid petition; ; 
ſuch coſts and expences to be aſcertained in the 
manner herein-after dire&ted. 

And be it alſo enacted, That HR ver, 
in wi caſe where no party ſhall have appeared 
before ſuch committee in oppoſition to ſuch pe- 
tition, ſuch committee ſhall report to the houſe, 
with reſpect to the election or return, or to the al- 
ledged omiſſion of a return, or to the alledged inſuf- 
ficiency of a return, complained of in any ſuch pe- 
tition, that the ſame appeared to them to be vexa- 
tious or corrupt, the perſon or perſons who ſhall 


have ſigned fuch petition ſhall be entitled to re- 


cover from the ſitting member or ſitting mem- 
bers (if any) whoſe election or return ſhall be 
complained of in ſuch petition, ſuch ſitting mem- 
ber or ſitting members not having given notice 
as aforeſaid of his or their intention not to de- 
fend the ſame, or from any other perſon or per- 
ſons whom the houſe ſhall have admitted or di- 
refed to be made a party or parties to oppoſe 


ſuch Petition, the full coſts and expences which 
3 | ſuch 
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ſuch petitioner or petitioners ſhall have incurred 
in proſecuting their ſaid petition ; ſuch coſts and 
expences to be aſcertained in the r manner herein- 


after directed. 
22. And be it PONV That in the ſeveral How ſuch cofts 
caſes herein-before mentioned, the coſts and ex- ATI 
pences of proſecuting or oppoſing any ſuch peti- 
tion ſhall be aſcertained in manner following; 
(that is to ſay), That on application made to the 
ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, by any ſuch 
petitioner or petitioners, or party or parties, as 
before-mentioned, for aſcertaining ſuch coſts and 
expences, he ſhall direct the ſame to be taxed by 
two perſons, of whom the clerk or clerk afſiſtant 
of the houſe ſhall always be one, and one of the 
following officers, not being a member of the l 
houſe ſhall be the other; (that is to ſay), maſters ia 
in the high court of chancery, clerks in the court 1 
of king's bench, Prothonotaries 1 in the court of ij 
common pleas, and clerks in the court of exche- 
quer; and the perſons ſo authorized and directed 
to tax ſuch coſts and expences ſhall, and they are 
hereby required to examine the ſame, and to re- 
port the amount thereof to the ſpeaker of the 
ſaid houſe, who ſhall, on application made to 
him, deliver to the party or parties a certificate, 
ſigned by himſelf, expreſſing the amount of the 
. coſts and expences allowed in ſuch report; and 
the perſons ſo appointed to tax ſuch coſts, and 
report the amount thereof, are hereby authorized 
to demand and receive, for ſuch taxation and re- 
Port, ſuch fees as ſhall be, from time to time, 
fixed by any reſolution of the houſe, 
7: 9 23. And 
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—— And be it enacted, That it ſhall and 

mand, they may may be lawful for the party or parties entitled to 

Alen af deb, ſuch coſts and expences, or for his, her, or their 

* executors or adminiſtrators, to demand the whole 

amount thereof, ſo certiſied as above, from any 

one or more of the perſons reſpectively, who are 

herein - before made liable to the payment thereof, 

in the ſeveral caſes herein- before mentioned: and 

in caſe of nonpayment thereof, to recover the 

ſame by action of debt, in any of his majeſty's 

courts of record at Weſtminſter; in whieh action 

it ſhall be ſufficient for the plaintiff or plaintiffs 

to declare that the defendant or defendants is or 

are indebted to him or them (in the ſum to which 

the coſts and expences, aſcertained in manner 

aforeſaid, ſhall amount) by virtue of this act; 

and the certificate of the ſpeaker of the houſe of 

commons, under his ſignature, of the amount of 

fuch coſts and expences, together with an exa- 

mined copy of the entries in the journals of the 

houſe of commons, of the reſolution or reſolu- 

tions of the ſaid {cleft committee or committees, 

ſhall be deemed full and ſufficient - evidence in 

ſupport of fuch action of debt. Provided always, 

That in every ſuch action of debt, no wager of 

law, or more than one imparlance ſhall be al- 

tin lowed; and the party or parties in whoſe favour 

Ha am judgement ſhall be given in any ſuch action, ſhall 
to cofts. recover his or their coſts. | 


Perſons paying 24. And be it further enacted, That in- 


cots may re- 


cover a propor- CVery caſe where the amount of ſuch coſts and 
ether prefers expences ſhall have been ſo recovered from any 
hable thereto. perſon or perſons, it ſhall and may be lawful for 

fuch perſon or perſons to recover in like manner 
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from the other perſons, or any of them, if ſuch 
there ſhall be, who ſhall be liable to the pay- 
ment of the ſaid coſts and expences, a propor- 
tionable ſhare thereof, according to the number 
of perſons ſo liable. 
25. And be it further enacted, That v 
whenever any ſuch ſelect committee, appointed 
to try the merits of any ſuch petition as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be of opinion that the merits of ſuch petition 
do wholly or in part depend on any queſtion or fuck 
queſtions which ſhall be before them reſpeCting ; 
the right of election for the county, city, bo- an, via. wer 
rough, diſtrict of burghs, or other place to which are 
ſuch petition ſhall relate, or reſpecting the right te peticion, 
of chuſing, nominating, or appointing the return- on dach 
ing officer or returning officers, who 1s or are to 
make return of ſuch election, the ſaid committee, 
in ſuch caſe, ſhall require the counſel or agents for 
the ſeveral parties, or if there ſnall be none ſuch 
before them, ſhall then require the parties them- 
ſelves to deliver to the clerk of the ſaid committee, 
ſtatements in writing of the right of election, or 
of chuſing, nominating, or appointing returning 
officers, for which they reſpeRively contend ; 
and the committee ſhall come to diſtinct reſolu- 
tions on ſuch ſtatements, and ſhall, at the ſame 
| time that they report to the houſe their final de- 
termination on the merits of ſuch petition, alſo 
report to the houſe ſuch ſtatement or ſtatements, 
together with their judgement with reſpect thereto; 
and ſuch report ſhall thereupon be entered in the Report to be 
Journals of the houſe, and notice thereof ſhall be jou. na, ans 
ſent by the ſpeaker to the ſheriff or other return- fen u die 
ing officer of the place to which the fame ſhall , officer, 
T 4 relate ; 
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relate; and a true copy of ſuch notice ſhall, by 
ſuch ſheriff or other returning officer, be forth- 
with affixed to the doors of the county hall or 
town hall, or of the pariſh church neareſt to the 


place where ſuch election has uſually been held; 


and ſuch notice ſhall alſo be inſerted, by order 
of the ſpeaker, in the next London Gazette. 
Perſons may, 26. And be it enacted, That it ſhall and 
within twelve 
1 be lawful for any perſon or perſons, at any 
tition to be ad- time within twelve kalendar months after the 
dag dle feht f day on Which ſuch report ſhall have been made 
cleQion, & to the houſe, or within fourteen days after the 
lied; gay of the commencement of the next ſeſſion of 
parliament after that in which ſuch report ſhall 
have been made to the houſe, to petition the 
houſe to be admitted as a party or parties to op- 
poſe that right of election, or of chuſing, nomi- 
nating, or appointing the returning officer or re- 
turning officers, who is or are to make return of 
ſuch ele&ion, which ſhall have been deemed valid 
in the judgement of ſuch committee. 
bY no fuck 27. And be it enacted, That if no ſuch 
ſo preſented, the petition ſhall be fo ce within the time 
bana bs above limited for preſenting the ſame, the ſaid 
coneluſne. judgement of ſuch committee, on ſuch queſtion or 
queſtions, ſhall be held and taken to be final and 
concluſive in all ſubſequent elections of members 
of parliament for that place to which the fame 
ſhall relate, and to all intents and purpoſes what- 
ſoever ; any uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
Forty days to 28, And be it enacted, That whenever 
encea the pre- any ſuch petition ſhall be ſo preſented, a day and 


tween the pre- 


fentingandbear- hour ſhall be appointed by the houſe for taking 


ing ſuch peti- 


fo, & the ſame into conſideration ; fo that the ſpace of 
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forty days at the leaſt ſhall always intervene be- 
tween the day of preſenting ſuch petition and the 
day appointed by the houſe for taking the ſame 
into conſideration ; and notice of ſuch day 
and hour ſhall be inſerted, by order of the 
ſpeaker, in the next London Gazette, and ſhall 
alſo be ſent by him to the ſheriff or other return- 
ing officer for the place to which ſuch petition 
ſhall relate; and a true copy of ſuch notice ſhall, 
by the ſaid ſheriff or other returning officer, be 
forthwith affixed to the doors of the county hall, 
or town hall, or of the pariſh church neareſt to 
the place where fuch election has uſually been 
held. | Ts wy 
29. And be it enacted, That it ſhall and 177 the bor 


ug fuch peti- 


may be lawful for any perſon or perſons, at any tions, any fer- 


time before the day ſo appointed for taking ſuch tbe admins = 
petition into conſideration, to petition the houſe a den, Ke. 
to be admitted as a party or parties to defend 
ſuch right of election, or of chuſing, nominating, 
or appointing the returning officer or returning 
officers; and fuck perſon or perſons ſhall there- 
upon be ſo admitted, and ſhall be conſidered as 
ſuch to all intents and purpoſes whatever. | | 
30. And be it enacted, That at the hour EE 
appointed by the houſe for taking ſuch petition Go. min 
into conſideration, the houſe ſhall proceed to ap- whole — 
point a ſelect committee to try the merits thereof, g be 
according to the directions of the above- recited 
acts, and of this act; and ſuch ſelect committee 
ſhall be ſworn to try and determine the merits of 
ſuch petition, ſo far as the ſame relate to any 
queſtion or queſtions reſpecting the right of elec- 
tion for the place to which the petition ſhall re- 
| late, 
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late, or reſpecting the right of appointing, no- 

minating, or chuſing, the returning officer or 

returning officers who are to make return of ſuch 

election; and the determination of ſuch com- 

mittee on ſuch queſtion or queſtions, ſhall be 

be entered in the journals of the houſe, and ſhall 

be held and taken to be final and conclufive in 

all ſubſequent elections of members of parliament 

for that place to which the ſame ſhall relate, and 

to all intents and purpoſes whatever, any uſage 

to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

2. & 31. And whereas it is amongſt other thing 

d enacted, by an act paſſed in the ad year of the 
reign of his late majeſty, king George the Second, 
intituled, An act for the more effectual prevent- 
ing bribery and corruption in the elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament, that ſuch votes 
ſhall be deemed to be legal which have been ſo 
declared by the laſt determination in the houſe 
of commons; which laſt determination concern- 
ing any county, ſhire, city, borough, cinque 
port, or place, ſhall be final to all intents and 
purpoſes whatever, any uſage to the contrary not- 
withſtanding : Be it enacted, That fo much of 
And the fame the ſaid act as is above recited ſhall be, and the 
—— rele ſame is hereby repealed, in fo far only as the i 
den table, fame relates, or might be conſtrued to relate, to 
d g. any ſuch determination to be made in the houſe 
of commons ſubſequent to the paſſing of this act. 

Rules, c. of 32. And be it enacted, That all and every 
—_ regulations,” authorities, or powers, 
* 2 preſcribed and given by the above- recited acts, 
2. this or by this act, to ſelect committees for the trial 
of controverted elections or returns ſhall be in 
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23 oO III. CAP. 52. 
full force and effect with reſpect to ſelect com- 


mittees appointed by virtue of this act for the 
trial of ſuch queſtion or queſtions of right as 


aforeſaid, in as full and ample a manner as if the 
ſame were herein repeated, and particularly and 
ſpecially enacted, concerning ſuch ſelect com- 
mittees: Provided always, That the ſeveral rules 
and regulations herein-before enacted, by which 
certain perſons are directed to enter recognizances, 
and by which certain perſons are made liable to the 
payment of coſts, in the particular manner, and in 
the ſeveral caſes herein - before ſpecified, ſhall 
not be conftrued to apply to the caſe of any peti- 
tion preſented. in purſuance of this act, and re- 
lating ſolely to any queſtion or queſtions reſpect- 


Regulations 
touching recog- 
nizances and 
payment of coſts 
not to apply to 
petitions relating 
ſolely to queſ- 
tions reſpecting 
right of election. 


ing the right of election, or of chuſing, nomi-. * 


nating, or appointing a returning officer or re- 
turning officers, 


33. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever it ſhall happen that parliament ſhall be pro- 
rogued while any ſelect committee ſhall be fitting * 
for the trial of any ſuch petition as aforeſaid, and 
before they ſhall have reported to the houſe their 
determination thereon, fuch committee ſhall not 
be diſſolved by ſuch prorogation ; but ſhall 
be thereby adjourned to twelve of the clock on 


the day immediately following that on which par- 


hament ſhall meet again for the diſpatch of buſi- 


, (Sundays, Good Friday, and  Chrifmas 


Day, always excepted,) and all former proceed- 
ings of the ſaid committee ſhall remain and con- 
tinue to be of the ſame force and effect as if par- 
hament had not been ſo prorogued; and ſuch 
committee ſhall meet on the day and hour to 

which 
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which it ſhall be ſo adjourned, and ſhall thence. 
forward continue to fit from day to day, in the 
manner provided in the above recited acts, and in 
this act, until they ſhall have reported to the 
houſe. their np n merits of ſuch 


petition. 112 L 


roku OF THE RECOGNIZANCE REFERRED TO IN 
. kus ACT, | 
. Bei it remembered, That on the x 

Gay of in the year of our Lord 

| before me A. B. 
7 +0 of the houſe of commons]. or [one cf 
his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the county 
of ] came C. D. E. F. and 
J. G. and ſeverally acknowledged themſelves to 
owe to our ſovereign lord the king the following 
ſums; that is to ſay, the ſaid C. D. the ſum of 
two hundred pounds, and the ſaid E. F. and the 
ſaid J. G. the ſum of one hundred pounds each, 
to be leyied on their reſpectiye goods and chat- 
tels, lands, and tenements, to the uſe of our ſaid 
ſovercign lord the king, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
in caſe the ſaid C. D. ſhall fail in en the 
condition hereunto annexed. 


The condition of this recognizanes is; that if 
the ſaid C. D. ſhall duly appear before the 
houſe of commons, at ſuch time or times 
as ſhall be fixed by the ſaid houſe for taking 
into conſideration the petition ſigned by the 
ſaid C. D. complaining of an undue elec- 
tion or return for te 5 
of [Here fpecify the 
county, city, borough, or diſtri of burgbs] 

| or 
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or, complaining that no return has been 
made for the ſaid ] of [ ] 
within the time limited by act of parlia- 
ment, or, that the return made for the ſaid 
[ ] of [ ] is not a 
return of a member or members according 
to the requiſition of the writ, and ſhall ap- 
; pear before any ſelect committee which ſhall 
be appointed by the houſe of commons for 
the trial of the ſame, and ſhall renew his 
ſaid petition in every ſubſequent ſeſſion of 
this preſent parliament, until a ſelect com- 
mittee ſhall have been appointed by the 
{aid houſe for the trial of the ſame, or until 
the ſame ſhall have been withdrawn by the 
permiſſion of the faid houſe ; then this re- 
cognizance to be void, otherwiſe to be of 
full force and effect. A. D. 1787. 
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An AF to explain and amend on A paſſed in the 
20th Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
touching the Eleftion for Knights of the Shire to 
ſerve in Parliament for that Part of Great Britain 
called England. 


WIEREAS an act was paſſed in the 


20th year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, 
intituled, © An act to remove certain difficulties 


This was printed before it could be aſcertained, what 
would be the number of the chapter. 
"Oi 
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20 Geo. 3. c. 17. 
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of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament, within that 


ing the ſame as tenant or tenants of the owner or 
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relative to voters at county elections, whereby 
it is, among other things, enacted, That from 
and after the firſt day of January, 1781, no per- 
ſon ſhall vote for electing of any knight or knights 


part of Great Britain called England, or the prin. 
cipality of Wales, in reſpe& of any meſſuages, 
lands, or tenements, which have not, for fix 
kalendar months next before ſuch election, been 
charged or aſſeſſed towards ſome aid granted, or 
to be granted to his majeſty, his heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, by a land tax, (in caſe any ſuch aid be 
then granted and aſſeſſable), in the name of 
the perſon. or perſons who ſhall claim to vote I 
at ſuch election for or in reſpe& of any ſuch 
meſſuages, lands, or tenements, or 1n the name 
of his or their tenant or tenants actually occupy- 


landlord thereof : 

And whereas the form of afcffinent preſcribed 
by the ſaid Act, and thereunto annexed; denotes 
that the names, both of the proprietor and of the 
occupier, ought to be ſpecified ; and doubts have 
ariſen, whether, if ſuch form be not ſtrictly pur- 
ſued, the ſuffrage of the perſon claiming to vote 
be admiſſible: 

And whereas an act was paſſed in the I 1 
year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitu- 
led, An act for the preventing of bribery 


and corruption in the election of members to ill 


ſerve in parliament for the borough of Cricklad:, i 
in the county of Wills, whowby it is enacted, | 
That ſuch frecholders only ſhall be entitled to | 


I vote 2 
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vote in the election of members to ſerve in par- 
liament for the faid borough of Cricklade, as 
ſhall be duly qualified to vote at elections for 
knights of the ſhire: for the county of Wilts, ac- 
cording to the laws in force for regulating county 
elections at the time of paſſing the ſame act. 

Be it therefore enacted by the king's moſt ex- 
cellent majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, That nothing in the 
ſaid acts contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 
to extend, to prevent any perſon from voting at 


Peri m may vote 
a'though tenant's 
name is not in 


the 


any election of a knignt or knights of a ſhire to 


ſerve in parhament within that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, or the principality of Wales, 


or at any election of a burgeſs or burgeſſes to 


ſerve in parliament for the borough of Cricklage, 


in the county of F/ilts, for or in reſpect of any 


meſſuages, lands, or tenements, which have been, 


charged or aſſeſſed for ſix kalendar months next 


before ſuch election, towards ſome aid granted, or 


to be granted to his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſ- 
ors, by a land tax, in the name of the perſon 
Claiming to vote, or for or in reſpect of any meſ- 


ſuages, lands, or tenements, to which the perſon. 


o claiming to vote ſhall have become entitled by 
geſcent, marriage, marriage ſettlement, deviſe, 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or pro- 
motion to any office, within twelve kalendar 
Vonths next before ſuch election, and which meſ- 
ſuages, lands, or tenements, ſhall have been 
within two years next before ſuch election charged 
or 
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or aſſeſſed to the land- tax, in the name of the 
perſon or perſons by or through whom ſuch per. 
fon ſo claiming to vote ſhall derive his title to 
ſuch meſſuages, lands, or tenements, or of ſome 
predeceſſor of ſuch perſon ſo claiming to vote, al- 
though the name of the tenant or tenants actu- 
ally occupying ſuch meſſuages, lands, or tene- 
ments, ſhall not be inſerted in ſuch aſſeſſment, 
according to the form of aſſeſſment to the ſaid 
firſt recited act annexed, | 
2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
and aithough his aforeſaid, That nothing in the ſaid acts contained 
in the afleg.. hall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to pre- 
OE.” vent any perſon from voting at any fuch elec- 
tion of a knight or knights of any ſhire, or of a 
burgeſs or burgeſſes for the ſaid borough of 
Cricklade, for or in reſpect of any meſſuages, lands, 
or tenements, which have been charged or aſ- 
ſeſſed, for fix kalendar months next before fuch 
election, towards ſome aid granted, or to be 
granted to his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, by 
a land tax, in the name of a tenant or tenants ac- 
tually occupying the ſame at the time of ſuch] 
aſſeſſment being made, although the name of the 
perſon ſo claiming to vote, or the perſon or per- 
ſons by or through whom ſuch perſon ſo claiming 
to vote derives his title, or of the predeceſſor of ll 
the perſon ſo claiming to vote, ſhall not be in- 
ſerted in the aſſeſſment, according to the form of | 
the aſſeſſment to the ſaid firſt-recited act annexed. * 
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THE Appendix is divided into three 


parts. 
PART THE FIRST 
Is a collection of all the orders of the houſe 


4 of commons now in force relating to writs, the 
elections of members, and proceedings before 
4 ſele& committees, extracted from the journals 
4 and claſſed under che following heads, VIZ. 
N | Ming the writ, and delivery thereof, to the 
c- Proper officer | Page 
x Interference at eleflions, and qualifications of 
of eleors ü 
k, Bribery - © v 
£ n th 8 5M 
ch Ruaiification of candidates Xl 
be Turifdietion of the houſe— =v 
by Petition, praceedings on petition, an Jiang 
* the attendance of members xvi 
ich Exchange of lifts 5 
the | Falſe evidence aud tampering with . xxi 
1 Amending returns xXx 
ung PART THE SECOND 
r of 3 Contains the acts reſpecting the elections 
in. of peers and members for Scotland ſubſe- 
9 | quent to the union. XXiil 
xed. ; 


| PART THE THIRD 
Is a liſt of all the controverted elections deter- 


mined under the roth and 1 1th of George the Se- 
cond, with references to the journals of the houſe, 


A A Iſſuing 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS 


Iſſuing the Writ, and Delivery theretf, to the proper 
Officer. 


22 NOVEMBER, 1661. 


Ordered, | , 
THAT for the future when any writ ſhall be 
delivered for a new election of any member to 
ſerve in parliament, the party that doth receive 
the writ, ſhall deliver, or cauſe the ſame forth- 
with to be ſent and delivered to the proper officer 
of the place for which the election is to be made. 
7 Vol. viii. p. 317. 


* 
1 * _— a. * 


| 18 FEBRUARY, 1662, 

Ordered, | 
THAT the lord chancellor be deſired by 
Mr. Speaker. to take care, when any writ ſhall 
be ſealed for a new election of any member 
to ſerve in parliament, that ſuch writ be forth- 
with ſent and delivered to the proper officer 
of the place for which the election is to 
be made. 
| Vol. viii. p. 436. 


— — * 8 — as —_—_— _—__—— 


— 


13 APRIL, 1675. 

Ordered, | 
THAT Mr. Speaker do give order to the 
clerk of the crown, to take care that the wris 
| far | 


he 
its 
for | 


| ſheriff, or proper officer. 


OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
for election of new members be delivered to the 


Vol. ix. p- 316. 


21 OCTOBER, 1678. 
THA Mr. Speaker be deſired to give no- 
tice to the clerk of the crown, to take care that 
the writs for the new elections be delivered to 
the hands of the high ſheriffs of the reſpective 


counties : and that the houſe do expect an ac- 


count thereof. 


Vol. ix. p. 517. 


* * 


8 


"0 2 © 


7 DECEMBER, 1694. 

| Reſolved, ef 

THAT all writs for the electing of members 
to ſerve in parliament be immediately ſent to the 


proper officers for execution thereof, with all con- 


venient ſpeed. | 
Vol. xi. p. 184. 


Interference at Elections, and Qualifications of Electors. 
17 NOVEMBER, 1645. 


Reſolved, | | | 
THAT this houſe doth declare and order, 
that all elections of any knight, citizen, or bur- 


geſs, to ſerve in parliament, be made without 


interruption or moleſtation by any commander, 
92442 governor, 
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' RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS | 


governor, officer, or ſoldier, that hath not in 
the county, city, or borough, reſpectively, right 
of electing: and that this order be ſent to Reading 
at the next election: and it is further ordered that 
this order be printed. 

3 Vol. iv. p. 346. 


— —————— : 
18 JANUARY, 1670. 
 Reſtoed, | 

THAT the ſending of warrants, or letters 
in the nature of warrants, or letters to high 
conſtables, or conſtables, or other officers, 
to be communicated to the freeholders or 
other electors, when a knight of the ſhire or 
other member is to be choſen to ſerve in par- 
liament, or threatening the electors, is unparlia- 
mentary, and a violation of the tight of elec- 
tions. 

Vol. ix. p. 191. 


- 
- 
— 
i. 
— 


| 30 APRIL, 1690. 
Reſolved, 

THAT Nuaters having a freehold, and re- 

fuſing to take the oath when tendered by the 

ſheriff, are incapable of giving their votes for 

knights of the ſhire for that reaſon. 

Vol. x. p. 396. 
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22 DECEMBER, 16g8. 


Reſolved, 3 
THAT no alien (not being a denizen, or 
naturalized) hath any right to vote in elections of 
members to ſerve in parhament. 
Vol. xii. p. 367. 


8 FEBRUARY, 1705. 
Keila 
THAT any perſon having a right to vote 
for two members to ſerve in parliament, who 
hath given a ſingle vote, have not a right to 
come afterwards and give a ſecond vote * 


the ſaid election. 
Vol. xv. p. 135, 137. 


22 DECEMBER, 1741. 


Reſolved, 
THAT the preſence of a regular body of 


armed ſoldiers at an election of members to ſerve 


in parliament, is an high infringement of the liber- 
ties of the ſubject, a manifeſt violation of the 
freedom of election, and an open defiance of the 
laws and conſtitution of this kingdom. 

Vol. xxiv. p. 37. 


IO DECEMBER, 1779. 
Reſorved, 
THAT i is highly criminal in any miniſter 
or miniſters, or other ſervants under the crown 
443 of 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORD IRS 


of Great Britain, directly or indirectly, to uſe 
the powers of office in the election of repreſen- 
tatives to ſerve in parliament, and an attempt 
at ſuch influence will at all times be reſented by 
this houſe, as aimed at its own honor, dignity 
and independency, as an infringement of the 
deareſt rights of every ſubject throughout the 
empire, and tending to ſap the baſis of this free and 
happy conſtitution. a 
3 7 | Vol. xxxvii. p. 507. 


2 — nd — * "— 
* 


Reſolved, 
THAT no peerof this realm hath any right 
to give his vote in the election of any member 
to ferve in parlament. 


Reſolved, 

THAT it is a high infringement of the li- 
berties and privileges of the commons of Great 
Britain, for any lord of parliament, or any lord 
lieutenant of any county, to concern themſelves 
in the elections of members to ſerve for the com- 
mons in parliament. 


Note.—The two laſt reſolutions are made at thi 
commencement of every Min. 
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or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SOEINEEESOIETTEEREEDEEEEET 
Bribery, 
2 APRIL, 1677. 
Reſolved, 

THAT if any perſon hereafter to be elected 
into a place for to fit and ſerve in the houſe of 
commons for any county, city, town, port, or 
borough, after the teſt or the iſſuing out of the 
writ or writs of election, upon the calling or ſum- 
moning of any parliaments hereafter ; or, after 
any ſuch place becomes vacant hereafter in the 
time of parliament, ſhall, by himſelf or by any 
other on his behalf or at his charge, at any time be- 
fore the day of his election, give any perſon or per- 
ſons having voice in any ſuch election, any meat 
or drink, exceeding in the true value ten pounds 
in the whole, in any place or places but in his 
own dwelling houſe or habitation, being the 
uſual place of his abode. for ſix months laſt paſt ; 
or ſhall, before ſuch election be made and declar- 
ed, make any other preſent, gift, or reward, or 
any promiſe, obligation, or engagement to da 
the ſame, either to any ſuch perſon or perſons in 
particular, or to any ſuch county, city, town, 
port, or borough in general, or to or for the uſe 
and benefit of them; or any of them, every ſuch 
entertainment, preſent, gift, reward, promiſe, 
obligation, or engagement, is by this houſe de- 
clared to be bribery; and ſuch entertainment, 
preſent, gift, reward, promiſe, obligation, or en- 
1 being duly proved, is, and ſhall be a 
9444 ſufficient 
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ſufficient ground, cauſe and matter, to make 
every ſuch election void as to the perſon ſo of- 
fending, and to render the perſon ſo elected, in- 
capable to fit in parliament by ſuch election; and 
hereof the committee of elections and privileges, 
is appointed to take eſpecial notice and care, 
and to act and determine matters coming before 


* accordingly. 


 Ryſolved, 

THAT the ſaid order againſt exceſſive drink. 
ing at elections, be a further inſtruction to the 
committee of elections, and that it be from time 
to time entered amongſt the conſtant and ſtanding 
powers and inſtructions given by the houſe of 
commons to the ſaid committee. 
| Vol. ix, p. 411. 


17 MARCH, 1700-1. 
Reſolved, 

THAT the lending of money upon any ſe- 
curity to a corporation which ſends members to 
parliament, and remitting the intereſt of the ſame 
with intent to influence the election of ſuch cor- 
poration, is an unlawful and dangerous practice. 

Vol. xui. P- 400. 


Raſolved, 
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or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. ix 


Reſolved, 

THAT if it ſhall appear that any + norte 
hath procured himſelf to be elefted or returned 
a member of this houſe, or endeavoured ſo to 
be, by bribery or any other corrupt practices, 
this houſe will proceed with the utmoſt _ 


againſt ſuch perſon. 
Note.—This reſolution is made at the commence- 


ment of every ſeſſion. 


Evidence at the Pull and before the Houſe. 


16 JANUARY, 1695. : 
Reſolved, 

THAT the houſe doth agree with the com- 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution, that evidence ought 
not to be admitted to diſqualify an elector as no 
freeholder, who at the election ſwore himſelf to 
be a freeholder. 


Vol. xi. p. 395. 
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3 16 JUNE, 1735. 1 J 
4 Ordered, 1 
2 THAT the counſel at the bar of this houſe, i 
or before the committee of privileges and elec- 1 
8 tions, be reſtrained from offering evidence touch- 1 
ing the legality of votes for members to ſerve 9 

in parliament for any county, ſhire, city, bo- 1 | 

rough, cinque port, or place contrary to the laſt 1 
deter- i 


RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS 


determination in the houſe of commons, which 
determination by an act paſſed in the 2d year of 
his preſent majeſty's reign, intituled © An act for 
the more effectual preventing bribery and cor. 
ruption in the election of members to ſerve i in 
parliament, is made final to all intents and pur- 
poſes whatſoever, any uſage to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 


Vol. xxii. p- 498. 


2 — 


12 0 eu S * * * * 


26 FEBRUARY, 1735. 


Reſolved, 
THAT the counſel for the petitioners be ad- 
mitted to give parole evidence as to a perſon be- 
ing no frecholder at the time of the election who 
fwore himſelf then to be a freeholder, 
Vol. xxi. p. 593. 


3 8 * 


2 MARCH, 1735. 
Reſolved, 

THAT the counſel for the petitioners be ad- 
mitted to give evidence to what a voter confeſſcd 
of his having no freehold, who at the time of the 
election ſwore he had. 

| Vol. xxii. p. 604. 


Quali- 


or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Qualification of Candidates. 


f 2 JUNE, 16885. 
* Reſulved, 
THAT no mayor can duly return himſclf 

a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for the ſame 
borough of which he is a mayor at the time of 

the elcction. 

Vol. ix. p. 725. 


3 | *** — 
2 JUNE, 1685, 
Reſobved, 
THAT no mayor, bailiff, or other officer 


of a borough, who is a proper officer to whom 


the precept ought to be directed, is capable of 
being elected to ſerve in parliament for the ſame 


borough of which he is mayor, bailiff, or officer 


at the time of the election. 
Vol. ix. p. 725. 


1 4 — 


21 NOVEMBER, 1717. 
Reſolved, 
THAT notwithſtanding the oath when by 
any candidate at or after any election, his quali- 


fication may afterwards be examined into. 
Vol. xviii. p. 629. 


31 vo- 
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: queſtion the 83 of a petitioner, he ſhall | 
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31 NOVEMBER, 1717. 


Reſolved, 
THAT the perſon whoſe qualification i is ex- 
preſsly objected to in any petition relating to his 
election, ſhall within fifteen days after the petition 
received, give to the clerk of the houſe of com- 
mons, a paper ſigned by himſelf, containing a 
rental or particular of the lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, whereby he makes out his quali- 
fication, of which any perſon concerned may have 


a copy. 


Vol. xviii. p. 629. 


31 NOVEMBER, 1717. 

Reſolved, 
THAT of ſuch lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments, whereof the party hath not been in 
poſſeſſion, for three years before the election, he 
ſhall alſo inſert in the ſame paper from what per- 
ſon, and by what conveyance or act in law he 
claims and derives the ſame; and alſo the conſi- 
deration if any paid ; and the names and places 
of abode of the witneſſes to ſuch conveyance and 
payment. | 
, Vol. xyiii. p. 629. 


— — — 


31 NOVEMBER, 1717. 
Keſalved, = 
THAT if any ſitting member ſhall think fit to 3 * 


+ 


OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


leave notice thereof in writing, with the clerk of 


5 in ſuch caſe within fifteen days after ſuch notice, 
* leave with the ſaid clerk of the houſe, the like 
. account in writing of his qualification, as if re- 
2 quired from a ſitting member. 
d Vol. xvili. p. 62g. 
li- — — - — 
ve 

J 16 ARI, 1728. 


. [ a 4 Refobued, | 
2 THAT a perſon petitioning and thereby 
= claiming a ſeat in this houſe for one place, is ca- 
pable of being elected and returned for another 


place pending ſuch petition. 


Vol. xxi. p. 136. 


—— 


6 FEBRUARY, 1734. 


* 2 
. THAT on the petition of any elector or 


electors for any county, city, or place, ſending 
members to parliament, complaining of an un- 
due election and return, and alledging, That 
ſome other perſon was duly elected and ought to 
have been returned; the fitting member ſo com- 
plained of, may demand and examine into the 
qualification of ſuch perſon ſo alledged to be duly 
elected in the ſame manner as if ſuch perſon had 
himſelf petitioned, 


. i 


Vol. xxii. p. 355. 
Juriſ- 


the houſe of commons; and the petitioner ſhall | 
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- — — > 58 


Juriſdiction of the Houſe. 
26 JANUARY, 1703. 


Refſalved, 
THAT according to the known laws and 
uſage of parliament, it is the ſole right of the 
commons of England in parliament aſſembled, 
(except in caſes otherwiſe provided for by act of 
parliament) to examine and determine all matters 
relating n ee eee own 
members. 


* 
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Reſolved; 
THAT according to the khown laws and 3 
uſage of parliament, neither the qualification of {ll 
any elector, or the right of any perſon elected, 
is cognizable or determinable elſewhere than be- 
fore the commons of England in parliament a- 
ſembled, except in ſuch caſes as are eſpecially 
provided for by act of parliament. 


Reſolved, | 
THAT the examining and determining the | 
qualification or right of any elector, or any per. 
ſon ciected to ſerve in parliament in any court cf 
law or elſcwhere than before the commons d 
England in parliament afſembled (except in ſuc I f 
caſes as are eſpecially provided for by act of pa- 
liament) will expoſe all mayors, bailiffs, and 
other officers who are obliged to take the pol, | 
and make a return thereupon, to multiplicity « } 
3 actions 1 


of THE Hobsx df COMMONS. xv 


actions, vexations, ſuits, and inſupportable ex- 
pences, and will ſubject them to different and in- 
dependent juriſdictions, and inconſiſtent deter- 
minations in the ſame caſe without relief, 


Reſolved, | 
nd THAT Matthew: Aſhby having, in contempt 
he of the juriſdiction of this houſe, commenced and l 


proſecuted an action at common law againſt 
William White and others, the conſtables of 
Ayleſbury, for not receiving his vote at an elec- 
tion of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid borough of Ayleſbury, is guily of a breach 
= of the privilege of this houſe. 


Rejobved, 

THAT whoſoever ſhall preſume to com- 
mence or proſecute any action, indiftment, or 
information at common law, which ſhall bring 
the right of the electors or perſons elected to - 
ſerve in parliament, to the determination of any 
other juriſdiction than that of the houſe of com- 
mons (except in caſes eſpecially provided for by 
act of parliament), ſuch perſon or perſons, and all 
attornies, ſolicitors, counſellors, and ſerjcants at 
law, ſoliciting, proſecuting, or pleading in any 
ſuch caſe are guilty of a high breach of the pri- 
vilege of this houſe, 


A7 ao & - 


Vol. xiv. fol. 308. 


RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS 
D r rr — — — —— — ————— — 
Petitions, Proceedings on Petitions, and ſoliciting the 
Attendance of Members. 
18 MAY, 1727. 
Reſolved, 

THAT in all caſes hi 
ſame ſhall be controverted either at the bar of 
this houſe, or in committees of privileges and 
elections, the counſel for ſuch perſon who ſhall 
be firſt named in ſuch double return, or whoſe 
return ſhall be immediately annexed to the writ, 
tha proceed in the ar 

Vol. xxi. p. 3. 


_ 


4 MAY, 1772, 


Ordered, 
THAT no perſon do preſume to ſolicit the 
attendance of members of this houſe, when 
the matter of any petition, complaining of ar 
undue election or return is ordered to be taken 
into conſideration. 


Vol. xxxiii. p. 726. 


| +. 4 5 


6 DECEMBER, 1774. 


Reſolved, 
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THAT according to the true conſtruction 0. i | 
the act of the 10th year of the reign of his pre- 2 
ſent Majeſty, whenever a petition, complaining Wi 


of an undue election or return of a member to 


2 ſerve 
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or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


ſerve in parliament ſhall be offered to be pre- 
ſented to the houſe, within the time limited by 
the order of the houſe for queſtioning the returns 
of members to ſerve in parliament, the ſaid pe- 
tition ſhall be delivered in at the table and read, 
without a queſtion being put thereupon. 


Reſolved, $ 
THAT whenever more than one petition, 
complaining of an undue election or return for 
the ſame or for different places, ſhall at the ſame 


time be offered to be preſented to the houſe, Mr. 


Speaker ſhall direct ſuch petitions to be all of 
them delivered in at the table; and the names of 
the counties, cities, boroughs, or places to 
which ſuch petitions ſhall relate, ſhall be written 
on ſeveral pieces of paper of an equal ſize ; and 
the ſame pieces of paper ſhall be then rolled up, 
and put by the clerk into a glaſs or box, and then 
publicly drawn by the clerk; and the faid ſe- 
veral petitions ſhall be read in the order in which 
the ſaid names ſhall be drawn reſpectively. 
Vol: xxxv. p. 10. 


* . — 


31 OCTOBER, 1775. 

Reygſolved, > | 
THAT whenever ſeveral Petitions com- 

plaining of undue eleCtions and returns ſhall be 

renewed in this ſeſſion. of parliament, and ſhall 

be delivered in together at the table, the ſaid 


petitions ſhall be read in the order in which they 


B B Were 


RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS 


were directed to be taken into conſideration if 
the laſt ſeſſion. | 
| Vol. xxxv., p. 407: 


— — Vl — —v—õ¼ 


7 NOVEMBER; 1780. 


Riſobved, 
THAT when ſeveral petitions, complaining 
of undue elections or returns of members to ſerve 
in parliament, ſhallat the ſame time be offered to 
be preſented to the houſe, Mr. Speaker ſhall dire& 
ſuch petitions 'to be all of them delivered in at 
the table; where they ſhall be claſſed and read in 
the following order, viz. Such petitions as com- 
plain of double returns in the firſt claſs ; ſuch 25 
complain of the election or return of members 
returned to ſerve for two or more places, in 
the ſecond claſs ; and the reſidue of the ſaid peti- 
tions in the third : And the names of the places 
to which fuch petitions (contained in the firſt claſs, 
if more than one) ſhall relate, ſhall, in the firſt 
place, be written on ſeveral pieces of paper of an 
equal ſize, and the fame pieces of paper ſhall be 
then rolled up, and put by the clerk into a box or 
glaſs, and then publicly drawn by the clerk, and 
the ſaid petitions ſhall be read in the order in 
which the ſaid names ſhall be drawn: And then 
the like method ſhall be obſerved with reſpect to 
the ſeveral petitions contained in the ſecond and 
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Vol. xxxviii. p. 11. 


18 Fin 


* 2 


or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


18 FEBRUARY; 1782. 
Reſolved, 

THAT whenever a motion is made for leave 
to withdraw a petition, complaining of an undue 
election or / return of a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, the conſideration and debate thereof ſhall 
not be entered upon immediately, but the ſame 
ſhall be adjourned till ſuch further day as the 
houſe ſhall think fit to appoint; provided that 
three days at the leaſt ſhall intervene between the 
day on which ſuch motion is made, and the ſaid 
further day ſo to be eat 


Ordered, 
That the ſaid reſolution be made a ſtanding 


* of this houſe. | 
Vol. XXXVIii. p. 800. 


25 MAY, 1784. 


Rejolved, | 
THAT whenever ſeveral petitions, com- 
plaining of undue elections or returns of members 
to ſerve in parliament, ſhall at the ſame time be 
offered to be preſented to the houſe, Mr. Speaker 
ſhall direct ſuch petitions to be all of them deliver- 
ed in at the table, where they ſhall be claſſed and 
read in the following order, viz. Such petitions 
as complain of double returns, in the firſt claſs; 
ſuch as complain of the election or return of 
members returned to ſerve for two or more 
places, in the ſecond claſs; ſuch as complain of 
BB2 returns 
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returns only in the third claſs ; and the reſidue of 
the ſaid petions in the fourth claſs: And the names 
of the places to which ſuch petitions (contained 
in the firſt claſs, if more than- one) ſhall relate, 
ſhall in the firſt place be written on ſeveral pieces 
of paper of an equal ſize, and the fame pieces of 
paper ſhall be then rolled up, and put by the 
clerk into a box or glaſs, and then publicly 
drawn by the clerk ; and the ſaid petitions ſhall 
be read in the order in which the ſaid names ſhall 
be drawn: And then the like method ſhall be 
. obſerved with reſpect to the ſeveral petitions con- 
tained in the ſecond, third, and fourth claſſes 
reſpectively. 
Vol. xl. p. 11. 


8 


Ordered, 

THAT all perſons, who will queſtion any 
returns of members to ſerve in parliament, do 
queſtion the ſame within fourteen days next, and 
ſo within fourteen days next after any new return 
ſnall be brought in; and that all members who are 
returned for two or more places do make their 
election by this day three weeks for which of the 
places they will ſerve, provided there be no queſ- 
tion upon the return for that place, and if any 
thing ſhall come in queſtion touching the return 
or election of any member, he is to withdraw 
during the time the matter is in debate; and that 
all members returned upon double returns, do 
withdraw till the returns are determined. 

Note. — Ibis order is made at the commence- 


ment of every ſeſſion. 
N Exchange 


or THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


CCDESSRSR_T_T__MARMATTYT — 
Exchange of Lifts. 
Reſolved, 

THAT in all caſes of 8 elections, 
for counties in England and Wales, the petitioners 
do, by themſelves or by their agents, within a con- 
venient time to be appointed by the houſe, de- 
liver to the ſitting members or their agents liſts of 
the perſons, intended by the petitioners to be ob- 
jected to, who voted for the ſitting members, 
giving in the ſaid liſts the ſeveral heads of objec- 
tion, and diſtinguiſhing the ſame againſt the 
names of the voters excepted to; and that the 
ſitting members do, by themſelves or by their 
agents, within the ſame time, deliver the like 
liſts on their part to the petitioners or their 


agents. 
Note. This reſolution is made at the com- 


mencement of every ſeſſion. 
— — — — — 
Falſe Evidence and tampering with Witneſſes. 


Reſolved, 

THAT if it ſhall appear that any perſon 
hath been tampering with any witneſs, in reſpect 
of his evidence to be given to this houſe, or any 
committee thereof, or directly or indirectly hath 
endeavoured to deter or hinder any perſon from 
appearing or giving evidence, the ſame is de- 
Clared to be a high crime and miſdemeanor, and 
this houſe will proceed with the utmoſt ſeverity 
againſt ſuch offender. 

BB 3 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, t 
THAT if it ſhall appear that any perſon hath 
given falſe evidence, in any caſe, before this 
houſe or any committee thereof, this houſe will 


proceed with the utmoſt ſeverity againſt ſuch 


offender. | 
Noete.—Theſe two laſt reſolutions are made at the 
commencement of every Jeſfion. 


— —u 


Amending Returns. 


JULY 20, 1660, 

Reſolved, 2 | 
T HIS houſe doth declare it to be the funda- 
mental order of this houſe that the proper officer, 
except only in caſes of i impotency and fickneſ, 


_ ought to amend in the houſe all returns of elec- 


tions where, upon an error committed in the re- 
turn, the houſe ſhall ſee cauſe to order an amend- 
ment. 

Vol. viii. p. 95. 


— ————— 


12 APRIL, 1690. 
Reſolved, FE 
THAT after a return made into the crown 
office of members to ſerve in parliament, the 
ſame ſhall not be altered by the ſheriff or the 
clerk of the crown, of any other but by this 
houſe. 


Vol. x. p. 377. 
PART 


RELATING 70 


ELECTIONS FOR SCOTLAND, 


— — 


ANNA REGINA, SESS, 4. CAP, 8. 


AF ſettling the Manner electing the Sixteen Peers 


and Forty-froe Commoners, to repreſent Scotland 
in the Parliament of Great Britain. 


Our ſovereign lady conſidering, that, by 
the twenty-ſecond article of the treaty of union, 


as the ſame is ratified by an act paſſed in this ſeſ- 


ſion of parliament, upon the ſixteenth of January 
laſt, it is provided, That by virtue of the faid 
treaty, of the peers of Scotland, at the time of 
the union, ſixteen ſhall be the number to fit and 
vote in the houſe of lords, and forty-five thg 
number of the repreſentatives of Scotland, in the 
houſe of commons of the parliament of Great 
Britain, and that the ſaid ſixteen peers, and forty- 
five members in the houſe of commons be named 
and choſen in ſuch manner, as by a ſubſequent 
act in this preſent ſeſſion of parliament in Scot- 
land ſhall be ſettled ; which a& is thereby de- 
clared to be as yalid as if it were a part of, and 

BB 4 ingroſſed 
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KxIV ACTS RELATING TO 


ingroſſed in the ſaid treaty: Therefore, her ma- 
jeſty, with advice and conſent of the eſtates of 
parliament, ſtatutes, enacts, and ordains, That 
Sixteen peers the ſaid ſixteen peers, who ſhall have right to ſit 
in the #12 in the houſe of peers in the parliament of Great 
— Britain, on the part of Scotland, by virtue of 
peers of Ser- this treaty, ſhall be named by the ſaid peers of 


land out cf weir. Scotland, whom they repreſent, their heirs or 


ſucceſſors to their dignities and honours, out of 
their own number, and that by open election, 
and plurality of voices of the peers preſent, and 
— 4 of the proxies for ſuch as ſhall be abſent, the ſaid 
proxies being peers, and producing a mandate in 
writing, duly ſigned before witneſſes, and both 
the conſtitncit and proxy being qualified ac. 
cording to law ; declaring alſo That ſuch peers as 
are abſent, being qualified as aforeſaid, may ſend 
Or ſend ſigned to all ſuch meetings liſts of the peers whom they 
mY judge fitteſt, validly ſigned by the faid abſent 
peers, which ſhall be reckoned in the ſame man- 
ner as if the parties had been preſent, and given 
In caſe of death, in the ſaid liſt; and, in caſe of the death, or 


or incapacity of 


any peerelected, legal incapacity of any of the ſaid ſixteen peers, 


another to 


zecke in his That the aforeſaid peers of Scotland ſhall nominate 
place in 


place in the fame another of their own number in place of the ſaid 
peer or peers, in manner before and after-men- 
Oftheforty-five tioned ; and That of the ſaid forty-five repreſen- 


commoners . . i 

Seo ard, thirty tatives of £cotland in the houſe of commons, in the 
the ſhire, ac. Parliament of Great Britain, thirty ſhall be choſen 
— genes > by the ſhires or ſtewartries, and fifteen by the 
each ſhire and - 

— royal boroughs, as follows, viz. one for every 


one. ſhire and ſtewartry ; excepting the ſhires of Bute 
Exception. and Caithneſs, which ſhall chooſe one by turns, 
| Bute 
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Bute having the firſt election; the ſhires of Nairn 

and Cromarty, which ſhall alſo chooſe by turns, 

Nairn having the firſt election; and in like man- 

ner the ſhires of Clackmannan and Kinroſs ſhall 

chooſe by turns, Clackmannan having the firſt ;, f of dead 
election. And in caſe of the death, or legal in- * 1 member, © * 
capacity of any of the ſaid members, from the nother : 54 
reſpective ſhires or ſtewartries above-mentioned fire, 48. bn 
to Git in the houſe of commons, it is enacted and ***** 
ordained, That the ſhire or ſtewartry who elected 

the ſaid member ſhall ele& another member in 

his place; and that the ſaid fifteen repreſenta- 

tives for the royal boroughs be choſen as follows, 

viz. that the town of Edinburgh ſhall have right 

to elect and ſend one member to the parliament JLiinbergh ws 
of Great Britain; and that each of the otber 
burghs ſhall ele& a commiſſioner in the ſame 

manner as they are now in uſe to elect commiſ- 

ſioners to the parliament of Scotland; which 
commiſſioners and burghs (Edinburgh excepted) 

being divided in fourteen claſſes or diſtricts, ſhall And fourteen to 
meet at ſuch time and place, within their reſpec- — 
tive diſtricts, as her majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors gde, bo: 


ſhall appoint, and elect one for each diſtrict, viz, fvidedinofour. 
the burghs of Kirkwall, Wick, Dornork, Ding- 
wall, and Tayne, one; the burghs of Fortroſe, 
Inverneſs, Nairn, and Forreſs, one; the burghs 
of Elgin, Cullen, Bamff, Inverury, and Kintore, 
one; the burghs of Aberdeen, Inverbervy, Mon- 
troſe, Aberbrothock, and Brechin, one; the 
burghs of Forfar, Perth, Dundee, Cowper, and 
St. Andrews, one ; the burghs of Crail, Kilren- 
nie, Anſtruther Eaſter, Anſtruther Weſter, and 
amen, „ one; the burghs of Dyſart, Kirk- 
2 caldie, 
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caldie, Kinghorn, and Burntiſland, one; tho 
burghs of Inverkeithing, Dumferling, Queens- 
ferry, Culroſs, and Stirling, one; the burghs of 
Glaſgow, Renfrew, Rutherglen, and Dumbar. 
ton, one; the burghs of Haddingtoun, Dun- 
bar, North Berwick, Lawder, and Jedburgh, 
one ; the burghs of Selkirk, Peebles, Linlith- 
gow, and Lanerk, one; the burghs of Dumfries, 
Sanquhar, Annan, Lochmaban, and Kircud- 
bright, one; the burghs of Wigtoun, New- 
galloway, Stranrawer, and Whitehorn, one; 
and the burghs of Air, Irvine, Rotheſay, Camp. 
Wherethevoters bletown, and Inverary, one. And it is hereby 
tek declared and ordained, That where the votes of 


equal, the preſi- 
done to have b. the commiſſioners for the ſaid burghs met to 


caſting vote, be- 
files is wn. chooſe repreſentatives from the ſeveral diſtricts to 
the parliament of Great Britain, ſhall be equal, 
in that caſe the preſident of the meeting ſhall have 
a caſting or decifive vote, and that by and-attour 
his vote as a commiſſioner from the burgh 
from which he is ſent ; the commiſſioner from the 
eldeſt burgh preſiding in the firſt meeting, and 
the commiſſioners from the other burghs, in their 
reſpective diſtricts, preſiding afterwards, by 
turns, in the order as the faid burghs, are now 
called in rolls of the parliament of Scotland; 
and in caſe that any of the ſaid fifteen commiſ- 
Incaſe of death, ſioners from the burghs, ſhall deceaſe, or 
nocher wo de become legally incapable to fit in the houſe of 
ds ef Ed. commons, then the town of Edinburgh, or the 
nad. diſtrict which chooſed the ſaid member, ſhall 
ele& a member in his or their place. It is al- 
ways hereby expreſsly provided and declared, That 
none 


— wm —— — rn > — - 


— —_— 


- — — — 
— . ]7—⏑Ü«rũ.—— 7, Ce Oy - 
— — — 3 2 _ 


— — —— $$ — 


— — 


- « 
— — —— 7ð — — 


—— 


— 


———— —— — — + IT — — — 


— 


| 
4 
| 
| 
0 


| 
i 
| 
'Þ 


7 
. 
K 
4 4 
4s 'F 
1 
. 
14 
. 
i 
i 
„ 
1 
1 
1 
h 3 
wy 
* 


— 


— — 


— 
> ———— 
— 


ELECTIONS FOR SCOTLAND. | xxvii 


none ſhall be capable to elect, or be elected, for Nene but tha 


any of the ſaid eſtates, but ſuch as are twenty- te, and pe: 
one years of age compleat, and proteſtant, ex- make the forum- 
cluding all papiſts, or ſuch, who being ſuſpected 2 —_— 
of popery, and required, refuſe to ſwear and ſub- fr f 
ſcribe: the formula, contained in the third act made ee 
in the eighth and ninth ſeſſions of king William's 
parliament, intituled, Act for preventing the 
growth of popery: And alſo declaring, That None to be # 
none ſhall be capable to ele&, or be elected, to vlg inSeot- 
repreſent a ſhire or burgh in the parliament of 5 
Great Britain, for this part of the united kingdom, l- — — 
except ſuch as are now capable, by the laws of of Sau. 
this kingdom, to elect, or to be elected as com- 

miſſioners for ſhires or burghs to the parliament, 

of Scotland. And further, her majeſty with ad- 

vice and conſent aforeſaid, for the effectual and 

orderly election of the perſons to be choſen to ſit, 

vote, and ſerve, in the reſpective houſes of the Upon — an 
parliamentof Great Britain, when her majeſty, her al be dire&ted 
heirs and ſucceſſors ſhall declare her or their 2X. Se 
pleaſure for holding the firſt, or any ſubſequent ** 
parliament of Great Britain, and when for that 
effect a writ ſhall be iſſued out under the great 
ſeal of the united kingdom, directed to the privy 
council of Scotland, conform to the ſaid twenty- 
ſecond article, ſtatutes, enacts, and ordains, That 
until the parliament of Great Britain ſhall make 
further proviſion therein, the ſaid writ ſhall con- who are toiffue 
rain a warrant and command to the faid privy fo icing f. 
council to iſſue out a proclamation in her ma- ©, Fe 
jeſty's name, requiring the peers of Scotland for 

the time, to meet and aſſemble at ſuch time and 


place, 
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place, within Scotland, as | her majeſty and royal 
ſucceſſors ſhall think fit to make election of the 


2 Mannerthereef, ſaid ſixteen peers, and requiring the lord clerk 


regiſter, or two of the clerks of ſeſſion, to 

attend all ſuch meetings, and. to adminiſter the 

oaths. that are or ſhall be by law required, and 

to aſk the votes, and having made up the liſts 

in preſence of the meeting, to return the names 

The 1—ů , of the ſixteen peers choſen (certified under the 

to be certified to ſubſcription of the ſaid lord clerk regiſter, clerk, 

privy del or clerks of ſeſſion attending) to the clerk of the 

= <erk b privy council of Scotland; and ſicklike requiring 

and ordaining the ſeveral freeholders in the re- 

ſpective ſhires and ſtewartries, to meet and con- 

vene at the head burghs of their ſeveral ſhires 

and ſtewartries, to ele& their commiſſioners con- 

2 for ding form to the order above ſet down; and ordain- 

er:of ſhires, their ing the clerks of the ſaid meetings immediately 

nge after cler. after the ſaid elections are over, reſpectively, to 

tion by ers return the names of the perſons elected to the 

clerks of the privy council; and laſtly, ordain- 

ing the city of Edinburgh to ele& their com- 

miſſioner and the other royal boroughs to elect 

each of them a commiſſioner, as they have been 

inuſe to elect commiſſioners to the parliament, and 

to ſend the ſaid reſpective commiſſioners, at ſuch 

And for electing times, to ſuch burghs, within their reſpective diſ- 

at af bugln. tricts as her majeſty and ſucceſſors by ſuch procla- 

mation ſhall appoint, requiring and ordaining the 

Manner of dle. common clerk of the reſpective burghs, where 
ſuch elections ſhall be appointed to be made, to 

— — attend the ſaid meetings, and immediately aſter 


roughs to certify the election, to return the names of the perſons 
che names of the ſo 


perſons elected. 


— — — 
6 


* 
2 E. 


FLECTIONS FOR SCOTLAND. ix 


ſo elected (certified under his hand) to the clerk 

of privy council, to the end that the names of 

the ſixteen peers, thirty commiſſioners for ſnires, 

and fifteen commiſſioners for burghs, being ſo 

returned to the privy council, may be returned 

to the court from whence the writ did iſſue 

under the great ſeal of the united kingdom, con- 

form to the- ſaid twenty-ſecond article : And 

whereas by the ſaid twenty-ſecond article it is Th names of 


the fixteen peers, 


agreed, That, if her majeſty ſhall, on or before 

the firſt day of May next, declare, That it is ex- be returned by 

pedient the lords and commons of the preſent d.. © 

parliament of England, ſhould be the members 

of the reſpective houſes of the firſt parliament of 

Great Britain, for and on the part of England, 

they ſhall accordingly be the members of the ſaid 

reſpeCtive houſes, for and on the part of England; 

her majeſty, with advice and conſent aforeſaid, in Mannerofcle&- 
that caſe only, doth hereby ſtatute and ordain, d dne er, 

That the ſixteen peers, and forty-five commiſ- d. aw 


ſioners for ſhires and burghs, who ſhall be choſen ment of Great 


by the peers, barons, and burghs reſpectively in — 
this preſent ſeſſion of parliament, and out of the — 
members thereof in the ſame manner as com- 
mittees of parliament are uſually now choſen, 
ſhall be the members of the reſpective houſes of 
the ſaid firſt parliament of Great Britain, for, and 
on the part of Scotland, which nomination and 
election being certified by a writ under the lord 
clerk regiſter's hand, the perſon ſo nominated and 
elected ſhall have right to ſit and vote in the 
houſe of lords, and in the houſe of commons, 
of the ſaid firſt parliament of Great Britain. 
A. D. 1707. 
 ANNO 
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ANNO 6” ANNA REGINA; CAP. 6. 


An AR for rendering the Union of the Two Kingdoms 
more entire and complete; 


6, Any for the more uniform and expreſs 

method of electing and returning members of 
parliament, be it likewiſe further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That when any parliament 

ſhall at any time hereafter be ſummoned or called, 

I» whit manner” the forty-five repreſentatives of Scotland in the 
—_ of Sor: houſe of commons of the parliament of Great 
Britain, ſhall be elected and choſen by authority 
of the queen's writs under the great ſeal of Great 

Britain, directed to the ſeveral ſheriffs and ſtewarts 

of the reſpective ſhires and ſtewartries ; and the 

- faid ſeveral ſheriffs and ſtewarts ſhall, on receipt 

of ſuch receipts, forthwith give notice of the 

time of election for the knights or commiſſioners 

for their reſpective ſhires or ſtewartries, and 

at ſuch time of election the ſeveral freeholders 

in the reſpective ſhires and ſtewartries ſhall 

meet and convene at the head burghs of their 

ſeveral ſhires and ſtewartries, and proceed to 

the election of their reſpective commiſſioners 

or knights for the ſhire or ſtewartry; and the 

clerks of the ſaid meetings, immediately after 

the ſaid elections are over, ſhall reſpectively 

return the names of the perſons elected to the 

ſheriff or ſtewart of the ſhire or ſtewartry, who 

ſhall annex it to his writ, and return it with the 

fame into the court out of which the writ iſſued: 

3 Ang 
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And as to the manner of election of the fifteen re- 
preſentatives of the royal boroughs, the ſheriffs of 
the ſhire of Edinburgh ſhall, on the receipt of the 
writ directed to him, forthwith direct his precept 
to the lord provoſt of Edinburgh, to cauſe a bur- 
geſs to be elected for that city; and on receipt of 
ſuch precept, the city of Edinburgh fall elect 
their member, and their common clerk ſhall cer- 
tify his name to the ſheriff of Edinburgh, who 


fame into the court from whence the writ iſſued: 
and as to the other royal. burghs, divided into 
fourteen claſſes or diſtricts, the ſneriffs or ſtewarts 
of the ſeveral ſhires and ſtewartries, ſhall on the 


their ſeveral precepts to every royal borough 
within their reſpective ſhires or ſtewartries, re- 
citing therein the contents of the writ, and the 
date thereof, and commanding them forthwith 
to elect each of them a commiſſioner as they uſed 
formerly to elect commiſſioners to the parliament 
of Scotland, and to order the ſaid reſpective com- 
miſſioners to meet at the preſiding borough of 
their reſpective diſtrict (naming the ſaid preſid- 
ing borough) upon the thirtieth day after the day 
of the teſte of the writ, unleſs it be upon the 
Lord s- day, commonly called Sunday, and then 
the next day after, and then to chooſe their bur- 
geſs for the parliament ; and the common clerk 
of the then preſiding borough ſhall immediately 
after the election, return the name of the perſon 
ſo elected to the ſheriff or ſtewart of-the ſhire or 
Ny wherein ſuch * INE who 
BY Dl” 


ſhall annex it to his writ, and return it with the 


receipt of. their ſeveral writs, forthwith dire& | 


- 
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ſhall annex it to his writ, and return it with the 

ſame into the court from whence the writ iſſued: 

Mow vacancies And in caſe a vacancy ſhall happen in time of 
E parliament, by the deceaſe or legal incapacity of 
lies, any member, a new member ſhall be elected in | 
his room, conformable to the method herein- be- 

fore appointed; and in caſe ſuch vacancy be of 

a a repreſentative for any one of the ſaid fourteen 

claſſes, or diſtricts of the ſaid royal boroughs, 

that borough which preſided at the election of 

the deceaſed or diſabled member, ſhall be the 

preſiding borough at ſuch new election. 

Shire or Stewar- 6. Provided always, That upon the iſſuing of 
— va writs of ſummons for the electing of a parliament, 
niredoatefthe if any ſhire or ſtewartry wherein a royal borough i 
writ, &. hath not then a turn, or right to elect a commil- 
ſioner, or knight of the ſhire or ſtewartry for 

that parliament, That then it ſhall be omitted 

out of the writ directed to ſuch ſheriff or ſtewart, 

to cauſe a knight, or commiſſioner for that ſhire 


or ſtewartry to be elected for that parliament. 


ANNO 6* ANNA REGINA, CAP: 23. 

An Af to make further Proviſion for. elefting and 
ſummoning Sixteen Peers of Scotland, to fit in the 
Houſe of Peers in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and for trying Peers for Offences committed in 
Scotland; and for the further regulating of Voter 

in Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


Fans rin © WHEREAS by the two and twentieth 
article of the treaty of union, for uniting the 
two 
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two kingdoms of England and Scotland, ratified 
and confirmed by the reſpective parliaments of 
each kingdom, it was amongſt other things pro- 
vided, That when her majeſty, her heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſnould declare their pleaſure for holding the 
firſt, or any ſubſequent parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, until the parliament of Great Britain ſhould 
make further proviſion therein, writs ſhould iſſue 
under the Great ſeal of the united kingdom of 
Great Britain, directed to the privy council of 
Scotland, commanding them to cauſe ſixteen peers, 
who were to ſit in the houſe of lords, to be ſum- 
moned to parliament, in ſuch manner as by an act 
of the then preſent ſeſſion of parliament of Scot- 
land, was or ſhould be ſettled ; in which ſeſſion of the 
parliament in Scotland an act was .acccordingly 
paſſed for that purpoſe, intituled, © An act ſettling 
the manner of electing the ſixteen peers, and ſorty- 
five members to repreſent Scotland in the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, which act was afterwards 
confirmed by the parliament of England, and de- 
clared to be as valid as if the ſame had been part 
of and ingroſſed in, the ſaid articles of union; by 
which act it 15; amongſt other things, provided and 
enacted, That the ſixteen peers who ſhould have a 
right to ſit in the houſe of peers in the parliament of 
Great Britain on the part of Scotland, by virtue of the 
ſaid treaty, ſhould be named by the ſaid peers of 
Scotland, whom they repreſent, their heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors to their dignities and honours out of their own 
number, and that by open election and plurality 
of voices of the peers preſent, and of the proxies 
for ſuch as ſhould be abſent, the ſaid proxies be- 

e e ing 
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ing peers, and producing a mandate in writing 
duly ſigned before witneſſes, and both the conſti- 
tuent and the proxy being qualified according to 
law; and that fuch peers as were abſent being 
qualified as aforeſaid, might ſend to all ſuch meet- 
ings, a liſt of the peers whom they judged fitteſt, 
validly ſigned by the ſaid abſent peers, which 


' ſhould be reckoned in the ſame manner as if the 


parties had been preſent and given in the ſaid 
liſt; and in caſe of the death, or legal incapacity, 
of any of the ſaid ſixteen peers, that the afore- 
ſaid peers of Scotland, ſhould nominate another 
of their own number in place of the ſaid peer 


.or peers, in manner as therein is mentioned; and 
it was thereby further enacted, That until the 


parliament of Great Britain ſhould make further 
proviſion therein, the ſaid writs ſo to be iſſued, 
ſhould contain a warrant and command, to com- 


mand the ſaid privy council to iſſue out a procla- 


mation in her majeſty's name, requiring the 
peers of Scotland for the time, to meet and aſ- 
ſemble at ſuch time and place within Scotland, as 
her majeſty and her royal ſucceſſors ſhould think 
fit, to make election of the ſaid ſixteen peers, and 
requiring the lord clerk regiſter, or two of the 
clerks ot ſeſſion, to attend all ſuch meetings, and to 
adminiſter the oaths as were, or ſhould be, by law 
required, and to aſk the votes, and having made 
up the liſt in preſence of the meeting, to re- 
turn the names of the ſixteen peers choſen, cer- 
tified under the ſubſcription of the ſaid lord clerk 
regiſter, clerk, or clerks of ſeſſion, attending, to 


the clerk of the privy council of Scotland, to the 
3 end 
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end that the names of the ſixteen peers being ſo 
returned to the privy council, might be returned 
to the court from whence the writ did iſſue, un- 
der the great ſeal of the united kingdom, con- 


form to the ſaid twenty-ſecond article; And 


whereas by an act of this preſent ſeſſion, intituled, 
An act for rendering the union of the two king- 
doms more entire and compleat, it is declared 
and enacted, That from and after the firſt day of 
May, 1708, the privy council of Scotland ſhall 


ceaſe and determine, whereby it is become necef- 


fary that ſome further proviſion ſhould be made 
for the electing and returning the ſaid ſixteen 
peers, that are to ſit in the houſe of peers in the 
parliament of Great Britain, purſuant to the ſaid 
treaty: Be it therefore enacted by the queen's 
moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 


and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal 


and commons in parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, That at all times 
hereafter, when her majeſty, her heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors ſhall declare her or their pleaſure for ſum- 
moning and holding any parliament of Great 
Britain, in order to the electing and ſummoning 
the ſixteen peers of Scotland, a proclamation 


ſhall be iſſued under the great ſeal of Great 


Britain, commanding all the peers of Scot- 
land to aſſemble and meet at Edinburgh, or in 
ſuch other place in Scotland, and at ſuch time as 
ſhall be appointed in the ſaid proclamation, to 
elect by open election, the ſixteen peers to ſit 


and vote in the houſe of peers in the parliament 


0 C 2 of 


6 Anne, e. 6. 


Proclam ation to 
be ifſued for e- 
lecting 16 peers 
of Scotland to fit 
in the parliament 
of Great Britains 
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of Great Britain, in ſuch manner as by the be- 
fore-recited act and herein-after is appointed. 
1 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
25 days before aforeſaid, That every proclamation iſſued for 
Ao the purpoſe aforeſaid, ſhall be duly publiſhed at 
the market croſs at Edinburgh, and in all the 
county towns of Scotland, five and twenty days 
W at the leaſt before the time thereby appointed for 
41 the meeting of the peers to proceed to ſuch 
| election. 
Alta wake 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
be cache. aforeſaid, That all the peers who meet on ſuch 
4 proclamation, ſhall, before they proceed to the 
election, and in the preſence of all the peers 
aſſembled for ſuch election, take the reſpective 
oaths, videlicet: 

&« I, A. B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, 
That I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance 
to her majeſty queen Anne, 

So help me God. 
A. B.” 

« I, A. B. do ſwear, That I do from my 
heart abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as impious and 
heretical, that damnable doctrine and poſition, 
That princes, excommunicated or deprived by 
the Pope or any authority of the See of Rome, 
may be depoſed or murdered by their ſubjects or 
any other whatſoever: And I do declare, That 
no foreign prince, perſon, prelate, ſtate, or po- 
tentate, hath or ought to have any juriſdiction, 
power, ſuperiority, pre-eminence, or authority, 
n or ſpiritual within this realm, 

So help me God.” 
3 And 
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And alſo make, repeat, and ſubſcribe the de- 
claration following, videlicet : 

&« I, A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely, in the 
preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, 
That I do believe that in the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, there is not any tranſubſtantiation of 
the elements of bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Chriſt, at or after the conſecration 
thereof by any perſon whatſoever, and that the 
invocation or adoration of the Virgin Mary or 
any other faint, and the ſacrifice of the maſs, as 
they are now uſed in the church of Rome, are 
ſuperſtitious and idolatrous. And I do ſolemnly, 
in the preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and de- 
clare, That I do make this declaration and every 
part thereof, in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of 
the words read unto me, as they are commonly 
underſtood by Engliſh proteſtants, without any 
evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſervation 
whatſoever, and without any diſpenſation already 
granted me for this purpoſe by the Pope, or any 
other authority or perſon, or without any hope 
of any ſuch diſpenſation from any perſon or au- 
thority whatſoever, or without thinking that I 
am, or can be, acquitted before God or man, or 
abſolved of this declaration or any part thereof, 
although the Pope, or any other perſon or per- 
ſons, or power whatſoever, ſhould diſpenſe with, 
or annul the ſame, or declare that it was null 
and void from the beginning.” 

And alſo take and ſubſcribe the following 
oath,” videlicet: ©» 

C&Ef* 3 FO" 


And fubſcribe 


And alſo take 
the 
oath, 
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« I, A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknow- 
ledge, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, in my conſci- 
ence before God and the world, that our ſove- 
reign lady queen Anne, is lawful and rightful 
queen of this realm, and of all other her majeſty's 
dominions and countries thereunto belonging: 
And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely declare, That I 
do believe in my conſcience, the perſon pretend- 
ed to be prince of Wales during the life of the 
late king James, and, ſince his deceaſe, pre- 
tending to be, and taking upon himſelf the ſtile 
and title of, king of England by the name of 
James the Third, or of Scotland by the name of 


James the Eighth, or the ſtile and title of king 


of Great Britain, hath not any right or title 


- whatſoever to the crown of this realm, or any 


other the dominions thereunto belonging, and I 
do renounce, refuſe, and abjure any allegiance or 
obedience to him; And I do ſwear, That I will 


bear faith and true allegiance to her majeſty 


queen Anne, and her will defend, to the utmoſt 


of my power, againſt all traiterous conſpiracies 


which I ſhall know to be againſt her perſon, 
crown, or dignity : And I will do my utmoſt en- 


deavour to diſcloſe and make known to her ma- 
jeſty and her ſucceſſors, all treaſons, traiterous 


conſpiracies, which I ſhall know to be againſt 
her or any of them: And I do faithfully promiſe 
to the utmoſt of my power, to ſupport, maintain, 


and defend the ſucceſſion of the crown againſt him 
the ſaid James, and all other perſons whatſoever, 


as the ſame is and ſtands ſettled by an act, (in- 


tituled, An act declaring the rights and liberties 


of 
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of the ſubject, and ſettling the ſucceſſion of the 
crown to her preſent majeſty and the heirs of her 
body, being proteſtants,) and as the ſame by one 
other act, intituled, (An act for the further li- 
mitation of the crown, and better ſecuring the 
rights and liberties of the ſubject,) is and ſtands 
ſettled and entailed after the deceaſe of her ma- 
jeſty, and for default of iſſue of her majeſty, to 
the princeſs Sophia, electreſs and dutcheſs dow- 
ager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body be- 
ing proteſtants: And all theſe things 1 do plainly 
and ſincerely acknowledge and ſwear according 
to theſe expreſs words by me ſpoken, and ac- 
cording to the plain and common ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding of the ſame words, without any equivo- 
cation, mental evaſion, or ſecret reſervation 
whatſoever. And I do make this recognition, 
acknowledgement, abjuration, renunciation, and 
promiſe heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the 
true faith of a chriſtian, 
So help me God.” 

4. And that ſuch peers that live in Scotland, 
but ſhall not be preſent at ſuch meeting fo 
appointed, may take the faid oaths, and make 
and ſubſcribe the ſaid declaration in any ſheriff's 
court in Scotland, and every ſheriff or his deputy 
before whom ſuch oaths, and ſuch declaration 


ſhall be fo made, ſubſcribed and repeated, ſhall - 


and 1s hereby required to return the original ſub- 
ſcription of ſuch oath and declaration, ſigned by 
the peer who took the ſame, and make a re- 
turn in writing under his hand and ſeal to the 
peers ſo aſſembled, of ſuch peers taking the ſaid 

CC 4 oaths, 


How peers liv- 
ing in Scotland 
or refiding in 
England, not 
preſent at elece 
tion, may take 
the oaths, &c 
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oaths, and making and ſubſcribing the faid oath 
and declaration, and ſuch peer ſhall be thereby 
and be thereby enabled and qualified to make a proxy, or to 
— wage ſend a ſigned liſt containing the names of ſixteen 
are af peers of Scotland, for whom he giveth his vote, 
and ſuch of the peers of Scotland, as at the time 
of iſſuing ſuch proclamation reſide in England, 
may take and ſubſcribe the ſaid oaths, and make, 
repeat, and ſubſcribe the ſaid declaration in her 
majeſty's high court of chancery in England, her 
majeſty's court of queen's bench, common pleas, 
or court of exchequer in England, which being 
certified by writ to the peers in Scotland at their 
meeting, under the ſeal of the court where ſuch 
oath and declaration ſhall be made, repeated, 
and ſubſcribed, ſhall be ſufficient to entitle ſuch 
peer to make his proxy, and to ſend a ſigned liſt, - 
as aforeſaid ; and in caſe any of the ſaid peers of 
Scotland, who at any time before the iſſuing 
of ſuch proclamation, have taken the ſaid oaths 
and made and ſubſcribed the ſaid declaration in 
England or Scotland, to be certified as afore- 
ſaid, and if taken in parliament, to be certified 
under the great ſeal of Great Britain, ſhall at the 
time of ifſuing ſuch proclamation be abſent in the 
ſervice of her majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors, 
ſuch peer may make his proxy or ſend a ſigned 
liſt, | 
proxis 5. Provided always and be it enacted by the 
hallbe gel. authority aforeſaid, That ſuch peers of Scot- 
land, as are alſo peers of England, ſhall ſign 
their proxies and liſts by the title of their peerage 
in Scotland. 


6. And 
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ing more than two proxies at one time. 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That at ſuch meeting of the peers, 
they ſhall all give in the names of the perſons by 


peers in the parliament of Great Britain, and the 
lord clerk regiſter, or two of the principal clerks 
of the ſeſſion appointed by him to officiate in his 


examined, certify the names of the ſixteen peers 
ſo elected, and ſign and atteſt the ſame in the 


and atteſted, ſhall, by the lord cletk regiſter, or two 


into her majeſty's high court of chancery of Great 
Britain before the time appointed for the meeting 
of the Parliament. 

8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the peers ſhould come to ſuch 
meetings with their ordinary attendants only, ac- 
cording to, and under the ſeveral penalties in- 
flicted by, the ſeveral laws and ſtatutes now in 
force in Scotland, which preſcribe and dire& with 
what number and attendants the ſubjects there 
may repair to the public courts of juſtice. 

9. And be it further enacted by the authority 


ſo aſſembled and met together for the electing 
ſixteen pcers to fit and vote in the houſe of peers 
in the parliament of Great Britain, to act, pro- 
Poſe, debate, or treat of any other matter or 


thing 


6. And be it further enafted by the authority No n have 
aforeſaid, That no peer ſhall be capable of hav- proxies 


them nominated to fit and vote in the houſe of _ of the 


name, ſhall, after the election is made and duly 


preſence of the peers, which certificate, ſo ſigned 


of the principal clerks of the ſeſſion, be returned 


aforeſaid, That it ſhall not be lawful for the Peers 


xl 


After election, 
lord clerk reg: 12 
ter to certify the 


ecrs elected. 
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thing whatſoever, except only the election of the 
faid ſixteen peers, and that every peer who ſhall 
at ſuch meeting preſume to propoſe, debate, or 
treat of any other matter or thing contrary to the 
direction of this act, ſhall incur the penalty of 
premunire, expreſſed in the ſtatute of the 16th 
year of king Richard the Second. 

10. And be it further declared by the autho. 
rity aforeſaid, That all and every matter and 
things for, or concerning, the eleCtion of ſixteen 
peers of Scotland, to fit and vote in the houſe of 
peers in the parliament of Great Britain, directed 
and appointed to be obſerved and done by the 

2 ef articles of union, and the ſaid recited act of par- 
kament of Ser-. liament in Scotland, intituled, An act ſettling the 
_ manner of electing the ſixteen peers and forty- 
five members to repreſent Scotland in the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain,“ which act, by an act of 
| parliament in England, in the 5th year of her 
majeſty's reign, intituled, . An act for the union 
of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland,” 
was declared to be as valid as if the ſame had been 
part of, and ingroſſed in, the articles of union 
thereby ratified and approved, ſhall be obſerved 
Fxception. and performed, except only wherein this act has | 
further declared and provided. N 
11. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
In caſe of death Tity aforeſaid, That, in caſe any of the ſixteen 
— peers ſo choſen ſhall die, or become otherwiſe 
— legally diſabled to fit in the houſe of peers of the 
| parliament of Great Britain, her majeſty, her 
heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall forthwith, after ſuch 
death or diſability,” iſſue a proclamation under the 


great 
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5 Annæ, c. $ 


great ſeal of Great Britain, for electing another 


lions may iſſue under the great ſeal of Great 
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peer of Scotlend to fit in the houſe of peers 
of the parliament of Great Britain in the room 
of ſuch peer deceaſed or otherwiſe legally diſ- 
abled ; which proclamation ſhall be publiſhed 
at ſuch time and places as is herein enacted, 
touching proclamation iſſued upon ſummoning a 
parliament of Great Britain ; and the peers of 
Scotland being qualified as hereby directed, ſhall 
proceed to elect a peer of Scotland to fit in the 
houſe of peers of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, in the room of ſuch peer deceaſed or other- 
wiſe legally diſabled, in ſuch manner and under 
ſuch reſtriction and regulations as are by this act 
directed to be obſerved, upon the electing ſix- 
teen peers of Scotland to ſit in the houſe of peers 
of the parliament of Great Britain, 

12, And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That for the more effectual — hl 
trial of any peer of Great Britain that hath com- ſon, murder, &c. 
mitted, or ſhall commit any high treaſon, petit gala. 
treaſon, miſpriſion of treaſon, murder, or other 
felonies, in Scotland, commiſſion or commil- 


Britain to be directed to ſuch perſon and perſons 
as ſhall be therein named, conſtituting them, and 
uch a number of them as ſhall be therein 
entioned, juſtices of the queen, her heirs and 
ſucceſſors, to enquire, by the oaths of good and 
lawful men of ſuch county and counties of Scot- 
and as ſhall be named therein, of all treaſons, 
upriſions of treaſon, murders, and other felo- 

I nies, 
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nies, committed in ſuch county by a peer or peey 
of Great Britain, which inquiſition ſhall lf 
taken and made in the ſame manner as te 
indictments found and taken before juſlicy | 
of oyer and terminer of any county of Eng. 
land, and ſhall be of the ſame effect, and pu 
ceeded upon in the ſame method as any in | 
quiſition found before juſtices of oyer and t. 
miner in England, whereby any peer is indica 
for any ſuch offence, and ſuch juſtices ſhall iu 
mandates or precepts to the ſheriffs of the v 
ſpective counties of Scotland to return to them «i 
ſuch day and place as they ſhall appoint, fuck 4 
ſo many good and lawful men of the ſame cow: | 
ty, as may be ſufficient to enquire of the offence 

aforeſaid, and twelve or more of them ſo returad | 
being ſworn, ſhall be ſufficient. to make ſuch c 1 
quiry, and find any indictment; and if the w_ 
of ſuch county ſhall not ſummon a ſuffice 
number of men to make ſuch inquiſition, 
juſtices that do proceed upon ſuch commil 1 
may impoſe a fine upon ſuch ſheriff which ſha 1 
be levied by proceſs, out of the exchequer ; ani 
any of the perſons ſummoned by the ſheriff tomy 
quire as aforeſaid, ſhallnot appear, the juſtices mul 
in like manner, impoſe a fine upon ſuch peri 
ſo making default to be levied in manner aforcluy 
13. And be it further enacted by the aj 
thority aforeſaid, That every perſon who ſu 
refuſe to take the oath laſt herein-before recit 


Perſons refuſing / | 
to take the oath, Or, being a Quader, ſhall refuſe to declare Un 


or Quaker to 


make © affirma- effect — upon his ſolemn affirmation as c 


mon, &c. un- a ret 


£ 
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ed by an act of parliament made in the „th capable of voting 


for election of 


of the reign of his late majeſty, king Wil- member, &c. 


am, intituled, © An act that the ſolemn affirma- 7» & 8s w. z. e. 
34» 


; the (Won and declaration of the people called Quakers, 
egal be accepted inſtead of an oath in uſual form” 
Ege. hich oath or declaration the ſheriff preſident 


the meeting, or chief officer taking the poll 
any election of members to ſerve in the houſe 
commons for any place in Great Britain, or 
dmmiſſioners for chuſing burgeſſes for any 
ace in Scotland, at the requeſt of any candidate 
other perſon preſent at ſuch election, are 
reby impowered and required to adminiſter) 
all not be capable of giving any vote for the 
Ection of any ſuch member to ſerve in the 
duſe of commons for any place in Great Britain 
commiſſioner to chuſe a burgeſs for any 
ace 1n Scotland. 
14. Provided always, and be it enacted by 4 
authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon, being * i | 
Duaker, ſhall refuſe to take the ſaid oath, being 40 
dered to him in purſuance of an act made in : 10 
s preſent ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, «An N dt 1 | {it f 
t for the better ſecurity of het majeſty's perſon ju fende, | 
d government,” but ſhall inſtead thereof declare Þy Ann. c. 14. 


effect of the ſaid oath, upon his ſolemn affir- 104 


ation, as directed by an act of parliament made Wh 
x the 7th year of the reign of his late majeſty, 7 & 8W. z. c. | j h 
_ g William the Third, intituled, „An act 121168 


at the ſolemn affirmation and declaration of the d 1. Geo: . 100 
ople called Quakers, ſhall be accepted inſtead — Ji 
an oath in uſual form,” which affirmation ſhall 7 


be 
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[ 
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any eiectionlap- 
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true value of the lands, on purpoſe to create and 
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be adminiſtered to ſuch Quaker inſtead of the 
faid oath, ſuch Quaker ſhall not be liable to any 
the penalties or forfeitures for refuſing the (aid 
o2th when tendered to him, contained or men- 
tioned in the ſaid act, intituled, An act for the 
better ſecurity of her mayeſty” s perſon and * 
vernment.“ 


A. D. 1707. 


AN No 12* ANN, CAP. 6. 


An AR for the better Regulating the Fleftims i 
Members to ſerve in Parliament for that zh 
Great Britain called Scotland, 


© WHEREAS of late ſeveral conv: 
ances of eſtates have been made in truſt or redeem- | 
able for eluſory ſums, no ways adequate to thei 


multiply votes in elections of members to ſerve n 
parliament for that part of Great Britain calle 
Scotland, contrary to the true intent and meaning| 
of the laws in that behalf,” Be it therefor} 
enacted by the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the lord 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this pre-. 
ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the fame, That from and after the determina- 
tion of this preſent parliament, no conveyance 
right whatſoever whereupon infeoffment is no: 
taken and ſcizin regiſtrated, one year before tit 

telle 
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ls BY tefte of the writs for calling a new parliament, | 


ſhall upon objection made in that behalf, entitle 
the perſon or perſons ſo infeoft, to vote or to 
be elected at that election in any ſhire or 
ſtewartry in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland; and in caſe any election happen during 
the continuance of a parliament, no conveyance 
or right whatſoever, whereupon  infeoffment is 
not taken one year before the date of the warrant 
for making out a new writ for ſuch election, 
ſhall, upon objection made in that behalf, entitle 
the perſon or perſons ſo infeoft to vote or be 
elected at that election; and that from and after 
the ſaid day, it ſhall and may be lawful to or for 
any of the electors preſent, ſuſpecting any perſon 
or perſons to have his or their eſtates in truſt and 
for the behoof of another, to require the preſes 
of the meeting to tender the following oath to 
any elector; and the ſaid preſes is hereby im- 
powered and required to adminiſter the ſame 


aid 


en- 


l 


the following words, videlicet : 
let «I, A. B. do, in the preſence of God, declare 
ing nd wear, that the lands and eſtate of 


or which I claim to give my vote in this election, 


oof of any other perſon whatſoever ; and I do 
wear before God, that neither I, nor any perſon 
o my knowledge, in my name, or by my allow- 
ance, hath given, or intends to give, any pro- 
iſe, obligation, bond, back-bond, or other ſe- 
urity, for re-diſponing or re-conveying the ſaid 
ands and eſtate, any manner of way whatſoever; 
and 


re not conveyed to me in truſt, or for the be- 


Any ele ctor may 
require the 
preſes to tender 
an oath to one 
whom he ſuſ- 
pects to have an 
eſtate in truſt. 


The oath, 
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and this is the truth, as T ſhall anſwer to God.” 
Refuſing, hall And in cafe ſuch elector refuſe to ſwear, and 
Es alſo to ſubſcribe the ſaid oath, ſuch perſon or 
perſons ſhall not be capable of voting, or being 
elected at ſuch election. | 
Other objetions 2. Provided always, That notwithſtanding 
3 by ſuch oath. taken, it ſhall be lawful to make ſuch 
other objections as are allowed by the laws of 
Scotland againſt fuch electors. 
ä | 3+. AIDE further enacted and declared by 
. the authority aforeſaid, That no infeoffment 
e-pe proper wad. taken upon any redeemable right whatſoever 
Eds an wa. (except proper wadſetts, adjudications, or ap- 
be elected. And priſings allowed by the act of parliament relating 


rſons not in- 
rote at beet to elections in 168 1) ſhall entitle the perſon ſo 


— —— with infeoft to vote or be elected at any election in 
an. * any ſhire or ſtewartry; and that no perſon or 
perſons, who have not been iurolled and voted at 

former elections, ſhall, upon any pretence what- 

ſoever, be inrolled or admitted to vote at any 

election, except he or they firſt produce a fuf- 

ficient right or title to qualify him or them to 

vote at that election, to the ſatisfaction of the 

freeholders formerly inrolled, or the majority of 

them preſent; and the returning officers are 


hereby ordained to make their returns of the 


This clauſe is in Perſons elected by the majority of the freeholders 


oy oy pans inrolled, and thoſe admitted by them, reſerving 
el. always the liberty of objecting againſt the perſons 
admitted to, or excluded from the roll, as for- 


merly. : 


4. And 


CT 


wo UN 
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4. And be it further enacted by the autho- Sheriffs, Ac. 
rity aforeſaid, That all ſheriffs of ſhires, and 3 penalty 


ſtewarts and ſtewartries, ſhall be obliged, under the public — 


tions three days 


pain of fifty pounds ſterling, one moiety whereof before the day of 
ſhall be to the queen's moſt excellent majeſty, her es 

heirs and ſucceſſors, and the other moiety to the 

perſon or perſons who ſhall ſue for the fame, to 

be recovered before the court of ſeſſion, by any 

action ſummarily, without abiding the courſe of 

the roll, to make the public intimations required 

by the laws of Scotland, at the ſeveral pariſh 

churches within their reſpective juriſdictions, at 

leaſt three days before the dyet of elections. 

5. Provided always, That the right of N. the rights 
apparent heirs in voting at elections by virtue of huſbaads. 
their predeceſſors infeoffments, and the right of 
huſbands, by virtue of their wives“ infeoffments, 
be and is hereby reſerved to them, as formerly; 
any thing in this act contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 

6. Provided alſo, That any conveyance of Any right 


whereon infeoff- 


right, which by the laws of Scotland is ſuffi- ment is taken 
cient to qualify any perſon to vote in the elections — 7 


of members to ſerve in parliament for ſhires or gb debe, or 
ſtewartries, and whereupon infeoffment is taken, Parlament. 
on or before the firſt day of June, in the year of 
our Lord 171 3, ſhall entitle the perſon or perſons 
ſo infeoft, to vote at the elections of members to 
ſerve in the next enſuing parliament; any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
7. Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
clared to be the true intent and meaning of this g ww. 
act, That no huſbands ſhall vote at any enſuing woe by virus 


D D election 
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of their vives election by virtue of their wives' infeoffments, 


: infeoffments, 


unleſs they are who are not heireſſes, or have not right to the 


6 Ann. e. 23 · 


property of the lands on account whereof ſuch 
vote ſhall be claimed. 
A. D. 1713. 


ANNO 1“ GEORGII, CAP. 13. 


An Af for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government, and the Succeſſion of the Crown in 
the Heirs of the late Princeſs Sophia, being Pro- 
teftants, and for extinguiſhing the hopes of the 
pretended Prince of Wales, and his open and 
fecret Abettors. | 


4. AnD whereas certain doubts and ſcru- 
ples have ariſen concerning the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of the clauſe following, contained in an act 


made in the 6th year of her late majeſty queen 
Anne, intituled, An Act to make further provi- 


viſion for electing and ſummoning ſixteen peers of 
Scotland, to fit in the houſe of peers in the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain; and for trying peers for 
offences committed in Scotland; and for the fur- 
ther regulating of voters in elections of members 
to ſerve in parhament ; whereby it is enacted, 
That every perſon who ſhall refuſe to take the 
oath laſt therein-before recited, or being a Quader, 
ſhall refuſe to declare the effect thereof upon his 
ſolemn affirmation, as directed by an act of par- 
liament made in the 7th year of the reign of his 
3 late 
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late majeſty king William, intituled, An act that 
the ſolemn affirmation and declaration of the 
people called Quakers, ſhall be accepted inſtead 
of an oath in the uſual form, (which oath or de- 
claration, the ſheriff, preſident of the meeting, 
or chief officer taking the poll at any election of 
members to ſerve in the houſe of commons for 
any place in Great Britain, or commiſſioners for 
chuſing burgeſſes for any place in Scotland, at 
the requeſt of any candidate, or other perſon 
preſent at ſuch election, are hereby impowered 
and required to adminiſter) ſhall not be capable 
of giving any vote for the election of any ſuch 
member to ſerve in the houſe of commons for 
any place in Great Britain, or commiſſioners to 
chuſe a burgeſs for any place in Scotland; on 
account of which words, ſome have pretended to 
vote in the meetings of free elections in Scotland, 
at the chuſing of the preſident and clerk of the 
meeting, without taking the oath mentioned in 
the laſt recited act, whereby it has happened that 
rolls of electors have been unduly made up, and [ 

wrong returns made: And alſo, whereas divers Wt l 
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of his majeſty's good ſubjects, who have given 15 
convincing marks of their loyalty to his royal per- 
ſon and government, have ſcrupled to take the 
ſaid oath, apprehending that the reference in the 
ſaid oath may be conſtrued in ſome reſpects to 
be inconſiſtent with the eſtabliſhment of the 
church in Scotland according to law, and to 
a clauſe concerning oaths to be impoſed in Scot- 
land after the union, contained in an act made in 
the parliament of Scotland in the year 1707, 
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intituled, An act for ſecuring the proteftant 
religion, and preſbyterian church government; 
which act is declared to be a fundamental and 
eſſential condition of the treaty of union. To 
the end therefore that the ſaid ſcruples, and 
Perſons in Scot- all miſtakes and diviſions on account of the 


land refuſing to . 
take the abjura- ſame may ceaſe, be it further enacted and de- 


cried rovereat Clared by the authority aforeſaid, That every 
N perſon who ſhall refuſe to take the aforeſaid 
oath of abjuration, or being a Quaker, ſhall re- 

fuſe to declare the effect thereof upon his ſolemn 

aſfirmation, in manner aforeſaid (which oath and 

declaration the member laſt elected for any county 

or ſtewartry in Scotland, or in his abſence the 

ſher;it or ſtewart's clerk, until a perſon be choſen 

(a) Examined to proceed (a) in the ſaid meeting, according to 
wah che 759d the directions contained in the twenty-firſt act of 
the third parliament of king Charles the Second, 

held in Scotland, intituled, Act concerning the 

election of commiſſioners for ſhires, and after 

ſuch choice the perſon ſo choſen to proceed, or 

any perſon choſen to proceed in any meeting 

of any county or ſtewartry there, in which rolls 

for elections ſhall happen to be made up, is 

hereby authorized and required to adminiſter, at 

the requeſt of any candidate or other perſon pre- 

ſent at ſuch meeting for election, before or after 

the chuſing of the preſident of the meeting, or 

making up of the rolls) ſhall not be capable of 

giving any vote for the election of a preſident of 

the meeting, making up of the rolls, or of any 
member to ſerve in the houſe of commons for 
any place in Scotland, or commiſſioner to chuſe 
| N a burgeb 
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a burgeſs for any place there; and further, that 
by no words in the ſaid oath or oaths, formerly 
impoſed, contained, it is or was meant to oblige 
his majeſty's ſaid ſubjects to any act or acts any 
ways inconſiſtent with the eſtabliſhment of the 
church of Scotland according to law. 

A. D. 1714. 
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ANNO 7* GEORGII II., cp. 16. 


An Ad for the better regulating the Election of 
Members to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, for 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland ; and 


ion, Court of Juſticiary, and Barons of the Court 
of Exchequer in Scotland, to be elected, or to /it 
or vote as Members of the Houſe of Commons. 


WIIEREAS doubts may ariſe, whether 
the acts of parliament made in England for pre- 
venting falſe and undue returns of members to 
ſerve in parliament, extend to that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland: And whereas ſeveral 
queſtions have ariſen concerning the election of 
commoners to ſerve in parliament for that part of 
Great Britain: Therefore, to obviate ſuch doubts, 
diſputes, and queſtions for the future, and for 
the more effectually preventing returning officers, 
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, mak- 
ing falſe and undue returns: May it pleaſe your 
majeſty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the king's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
DD 3 temporal 


for incapacitating the Judges of the Court of Sg. 
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After 1 May, 
1734, 500l. pe- 
nalty on every 
falſe return. 


Freeholders on 
requeſt, to ſub- 
ſcribe the fol- 
lowing oath in- 
ſtead of that ap- 


pointed by the 
act 12 Annæ. 


ACTS RELATING ro 


temporal and commons in this preſent parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
if the clerk of any meeting of freeholders for the 
election of a commiſſioner to ſerve in parliament 
for any ſhire or ſtewartry in Scotland, after the 
firſt day of May, 1734, ſhall wilfully return to 
the ſheriff or ſtewart any perſon, other than him 
who ſhall be duly elected, or if any other perſon 
pretending to be clerk, though not duly elected, 
ſhall preſume to act as clerk, and wilfully to re- 
turn to the ſheriff any perſon as elected, who ſhall 
not be duly elected by the major part of ſuch 
meeting, the party ſo offending ſhall for every 
ſuch offence - forfeit the ſum of five hundred 
pounds ſterling, to be recovered by the candidate 
ſo elected, to whoſe prejudice ſuch falſe return is 

made, in ſuch manner as is herein-after directed. 
2. And be it further enacted, That every 
frecholder who ſhall claim to vote at any elcc- 
tion of a member to ſerve in parliament for any 
lands or eſtate in any county or ſtewartry in dc 
land, or who ſhall have right to vote in adjuſting 
the rolls of freeholders, inſtead of the oath ap- 
pointed to be taken by an act made in the 
12th year of her late majeſty Queen Anne, in- 
tituled, An act for the better regulating elections 
of members to ſerve in parliament for that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall, upon the 
requeſt of any freeholder formerly inrolled, be- 
fore he proceed to vote in the choice of a mem- 
ber, or on adjuſting the rolls, take and ſubſcribe, 
upon a roll of parchment to be provided and kept 
by the ſheriff, or ſtewart clerk for that purpoſe, 
the 
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the oath following, which the preſes or clerk to 
the meeting, either for the inrollment or election, 
is hereby impowered and required to adminiſter ; 
that is to ſay, 

© 1, A. B. do, in the preſence of God, declare 
and ſwear, That the lands and eſtate of 
for which I claim a right to vote in the election 
of a member to ſerve in parliament for this 
county or ſtewartrv, is actually in my poſſeſſion, 
and do really and truly belong to me, and is my 
own proper eſtate, and is not conveyed to me in 
truſt, or for or in behalf of any other perſon 
whatſoever; and that neither I, nor any perſon 
to my knowledge, in my name, or on my ac- 
count, or by my allowance, hath given, or in- 
tends to give, any promiſe, obligation, bond, 
back- bond, or other ſecurity whatſoever, other 
than appears from the tenour and contents of the 
title, upon which I now claim a right to vote, 
directly or indirectly, for rediſponing or recon- 
veying the ſaid lands and eſtate in any manner of 
way whatſoever, or for making the rents or 
profits thereof forthcoming to the uſe or benefit 
of the perſon from whom I have acquired the 
faid eftate, or any other perſon whatſoever ; and 
that my title to the ſaid lands and eſtate is not 
nominal or fictitious, created or reſerved in me, 
in order to enable me to yote for a member to 
ſerve in parliament ; but that the ſame is a true 
and real eſtate in me, for my own uſe and be- 
nefit, and for the uſe of no other perſon whatſo- 
ever; and that is the truth, as I ſhall anſwer to 
God,” 
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In caſe of e- 43, And that in caſe he ſhall refuſe, if re- 


| —_ out. of the his vote ſhall not be admitted or allowed, and 


after to ſummon 


Ivi ACTS RELATING TO 


> © ad quired, to take and ſubſcribe the oath aforeſaid, 


_ his name ſhall forthwith be eraſed out of the roll 
| of freeholders; and in caſe any perſon ſhall pre- J 
Penalty on falle. ſume wilfully and falſely to ſwear and ſubſcribe 
22 or the ſaid oath, and ſhall be thereof lawfully con- 
victed, he ſhall incur the pains and puniſhment 
of perjury, and be proſecuted for the ſame ac- 
| cording to the laws and forms in uſe in Scotland. 

Julges of fe- 4. And be it further enacted, That no 
. ches, judge of the court of ſeſſion, or juſticiary, or 
uncapable baron of the court of exchequer in Scotland, ſhall 
be capable of being elected, or of ſitting or 
voting as a member of the houſe of commons in 
any parliament which ſhall be hereafter ſum- 

moned and holden. 
n.! And be it further enacted by the authority 
aſter raceipe of aforeſaid, That the ſeveral ſheriffs and ſtewarts 


precepts for in Scotland ſhall, within the ſpace of four days 
chuing ele after the writ ſhall come to their hand, iſſue their 


gates, 
precepts to the ſeveral boroughs within their ju- 
riſdiction to elect their delegates, and ſhall cauſe 
the ſame to be delivered to the chief magiſtrate 
of ſuch borough reſiant in the borough for the 
3 time being; and that ſuch chief magiſtrate, to 


giftrate ewadays Whom ſuch precept ſhall be delivered, ſhall 
the council of Within two days after his zeceipt of the ſame, 
the borough. call and ſummon the council of the borough to- 
gether, by giving notice perſonally, or leaving 
notice at the dwelling place of every counſellor i 
—_— then reſiant in ſuch borough, which council ſhall 


eleting dele- then appoint a peremptory day for the election of 
WON I the 
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the delegate; but two free days ſhall intervene 
betwixt the meeting of the council which ap- 
points the day of election of the delegate, and the 
day on which the election of the delegate is to be 
made. 

6. And to prevent double elections of magiſ- 
trates in boroughs, which frequently occaſion 
double commiſſions to delegates, be it enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That at the annual 
election of magiſtrates and counſellors for 
boroughs, no magiſtrate or counſellors, or any 
number of magiſtrates or counſellors, ſhall, for the 
future, upon any pretence whatever, take upon 
or them to ſeparate from the majority of the 


Ivu 


100), penalty on 
every countellor 
or magiſtrate ſe- 
parating from the 
majority at the 
annual electioa 
for boroughs. 


magiſtrates and counſellors, who have been ſuch . 


for the year preceeding, and to appoint or elect 
ſeparate magiſtrates or counſellors, but ſhall 
ſubmit to the election made, and to the magiſ- 
trates and counſellors elected and appointed by 
the majority of the town council aſſembled ; and 
if, contrary to the direction of this act, any 
number of magiſtrates or counſellors ſhall, in op- 
poſition to the majority, take upon them to make 
a diſtinct and ſeparate election of magiſtrates or 
counſellors, their act and election ſhall be io 
fatto void, and every magiſtrate or counſellor, 
who concurred therein, ſhall forfeit and loſe the 
ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling, to be re- 
covered by the magiſtrates and counſellors, from 
whom they ſeparated, in manner herein-after 
directed, 


7. Provided 
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Magiſtrates of 7+ Provided always, and it is hereby de. 
counſel'ors of clared and enacted, That it ſhall and may be 


boroughs may 
bring their ac- lawful to and for any magiſtrate or counſellor of 


at tht borough, who apprehends any wrong was 
* done at any annual election, to bring his action 
before the court of ſeſſion in Scotland, for rectify. 
ing ſuch abuſe, or for making void the whole 
election (if illegal) only within the ſpace of eight 
weeks after ſach election is over; and the lords 
of ſeſſion ſhall, and they are hereby expreſsly au- 
thorized and required to hear and determine the 
cauſe ſummarily, and to allow to the party that 
ſhall prevail their full colts of ſuit, 
8. And be it further enacted, That every 
— 70 ſheriff or ſtewart in Scotland, who ſhall wilfully 
bon dan died. annex to the writ any falſe or undue return, and 
every common clerk of any preſiding borough, 
who ſhall wilfully return to the ſheriff or ſtewart 
any perſon, other than the perſon elected, or 
who ſhall neglect or refuſe to return the perſon 
duly elected, ſhall forfeit the ſum of five hundred 
pounds ſterling to the perſon entitled to have been 
returned, and not returned, o be recovered from 
the ſaid ſheriff, ſtewart, or common clerk, their 
To be recoveres heirs, exccutors, or adminiſtrators reſpectively, 
in a ſummary jn a ſummary way, by action, petition, or ſum- 
NP mary complaint, before the ſaid court of ſeſſion, 
upon ſervice of ſuch ſummons, or of a copy of 
ſuch petition or ſummary complaint, on fifteen 
days notice or warning, without abiding the 
courſe of any rolls, or further delay whatſoever; 
which action, petition, or complaint, the judges 
of the ſaid court are hereby required to judge of, 
and 
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and determine with all convenient ſpeed: Pro- 
vided always, That ſuch action, petition, or 
complaint be commenced, preſented, or made 
within the ſpace of fix months after the return 15 
made.” And in caſe the perſon duly elected, and 
not returned, ſhall negle& or omit to ſue for the 
faid penalty within the time before mentioned, 
then any freeholder within the ſhire or ſtewartry, 
or any magiſtrate or perſon bearing office in any 
of the boroughs of the diſt1i&t for which the re- 
turn is unduly made, may ſue for and recover the 
fame to his own uſe, by ſuch action, petition, or 
complaint, and in fuch manner as is before men- 
tioned, with double coſts of ſuit; provided al- 
ways, that ſuch freeholder, magiſtrate, or per- 
ſon bearing office, ſhall commence or bring 


ſuch action within the ſpace of twelve months 


after the return is made. 

9. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That every penalty by this act impoſed, 
with reſpect to the recovery of which no particu- 
Jar proviſion is herein-before made, ſhall and may 


| be ſued for and recovered by way of ſummary 


complaint before the court of ſeſſion in Scotland, 
upon fifteen days notice to the perſon complained 
of, without abiding the courſe of any roll ; which 
ſaid complaint the court of ſeſſion is hereby au- 
thorized and required to determine with all con- 
venient ſpeed, 

10. And be it further enacted, That every 
freeholder in Scotland ſhall, before he be either 
inrolled or admitted to vote at any future elec- 
tion, or meeting for inrellment, in any queſtion 

for 


liz 


complaints of 
undue returns to 
be commenc:d 
in fix months 
after icturn. 


Who may ſue 
for ſuch penaltyg 


And in what 
time. 


Penalties how to 
be recovered. 


Freeholders, if 
required, to take 
the oaths at the 
e. Stina of & 
cierk, &c. 
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for the choice of clerk or preſes, or other queſ. 
tion whatſoever (if required by any freeholder 
preſent) be obliged to take and ſubſcribe the oaths 
appointed by law to be taken by electors of 
members to ſerve in parliament, when required 
ſo to do; which oath the preſes or clerk of the 
meeting is hereby impowered and required ty 
adminiſter. 

11. And whereas there have been ſome miſ. 
takes in the diſtrict of the boroughs of Wigtoun, 
Whithorn, New Galloway, and Stranraver, in 
relation to their preſiding at elections of members 
of parliament for that diſtrict, which may occa- 
ſion diſputes at future elections: For remedying 
thereof, be it enacted, That the boroughs con- 
tinue to preſide in the courſe they are now in, and i 
that the other borough of Wigtoun ſhall pre- 
fide at the election of a member to repreſent that | 
diſtrict in the next parliament, and that the other I 


boroughs of the diſtrict preſide afterwards in the (i 
method preſcribed by the act of parliament of 


Scotland, made in the fourth ſeſſion of the fit i 
parliament of queen Anne, intituled, An adt for 1 
ſettling the manner of electing the ſixteen peers, il 
and forty-five commoners, to repreſent Sco/laud il 
in the parliament of Great Britain. | 

A. b. 1734. 
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. — 
ANNO 16 GEORGII II. CAP, 11. 


An AF to explain and amend the Laws touching the 
Elections of Members to ſerve for the Commons in 
Parliament, for that Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland; and to reſtrain the Partiality, and re- 
gulate the Condu??, of Returning Officers at ſuch 
Elections. 


| 

WIIREAS many returning officers of 
members to ſerve for the commons in parliament 
for that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
have of late preſumed to act in a moſt partial and 
arbitrary manner, ſometimes upon falſe pre- 
tences, that the rolls of electors of commiſſioners 
for ſhires were not regularly made up, or that the 
commiſſioners for the ſeveral boroughs intituled 
to vote in the choice of a member for the reſpec- 
tive diſtricts of boroughs were not duly elected» 
or were not authorized by proper commiſſions, 
and ſometimes without any pretence at all, en- 
couraged thereto from hopes of impunity, by 
reaſon that the laws in being have either provided 
no ſufficient puniſhment for ſuch offences; or 
where penalties are provided, it has been found 
by experience to be extremely difficult, and 
ſcarcely poſſible ro recover them: For remedy 
thereof, be it enacted by the king's moſt excel- 
lent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 


mons 1n this preſent parliament aſſembled, and 
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by the authority of the ſame, That ſo much of 
Part of the a& an act: of parliament made in the 12th year of 
« 6. & 3. re- the reign of her late majeſty queen Anne, in- 
PO tituled, © An act for the better regulating the 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament for 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland,” as 
enacts, That no perſon or perſons, who have not 
been inrolled, and voted at former elections 
ſhall, upon any pretence whatſoever, be inrolled 
or admitted to vote at any election, except he or 
they firſt produce a ſufficient right or title to 
qualify him or them to vote at that election, to 
the ſatisfaction of the freeholders formerly inrol- 
led, or the majority of them preſent, and ordains 
the returning officers to make their returns of the 
perſons elected, by the majority of the freeholders 
inrolled, and thoſe admitted by them, reſerving 
always the liberty of objecting againſt the perſons 
admitted to, or excluded from, the roll as for- 
merly, ſhall be and is hereby repealed, 
2. And whereas the rolls of electors of com- 
miſſioners to ſerve in parliament for the ſeveral 
ſhires and ſtewartries wichin that part of Great | 
Britain called Scotland, have not, in every oe 
of the ſaid ſhires, and ſtewartries, been made up 
every year, at the Michaelmas head courts, pu- 
ſuant to the directions of an act of parliament 
made in that part of Great Britain called SC. 
land, in the year 1681, intituled, © An act con- 
cerning the election of commiſſioners for ſhires: 
For remedy thereof, and the more effectually to 4 
carry the good intentions of the ſaid act into exe- 
| cution; Wl 
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1 cution; be it enacted and declared by the autho- 
f rity aforeſaid, That ſuch perſons as ſtand upon 
the roll laſt made up by the freeholders, whether 
cat the Michaelmas meeting, or at the laſt elec- 


tion of a member to ſerve in parliament, ſhall be 
the original conſtituent members at their next 
Michaelmas meeting, or meeting for election, to 
reviſe the ſaid roll. 

3. Provided. always, and be it enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful for any freeholder ſtanding upon the roll, 
to object to the title of any perſon who ſtands at 
preſent upon the roll laſt made up, and for that 
purpoſe to apply-at any time before the firſt day 
of December, which ſhall be in the year of our 
Lord 1743, by ſummary complaint to the court 
of ſeſſion, who ſhall grant a warrant for ſummon- 
ing ſuch perſons upon thirty days notice to an- 
ſwer, and ſhall proceed in a ſummary way, to 
hear and determine upon ſuch complaint; and 
if no ſuch complaint ſhall be exhibited within the 
time aforeſaid, then and in that caſe no freeholder, 
who at preſent ſtands upon the rolls laſt made up 
in the ſaid counties and ſtewartries reſpectively, 
ſhall be ſtruck off or left out of the roll, except 
pon ſufficient objections ariſing from the altera- 
ion of that right or title, in reſpect of which he 
vas inrolled, ſuſtained by the other frecholders 
anding upon the ſaid roll. ' 

4. And be it enacted by the authority 


es: : a 
oy aforeſaid, That if at any Michaelmas meeting, or 
_ eeting for election, any perſon claiming to be 


nrolled, ſhall by judgement of the frecholders be 
refuſed 


Lxiii 


Act made in 
Scot/and 1681, 
ſtrengthened. 


Freeho!ders may 
object. 


Manner of act- 
ing, when a per- 
fon clims to be 
inrolled. 
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ACTS RELATING TO 


refuſed to be admitted, or if any perſon who 
ſtood upon the roll ſhall by like judgement be 
ſtruck off, or left out of the roll; it ſhall and 
may be lawful for him or them who is ſo refuſed 
to be admitted, or whoſe name is ſo ſtruck off or 
left out of the roll, to apply (fo as ſuch applica. 


cation be made within four kalendar months after 


their being ſo refuſed, ſtruck off, or left out) by 
ſummary complaint to the court of ſeſſion, who 
ſha'l grant a warrant for ſummoning the perſon 
or perſons upon whoſe objection or objections he 
was refuſed to be admitted, or was ſtruck off or 
left out as aforeſaid, upon thirty days notice to 
anſwer, and ſhall proceed to hear and determine 
in a ſummary way on ſuch complaint; and if any 
perſon ſhall be inrolled, whoſe title ſhall be thought 
liable to objection, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
any freeholder ſtanding upon the ſaid roll (whe- 
ther ſuch frecholder was preſent at the meeting or 
not) who apprehends that ſuch perſon had not 2 
right to be inrolled, to apply in like manner by 
complaint to the court of ſeſſion, ſo as ſuch ap- 
plication be made within four kalendar montis 
after ſuch inrollment; and the ſaid court, after 
ſervice of ſuch complaint, on thirty days notice, 
upon the perſon ſaid to be wrongfully admitted 
to the roll, ſhall in manner aforeſaid hear and de- 
termine; and if no ſuch complaint ſhall be e:- 
hibited within the time aforeſaid, the freeholder i 
inrolled ſhall ſtand and continue upon the r 
until an alteration of his circumftances be allowe! 
by the frecholders at a ſubſequent Michacims 


meeting, or meeting for election, as a ſufficient} 
| cauic 
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eauſe for ſtriking or leaving him out of the 
roll. 

5. And be it enacted by the autltority afore- 
ſaid, That if, in any of the aforeſaid caſes, the 
judgement of the court of ſeſſion ſhall alter or re- 
verſe the determination of the meeting of the 
freeholders, by directing that any perſon ſhall be 
added to, or expunged from, the roll of election, 
the ſheriff or ſteward's clerk ſhall, upon preſent- 
ing to him the extract of ſuch judgement, forth- 
with make the alteration thereby directed in the 
books that are kept by him; and in caſe of his 
refuſal or delay, he ſhall forfeit the ſum of one 
hundred pounds ſterling to the perſon in whoſe 


Penalty on offi- 
cers not obeying 
the court of ſeſ - 
ſion, 


favour the judgement of the court of ſeſſion is 


given, to be recovered by him or his executors 
in the manner herein-after directed. 

6. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if the judgement of the free- 
holders refuſing to admit, or ſtriking off any per- 
ſon from the faid roll ſhall be affirmed by the 
court of ſeſſion, the perſon ſo complaining ſhall 
forfeit to the objector the ſum of thirty pounds 
ſterling, with full coſts of ſuit. | 

7. And, be it enafted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That to prevent all ſurpriſe, at the Mi- 
chaelmas meetings, every freeholder who intends 
to claim to be inrolled at any ſubſequent Michael- 
mas meeting of the frecholders, ſhall, for the 
ſpace of two kalendar months at leaſt before the 
ſaid Michaelmas meeting, leave with the ſheriff or 
ſteward's clerk a copy of his claim, ſetting forth 
the names of his lands, and his titles thereto, 

E E and 


Penalty on ap- 
pellant, if the 
court of ſeſſion 


affirm the fre- 


holders order. 


Manner of act- 
ing to prevent 
ſurpriſe, on free · 
holder's claiming 
to be inrolled ; 
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and dates thereof, with the old extent or valua- 
tion, upon which he deſires to be inrolled, and in 
caſe of his neglect to leave his claim as aforeſaid, 
he ſhall not be inrolled at ſuch Michaelmas meet- 
or on making ing; and in like manner, whoever intends to object 
wy gr to any frecholder who ſtands upon the roll, on ac- 
1 count of the alteration of his circumſtances, ſhall, at 
leaſt two kalendar months before the Michaelmas 
meeting, leave his objections in writing with the 
ſheriff or ſteward's clerk as: aforeſaid, who is 
hereby required, upon receipt of the aforeſ.id 
claim or objections, to indorſe on the back there- 
of the day he received the fame, and allo to give 
a copy of the aforeſaid claim or objections, to any 
perſon who ſhall demand the ſame, upon paying 
the legal fee of an ordinary extract of the fame 
length. 
8. And whereas great difficulties have occurred 
in making up the rolls of electors of commil- 
ſioners for ſhires, by perſons claiming to be in- 
rolled, in reſpect of the old extent of their lands, 
where the old extent does not appear from proper 
evidence, and votes have been unduly multiplied 
dy ſplitting and dividing the old extent of lands, 
fince the ſixteenth day of September, 168 1: for 
remedy thereof, be it enacted and declared by the 
i- authority aforeſaid, That no perſon is or ſhall be 
entitled to vote for a commiſſioner to ſerve in 
parliament, for any ſhire or ſtewartry in that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, or to be inrolled 
in the roll of electors, in reſpect of the old extent 
of his lands, holden of the king or prince, unleſs 
ſuch old extent is proved by a retour of the * 
| 0 
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vf a date prior to the ſixteenth day of September; 
168t, and that no diviſion of the old extent, 
made ſince the aforeſaid ſixteenth day of Septem- 
ber, 1681, -or to be made in time coming, by 
retour or any other way, is or ſhall be ſuſtained 
as ſufficient evidence of the old extent. | | 

9. Provided always, That lands holden of the Protic. 
king or prince, liable in public burdens for four 
hundred pounds Scots of valued rent, ſhall in all 
caſes be a ſufficient qualification, whatever be the 
old extent of the ſaid lands; any law or practice 
to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

10. And be it further enacted by the authority | 
aforeſaid, That no purchaſer, or ſingular ſuc- ted phat 
ceſſor, ſhall be inrolled till he be publicly in- be in incolledy 
feoft, and his ſeiſin regiſtered, or charter of con- 
firmation be expede where confirmation is neceſ- 
ſary, one year before the inrollment; and that no | 
heir apparent ſhall be inrolled, until his predeceſ- — belr- ar- 
ſor's titles are produced, and allowed by the free- 
holders, as a ſufficient qualification for his — 
for a member of parliament; and that any perſon — 
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ſuch inrollment, provided the titles and vouchers 
of his qualification are produced, and laid before 
the frecholders; and if any perſon ſhall be choſen 
a member to ſerve in parliament for any ſhire or 
ſtewartry within that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, who ſhall not be preſent at the meeting 

of election; be it enacted by the authority afore- 

Jaid, That the member to ſerve in parliament fo 1 
elected, before he takes his ſeat in parliament, nns N 
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freeholder, who ſhall claim to vote at any elec- 
tion of a member to ſerve in parliament, by the 
7 Geo. 2. c. 16. act of the 7th year of his preſent majeſty, in- 
tituled, An act for the better regulating the 
election of members to ſerve in the houſe of com- 
mons, for that part of Great Britain called Se. 
land; and for incapacitating the judges of the 
court of ſeſſion, court of juſticiary, and barons of 
the court of Exchequer in Scotland, to be elected, 
or to fit or vote as members of the houſe of com- 
mons, before the lord ſteward of his majeſty's 
houſhold, or any perſon or perſons authorized by 
him for that effect, which he or they are hereby 
impowered and required to adminiſter ; and if a 
member to ſerve in parliament, ſo elected, ſhall 
On refuſing the neglect or refuſe to take the aforeſaid oath, fuch 
oath, dale election ſhall be void. 
—_ 11. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That at the annual meetings of the free- 
8 © be holders at Michaelmas, the original conſtituent 
went members. Members ſhall be ſuch perſons only as ſhall ſtand 
upon the roll, that ſhall have been laſt made up, 


whether at a Michaelmas meeting, or at a meet. 


ing for an election of a member to ſerve in par- 


| liament, and that a copy ſigned and extracted f F 


Minutes of pro- the roll made up by the freeholders at their Mi- 
een in bak; chaelmas meetings, or meetings for election, 
kept by the ne, together with the minutes of their proceedings at 
elcrk. their ſaid meetings, ſhall, by the reſpective clerks 
of ſuch meetings, be forthwith delivered to the 

ay ſheriff or ſteward's clerk gratis, and ſhall be in- 
ſerted in books to be kept by the ſaid ſheriff or 

ſteward's clerk for that purpoſe, who ſhall forth 


with 
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with deliver copies of the ſame, extracted and 
2 ſigned, to any freeholder who ſhall deſire the fame, 
e paying the legal fee for an ordinary extract of the 
ame length, and ſhall at every ſubſequent meet- 
© ning at Michaelmas, or meeting for any election, 
produce the ſaid books, for the uſe of the free- 
- WE holders; and in caſe ſuch ſheriff or ſteward's 
dark ſhall neglect or refuſe to enter the aforeſaid 
rolls of election, or minutes of proceedings, in- 
to books ſo to be kept for that purpoſe as afore- 
ſaid, or ſhall neglect or refuſe to give copies 
thereof, extracted and ſigned, or ſhall omit to 
produce the books at any ſubſequent meeting as 
aforeſaid, he ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit 
the ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling, to be 
recovered by any freeholder, within ſuch ſhire or 
ſtewartry, who ſhall ſue for the ſame, in ſuch 
manner as is hereafter directed; and if the afore- 
ſaid principal books, containing the rolls and 
minutes as aforeſaid, ſhall not be produced 
at the Michaelmas meetings, or meetings for 
election, a copy of the ſaid roll and minutes, 
extracted and ſigned by the ſheriff or ſteward's 
clerk, ſhall be ſufficient; and if the ſheriff 
or ſteward's clerk ſhall give out falſe copies 
of the ſaid roll or minutes, extracted and ſigned 
by him, he ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit the 


ns, ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling to the perſon 
to whom the falſe copy is given, to be recovered 
„bp him or his executors, in the manner hei ein- 
ic FR after directed, and ſhall be for ever after incapa- 
in- ble of holding or enjoying his ſaid office. 
or 
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tors laſt made 
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at the next elec- 
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12. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That at every election of a commiſ. 
ſioner to ſerve, in parliament for any ſhire or 
ſtewartry, within that part of Great Britain cal. 
led Scotland, the roll of electors which ſhall be 
laſt made up by freeholders, whether at the Mi. 
chaelmas meeting, or at the laſt election of 2 
member to ſerve in parliament, ſhall be the rol] 
to be called over by the commiſſioner laſt elected 
or in his abſence by the ſheriff or ſtewards clerk, 
in order to the election of preſes and clerk, a; 
alſo by the preſes after he 1s choſen, for the 
choice of the member to ſerve in parliament, 
and for the determination of all the queſtions that 
ſhall ariſe in the adjuſting the roll, and in the 
courſe of the election, excepting fo far as the fail MM 
roll ſhall, after the meeting is duly conſtituted i 
by the choice of preſes and clerk, be altered by 1 
judgement of the majority of the freeholders ſtand. I 
ing on that roll, by leaving out thoſe whoſe ci. 
cumſtances are altered, and by adding others, i 
who produce proper titles, 2 

13. And be it further enacted by the a Ml 
thority aforeſaid, That at every meeting for 
an election of a commiſſioner to ſerve in par- 


| liament, if the commiſſioner laſt elected, or in 


his abſence the ſheriff or ſteward's clerk, ſhall 4 
in the choice of preſes or clerk, receive the i 
vote of any perſon that does not ſtand upon tie 
faid roll, he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, il 
forfeit the ſum of three hundred pounds ſterling 
to every candidate for the office of preſes ö 4 

cle; 
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ty clerk reſpectively, for whom ſuch perſon ſhall not 
1 have given his vote, to be recovered by him or 
« them, his or their executors reſpectively, in man- 
l ner herein- after directed; or if the commiſſioner 
be laſt elected, or in his abſence the ſheriff or 
l. ſteward's clerk, ſhall, in the choice of preſes or 
a clerk, not call for, or ſhall refuſe the vote of any 
ol perſon whoſe name is upon the ſaid roll, he ſhall, 
0, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the like ſum of three Penalty on re- 


hundred pounds ſterling to the perſon whoſe — 
name ſhall not be called for, or whoſe vote ſhall 
be refuſed, to be recovered by him, or his exe- 
cutors in the manner herein-after directed; and if 
the preſes after he is choſen ſhall, in the election 
of the member to ſerve in parliament, receive 
the vote of any perſon who does not ſtand upon 
the roll duly made up by the ſaid meeting, he ſhall, 
for every ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of two 
hundred pounds ſterling to every candidate for 
whom fuch perſon ſhall not have given his vote, 
to be recovered by him, or his executors, in the 
manner herein- after directed; or if the preſes 
after he is choſen ſhall, in the election of the 
member to ſerve in parhament, not call for, 
or ſhall refuſe the vote of any perſon whoſe name 
is upon the ſaid roll ſo made up, as aforeſaid, 
he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the like 
ſum of two hundred pounds ſterling to the perſon 
whoſe name ſhall not be called tor, or whoſe vate 
ſhall be refuſed, to be recovered by him or his 
executors, in the manner herein- after directed: 
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miſſioner laſt elected, and in his abſence any free. 
holder preſent who: laſt fepreſented the ſhire or 
ſtewartry in any former parliament; and if ng 
ſuch perſon is preſent, the frecholder preſent who 
preſided laſt at any meeting for any election, and 
in his abſence the freeholder who laſt preſided at 
any Michaelmas meeting; and if none of the ſaid 
perſons ſhall be preſent, the frecholder preſent 
who ſtands firſt on the roll, ſhall, beſides their 
own votes as freeholders, have the caſting and de- 
termining vote, and that the preſes choſen, ſhall, I 
after his election, in the choice of the commiſ- 
ſioner to ſerve in parliament, and all other quel- 
tions, where the votes are equal, in like manner, 
beſides his own vote as a frecholder, have the 
caſting and determining vote, 

14. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That the perſons choſen to 
be preſes and clerk, by the majority of the 
freeholders preſent, ſtanding on the ſaid roll, 
ſhall be preſes and clerk of the meeting for 
ſuch election; and it ſhall not be layfal for 

The preſes ant any number of frecholders to ſeparate from the 


clerk being | 
choſen by the majority of the perſons preſent, who ſtand upon 


jority of fi 
eller, na is, the ſaid roll, and ſet up any perſon as preſes or 


3 clerk, other than thoſe who ſhall be choſen by the 
other, majority of the freeholders preſent, ſtanding on 
the ſaid roll, and that it ſhall not be lawful for Bl 

any perſon t to act as preſes or clerk at any fuch Bll 

| election, unleſs they are choſen by the majority 
Foods: 1 of perſons ſtanding on the ſaid roll; and every Bl 
freehalders,  freeholder who ſhall ſo ſeparate from the majo- Ml 
rity of the freeholders on the roll, and ſet up any il 


per ſon 4 
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perſon as preſes or clerk, other than thoſe who 
ſhall be choſen by the majority, as aforeſaid, he 
ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit the ſum of fifty 
pounds ſterling, to the candidate who ſhall be 
choſen by the majority of the fieenolders from 
whom ſuch ſeparation was made; to be reco- 
vered by him, or his executors, in the manner 
herein-after directed: and if any perſon preſume 
to act as preſes or clerk, who is not choſen by the 
majority of the freeholders preſent ſtanding on the 
faid roll, he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit 
the ſum of two hundred pounds ſterling to the 


candidate who ſhall be choſen by the majority of . «vbority. 
the frecholders, as aforeſaid, to be recovered 


by him, or his executors, as herein-afcer di- 
rected. i 
15. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the commiſſioner laſt elected, 
or in his abſence the ſheriff or ſteward's clerk, 
ſhall ſign the minutes of the election of preſes 
and clerk, and deliver the ſame to the clerk 
choſen by the majority of the frecholders, as 
aforeſaid; and if the commiſſioner laſt elected, 
or in his abſence, the ſheriff or ſteward's clerk, 
ſhall neglect or refuſe to ſign the aforeſaid mi- 
nutes of election of preſes and clerk, and deli- 
ver the ſame to the clerk choſen, as aforeſaid, or 
ſhall ſign falſe minutes thereof, he ſhall, for 
every ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of one hun- 
dred pounds ſterling to the perſon elected preſes, 
as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him, or his 
executors, in the manner hereafter directed. 
16. And 
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16. And be it further enacted by the autho. 
rity aforeſaid, That the clerk choſen by the ma- 
Clerk to make a jority of the frecholders on the aforeſaid roll, ſhall 
eve return». return to the ſheriff or ſteward fuch perſon as 
ſhall be elected by the majority of the freeholders 
on the roll made up at the meeting for election, 
in the manner aforeſaid; and if the clerk choſen, 
as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to retura the 
perſon elected by the majority of the freeholder; 
on the roll, made up at the meeting for election, 
or ſhall return any perſon other than him who 
ſnall be elected by the majority of the freeholders, 
as aforeſaid, he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, in- 
ſtead of the penalty or forfeiture to which he is 
made liable by the aforeſaid act made in the 
Penalty on "*- 7th of his preſent majeſty, forfeit the ſum of 
uſing, or mak- *, s , 
ing a falſe one. five hundred pounds ſterling to the candidate 
choſen by the majority of the freeholders on the 
aforeſaid roll; to be recovered by him, or 
his executors, in the manner herein-after di- 
rected. 

The return to 17. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
3 ® rity aforeſaid, That every ſheriff or ſteward, of 
any ſhire or ſtewartry, within that part of Great 
Britain called Scolland, upon producing to him a 
copy of the aforeſaid roll laſt made up by the 
freeholders at the laſt Michaelmas meeting, or at 
the laſt election of a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, extracted and ſigned by the ſheriff or ſtew- 
erd's clerk, and upon producing and ſhewing to 
him the original minutes of the election of preſcs 
and! clerk ſigned by the commiſſioner laſt elected, 
or in his abſence, by the ſheriff or ſteward's 
clerk, 
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clerk, ſhall annex to the writ the return made by 
the clerk choſen by the majority of the frec- 
holders on the aforeſaid roll; and if any ſuch 
ſheriff or ſteward ſhall neglect or refuſe to an- 
nex to the writ ſuch return, or if he ſhall annex 
to the writ the return made by any other perion 
pretending to be clerk to the election; he ſhall 
for every ſuch offence, inſtead of the penalty or 
forfeiture to which he is made liable by the afore- 
ſaid act made in the 7th year of his preſent 
majeſty, forfeit the ſum of five hundred pounds 
ſterling, to the perſon returned by the clerk, and 
choſen by the majority of the freeholders on 
the aforeſaid roll, to be recovered by him or his 
executors, in the manner herein-after directed. 
18. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That every ſheriff or ſteward of any 
ſhire or ſtewartry, within that part of Great Bri- 
tain called Scotland, ſhall hold the Michaelmas 
head court jn all time to come, on the day on 
which it ſhall appear to him to haye been moſt 
uſually held in times paſt; and to prevent all un- 
certainty in time coming, every ſheriff or ſteward 
ſhall, at leaſt fourteen days before Michaelmas 
next, appoint a preciſe day for holding his Mi- 
chaelmas head court, in the year 1743; and ſhall 
cauſe intimate the day of holding his cow t at all 
the pariſh churches within his ſaid ſhire or ſtew- 
artry upon a Sunday, at leaſt eight days pre- 
ceding the next Michaelmas head court: And it 
is hereby declared, That the days ſo to be ap- 
pointed by the ſaid ſheriff or ſteward before Mi- 
chaelmas next, ſhall be the anniverſary for hold- 


ing 
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ing the Michaelmas head court of the ſaid ſhire 
or ſtewartry in all time coming. 

19. And whereas by the conſtitution of the 
ſhire of Sutherland, and by conſtant uſage, the 
Uſage of the ſmall barons of the ſaid ſhire have been repre- 
land. ſented in parhament, not only by the immedi- 
ate vaſſals of the king and prince, but alſo by 
thoſe who held their lands of the earls of Sul her- 
land, or of other ſubject ſuperiors, and ſuch vaſſals 
holding their lands of ſubject ſuperiors, have been 
in uſe to vote at the election of the commiſſioners 
for the ſaid ſhire of Sutherland, as well as the 
vaſſals of the king and prince, and that without 
any reſtriction as to the quota of the old extent, 
or of the valued rent of the lands, in reſpect 
whereof a right to vote at ſuch elections, or to be 
elected commiſſioner for the ſaid ſhire was claim- 
ed, and thereby votes have been unduly multi- 
plied, and ſeveral perſons have claimed a vote in 
reſpect of the ſuperiority and property of the 
ſame lands, whereby great confuſions are likely 
to enſue in future elections; for remedy thereof, 
be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That from and-after the firſt day of September, 
which ſhall be in the year of our Lord 1745, no 
Qualification of perſon ſhall be capable to be elected commiſſioner 
geln for the ſaid ſhire, or ſhall have right to vote at 

f ſuch election, unleſs he be infeoft, and in poſ- 

ſeſſion of lands liable to his majeſty's ſupplics, 
and other public burthens, at the rate of two 

hundred pound Scots valued rent. 
20. And be it further enacted by thg autho- 


rity aforeſaid, . That one perſon, and no more, 
3 ſhall 
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ſhall be intitled to vote at ſuch elections, or to be 
elected, in reſpect of the ſame lands; and that 
where lands are now hoden by any baron, or 
other freeholder, immediately of the king or 
prince, ſuch baron or freeholder ſhall be capa- 
ble to be elected, and ſhall be entitled to vote for 
thoſe lands; and no vaſſal, or ſub-vaſſal of the 
faid baron or freeholder, ſhall have right to vote, 
or to be elected in reſpect thereof; and that where 
lands are now holden, or ſhall at any time here- 
after be holden of the king or prince, by a peer 
or other perſon, or body politic or corporate, 
who by law are diſabled to be a member of the 
houſe of commons, or to vote in ſuch clections; 
in ſuch caſe the proprietor and owner of ſuch 
lands, and not any of his ſuperiors, ſhall be en- 
titled to vote, or to be elected, in reſpect of the 
ſame lands; and that no alienation of the ſupe- 
riority to be made by ſuch peer, or other per- 
ſon, or body politic, incapable to elect or to be 
elected, ſhall deprive the proprietor and owner 
of the lands of his right to vote in the elections 
for the ſaid ſhire, or his capacity to be elected; 
nor entitle the purchaſer of the ſaid ſuperiority to 
vote, or to be elected; and that the property of 
lands, of the valuation aforeſaid, holder in part 
immediately of the king or prince, and in part 
of a peer, or other perſon, or body politic in- 
capable to elect, or to be elected, ſhall be a ſuf- 
fieient qualification to the proprietor and owner 
of ſuch lands, and ſhall entitle ſuch proprietor to 
vote, and to be elected for the ſaid ſhire; any 
law or uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

21. And 
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21. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That the frecholders and proprietors, having 
right to elect, or to be elected a commiſſioner 
for the ſhire of Sutherland, ſhall meet at the 
head borough of the ſaid ſhire, at the Michael- | 
mas head court, which ſhall be in the year of our 
Lord 1745, and ſhall make up a roll of the 


| eleCtors having right to vote in the choice of a 


commiſſioner, in the terms of this preſent act, 
and of the other acts of parliament, made touch- 
ing the election of commiſſioners for ſhires in 
Scotland; and which roll, fo miade up, ſhall be 
reviſed yearly at the Michaelmas meetings, at 
and after elections, according to the rules pre- 
ſcribed in this act, and in other acts made for 


regulating the elections of commiſſioners for 


At annual elee- 
tions the mino- 
rity ſhall not iæ- 
parate from the 
n. qority. 


ſhires in that part of Great Britain called Scotland: 
And it is hereby declared, That the ſaid acts 


of parliament do extend to the ſhire of Suther- 


land 2s well as to the other ſhires in Scotland, ex- 
cept in ſo far as it is otherwiſe provided by this 

preſent act. | 
22. And whereas at the election of members 
to ſerve in parliament for the diſtricts of boroughs 
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, it 
often happens that more perſons than one claim 
to be admitted to vote as commiſſioners for the 
fame borough, which furniſhes pretences to the 
clerks of the preſiding boroughs for partially 
making falſe and undue returns: For remedy 
thereof, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That at the annual election of magiſtrates and 
counſellors, and in all che proceedings previous 
| * * 
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to the election of the magiſtrates and counſellors 
for the ſucceeding year, it ſhall not be lawful for 
the minority of any meeting for election, either 
of magiſtrates or counſellors, or deacons, or other 
perſons, who by the conſtitution of the reſpective 
boroughs may have votes in the election of ma- 
giſtrates or counſellors, to ſeparate from the ma- 
jority of thoſe having right to act by the conſti- 
tution of the burgh at ſuch meetings, upon any 
pretext whatſoever; nor to make any ſeparate 
election of magiſtrates, counſellors or electors; 
but the minority ſhall in all caſes ſubmit to the elec- 
tion made by the majority in all the parts of election; 
and if any perſon elected by the minority of any ſuch 
meeting, ſhall preſume to vote in the election 
of magiſtrates or counſellors, or in leeting the 
magiſtrates or counſellors, or in any other ſtep 
of the election, he ſhall forfeit the ſum of one 
hundred pounds ſterling to any one of the ma- 
jority of ſuch meeting, to be recovered by him in 
the manner hereafter directed. | 
23. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That no perſon elected to be a magiſ- 
trate or counſellor by a minority of thoſe having 
right to vote in elections of the magiſtrates and 
counſellors, ſhall, upon any pretext whatſoever, pre- 
ſume to act as magiſtrate or counſellor, and if any 
perſon ſhall notwithſtanding preſume to act as ma- 
giſtrate or counſellor, heſhall, for every ſuch offence, 
forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling, to 
the magiſtrates or counſellors elected by the ma- 
Jority, or to any of them who ſhall ſue for the 
lame, to be recovered by him or them in the 
manner herein-after directed. 
24. Pro- 
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24. Provided always, and it is hereby de. 
clared and enacted, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for any conſtituent member at any 
meeting for election of magiſtrates or counſellors, 
or of any meeting previous to that for the elec. 
tion of magiſtrates and counſellors reſpeCtively, 
who ſhall apprehend any wrong to have been 
done by the majority of ſuch meeting, to apply 
to the ſaid court of ſeſſion, by a ſummary com- 
plaint for rectifying ſuch abuſe, or for making 
void the whole election made by the ſaid majo- 
rity, or for declaring and aſcertaining the elec- 
tion made by the minority, ſo as ſuch complaint 
be preſented to the ſaid court of ſeſſion within two 


kalendar months after the annual election of the 


magiſtrates and counſellors ; and the ſaid court 
ſhall thereupon grant a warrant for ſummoning 
the magiſtrates and counſellors elected by the 
majority, upon thirty days notice, and ſhall hear 
and determine the ſaid complaint ſummarily, with- 
out abiding the courſe of any roll, and ſhall allow 
to the party who ſhall prevail, their full coſts of 
ſuit. | 

25. And whereas the magiſtrates and counſel- 
lors of the royal boroughs in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland, by virtue of ſeveral laws 
now in force, are bound to take and ſubſcribe the 
oath of allegiance, ſubſcribe the aſſurance, and 
to take and ſign the oath of abjuration, for and 
on account of their election into their reſpective 
offices ; and that in his majeſty's courts of ſeſſion, 
quſticiary or exchequer at Edinburgh, or at the 
quarter ſeſſions of the reſpective ſhires and ſtewar- 


tries, 
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tries, within which the royal boroughs are ſituate, 
which has been found by experience to be attend- 
ed with great trouble and expence to the ſaid 
magiſtrates and counſellors : For remedy thereof, M 


anner of the 
magiſtrates and 


be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it counſellor tak- 


g the ſeveral 


ſhall and may be lawful to the faid magiſtrates oaths, 


and counſellors to take and ſubſcribe the oath of 
allegiance, ſubſcribe the aſſurance, and take and 


ſign the oath of abjuration, before the council of 


their reſpective boroughs ; and which oaths, the 
chief magiſtrate, or any other magiſtrate of the 
ſaid boroughs reſpectively, is hereby impowered 
and required to adminiſter; and the oaths fo 
taken, ſhall be equal in all reſpects as if they had 
been taken in the courts, and before the judges 
directed by the ſeveral acts of parliament above 
referred to. 

26. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That at every election of commiſſioners for 
chuſing burgeſſes for any diſtrict of boroughs in 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 


common clerk of each borough within the ſaid The clerk 


ſign the commiſ- 


diſtrict, ſhall make out a commiſſion to the gon, and fix the 


perſon choſen commiſſioner by the major part — the bo- 


of the magiſtrates and town council aſſembled 
for that purpoſe; which magiſtrates and town 
council ſhall take the oath of allegiance, and 
ſign the ſame with the aſſurance, and ſhall 
take all the other oaths appointed to be taken at 
ſuch election, by this or any former act, if re- 
quired; and the ſaid clerk ſhall affix the common 
ſcal of the borough thereto, and ſign ſuch com- 


F F miſſion 
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miſſion, and ſhall not on any pretence whatſvever 
make out a commiſſion for any perſon as com- 
miſſioner, other than him who is choſen by the 
majority as aforeſaid ; and if any common cierk 
of any borough ſhall negle& or refuſe duly to 
make out and ſign a commiſſion to the commil. 
ſioner elected by the majority as aforeſaid, and 
affix the ſeal of the borough thereto; or if he 
ſhall make out and ſign a commiſſion to any 
other perſon who 1s not choſen by the majority, 
or affix the common ſeal of the borough thereto; 
he ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of 
five hundred pounds ſterling to the perſon elected 
commiſſioner for the ſaid borough as aforeſaid, 
to be recovered by him or his executors in the 
manner herein after directed, and ſhall alſo ſuffer 
impriſonment for the ſpace of ſix kalendar months, 
and be for ever after diſabled to hold or enjoy the 
ſaid office of common clerk of the ſaid borough, 
as effectually as if he was naturally dead. 

27. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any other perſon who is not the 
common clerk of the borough, ſhall take upon 
himfelf to act as ſuch in any election of a com- 
miſſioner for chuſing a burgeſs for any diſtrict 
of boroughs in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, and ſhall make out a commiſſion for 
any other perſon as commiſiioner, other than the 
perſon whe wes choſen by the majority as afore- 
faid, and ſhall ſign or affix the common ſeal of 
the borough thereto ; he ſhall, for every ſuch 
offence, forſeit the ſum of five hundred pounds 


ſterling, to the perſon elected commiſſioner for 
| the 
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the faid borough as aforeſaid, to be recovered by 
him or his executors in the manner herein-after 
directed. 

28. And whereas by an act paſſed in that part 


of Great Britain called Scotland, the fifth day of Fe- 


bruary, in the year 1707, intituled, Act ſettling the 
manner of electing the ſixteen peers, and forty- five 
commoners, to repreſent Scotland in the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain; it is amongſt other things 
enacted, That where the votes of the commiſſioners 


for the ſaid boroughs met to chuſe repreſenta- 


tives from their ſeveral diſtricts to the parliament 
of Great Britain, ſhall be equal; in that caſe, the 
preſident of the meeting ſhall have a caſting or 
deciſive vote, and that by and attour his vote as 
a commiſſioner from the borough from which he 
is ſent; but no proviſion is made in caſe of the 
abſence of the commiſſioner from the preſiding 


borough, or of his refuſing to vote at ſuch elec- 


tion: For remedy thereof, be it enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That if the commiſſioner 
from the preſiding borough ſhall be abſent from 
the meeting of commiſſioners for chuſing bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament, or ſhall refuſe to 
vote at ſuch election, the commiſſioner from the 
borough which was the preſiding borough at the 
laſt election; and if he alſo be abſent, or ſhallrefuſe 
to vote as aforeſaid, the commiſſioner from the 
borough which was the preſiding borough at the 
election immediately preceding the laſt; and in 
caſe he ſhall be likewiſe abſent, or ſhall refuſe to 
vote as aforeſaid, the commiſſioner from the bo- 
rough which was the laſt preſiding borough but 

FF2 two, 


Who ſha!l act in 
abſence of the 
prefiding com- 
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two, ſhall have in the aforeſaid reſpective caſes, 
beſides his own vote, the caſting or deciſive 

vote. | 
No obje&ion a- + 29, And be it further declared by the authority 
kt, de. aforeſaid, That it is no objection to any com. 
miſſioner for chuſing a burgeſs, that he is not a 
reſidenter within the borough bearing all port- 
able charges with his neighbours, or that he i 
no trafficking merchant therein, or that he is not 
in poſſeſſion of any burgage lands or houſes hold. 
ing of the ſaid borough, and that ſuch qualifica- 
tions need not be engroſſed in his commiſſion; 
any law, cuſtom or uſage to the contrary not- 

ſtanding. 
What votes ſhall 30. And be it further enacted by the authority 
be allowed aforeſaid, That at all meetings of commiſſioners 
for chuſing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, the 
common clerk of the preſiding borough ſhall allow 
the votes of ſuch perſons only who produce commil- 
ſions authenticated by the ſubſcription of the com- 
mon clerk, and the common ſeal of the reſpective 
boroughs within the diſtrict, and ſhall return to the 
ſheriff or ſteward the perſon elected by the major 
part of the commiſſioners aſſembled, whoſe com- 
ſions are authenticated as aforeſaid; and if he 
neglect or refuſe to return ſuch perſons ſo elected 
to the ſheriff or ſteward, or if he ſhall return 
to the ſheriff or ſteward any perſon other than 
him who is ſo elected, he ſhall, for every ſuch 
offence, inſtead of the penalty or forfeiture to 
which he is made liable by the aforeſaid act made 
in the 7th year of his preſent majeſty, forfeit the 
ſum of five hundred pounds ſterling, to the can- 1 
| didate ; 
3 
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didate elected by the majority of the commiſ- 


ſioners aſſembled, whoſe commiſſions are authen- 


ticated as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him or 
his executors, in the manner herein- after di- 
rected, and he ſhall alſo ſuffer impriſonment for 
the ſpace of ſix kalendar months, and be for 
ever after diſabled to hold or enjoy his ſaid office 
of common clerk of the ſaid preſiding borough as 
if he was naturally dead. | 

31. And be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That every ſheriff or ſteward in that part 


of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall annex to nt and return 
the writ the return made by the aforeſaid clerk be #2nexed- 


of the preſiding borough; and if any ſuch ſheriff 
or ſteward neglect or refuſe to annex to the writ 
ſuch return, or if he ſhall annex to the writ any 
return made by any other perſon, he ſhall, for 
every ſuch offence, inſtead of the penalty or for- 
feiture to which he is made liable by the afore- 
ſaid act made in the 7th year of his preſent ma- 


zeſty, forfeit the ſum of five hundred pounds pears. 


ſterling to the candidate returned by the aforeſaid 
clerk of the preſiding borough, to be recovered 
by him, or his executors, in the manner herein- 
after directed. 


32. Provided always, That if any perſon to provice. 


whom no commiſſion is made out, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall inſiſt that he was duly elected the commiſ- 
ſioner from any royal borough, the perſon ſo 
claiming ſhall be admitted to the meeting of 
the commiſſioners for chuſing burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament, and may at the ſaid meeting make 
offer of taking all the oaths required by law, and 
F F 3 declare 
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declare for whom he would have voted, had hg 
been duly commiſſioned, which oaths the clerk 
of the preſiding borough is hereby required and 
impowered to adminiſter ; and the ſaid clerk ſhall 
alſo ſet down in the minutes of proceedings, the 
declaration of ſuch perſon as to the candidate for 
whom he would have voted, had he been duly 
commiſſioned; but the faid clerk ſhall upon no 
pretence whatſoever receive or conſider ſuch per- 
ſon as a legal voter, or ſuch declaration as a legal 
vote, at ſuch election. 

33. And whereas doubts have arifen, whether 
the act of parliament made in the zd year of 
the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, An Act 
for the more effectual preventing bribery and cor- 
ruption in the election of members to ſerve in par- 
lament, extends to the electors of commiſſioners 
for chuſing burgeſſes: Beit hereby enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That the electors of commiſ- 
ſioners for any royal borough, within that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, for chuſing burgeſſes 
to parliament, are within the true intent and 
meaning of the ſaid act, to be conſidered as elec- 
tors of the member to ſerve in parliament, and 
ſhall be ſo deemed and adjudged to all intents and 
purpoſes whatſoever, and ſhall be liable to all the 
proviſions, forfeitures, and incapacities, to which 
perſons voting or claiming to vote for any mem- 
ber to ſerve in parliament are made liable by the 
faid act. | 
34. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That at every election of commiſſioners 
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for chuſing burgeſſes for the ſeveral diſtricts of 
boroughs in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, and at the election of a burgeſs to ſerve 
in parliament for the city of Edinburgh, every 
magiſtrate, town counſetlor, or perſon having or 
claiming to have a right to vote at ſuch election, 
inſtead of the oath preſcribed to be taken by the 
ſaid act, before he is admitted to vote at the ſame 
election, ſhall take the following oath, in caſe the 
ſame ſhall be demanded by any one of the elec- 
tors; and which oath any of the magiſtrates, or, 
in their abſence, any of the town council, are 
hereby impowered and required to adminiſter ; 
J, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have not 
directly or indirectly, by way of loan or other de- 


We +4; 


vice whatſoeyer, received any ſum or ſums of geh, &c. 


money, office, place, employment, gratuity, or 
reward, or any bond, bill, or note, or any pro- 
miſe of any ſum or ſums of money, office, place, 
employment, or gratuity whatſoever, either by 
myſelf or any other, to my uſe or benefit, or 
advantage, or to the uſe, benefit, or advantage 
of the city or borough of which I am magiſtrate, 
counſellor, or burgeſs, in order to give my vote 
at this election. 
| So help me God.” 

35. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That in all elections of commiſſioners 
for chuſing burgeſſes, and before they proceed 
to election, the common clerk of each borough 
ſhall take and ſubſcribe the oath following, which 


any of the magiſtrates, er, in their abſence, any 
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two of the town council are hereby impowered 
and required to adminiſter : 

© I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have not 
directly, or indirectly, by way of loan or other 
device whatſoever, received any ſum or ſums of 
money, office, place, employment, gratuity or 
reward, or any bond, bill, or note, or any pro- 
miſe of any ſum, or ſums of money, office, 
place, employment, or gratuity whatſoever, 
either by myſelf or any other, to my uſe, 


or benefit, or advantage, to make out any 


Oath of the ; 


clerk of the pre- 
fiding borough 
before election. 


commiſſion for a commiſſioner for chuſing a 
burgeſs: and that I will duly make out a com- 
miſſion to the commiſſioner who ſhall be choſen 
by the majority of the town council aſſembled, 
and to no other perſon, 
So help me God.” 

And that at all meetings of the commiſſioners ſor 
chuſing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, and be- 
fore they proceed to the election, the clerk of 
the preſiding borough ſhall take and ſubſcribe the 
following oath, which the commiſſioner for the 
preſiding borough, or in his abſence any other 
of the commiſſioners, is hereby required and im- 
powered to adminiſter. 

© I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear that I have not 
directly or indirectly, by way of loan, or other 
device whatſoever, received any ſum or ſums of 
money, office, place, employment, gratuity, or 
reward, or any bond, bill, or note, or any pro- 


miſe of any ſum or ſums of money, office, place, 
employment, or gratuity whatſoever, either by 
2 myſelf, 
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myſelf, or any other to my uſe, or benefit, or 
advantage, to make any return at this election of 
a member to ſerve in parliament; and that I 
will return to the ſheriff or ſteward the perſon 
elected by the major part of the commiſſioners 
aſſembled, whoſe commiſſions are authenticated 
by. the ſubſcription of the common clerk, and 
common ſeal of the reſpective boroughs of this 
diſtrict. 
So help me God. 

36. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if the clerk of the preſiding 
; borough ſhall neglect or refuſe to take the oath 
aforeſaid, ſuch clerk, ſo refuſing or neglecting, 
ſhall be incapable to act as clerk to the ſaid meet- 
ing; and it ſhall be lawful to and for the ſaid 
commiſſioners, and they are hereby impowered 
and required to chuſe another clerk to the 
meeting for the election, and who ſhall have all 
the powers and authorities in the ſaid meeting, 
and in the returning the member choſen by them, 
that by law are competent to the clerk of the 
preſiding borough. 

37. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, - That at all the elections of a member 
to ſerve in parliament for any county or ſtewartry 
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 
clerk choſen by the majority of ſuch perſons as 
ſtand upon the ſaid roll laſt made up by the free- 
holders, whether at the Michaelmas court, or at 
the laſt election of a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, ſhall immediately after his election take 
and ſubſcribe the following oath, which the 
pre ſes 
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preſes of the meeting is hereby required and im- 


powered to adminiſter: 

© I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have not 
directly, or indirectly, by way of loan or other 
device whatſoever, received any ſum or ſums of 
money, office, place, cr employment, gratuity, or 
reward, or any bond, bill, or note, or any pro- 
miſe of any ſum or ſums of money, office, 
place, employment, or gratuity whatſoever, by 
myſelf, or any other, to my uſe, or benefit, 
or advantage, to make any return at the pre- 
ſent election of a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment; and that I will return to the ſheriff or 
ſteward the perſon elected by the majority of the 
treeholders upon the roll made up at this election, 
and who ſhall be preſent and vote ar this meeting, 

So help me God.” 

38. And whereas by the ſaid act of parlia- 
ment made in the 2d year of the reign of his 
preſent majeſty, it is enacted, That every ſheriff, 
mayor, bailiff, headborough, or other perſon 
being the returning officer of any member to 
ſerve in parliament, ſhall immediately after read- 
ing the writ or precept for the election of ſuch 
members, take and ſubſcribe the oath contained 
in the aforeſaid act; be it enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid act as 
requires the ſaid oath to be taken by any return- 
ing officer within that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, ſhali be and is hereby repealed. 

39. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any perſon ſhall preſume wil- 
fully ard faiſcly to ſwear and ſubſcribe any of the 

catus 
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oaths required to be taken by this act, and ſhall 
thereof be lawfully convicted, he ſhall incur the 
pains and puniſhments of perjury, and be pro- 
ſecuted for the ſame according to the laws and 
forms in uſe in Scotland, | 

40. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That when any new parliament ſhall at 
any time hereafter be ſummoned or called, the 
lord chancellor, lord keeper, or lords commiſ- 
fioners of the great ſeal for the time being, ſhall 
iſſue out the writs for election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for that part of Great Britajn called 
Scotland, with as much expedition as the ſame 
may be done; and that as well upon the calling 
or ſummoning any new parliament, as allo in 
caſe of any vacancy during this preſent or any 
future parliament, the ſeveral writs ſhall be de- 
livered to the ſheriff or ſteward to whom the ex- 
ecution thereof does belong or appertain, and to 


no other perſon whatſoever; and that every ſuch 


ſheriff or ſteward, upon the receipt of the writ, 
ſhall upon the back thereof endorſe the day he 
received the ſame, and ſhall forthwith, upon re- 


ceipt of the writ, at leaſt within the ſpace of four 
days after the receipt thereof, make out a pre- 


cept to each borough within his juriſdiction, to 
elect a commiſſioner for chuſing a burgeſs to 
to ſerve in parliament, and ſhall cauſe the ſame 
to be delivered to the chief magiſtrate of ſuch 
borough reſiant in the borough for the time 
being; and in caſe ſuch ſheriff or ſteward ſhall 
neglect to endorſe on the back of the writ the day 

he 
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he received the ſame, or ſhall neglect to make 
out his precept, and to deliver the ſame to the 
chief magiſtrate within the time, and in the man- 
ner above directed, he ſhall, for every ſuch of. 
fence, forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds ſter- 
ling, to any magiſtrate of the borough to which 
the precept is not timouſly delivered, who ſhall 
ſue for the ſame, to be recovered in manner 
herein-after directed. 

41. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That ſuch chief magiſtrate to whom 
the precept ſhall be delivered in manner above 
directed, upon the receipt thereof, ſhall upon 
the back of the precept endorſe the day he re- 


ceived the ſame, and ſhall, within two days after 
his receipt of the precept, call and ſummon the 


council of the borough together, by giving no- 
tice perſonally, or leaving notice at the dwelling- 
place of every counſellor then reſiant in that 
borough, which council ſhall then appoint a pe- 
remptory day for the election of a commiſſioner 
for chuſing a burgeſs to ſerve in parlfament. 

42. Provided always, That two free days ſhall 
intervene betwixt the meeting of the council 
which appoints the day of election of the faid 
commiſſioner, and the day on which the election 
of the commiſſioner is to be made; and in caſe 
ſuch chief magiſtrate ſhall neglect to endorſe the 
day he received the precept on the back thereof, 
or to ſummon the council within the time and in 
the manner above directed, he ſhall, for eveiy 
ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of one hundred 
| pounds 
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pounds ſterling, to any magiſtrate or counſellor 
of the ſaid borough who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
to be recovered in manner herein-after directed. 

43. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That every penalty or forfeiture by this 
at impoſed, in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, ſhall and may be ſued for and recovered 
by way of ſummary complaint, before the court 
of ſeſſion, upon thirty days notice to the perfon 
complained of, without abiding the courſe of any 
roll; which ſaid complaint the court of ſeſſion is 
hereby authorized and required to determine ; 
as alſo to declare the diſabilities and incapacities, 
and to direct the impriſonments, as herein pro- 
vided. 

44. Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
clared and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
no perſon ſhall be made liable to any incapacity, 
diſability, forfeiture, or penalty by this act im- 
poſed, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
unleſs proſecution be commenced within one year 
after ſuch incapacity, diſability, forfeiture, or 
penalty ſhall be incurred. 


A. D. 1743. 
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An 47 for altering and amending an Af, made in 


the 16th Tear of bis late Majeſty's Reign, 
intituled, An Act to explain and amend the Laws 
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Commons in Parliament, for that Part of Great 
Britain 
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Britain called Scotland; and to reſtrain the Par. 
tiality, and regulate the Conduct, of returning 
Officers at ſuch Elections, by altering the Time of 
Notice, ordered by the ſaid Af to be given, in the 
Service of Complaints to the Court of Seffion, of 
Mrongs done in Elections, and by regulating the 
Manner, and ſettling the Place, Election of a 
Burgeſs to ſerve in Parliament for a Diſtrict of 
Boroughs in Scotland, when the Election of the 
Magiſtrates and Council of a Borough, which 
ought in Courſe to be the preſiding Borough at 
an Election, happens to be reduced, and made 
void, by a Decree of the Court of Seſſion, and not 
revived by the Crown, when ſuch Election is 
made. 


WIIEREAS by an act, made in the 
AQ 26. Oc. 2+ 16th year of his late majeſty's reign, (inti- 
tuled, An act to explain and amend the laws 
touching the elections of members to ſerve for 
the commons in parliament, for that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, and to reſtrain the 
partiality, and regulate the conduct, of return- 
ing officers, at ſuch elections) complaints to the 
court of ſeſſion, for redreſs of wrongs committed 
by the inrolling, or refuſing to iniol perſons 
claiming to be inrolled in the roll of freeholders, 
or in the annual elections cf royal boroughs, are 
ordered to be ſerved upon thirty days notice; 
And whereas it is found by err ſo long 
notice is unneceſſary, and occaſions delay in the 
ſummary determination of ſuch complaints, 
agrecable to the intendment of the ſaid act: May it 
there- 
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| therefore pleaſe your majeſty that it may be 


enacted, and be it enacted by the king's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
commons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That from and 
after the twelfth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord 1774 the court of ſeſſion ſhall grant warrants 
for the ſervice of all ſuch complaints as aforeſaid, 
upon fifteen days notice. 

2. And whereas the elections of magiſtrates 
and counſellors of royal boroughs in Scotland have 
ſometimes been reduced and made void, by de- 
crees of the court of ſeſſion, in actions or com- 
plaints brought before the ſaid court for that pur- 
poſe, by which the corporate powers of fuch 


boroughs are in effect in a ſtate of nonexiſtence, 


until reſtored by the juſtice and favour of the 
crown; and whereas no proviſion is made in the 
aforefaid act of the 16th year of the reign of 
his late majeſty, or any other act now in being, 
for regulating the manner, and ſettling the place 
of election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament 
for a diſtrict of boroughs in Scotland, when the 
election of magiſtrates and council of a borough, 
which ought in courſe to have been the preſiding 
borough at the election, happens to be reduced, 
and not revived when the election is made. For 
remedying thereof, be it enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That in every election of a burgeſs to 
ſerve in parliament for a diſtrict of boroughs in 
Scotland, when it ſhall happen that the election of 
the magiſtrates and council of the borough, which 
ought 


Court of ſeſſion, 
on 15 days no- 
tice, ſhall grant 
warrants for ſer- 
vice of com- 
plaints for re- 
dreſs of wrongs 
committed by 

inrol:ing at e- 


lections. 


Election of a 
bury cls to fervs 
in par !1ament 
regulated. 


cvi 
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borough of the 
diſtrict how to 
be aſcertained. 


ACTS RELATING TO 


ought to have been the preſiding borough at ſuch 
election, is reduced and not revived, the next 
borough intitled to preſide in turn ſhall be the 
preſiding borough, and the election ſhall be made 
at that borough ; and the commiſſioner for that 
borough ſhall be the preſident of the meeting of 
commiſſioners for the election, and have a caſting 
and deciſive vote, beſides his own, as commil. 
ſioner, where the votes of the commiſſioners are 
equal; and the common clerk of that borough 
ſhall be clerk to the election; and every matter 
and thing concerning the election ſhall be pro- 
ceeded in as if that borough had been the pre- 
ſiding borough, in the ordinary courſe of ro- 
ration. A 

3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That the borough which would have Il 
been the preſiding borough at the election, if the i 
election of the magiſtrates and counſellors of ſuch il 
borough had not been reduced, ſhall, when re- 
vived by the juſtice and favour of the crown, have Il 
no right or title to be a preſiding borough in the [il 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for 
the diſtrict of boroughs of which it is one, until 
the other boroughs of the diſtrict, each in their 
turn, have ſucceſſively provided, and that the {i 
right devolves upon ſuch borough in the ord- 


A. D. 1774- 
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